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PREFACE. 



The events in a man's life and the progress of the steam- 
engine are so dissimilar, that the reader is solicited to 
pass with the writer over the numerous breaks in the 
thread of the story. The good Trevithick did in his 
generation is found in the extended use of steam-engines : 
in tracing their various forms in their applicability to 
numerous purposes, the labour of years has to be re- 
viewed, and each idea may be followed, from its first 
becoming a useful form to its perfect growth, and 
acceptance by the public as a good thing. 

The overflow of Trevithick's practical designs has 
causedr a difficulty in fairly defining and estimating the 
facts bearing on each of the -particular kinds selected, 
as belonging to understood classes of the steam-engine ; 
while the great importance of his inventions caused 
many engineers to labour on their improvement, both 
during and since his time. 

Engines originating or made commercially service- 
able by Trevithick are given as his, but other engi- 
neers may have a fair claim as improvers of the same, 
or of nearly similar inventions; therefore, at the risk 
of wearying the reader, repetitions of evidence are 
given, that, if possible, a true knowledge may be 
formed. 

The history of the day-by-day life of the man has 
been made subservient to that of the steam-engine : to 
partially restore this break, the reader is asked to bear 
with the frequent introduction of dates. 

Trevithick's correspondence during a great portion 
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IV PREFACE. 

of his life with his scientific friend, Mr. Davies Gilbert, 
written with the freedom of impulsive genius, longing 
for some one person to whom his thoughts might be 
made known, together with a rough draft letter-book, 
used only in his Cornish home during four or five 
years, constitute the ground-work of my history. His 
practical engineering works, nearer perfection in their 
first movements than those of other engineers, and the 
after success and eminence of many who in early life 
were his working assistants, are evidences of his strength 
of character. 

Very little has been written of Trevithick, though 
Mr. Richard Edmonds, the late Lord Brougham, Sir 
Edward Watkin, Mr. Enys, Mr. Bennet Woodcroft, 
Mr. Hyde Clarke, Professor Pole, and others, have 
published outlines, or have collected information ; and 
though they may not have succeeded in making him 
fully known, their labours have lessened mine. 

To the Hon. Mrs. Q-ilbert I am indebted for the 
numerous letters written to Mr. Davies Gilbert; and 
among many who assisted Trevithick by friendly acts, 
I observe mention in his papers of Mills, Gittens, 
Wyatt, Banfield, Potter, and the Dartford mechanics. 

Francis Trevithick. 

The Cliff, Penzance, 
April, 1872. 
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The tin sand of the valleys having all been washed, 
the miner followed the mineral vein in its downward 
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2 EARLY COliNISH ENGINES. 

course, and successive miners, working a lower strata, 
were obliged to use pumps or other means for removing 
water from their excavations. Adits were driven from 
the lowest convenient surface level, to assist in drain- 
ing the workings. Every day added to the depth, and 
called for improved machinery. 

The open launder of the tin streamer had been con- 
verted into a close launder or pipe, having a square 
leather bag, attached to a long wooden handle, serving 
as a bucket in the primitive hand-pump, but increased 
depths overtaxed the strength of the square-sided pump, 
and cylindrical wooden pumps were made, bound by 
iron bands. The rag^ and chain pump then came into 
use, being a revolving or endless chain, moving up- 
wards through the pump, having at every two or 
three feet of its length a piston made of a ball of rags 
bound together, or of wood edged with cloth or leather, 
for up to this time valves had not been used. 

The observed fact that water would rise to a certain 
height in a pump, following a well-constructed piston, 
suggested the use of a bottom or stop valve, preventing 
the descent of the water, and also the use of a valve 
in the piston or bucket. In 1663 the Marquis of Wor- 
cester applied steam to force water up a pipe ; other 
inventive men varied the methods and even constructed 
model steam-engines, but failed to help the working 
miner. 

The ever-increasing depth and size of the pumps 
required the power of water-wheels and horse-whims 
until about the year 1702 Savery is said to have erected 
the first steam pumping-engine in Cornwall, of which 
he wrote thus in the * Miner's Friend ' : — 

" I have known in Cornwall a work with three lifts 
of about 18 feet each, lift and carry a 3^-inch bore; 
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EARLY CORNISH ENGINES. 3 

that cost forty-two shillings a day. I dare undertake 
that my engine shall raise you as much water for eight- 
pence as will cost you a shilling to raise the like with 
your old engines fti coal pits." 

Savery's hoiler was of cast iron. A vacuum was 
formed in a receiv.er by admitting steam to drive out 
air, and then condensing this steam by pouring cold 
water on the outer surface of the receiver, caused the 
water in the shaft to rise by the weight of the atmo- 
sphere into the void in the receiver ; a* valve prevented 
its return, while another valve opened a passage to the 
upcast pipe from the receiver towards the surface of 
the mine; a supply of steam again passed from the 
boiler to the receiver, forcing the contained water 
upwards through the pipes. The only moving parts 
of the machine were the valves. 

This engine illustrated three leading principles of 
the modern steam-engine, — the use of steam to expel 
the atmosphere, its condensation by cold forming a 
vacuum, and the more direct use of steam as a strongly 
expansive manageable agent. 

Savery's engine, requiring to be fixed near the bottom 
of the shaft, or within 30 feet of the level of the water 
to be raised, never came into general use, and absence 
of moving parts made it unsuitable for any other 
purpose than the raising of water, and even for that 
there are not many traces of its practical application. 

In 1705 Newcomen, from Devonshire, combining the 
ideas of others with his own great mechanical genius, 
constructed, or it may fairly be said, invented the means 
of giving motion to a beam by using a cylinder and 
piston. The steam pressure in the boiler was 1 or 
2 lbs. on the square inch above the pressure of the 
atmosphere, suflBcient to drive the air out of the cylin- 

B 2 
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4 EARLY CORNISH ENGINES. 

der and prepare it for the vacuum. This was known 
as the " Atmospheric Engine," its power being measured 
by the weight, of the atmosphere on a piston, whose 
under side was in vacuum. • 

In 1712 such an engine was erected at Grriff in War- 
wickshire which raised a load equal to 10 or 11 lbs. on 
each square inch of the piston. Others followed, and 
many improvements were made. The first steam- 
cylinder was about 23 inches in diameter. 

In 1720 Newcomen erected at Ludgvan-lez, in Corn- 
wall, a pumping engine with a cylinder of 47 inches 
in diameter, working at the rate of fifteen strokes a 
minute. 

The best working engine in Cornwall in 1746 was 
at the Pool Mine, interestingly described by Borlase :^ — 

"The most powerful as well as constant engine hitherto in- 
vented is the fire-engine. 

" This engine is now well known to the learned ; but as their 
books do not reach everywhere, and this machine is especially 
serviceable for the working of deep mines, and of great advan- 
tage to the public revenue, a general explanation of its principal 
parts, its powers, and profit to the Government, may not be im- 
proper. The principal members of this engine are exhibited in 
the engraving annexed ; the cistern or boiler T, the cyhnder P, and 
the bob 1, turning on an axis which rests in the middle of the 
wall Y. The following is the process of its several operations : — 
The cistern T, full of boiling water, supplies steam (by means of 
an upright tube and valve which shuts and opens) to fill the 
hollow cylinder P, and expel the air through a horizontal tube S, 
placed at its bottom. As the steam rises, the piston, which plays 
up and down in the cylinder, rises, and when it is got near the 
top opens a clack, by which cold water is injected, and condenses 
the vapour into nearly the twelve thousandth space which it 



* See Borlase's * Natural History of Cornwall,* pub. 1768. 
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before occupied, and the cylinder being then nearly empty the 
piston of iron edged with tow an 1 covered with water (to prevent 
any air from above getting into the cylinder), is driven down 
by the pressure of the atmospliere (with the force of about 
17 lb!». on every square superficial inch) nearly to the bottom 



Newcombn Atmosthebic Exginb. Pool Mink. 1746. 

A. soQth front or flre'engine honse ; B, triangle for tending the engine-pumps; 0, arch for main bob 
to play in; D, coal-bouse and fire-place; E, capstan and cable for the triangle; F, balanoe-bob to 
assist the draught ; O. the belL 

H. section tnm the west; I, south end of the main bob; K, main chain, to draw up the water from 
the bottom ; L. end of balance-bob, marked F in Fig. 1 ; M, a small chain, drawing from the adit to 
a dstem ; N, force-pump to supply the cistern for the boiler T, &o. ; 0, north end of the main bob ; 
P. the cylinder ; R, the eastern door; S, pipes to let out the air and steam from the cylinder ; T, the 
boiler which supplies the steam ; U, the damper to moderate the fire ; W, the fire-place ; X, the ash- 
pit; Y. the axis of the main bob. 
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of the cylinder ; at this instant it opens the valve which lets 
in the steam from the boiler T, and then the piston ascends 
till it opens the condensing clack above, which brings it down 
again to open the under clack and admit the steam, and thus 
continues ascending and descending as long as the managers 
think proper ; this process is quick or otherwise, as the steam is 
by increase or subtraction of fire made more or less violent, to 
drive the engine faster or slower. To this piston the end of the 
bob is fastened by an iron chain, and as the piston descends 
in the cylinder P this end of the bob is drawn downwards, and 
vice versa. As the end is drawn down, the other end of the 
bob I ascends, and by a chain I E draws up with it, from an 
iron or brass cylindrical tube, called a pit-barrel, through a tyre 
of wooden pumps, a column of water out of the mine equal in 
diameter to the bore of that tube, and in height to each stroke 
or motion of the piston in the cylinder P, and the sweep of the 
bob I K. Many improvements have lately been added to this 
excellent piece of mechanism, among which I cannot but mention 
one in particular, which is, that as this engine stood formerly, 
if the firemen chanced to nod, the violence of the motion in- 
creasing with the fire, the weighty bob I beat, shocked, and 
endangered the whole machine, and the fabric it is enclosed 
in ; but now, when the fire is at the extreme height^ and the 
bob begins to beat and strike the springs, it lets fall a trigger 
into a notch and stops the injection-cock, and the whole move- 
ment is stopped till the injection of the cold water into the 
cylinder is restored ; so that this engine is now brought to such 
perfection that in a great measure it tends, regulates, frees, and 
checks itself. Several subordinate members, wires, clacks, and 
valves are all moved, opened, and shut by the force of .the steam 
and the motion of the piston ; inasmuch as that by enlarging 
the cylinder and other parts in proportion, few Cornish mines 
are subject to more water than this engine will master. Its 
power is in proportion to the diameter of the cylinder princi- 
pally, the strength of the steam, and the depth it draws. This 
is the fire-engine which in the year 1746 belonged to the Pool 
Mine and the cylinder's diameter from the outer edge was 
but 3 feet ; but they make them much larger now, and it is 
imagined that if they were still to increase the diameter of the 
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cylinder and make it also shorter than they do now, the force 
would be augmented, and though the column of water exhausted 
would be shorter, yet might this be well remedied by increasing 
the number of tubes, which the greater pressure on the piston 
would easily manage. A cylinder of 47 inches bore at Ludgvan- 
lez-work, in the parish of Ludgvan, making about fifteen strokes 
in a minute, usually drew through pit-barrels of 15 inches 
diameter, from a pump 30 fathoms deep. The cylinder at 
Herland (or Drednack) Mine, in the parish of Gwinear, is 
70 inches in diameter, and will draw a greater stream of 
water at any equal depth, in proportion to the square of its 
diameter. 

" The only objections to this engine are the great expenses 
in erecting and vast consumption of coals in working it. To 
obviate these expenses several methods have been suggested of 
increasing the elasticity of the steam and reducing the size of 
the boiler, which can be decided only by experience, and to that 
we must refer them." 

The cylinder, 36 inches in diameter, rested on a large 
slab of stone, which seems to have served as the top of 
the steam-boiler, A hole cut in the stone, having a 
valve in it, was the steam-pipe. The piston was packed 
with tow ; a layer of water on its top prevented leak- 
age of air or steam. A piston-rod and chain connected 
the piston with the arched head of the wood beam. The 
steam pressure was 1 or 2 lbs. on the square inch above 
the pressure of the atmosphere, and the valves were 
self-acting, enabling the engine to make fifteen strokes 
a minute. If the engineman fell asleep and the steam 
becoming stronger made the engine work too rapidly, 
the self-acting gear, by shutting off the injection, caused 
the engine to cease working. 

The boiler is not particularly described, but the 
drawing represents a large caldron or pot of metal 
with a hollowed bottom, under which the fire was 
placed and circulated through mason-work flues around 
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the sides. The top of the boiler, being nearly flat, 
was its weakest part, and was strengthened by a stone 
cover, or possibly this stone cover, in the earlier engines, 
formed the boiler-top. 

In 1756, several were at work; about a dozen are 
specified ; one of them at the Herland Mine having a 
cylinder of 70 inches in diameter. 

The only objection to the engine is the cost of the 
coal. Tp lessen this, several methods had been sug- 
gested for increasing the elasticity of the steam, and 
reducing the size of the boiler. 

Such were the Newcomen atmospheric open-top 
cylinder steam-engines, among which Trevithick, sen., 
lived, depending mainly on the vacuum and weight 
of the atmosphere for their power, but yet having 
caused the discovery that an increased pressure of steam 
in the boiler added to the speed and power of the 
engine, they only needed an inventor who should 
design a smaller and stronger boiler, to give steam 
of greater elastic force. 

This Pool Mine, now called North Wheal Crofty, 
adjoined Dolcoath Mine, and was within half a mile 
of the house in which Richard Trevithick, sen., lived, 
then a boy eleven years of age. It is more than likely 
that in early manhood he exercised an authority over 
it, for shortly after that period, in 1765, he was the 
manager of Dolcoath, and resided just midway between 
the two mines, both of which were worked under the 
Dedimstanville interest for which Trevithick was the 
agent. In 1746 the Cornish pumping engine worked 
fifteen strokes a minute, and was so under control 
from its well-contrived gear and valve work, that the 
engine regulated its own movements, and its power 
was only limited by the diameter of the cylinder and 
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the strength of the steam. In 1758 Borlase wrote: — 
"Several methods have been suggested for increasing 
the elasticity of the steam, and reducing the size of 
the boiler, which can be decided only by experience, 
and to that we must refer them." And we shall find 
that shortly after that period Richard Trevithick, sen., 
took the first step in overcoming the diflSculty. 

In 1830 the writer saw at the Weith in Camborne 
a floor about 12 feet square of blocks of granite, known 
as the old Moor-stone boiler, and conversed with several 
old men, who, when boys, played in it, when it had 
sides or walls three or four feet high of blocks of 
granite. 

Captain Joseph Vivian recollected hearing, when a 
boy, his uncles Simon and John Vivian talk of having 
taken a contract to break up this boiler, and cut out the 
copper pipes in the inside. 

Mr. C. E. Edwards, a smith at Perran, near Mara- 
zion, has. the screw-plate and taps used in constructing 
a granite boiler for Gwallon Mine, near the present 
Wheal Prosper. 

His great-grandfather, Edwards, was a smith in 
Ludgvan-lez when Newcomen put his great engine 
there, about 1720. His grandfather was married in 
1764, and set up the smith's shop C. E. Edwards 
still works in, bringing as a marriage present those 
old taps and screw-plate, said to be the first used in 
Cornwall. When a boy he often heard his * grand- 
father talk of the. old smiths who failed to clamp 
together by lambs' tails ^ the blocks of granite forming 
the boiler at the G-wallon Mine ; and one of these smiths 
said, go over to Edwards at Ludgvan-lez, he can make 
screws that will draw them up beautiful. 

* Bauds of iron tightenwl by cutters in liou of bolts. 
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G-wallon Mine was less than a mile from Newcomen's 
early engine at Ludgvan-lez. 

James Banfield, for many years the principal smith 
/ in the engineering works of Harvey and Co., at Hayle, 
says: — "In 1813 I was rivet-boy at the making of 
Captain Trevithick's high-pressure boilers at Mellinear 
Mine. The largest boiler-plates then to be had in 
Cornwall were 3 feet by 1 foot. My father served his 
apprenticeship in 1784 with uncle Jan Hosking, a 
famous smith, on Long-stone Downs in Lelant parish. 
Father has often told me how the work used to be 
made when he was a young man. The only wrought 
iron they could get was Spanish bar^ 2 inches square, 
hammered thin in the middle that it might be bent 
for the convenience of carriage. It was red-short iron 
difficult to work ; and Swedish or Danish bar, said to 
come from Siberia, 3^ inches wide, and |ths of an inch 
thick. Whatever was wanted in the mine had to be 
made with such bars." 

In 1746, the only wrought iron of commerce in 
Cornwall being small bars, to make a wrought-iron 
boiler was a difficult and almost hopeless undertaking. 

Small boiler-plates and boilers were made in Staflford- 
shire or Shropshire; but the Cornish roads did not 
admit of the easy conveyance of heavy weights. For 
fifty years after the erection of these early engines, the 
coal and mineral from the ports and mines were con- 
veyed bn mules, the roads being unsuitable for wheel 
carriages. 

. The traditions relating to granite boilers may not 
absolutely lead to the conclusion of their use ; but the 
many difficulties in procuring a good boiler are evident. 
Borlase's drawing shows a close intimacy of boiler and 
stonework ; the steam-pipe leading from the top of the 



\>. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



EARLY CORNISH ENGINES. 11 

boiler into the bottom of the cylinder being merely a 
hole in the large stone resting on the top of the boiler, 
on which the cylinder was supported. - 

The drawing, coupled with tradition, implies, almost c^/i/f^YXf^ 
to a certainty, the use of granite in the construction of / ^ '^J ^ 
early steam-engine boilers ; and the cutting out of copper 
pipes from a boiler during the childhood of a person 
still living, seems to prove that even in those early 
days we had tubular boilers ; for in the granite boiler 
it is impossible to imagine any other way of getting 
up steam than by some internal fire-place, as suggested 
by those tubes. Such is the history of the steam pump- 
ing engine in Cornwall up to 1758, enabling the miner 
to follow to a greater depth the glittering tin, sparkling 
in its bed of hard rock, from which its minute pin-point 
particles were separated by stamping the lode-stone 
into sand, and washing it in a gentle stream, on the 
higher portion of which the heavier tin settled, while 
the lighter refuse went with the stream, except in the 
chance eddies and hollows where again the greater 
gravity of the particles of tin settled them at the 
bottom, while the waste earth still floated away, on 
and on to the sea. 

" If the ore be very full of clammy slime, it is turned from 
the area C into a pit near by, called a buddle, L I, to make it 
stamp the freer without choking the grates, and brought back 
to C. If the ore is not slimy, it is shovelled forward from C 
into a sloping channel of timber E, called the pass, from whence 
it slides by its own weight and the assistance of a small rill of 
water, D,, into the box at Y ; then by the lifters a 60, falling on 
it after being raised by the axletree d, which is turned roxmd by 
the water-wheel B, it is pounded or stamped small ; to make 
the lifters more lasting, and fall upon the ore with the greater 
force, they are armed at the bottom with large masses of iron 
of 140 lbs. weight ench, called stamp-heads ; and to assist the 
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attrition, the rill of water D keeps the ore perpetually wet, and 
the Ptamp-heads cool, till the ore in the box Y is pulverized, and 
small enough to pass through the holes of an iron grate at Y. 
The grate is a thin plate of iron, no more than ^V^h of an inch 
thick, 1 foot square, full of small holes punched in it about 
the bigness of a moderate pin, not always of the same diameter, 
but as the different size of the tin granules requires ; for the 
larger the ciystals enclosing the metals are, the larger must be 
the holes, and viee versa, so that in suiting the grate to the nature 
of the tin, the skill of the dresser appears. From this grate the 
tin is carried by a smaller gutter e, into the fore pit P, where it 
makes its first and purest settlement, the lighter parts running 
forwards with the water through holes made in the partition /, 
into the middle pit A (much of the same shape and size as the 
fore pit), and thence into the tliird pit H ; what settles in A and 
H is called the slimes, and what runs oflf from them is good for 
nothing. The fore pit F, as soon as full is emptied, and the con- 
tents-carried to the huddle I, a pit 7 feet long, 3 wide, and 
2 deep ; the dresser standing in the huddle at I, spreads the pul- 
verized ore at K, called the head of the huddle, in small ridges 
parallel to the run of the water which enters the huddle at L, 
and falling equally over the cross-bar M, washes the slime from 
the ridges (which are moved to and fro with a shovel) till the 
water, permeating every part, washes down the whole into the 
huddle I : whilst the dresser's hands are employed in stirring the 
ridges at K, he keeps his foot going always, and moves the ore 
to and fro so as the water may have full power to wash and 
cleanse it from its impurities ; the huddle fills, and the tin is 
sorted into three divisions ; that next the head, at ff, is the purest ; " 
the middle, at A, is next in degree; that at i most impure of the 
three ; and each of these divisions goes through a different pro- 
cess. The fore part at A is taken out first, and carried to a lai-ge 
tub N, called the keeve ; there immersed in water, it is moved 
round with a shovel for a quarter of an hour, by which means 
the impurities rise from the ore, and become suspended in the 
water ; the tin ore is then sifted in a sieve purposely constructed, 
and if it needs, must be sent to be huddled again, then returned 
to the keeve and worked as before with a shovel, which they call 
iozififf the tin; the keeve is then paoJced, that is, beat with a 
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hammer or mallet on the sides, that the ore within may shift and 
shake off the waste, and settle the purer to the bottom. The 
foul water then on the top of the keeve is poured off, and the 
sordes which settles above the tin is skimmed off, and what re- 
mains is pure enough to be sent to the melting house, and is 
then called black tin. 

" The waste skimmed off is carefully laid by to uudergo an- 
other washing : whilst the' fore part of the buddle I is thus 
manufacturing at the keeve, another hand is moving forth that 
part of the buddle h in the same manner as ff was before ; and 
in its turn that, and the settlement at e, is promoted to the 
keeve, and thus what is deposited in the fore pit F, is hrought 
about, as the tinners term it, that is, undergoes all the necessary 

lotions. 

* 

" What runs off from F into G and H must be dealt with in 
another manner. The contents of these pits consist of the small 
and lighter parts of the ore, and are intimately mixed with a 
greater quantity of earth and stone bruised to dust by the-mill. 
These are called the dimes, and are carried to the trunk O to 
be again reworked."^ 

The same principles remain in operation even to the 
present day, but the work of the man's foot is performed 
by the more effective movements from the steam-engine, 
and the plane surface of the old buddle has generally 
given place to a circular buddle, the tin stuff taking the 
form of a flat conical mound, the heavy particles of tin 
remaining near the centre, while the lighter particles 
are carried' by a film of running water toward the 
circumference of the mound ; revolving arms having 
bits of rag or brushes attached slightly disturb the 
surface of the tin stuff, inducing by the running water 
the constant change of position of the particles, the 
lighter or refuse portions being washed farthest from 
the centre of the mound. 

Not only does Borlase give explicit detail on the mine 

* Borlase's * Natural History of Cornwall,' pub. 1758. 
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mechanism of his day, but also indirectly shows when 
Cornish streams were first poisoned by mineral water. 
" About fifty years since there were plenty of fine trout 
in the river Conar in Gwythian"^ — this would be about 
1 708 ; it now sweeps to the sea yearly many thousands 
of tons of sand from the tin stamps, and from its colour 
is called the red river ; no fish swim in it, though about 
1820 the writer caught trout in a tributary stream, from 



Ghowlub Stbsam. 1871. [W. J. Welch.] 

Roseworthy. The destruction of fish one hundred and 
sixty years ago in the Conar, or valley from the Great 
Dolcoath mining district, was from tin streaming or shal- 
low mining ; but when in after years the steam-engine 
drained the mines and copper ore was worked, the rivers 
became still more poisonous. " At Crowliss, a village of 
Ludgvan, in the year 1739, a flock of geese belonging 

* Borlase's * Natural History of Cornwall.' 
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to James George, tailor, went into the river as usual, 
and drinking heartily of the water (a very strong 
mundic), upon their return to the bank nine of them 
lay down immediately and died." ^ The water fatal to 
the thirsty geese came from Ludgvan-lez copper mine ; 
it is now a red stream from tin mines where geese may 
safely seek for grains of tin, readily taking a taste when 
passing a heap of craze, or tin ore and sand, to allay 
the cravings of the gizzard. The writer believes but 
three geese recovered from the Crowliss flock. Cattle 
are apt to* prefer this mine water, but it gives a rough 
coat and sometimes causes death. Large quantities of 
arsenic are taken from the flues of tin-calcining fur- 
naces: in 1868 a field of apparently well-grown oats 
ripe for the sickle was valueless, from the absence of 
grain in the pods, caused by arsenical smoke from Stray 
Park Mine, while the straw was unfit even for bedding 
for cattle, because they might eat it; cabbages in an 
adjoining field were uninjured, the numerous little flakes 
of white arsenic resting on them could be washed off" ; 
a grass field near by was utterly untrustworthy, but 
potatoes thrived well and were said to be comparatively 
free from disease. The smoking chimney in Cook's 
Kitclien* is attached to one of these calciners: on 
going into the flues when the workman was shovelling 
the arsenic from their sides and bottom into a barrow, 
the writer breathed a palpable atmosphere of arsenic ; on 
coming out the man took a pasty from a bench, having 
a suspiciously thick layer of arsenic on it ; brushing off 
with his hand the superfluous poison, he dined heartily. 
A heap of arsenic of several tons lay by tlie furnace at 
the road-side, to be prepared for commercial wants. 

* Borlase'fl * Natural History of Cornwall.' 
' Cook's Kitchen Water-\yheel, chap. iii. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

BICHABD TREVITHIGE, BEN. 

Gilbert, in his * Survey of Cornwall/ says : — 

" The name of Trevithick is certainly of great antiquity in 
the county of Cornwall, and the family is supposed to have been 
resident at Trevimider for many descents before the seventeenth 
century. 

" A monument in St Eval Church, to the memory of the 
Eev. William Trevithick, in 1692, and one with the impalement 
of the arms of Leach and Trevithick, in 1672 ; and several places 
or properties in that neighbourhood called Trevithick, point to 
their Cornish origin. Arms — ^Argent, a unicorn rampant. 

" Anne Trevithick, the sole heiress of William Trevithick, of 
Trevimider, married Francis Leach Llewellan, SheriiF of Corn- 
wall, in 1740. The arms of Llewellan seem to denote their 
descent from the ancient Princes of Wales. 

" Trevithick, formerly a seat of the Arundells ; and Trevi- 
thick, formerly a seat of the Polomounters. 

** Trelissick, formerly a seat of the Tremaynes. The house 
appears to have been built by the Hookers, and in the glass of 
the windows are preserved the family arms, with the letters 
J. V. H. Trevithick." 

The * Parochial History of Cornwall ' says of the St. 
Eval monument to Trevithick : — 

'* In remembrance of William Trevithick, of Trevimider, in 
St. Eval, Gent., who died the 3rd day of Nov., 1731, aged 52. 

" * FareweU kind friends, 

Farewell dear wile and brother ; 
Peace be your ends, 
United to each other.' *' 

VOL. I C 
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Polwheles' ' History of Cornwall ' has the follow- 
ing:— 

" I have first to remark that Alfred devised Cornwall to his 
eldest son Edward, and that he devised it under the name of 
Triconshire. 

" The natives that occur as men of property, or who probably 
held lands here before the Conquest, have been distinguished by 
Carew under the appellations of Tre, Pol, and Pen, and it seems 
worthy of remark that as representatives of Tre and Pol, if not 
of Pen, there exist several families, who have possessed lands 
from all antiquity. 

" By Tre, Pol, and Pen, you shall know the (.'omishmen. 

In olden time property and birth gave power and 
influence to the family of Trevithick. History traces 
the last male Trevithick, of Trevimider, down to 1731 ; 
and shortly after his death, his daughter and sole heiress 
married Francis Leach Llewellan, who believed himself 
a descendant of the Princes of Wales. Some poor 
branch of the male line survived unnoticed, for 
Richard Trevithick, sen., was bom in 1735. He is 
said to have walked a day's journey to make the 
acquaintance of one known by his almost obsolete 
name; but little trace remains of where he was born 
or how he was brought up, though the writer has 
talked with those who knew him well in his old age, 
and who spoke of him with respect, as of one above 
his fellows. 

The writer's first reliable evidence of his acts is from 
his old account-books, some of which, after his death, 
were fortunately retained by his son, that their unfilled 
leaves might serve for his rough draft letters. Three 
of these books still remain, showing that when thirty 
years of age, Richard Trevithick, sen., was the manager 
of the leading mines in Cornwall ; Dolcoath Mine, the 
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oldest, richest, and most famous in Cornish history, 
being at that time his head-quarters, while his place of 
residence was in lUogan parish, midway between the 
mine and Cam Brea Hill. 

How long he had filled the position of leading man 
in Cornish mines, prior to the dates in the writer's pos- 
session, is an unanswered question — certainly for several 
years, for to be manager of the great Dolcoath at the 
age of thirty implies unusual ability ; but to be at the 
same time manager of several other of the leading 
mines, proves that at that early age he was a man of 
eminent practical experience. Borlase thus speaks of 
Cornish mining when Trevithick, sen., was a child in 
1738 : — ** All these are easily performed when the work- 
ings are near the surface ; but the difficulty increases 
with the depth, and skill and care become still more and 
more necessary ; and, indeed,^ all the mechanical powers, 
the most forcible engines, and the utmost sagacity of 
the chief miner, are often too little and vain when the 
workings are deep and many." 

In the year 1760 Richard Trevithick, sen., when 
twenty- five years old, married Miss Anne Teague, 
whose family were mine managers in the Redruth 
district ; their forefathers were said to have been driven 
from Ireland during a rebellion. Richard Trevithick, 
sen., and his wife, their four daughters, and one son, 
averaged 5 feet 11 inches in height. 

In 1765 he was the manager of Dolcoath Mine, and 
constructed "the deep adit," a work of difficulty and 
importance in those days, still serving as tlie lowest 
practical drain for numerous mines, and reducing the 
adit level for the exit mine-water by 60 or 70 feet. 

Arthur and John Woolf were in his pay ; the father 
and uncle of Arthur Woolf the well-known engineer, 

c 2 
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and of bis brother who mutinied on board the fleet at 
the Nore, under an assumed name. 

The Dolcoath Mine at that time used two atmospheric 
steam pumping engines, the water from which, on its 
way to the lower level of the new adit, by its passage 
over two water-wheels with cranks on their axles 
attached to beams, worked pumps. 




KliSilifcKCB or TUEMTUIOK, 8ltN., IK 1760, AS IT APP£AUXD IJC 1871. [W. J. Welch.] 

The mineral from the mine was raised by horse- 
whims, and water was elevated by the same means in 
buckets or kibbals from the shallow levels, showing that 
the steam pumping apparatus had not driven the horse 
quite out of the field in 1765, nor had the pump-barrel 
entirely superseded the original tub. 
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The merciful care in supplying wholesome air to the 
underground miner, exercised by Richard Trevithick 
a hundred years ago, is now enforced by the strong 
arm of the law. Those who carried out the detail in 
sending air into the mine by the power of the steam- 
engine, were the fathers of the men Vho, in after 
years, prominently helped in the detail manufacture of 
the first locomotive. 

In Trevithick's accounts of 1765 is the following 
entry : — 

"To William Jeffry and partner for driving north from 
BuUan Garden (a part of Dolcoath) fire-engine shaft.* 

" To clearing and timbering from the western end of Tonkin's 
Ground to the western water-engine shaft. 

" To bringing air from the little engine to the ends. 

"To winding kibbals (of water or stuff), at 5d. per hundred 
kibbals." 

The notable re-erection by Richard Trevithick, sen., of 
the old Carloose engine, just before Watt's first engine 
in Cornwall, forms an era in the history of the st^am- 
engine. The following extract from his account-book, 
closing in 1775, gives the items of chief interest : — 

"Dolcoath New Engine Cost Account. _ , / 

£ 8. d. y 

Carloose adventurers, for materials 414 12 3 

John Commins, for boiler-top, &c 93 8 9 

John Jones and Co. (Bristol), for iron pumps 118 6 10 

Dale company, for iron pumps 131 9 4 

Mr. Budge, for erecting the engine 63 

Carriage of the boiler, cylinder, &c., from Carloose,) 50 

including attendance, &c., &c ) 

Arthur Woolf, per month 1 14 4 

John Harvey and partners, for putting in the boiler and) 00 ■• q 

building the shed- walls, &c } 

To new ironwork, as per account 187 10 4 

To timber boards, &c., as per account 255 10 10" 

This worn-out Carloose engine, bought for 414^. 126. 3c/., 
had been one of Newcomen's early erections, of perhaps 
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forty or fifty years before, but in 1775 tbe ^ear and 
valves were improved and made self-acting, and it 
l)ecame a new engine, with the exception of a few large 
parts, such as cylinder, large bob, &c., and was named 
Dolcoath New Engine. 

The greatest improvement, however, was Trevithick's 
new semicircular boiler - top, which, at a cost of 
93/. 85. 9rf., took the place of the original flat top, 
weighted down by slabs of granite. The cylindrical 
sides, and indented or curved bottom, of the New- 
comen boilers gave strength to those parts ; but its flat 
weak top prevented the use of steam of a higher 
pressure. Newcomen's steam-boilers were simply the 
ordinary household boilers used in cooking, on an 
enlarged scale, with the lid or top weighted down, to 
enable them to retain st^am of one, or from that to two 
pounds on the square inch. Richard Trevithick, sen., 
removed the objectionable flat top; every part was 
made more or less circular, giving uniform and greater 
strength. The increased pressure of steam in the 
stronger boiler, by only a pound or two on the inch, 
materially increased the efiective force of the engine, 
and practically pointed out the true source of the 
further increase in the power and usefulness of 
steam. 

A story of Trevithick, sen., when at Bristol order- 
ing cast-iron work for this engine, is still told by 
Captain Joseph Vivian. 

" When dining at the inn the waiter remained in the 
room after the dinner had been placed on the table. 
Trevithick not wanting him, said, * What are you doing 
here ? ' * Oh, sir ! it is my business to wait upon you, 
sir ! ' * Well, but I do not want you here ; peeping 
upon every bit I put in my mouth. Will you be off 
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now ? ' * Oh no, sir, I am ordered to remain ! ' * You 
won't be oflF, won't you ? We'll soon see then ! ' and 
striding towards the waiter with an evident inclination 
to shake him, he drove him out." 

Trevithick, sen., also went to Coalbrookdale, which 
supplied much of the cast-iron work for the manu- 
facture of the early steam-engines, for the art of 
casting pumps was not then known in Cornwall. The 
John Harvey who worked to fix the improved boiler 
in its house was then a country smith, at Carnhell 
Green, a small village a few miles from Dolcoath. He 
having discovered how to cast iron pipes, established 
the now famous Harvey and Co.'s engineering foundry 
at Hayle. 

The improvement and re-erection of this engine by 
Trevithick, sen., was an important event. Fifty-five 
years had passed since Newcomen had worked ms first 
Cornish pumping engines. The Carloose engine was 
one of them ; and having done its share of work, old 
age and growing improvements had caused it to be set 
aside by the Carloose adventurers; the manager of 
Dolcoath Mine, however, determined to give a new life a ^ ^ 
to this discarded engine. When re-erected in its im- J 

proved form it cost 2040/. A man then earned from 
1^. to \s. 6rf. a day. With the present rate of wages 
the engine would have cost 6000Z. or 7000Z. It was, 
therefore, of great importance in those rude times, and 
in its new form was esteemed as the most perfect steam- 
engine in Cornwall. 

Mr. Budge was the working engineer erecting it. 
The cylinder was removed from its objectionable seat 
on the granite-boiler top, and placed on cross beams 
from wall to wall of the engine-house ; thus avoiding 
the jar of the steam - cylinder, resting on the weak 
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boiler and masonry, which had been a source of trouble 
in the early Newcomen. 

The wrought-iron and the timber work were prepared 
in the mine, Arthur Woolf, sen., working on it as mine 
carpenter at Is. 5d. a day. 

This 45-inch open-top C3'^linder engine, erected by 
Trevithick, sen., is shown and described by Pryce. 

" Mr. Newcomen and Mr. J. Cawley contrived another way to 
raise water by fire, where the steam to raise the water from the. 
greatest depths of mines is not required to be greater than the 
atmosphere ; and this is the structure of the present fire-engine, 
which is now of about seventy years' standing. 

" B is a large boiler, whose water, by the fire under it, is 
converted into an elastic steam. The great cylinder C, C, is fixed 
upon it, and communicates with it by the pipe d; on the lower 
orifice of which, within the boiler, moves a broad plate, by means 
of the steam-cock, or regulator E 10, stopping or opening the pas- 
sage to prevent or permit the steam to pass into the cylinder, as 
occasion requires. The diameter of the pipe d is about 4 inches. 

" The steam in the boiler ought always to be a little stronger 
than tlie air, that, when let into the cylinder, it may be a little 
more than a balance to the external air, which keeps down the 
piston to the bottom d, n, Tlie piston being by this means at 
liberty, the pump-rod will, by its great weight, descend at the 
opposite end to make a stroke, which is more than double the 
weight of the piston, &c., at the other end. The end of the lever 
at the pump, therefore, will always preponderate and descend 
when the piston is at liberty. The handle of the steam-cock 
E 10, being turned towards n, opens a pipe d to let in the steam ; 
and being turned towards O, it shuts it out, that no more can 
enter. The piston is now raised towards the top of the cylinder 
at C, and the cylinder is full of steam. The lever 0, 1, must then 
be lifted up to turn, by its teeth, the injecting cock at N, which 
permits the water, brought from the cistern ff by the pipe ff M N, 
to enter the bottom of the cylinder at n, when it flies up in the 
form of a fountain, and striking against the bottom of the piston, 
the drops, being driven all over the cylinder, will, by their cold- 
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ness, condense the steam into water again, and precipitate it to 
the bottom of the cylinder. 

" Now this whole operation of opening and shutting the steam- 
regulator and injection-cock will take up but little more than 
three seconds, and will therefore easily produce sixteen strokes 
in a minute. 

** The water in the boiler which wastes away in steam, is sup- 
plied by a pipe I i, about 3 feet long, going into the boiler about 
a foot below the surface of the water. On the top of this pipe 
is a funnel I, supplied by the pipe W with water from the cup 
of the cylinder, which has the advantage of being always warm, 
and therefore not apt to check the boiling of the water.* That 
the boiler may not have the surface of the water too low, which 
would endanger bursting, or too high, which would not have 
room enough for steam, there are two gauge-pipes at G, one 
going a little below the surface of the water when at a proper 
height, and the other standing a little above it. When every- 
thing is right, the stop-cock of the steam-pipe, being open, gives 
only steam, and that of the long one water; but if otherwise, 
both cocks will give steam when the surface of the water is too 
low, and both give water when it is too high ; and hence the 
cock which feeds the boiler at I may be opened to such a 
degree as always to keep the surface of water to its due height, 
lest the steam should grow too strong for the boiler and burst 
it. There is a valve fixed at h, with a perpendicular wire stand- 
ing up from the middle of it to put weights of lead upon, in 
order to examine the strength of the steam pushing, against it 
from within. 

" The steam has always a variable strength, yet never one-tenth 
stronger or weaker than common air ; for it has been found that 
the engine will work well when there is the weight of 1 lb. on 
each square inch of the valve. This shows that the steam ia 
one-fifteenth part stronger than the common air. 

" Now as the height of the feeding pipe from the funnel F to 
the surface of water G » is not above 3 feet, and 3^ feet of water 
is one-tenth of the pressure of the air ; if the steam were one- 
tenth part stronger than air, it would push the water out at F. 

" Among the great improvements of this engine, we may reckon 
that contrivance by which the engine itself is made to open and 
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shut the regulator and injection-cock, and that more nicely than 
any person attending could possibly do it. For this purpose, 
there is fixed to an arch 12, at a proper distance from the arch 
P, a chain, from which hangs a perpendicular piece or working 
beam Q Q, whicli comes down quite to the floor and goes through 
it in a hole which it exactly fits. This piece has a long slit in 
it and several pin-holes and pins for the movement of small 
levers destined to the same office of opening and shutting the 
cocks, after the following manner : between two perpendicular 
pieces of wood, on each side, there is a square iron axis A, B 
(upper Fig,, p. 25), which has upon it several iron pieces of the 
lever kind. The first is the piece G, E, D, called the Y, from its 
representing that letter, inverted by its two shanks E and D ; on 
the upper part is a weight F to be raised higher or lower, and 
fixed as occasion requires. This Y is fixed very fast upon the 
said iron axis A, B. From the axis hangs a sort of iron stirrup 
I, K, L, G, by its two hooks I, G, having on the lower part two 
holes K, L, through which passes a long iron pin L, K, and keyed 
in the same. When this pin is put in, it is also passed through 
the two holes in the ends E, N, of the horizontal fork or spanner 
E, Q, N, joiaed at its end Q to the handle of the regulator V 10. 
From Q to O are several holes, by which the said handle may be 
fixed to that part of the end which is most convenient. Upon 
this axis A, B, is fixed at right angles to the Y, a handle or 
lever G 4, which goes on the outside of the piece Q 2, Q 2, and 
lies between the pins. Another handle is also fastened upon the 
same axio^ viz. H 5, and placed at half a right angle to the former 
G 4 ; this passes through the slit of the piece Q 2, Q 2, lying on 
one of the pins. Hence we see that when the working beam 
goes up, its pin in the slit lifts up the spanner H 5, which turns 
about the axis so fast as to throw the Y, with its weight F, from 
C to 6, in which direction it would continue to move after it 
had passed the perpendicular, were it. not prevented by a strap 
of leather fixed to it at Q e, and made fast at the ends m and n, 
in such a manner as to allow the Y to vibrate backwards and 
forwards about a quarter of a circle, at equal distances, on this 
side and that of the perpendicular."^ 



Pryce's * Trciitisc mi Mincmls, Mines, and Mining, in Curnwall,* 1778. 
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The Newcomen Pool engine of 1746, followed by the 
Trevithick Bullan G-arden engine with improved work- 
ing gear, allowing the engineman to sit at ease, while 
the engine moved at the increased speed of sixteen 
strokes a minute, and the improved boiler, give a good 
idea of the state and progress of the steam-engine from 
its first really useful working days, up to Trevithick, sen., 
in 1775, or even to Watt, who erected his first engine 
in Cornwall shortly after that date. 

Trevithick's, sen., account - books, commencing in 
1765, prove the use, ten years before the erection of his 
engine, of two steam-engines in the Dolcoath Mine, the 
Bullan G-arden fire-engine, and the little engine; and 
many others were then at work, for Borlase said in 
1746 "there are several other very considerable mines 
now worked by the fire-engine in Cornwall, — Huel- 
rith in G-odolphin Hill, Herland, Bullan G-arden, 
Dolcoath, The Pool, Bosprowal, Huel-ros, and some 
others." 

Feed-water was supplied from a cistern three or four 
feet above the boiler, serving also as a safety-valve 
should the steam become of greater pressure than the 
weight of the head of water, thus allowing the steam to 
escape on the water becoming lower than the bottom of 
the feed-pipe ; two gauge-cocks and a weighted safety- 
valve showed the water level and the steam pressure. 

A plug-rod, so called from its shifting plugs or 
pins, worked the gear-handles for moving the steam and 
injection valves or cocks ; and Y shafts, named from the 
shape of the levers fixed on them, moved the valves. 
A cataract regulated the time of rest of the piston at 
the top of the cylinder ; water from a regulating cock 
ran into a balanced tub, which when full descended, and 
capsizing its contents, returned to its former level. 
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having during its movement opened the injection-valve, 
and caused the piston to descend. 

These contrivances are used in the present day, in an 
improved form, but still retaining their old names. 

Borlase wrote hopefully of a coming boiler to give 
more highly elastic steam; Pry ce, with the accumula- 
tive improvements of twenty years, said, " The steam 
has always a variable strength, yet never one-tenth 
stronger or weaker than common air ; for it has been 
found that the engine will work well when there is the 
weight of I lb. on each square inch of the valve." 

The last words in Pryce's book relate to Watt and his 
expected improvements ; and his view of the best st,eam- 
pressure was just that which Watt adopted and acted on. 

It is unimportant whether Trevithick, sen., used the 
increased pressure of the steam; he certainly con- 
structed a boiler on scientific principles that allowed 
of its use. Stuart, fifty years after Pryce, gave a copy 
of Pryce's drawing of Trevithick's engine erected in 
Bullan Garden, a part of Dolcoath Mine ; but Stuart 
in error calls it " a view of the atmospheric engine 
as improved by Beighton." The detail accounts of 
its construction by Trevithick, sen., make no mention 
of the name of Beighton. The reader who cares to 
examine the drawings by Pryce and Stuart will observe 
that this copy is in perspective, while the other draw- 
ings by Stuart are not. Pryce states that his drawing 
of the engine was made at his own expense and was 
dedicated to his kinsman John Price, late High Sheriff 
for the county of Cornwall. Trevithick, sen., was the 
mineral agent for the great mining property of Lord 
Dedunstanville and Basset, in which were situated the 
leading mines of that day, retaining the post for 
twenty-two years, to tlie time of his death. 
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In 1776 he received a grant from Sir Francis Basset, 
of the mine sett of Roskear (or Wheal Chance), which 
became a large mine, and is still at work. 

Another of his account-books, commencing January, 
1777, contains a list of sixty-four diflferent Cornish 
copper mines then at work; the greater number of 
which must have used steam-engines. It also gives 
particulars of the sale of copper at the Cornish ticket- 
ings for the two years 1777 and 1778, showing a 
yearly produce of about 24,000 tons of copper ore, 
worth 156,000Z. 

These account-books show that he was the manager of 
Dolcoath, Wheal Chance, now Roskear, Wheal Treasury, 
and Eastern Stray Park, at 21. a month from each, the 
greatest pay in the cost-books of the time : being the 
lord's agent he had the leading authority in the principal 
Cornish mines situated on the Basset property. 

In the year following Trevithick's engine, Watt 
erected his first working engine. 

" In 1776 Watt, after much difficulty, erects his first working 
engine ; and in 1777 erects his first engine in Cornwall at Wheal 
Busy Mine, Here he met the Hornblowers, who had been 
erecting engines for fifty years, and Bonze, who had five engines 
at work, with cylinders of 60 to 70 inches in diameter. 

" In 1778 Watt is again in Cornwall, and says Jhe Chaee- 
water engine goes satisfactorily, making fourteen strokes per 
minute, and others are ordererl. Even the infidels of Dolcoath 
are now obliquely inquiring after our terms. 

"He would almost as soon have wrestled with the Cornish 
miners as higgled with them. They were shrewd, practical men, 
rough in manner and speech, yet honest withal. 

" In 1779 Murdoch joined Watt in Cornwall. Watt, in writing 
to Boulton, says : — ' At Wheal Union account our savings were 
ordered to be charged to the interest of Messrs. Edwards and 
Phillips ; but when to be paid, Grod knows ! Bevan said in a 
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month. After all this was settled, in came Captain Trevithick, 
I believe on purpose, as he came late, and might have heard 
that I was gone there. He immediately fell fonl of our account, 
in a manner peculiar to himself; laboured to demonstrate that 
Dolcoath engines not only surpassed the table, but even did 
more work with the coals than Wheal Union did, and concluded 
with saying that we had taken or got the advantage of the 
adventurers. I think he first said the former, and then edged 
off by the latter statement. Mr. Phillips defended, and 
Mr. Edwards, I thought, seemed staggered, though candid. 
Mr. Phillips desired the data, that he might calculate it over 
in his way. Mr. Edwards slipped away ; but 1 found after- 
wards that he was in another room with Captain Gundry (who, 
and Hodge also, behaved exceedingly well ; I believe Gundry 
to be a very sincere, honest man). I went out to speak to 
Joseph, and on my return found only Trevithick, Bevan, Hodge, 
and some others. Soon after, Mr. Edwards called out Trevithick 
to him, and Gundry. I heard them very loud, and waited their 
return for an hour ; but they not seeming ready to return, night 
coming on, and feeling myself very uncomfortable, I came away, 
so know not what passed further. During all this time I was so 
confounded with the impudence, ignorance, and overbearing 
manner of the man, that I could make no adequate defence, and 
indeed could scarcely keep my temper, which, however, I did, 
perhaps to a fault; for nothing can be more grievous to an 
ingenuous mind than the being suspected or accused of deceit. 
To mend the matter, it had been an exceedingly rainy morning, 
and I had got a little wet going thither, which had rather hurt 
my spirits. Yesterday I had a violent headache and could do 
nothing. Some means itiust be taken to satisfy the country, 
otherwise this malicious man will hurt us exceedingly. The 
point on which Mr. Ed\^ards seemed to lay the most stress was 
the comparing with a 77tV cylinder, as he alleged they would 
not have put in so large an engine ; and in this there is some 
reason, as I do not think they believe that the engine would be 
so powerful as it is. Add to this that the mine barely pays 
its way. Trevithick made a great noise about short strokes at 
setting on, &c. The Captains seemed to laugh at that ; and I 
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can demonstrate that, were it allowed for, it would not come to 
2s. 6d. per month. I believe they can be brought to allow that 
they would have put in a 70-inch. Now query if we ought to 
allow this to be calculated from a 70 (at which it will come 
to near 400Z. a year), and on making this concession insist on 
our having a good paymaster to pay regularly once a month, 
and not be obliged to go like beggars to their accounts to seek 
our due, and be insulted by such scoundrels into the bargain. 
As to Hallamanin, they have not met yet, and when they do 
meet I shall not go to them. I cannot bear such treatment ; 
but it is not prudent to resent it too warmly just now. I believe 
you mtid come here. I think fourteen days would settle matters. 
Besides my inability to battle such people, I really have not 
time to bestow on them.' 

"In the autumn of 1780 Boulton went into Cornwall for a 
time, to look after the business there; several new engines 
had been ordered, and were either erected or in progress, at 
Wheal Treasury, Tresavean, Penrydel, Dolcoath, Wheal Chance, 
Wheal Crenver, and the United Mines. 

" One of the principal objects of his visit was to settle the 
agreements with the minnig companies for the use of these 
engines. It had been found difficult to estimate the actual 
savings of fuel, and the settlement of the accounts was a constant 
source of cavil." ^ 

In 1779 Watt, with his low-pressure steam vacuum 
engine, had declared war against Trevithick, sen,, and 
his improved higher pressure steam-engine. Watt's first 
impression of " the infidels of Dolcoath " was that they 
were " obliquely inquiring "; but after a year's un- 
fruitful negotiation, he "was so confounded with the 
impudence, ignorance, and overbearing manner of the 
man " (Trevithick, sen.), that he could make no adequate 
defence. 

In the autumn of 1780 several new engines had been 



* * Lives of Huiiltoii and Watt,' by Smiles, p. 270. 
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ordered from Watt for Cornwall, for Wheal Treasury, 
Tresavean, Penrydel, Dolcoath, Wheal Chance, Wheal 
Crenver, and the United Mines. 

The spirit of rivalry and even of mistrust arose of 
necessity between Trevithick, sen., and Watt ; but it is 
much to the credit of the former that, within three years 
of the erection of Witt's first engine in Cornwall, he, as 
ijianager, ordered his rival's engine for Wheal Treasury, 
Dolcoath, and Wheal Chance, being three out of the seven 
mines that at that time had agreed to try Watt's engine. 

The Watt Dolcoath engine had a cylinder of 63 
inches in diameter, with a cylinder cover, and an air- 
pump and condenser, and was called the great 63-inch 
double engine. It was erected near to a 63-inch New- 
comen engine, mentioned by Watt as Bonze's, with open- 
top cylinder, and known as the fire-engine, and was also 
close alongside of the 45-inch open-top cylinder Car- 
loose, erected by Trevithick, sen., known afterwards as 
the Shammal engine, because those two engines pumped 
from the same shaft, which was called Shamalling. 

The oldest account-book now in Dolcoath Mine going 
back to 1783, has the entry of 521. paid to Boulton and 
Watt for a month's saving by their patent engine. 

As these three engines will be frequently spoken of, 
it may here be mentioned that the birth of the two 
oldest is lost in obscurity. The 45-inch cylinder Car- 
loose, after her first life-time, was renewed in 1775. 
The little fire-engine is mentioned as working, in 
Trevithick's account-book of 1765, but there is no inti- 
mation of when the 63-inch atmospheric began to work. 
Watt's 63-inch double engine dates from 1780. 

The oldest account-book in Cook's Kitchen Mine 
shows that under the management of Trevithick, sen., 
in 1794, Watt was paid 18Z. a month for the saving of 

VOL. I. n 
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coal. The account-books of Trevithick, sen., as manager 
of Wheal Treasury Mine, in 1795, show that Bull, 
Trevithick, jun., and Watt were all rivals, and received 
payment for the saving of coal by their respective 
engines; but at this date the powers given to Watt 
under his patent pressed with a leaden weight on the 
inventive skill of Cornish engineers. 

Trevithick, sen., was, as an engineer, the forerunner 
and liberal fellow-workman and patronizer of Watt's 
improvements, but a determined opponent of all illiberal 
and exclusive acts tending to curtail the growing use- 
fulness of the steam-engine. He has been called a 
mine manager, because in his time the mine manager 
was tmderstood to be an engineer. All repairs, and 
even new work, with the exception of large castings, 
were made in the mine: thus he was a man of all-work. 

One of his Dolcoath account-books is headed " Furnace 
cost for 1771," showing that in those days the Halvans, 
or inferior portions of the copper ore, not worth the 
cost of carriage to the neighbouring copper-smelting 
works at Copperhouse, were partially smelted in the 
mine, in the same way as it now comes from South 
America under the name Eegulus. The account is con- 
tinued for three years, and gives a sample of the labour 
and wages of the time : — 

" Eichard Williams, 30 days at 32s. per month, 
Mary Osbron, 4 days at 5d. per day. 
Ann Heather, for bucking 319 barrows of calcined work, 
L at 6s. for every 15 barrows. 

To filling, heaving, and carryiDg 1190 sacks of Halvans, at 

3s. per hundred sacks. 
To 1 dozen candles from the adventurers, 6s. 9d, 
William John, for a lantern and book, 3s. 
Kichard Woolf, for a watering-pot, 3s. Gd. 
Doctor column, Is. 6d** 
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Presuming that the labourer's wages at 32.5. per 
month meant four weeks, he then worked for Is. Ad. 
a day, while a woman earned bd. a day. Candles at 
6f (f. each seems strange ; but there are frequent entries 
at the same rate. Lanterns and books were supplied by 
the same man ; and the ancestors of Arthur Woolf, the 
engineer, sold watering-pots. A monthly subscription 
of la. 6c?. to 2^. was paid, by the furnace account, to 
help the sick, imder the head Doctor column. 

As lord's agent and leading mine manager, he 
attended the Cornish ticketings. His account-book 
shows that at the four weekly ticketings at Redruth, 
in the month of February, 1777, from thirteen mines, 
1939 tons of copper ore were sold, worth about 12,748Z. 
a month. 

The mines selling ore during the two years of 1777 
and 1778 are given, that their names may not be lost.* 



Tons of 

Copper 

On. 



Feb.M777JSr^^^,,:;}414 



11 



18 



25 



289 



* Salb op Coppee Oeb at the Redruth Ticketinq for the Month 

OF February, 1777. 

From the Account-book of Trevi thick, sen. 

The names of the various mines 
selling during the two years are : — 
Wheal Burrow. 

Bum Goose. 

Baldieu. 

Cook's Kitchen. 

Carharrack. 

Chacewater. 

Cleggar. 
Wheal Cock. 

Carzisewood. 

Carloose. 
Wheal Crenver. 

Camborne Vean. 
•Dolooath. 
Wheal Dinner. 

Dudnance. 
Wheal Fortune, in St. Erth. 
Wheal Fortune, in St. Hillary. 
Wheal Fortune, in Redruth. 
Wheal Fortune, in Breage. 
Wheal Gerry. 

[Great 

D 2 



IPoldice 
Wheal Maid 
Wheal Fortune, 
St. Erth 
Roskeare .. .. \ 
Wheal Rosewamel 
„ Lane ..[ 790 
„ Gerry .. 
Great Close ,J 

{Wheal Virgin ..) 
Carharrack.. .. [ 446 
Great St. GeorgeJ 

1939 



The average price was 67. 13«. per 
ton, giving a monthly value of 
12,748?. during the two years. The 
monthly sales increase slightly. 
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They amount to sixty-four mines, and probably each of 
them used one or more steam-engines. It was at this 
period that Watt erected his first Cornish engine ; the 
early use of the steam-engine in Cornwall having caused 
him to visit it in search of orders. 

The mine manager was responsible for the proper 
carrying out of the underground operations, and the 
description by Pryoe, together with the account-books 
of Trevithick, sen., establish the fact that, prior to 
Watt's first working engine in 1776, three steam 
pumping engines had been at work in Dolcoath under 
Trevithick, sen., probably for many years, for the 
Little fire-engine was at work ten or more years before, 
and during those ten years the 63-inch and the 45-inch 
cylinder Newcomen atmospherics were erected. Watt 
saw them on his first visit to Dolcoath Mine in 1777, 
with the bobs and cranks in the water-engine shafts, 
spoken of by Trevithick, sen., in 1765, a dozen years 
before Wasbrough patented the crank as his invention 



Great Close. 


Wheal Providence. 


Great St. George. 


AVheal Publick. 


Wheal Gons. 


Hoflkeare. 


Gunnis Lake. 


Wheal Rosewame. 


Horrowbough. 


Wheal Raven. 


Hallamannin. 


Retallack. 


Wheal Hatchet. 


Wheal Rack. 


Herland. 


Relubis Vean. 


Wheal Jelbis. 


Wheal Sparrow. 


Wheal Kitty. 


South Grambl 


Kestril Adventurers. 


Wheal Seymour. 


Wheal Lane. 


St. Quick. 


Lelant. 


Trevenson. 


Longcloee. 


Wheal Truan. 


Wheal Laity. 


Treskerby. 


Wheal Maid. 


Wheal Treasure. 


North Downs. 


Wheal Towan. 


North Pool. 


Wheal Virgin. 


Oatfield. 


West Wheal Vii^n. 


Wheal Orphan. 
Poldice. 


West Good Success. 


1 West Grambler. 


Wheal Prosper. 


West Penhellick. 
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when applied to the steam-engine. Pryce's drawing, 
Plate I,, showing the new adit by Trevithick, fixes the 
period of a most important stride in the science of 
mining in Cornwall. The vertical lines represent 
shafts, the horizontal lines levels; the large central 
space, excavated lode, downward from level to level ; 
the bottom line of this excavation shows the slight slope 
of the ground for drainage toward the bottom of the 
mine, where the wind-bore or lowermost pipe in the 
pump-lift is fixed. 

Immediately after 1778 such a change was effected 
by Trevithick, sen., in the principle of mining, that a 
comparison of modern workings with those given by 
Pryce makes evident its importance ; and from that time 
the miner, instead of breaking ground under his feet, 
broke it from over his head, he having first sunk the 
drainage shaft to the required depth for a lower level, 
from which the ore may be excavated up to the level 
above, while by this process the drainage and the 
railway for removing the broken rock are not dis- 
turbed. 

The light portions show the extent of the lode 
worked away, 500 or 600 feet in length, and 400 or 
500 feet in depth ; the width of the mineral lode vary- 
ing from a few inches to two or three, or more feet, 
in many places widening out to several feet. The 
shafts for raising water and mineral are shown vertical ; 
a cross-section would show many of them in very 
varying inclines, following the underlay of the lode. 
The main-pump shaft is generally perpendicular for 
the convenience of the pump-work, in which case the 
course of the lode is not followed, the shaft being 
sunk to meet the underlying lode at an understood 
depth. The horizontal lines are levels on the course 
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of the lode, 4 or 5 feet wide by 6 or 7 feet high. The 
levels branch from the shaft 50 or 60 feet one below 
another. 

If the lode is too unproductive for profit, the level is 
continued in search of better portions or bunches; when 
such are found, the whole ground is excavated from 
level to level, of the width of the lode. 

The old plan was for each miner to dig or break the 
ground at his feet, destroying the road over which the 
broken rock had to be conveyed in barrows, and also 
preventing the free drainage of water from the miner's 
work. The new plan is for the miner to work upwards, 
towards the level above him ; by this means the very 
serious inconvenience of working in a pool of water 
is avoided, and the roadway kept good. Apply such 
changes to hundreds of men breaking and removing 
hard rock, in the cramped space and unhealthy atmo- 
sphere of a mine, and its importance is evident. 

Mr. Henwood believes that the idea was brought to 
Dolcoath from Germany, by Mr. Baspe, about 1782-/ 
the putting it into practice was the work of Trevithick, 
sen., the manager,* and this system of working is now 
universal in the Cornish mines. 

Dolcoath of the present day is 1800 feet deep, em- 
ploys 1000 work-people, and yields annually 50,000^. 
worth of tin; during the sixteen years ending 1865, it 
sold 748,891/. worth of ore, giving a profit to the 
shareholders of 130,655/. The invested capital is only 
nominal, outlay for new machinery being paid for as 
a working expense. Trevithick's accounts take us back 
more than a hundred years, but Dolcoath must have 



* Raspe has been called the author I tion of Cornwall,' by William Jory 
of * Baron Munchausen.* Henwood, F.R.8., F.G.S. 1869. 

' 'Address to the Royal Institu- ' 
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been a mine many years before that, for two steam 
pumping engines worked there in 1765. 

** In 1796, Watt, writing to Boulton, says of Cornishmen : — 
* The rascals seem to have been going on as if the patent was 
their own. We have tried every lenient means with them in 
vain ; and since the fear of God has no eflfect upon them, we 
must try what the fear of the Devil can do.' 

" Legal proceedings were begun accordingly. The two actions 
on which the issues were tried were those of Boulton and Watt 
V. Homblower and Maberley ; and they were fought on both 
sides with great determination. 

'' The proceedings extended over several years, being carried 
from Ciourt to Court ; but the result was decisive in both cases 
in favour of Boulton and Watt 

^ It was not until January, 1799, that the final decision of 
the judges was given, almost on the very eve of expiring of the 
patent which had not then a full year to run."^ 

When Watt, in 1796, challenged Trevithick, sen., he 
could answer for himself, but at the last-mentioned 
period the son had buckled on his father's armour. 

An account-book of Richard Trevithick, sen., headed 
"Wheal Treasury Cost," commencing March, 1795, 
says : — 

** To paid Bull 2W. per month for the saving of fuel by his 
engine. 

" To paid Eichard Trevithick, jun., for saving of coals by his 
engine, 18Z. per month." 

In April, 1796, is the following : — 

" Note of transfer of a share in the mine, with five engines, &c, 
subject to pay any demands, which may be hereafter made, by 
Messrs. Boulton and Watt, for savings in the said mine." 

In May of the same year : — 

** At a meeting at Praze-an-Beeble, it was unanimously re- 



' Sec SmiW * Life of Watt.' 
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solved, That the savings claimed by Boulton and Watt should 
not be paid until the validity of their patent should be fully 
proved." 

The last twenty years in the life of Trevithick, sen., 
were passed among events of great engineering import- 
ance. Watt's arrival in 1777 broke up the old friendly 
clique of Cornish engineers and mine managers : prac- 
tical mine workers on one side, and influential mine 
shareholders on the other, had different views of the 
proposals of the new engineers. A depressed metal 
market added to the difficulty. Mines made little or 
no profit. Many ceased to work ; and among them the 
famous Dolcoath was closed in 1789. Boulton and 
Watt not only got their monthly payments with 
difficulty, but had patent lawsuits with the Cornish 
engineers and mine proprietors. 

In 1796 Wheal Treasury, imder the management of 
Trevithick, sen., which had been paying Watt for the 
saving by his engine, had also at work a 'rival engine 
by Bull, and another by Richard Trevithick, jun., each 
of the three engineers receiving pay for his improved 
engine, while a unanimous decision was come to by the 
shareholders to resist Watt's patent claims. 

In April, 1797, the accounts in Wheal Treasury 
ceased to be entered by the old hand ; and in December 
of that year another made up the account, closing with 
an entry, — "Paid John Griasson for making up the 
accounts in this book to December, 1797." Trevithick's 
hand was cold. He had passed his life in the midst 
of Cornish mines, having numerous steam-engines 
working around him — ^the best engines of the day — on 
his own particular mines, before Watt had erected an 
engine. Wlien, in 1777, Watt and his first improved 
steam-engine appeared in Cornwall, Trevithick cau- 
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tioned him not to promise too much, or to tempt the 
mine speculators hj offering to supply engines on the 
promise to pay a monthly hire, based on the saving in 
the consumption of coal, as compared with the Cornish 
engines then in use, but Trevithick did not oppose its 
introduction. 

Boulton and Watt's patent lawsuits resulted in a 
verdict in their favour, on the eve of the expiration 
of their patent. Richard Trevithick, sen., having lived 
to see his son an engineer, competing with Watt, and 
married to the daughter of his old friend, John Harvey, 
died on the 1st August, 1797, at Penponds, near Cam- 
borne, and was buried in Camborne churchyard. For 
many years he had enjoyed friendship, and frequently 
companionship, with the great religious reformer, John 
Wesley, who on his visits to Cornwall made a home of 
the house of Richard Trevithick, and used it as a place 
of meeting of the brotherhood, Trevithick being the 
class-leader in his district. This was a dark time for 
Cornwall,— death, law proceedings, and poverty were 
rife ; and the numerous and prosperous mines of twenty 
years before had dwindled down to bare walls and 
barren mine heaps. In the once busy district of lUogan 
and Camborne only four steam-engines remained at 
work out of the forty or fifty which Trevithick, as 
lord's agent, had helped to set in motion. Stone from 
the engine-houses on the idle Dolcoath were taken to 
build the present inn at Camborne; miners' houses 
were untenanted, and the people without employ. 

Trevithick, sen., in his active life of half a century, 
took part in this rise and fall of Cornish mining and 
engineering. The prosperous part was before the use 
of Watt's improved engines ; while the fall came with 
their introduction, and so nearly buried Watt in the 
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ruins, that he contemplated giving up their construction, 
to lead a less harassing and more profitable life. 

A little more than half a century has again passed, 
and that same district now employs one hundred steam- 
engines ; and in this revival we shall find that Richard 
Trevithick, jun., took an active part. 

No sculptured stone points out the resting-place of 
Richard Trevithick, sen., who lies not far from the 
Druids' rocks and ancient castle of Cam Brea. 
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CHAPTER III. 



SMEATON AND WATT. 



/ 



In forming an estimate of Richard Trevithick, sen., 
as the forerunner, and of his son as following Watt, in 
the improvement of the steam-engine, it is necessary 
briefly to refer to the engines of Smeaton and of Watt 
in Cornwall. 

The question of rebuilding the Eddystone Lighthouse 
led Smeaton to visit Plymouth in 1756, when he pro- 
bably saw the Cornish mines ; ten years afterwards he 
erected several large atmospheric engines, one of which 
was sent to Bussia. In 1775 he supplied the Chacewater 
Mine, in Cornwall, with an atmospheric engine, having 
a 72-inch cylinder, 9-feet stroke, working nine strokes 
a minute. The main beam was of twenty pieces of fir 
timber, bolted together, and the cylinder was supported 
on twelve pieces of fir, in place of the beam of oak 
used by Trevithick, sen. The cylinder bottom was a 
half sphere, instead of the flat bottom as in Dolcoath. 
Three hay-stack boilers, each 15 feet in diameter, sup- 
plied steam of 1 lb. on the inch above the atmosphere, 
one of which was placed under the cylinder. The 
piston bottom was cased with wood to prevent loss of 
heat. The low steam pressure reduced its power of 
quick motion, and its hollow cylinder bottom increased 
the consumption of fuel. It was to do the work of a 
62-inch and a 64rinch cylinder that before had drained 
the mine. Smeaton says that, prior to 1769, one hundred 
engines had worked in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne col- 
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lieries ; fifteen of them averaged a duty of 5*59 million 
lbs. raised one foot high by 84 lbs. of coal : such was 
the use and the economic power of the steam-engine 
prior to the Watt patent in 1769.^ 



^ ** My method of lessening the oon- 
sximption of steam, and consequently 
fuel, in fire-engines, consists in the 
following principles: First, that the 
vessel in whidb the powers of steam 
are to be employed to work the engine, 
which is called the cylinder in com- 
mon fire-engines, and which I call the 
steam-vessel, must, during the whole 
time the engine is at work, be kept as 
hot as the steam which enters it ; first, 
by enclosing it in a case of wood, or 
any other materials that transmit heat 
slowly ; secondly, by surrounding it 
with steam or other heated bodies ; 
and thirdly, by suffering neither 
water nor other substance colder than 
the steam to enter or touch it during 
that time. 

"Secondly, in engines that are to 
be worked wholly or partially by con- 
densation of steam, the steam is to be 
condensed in vessels distinct from the 
steam-vessel or cylinder, though occa- 
sionally communicating with them. 
These vessels I call condensers ; and 
whilst the engines are working, these 
condensers ought at least to be kept 
as cold as the air in the neighbour- 
hood of the engines, by application of 
Water or other cold bodies. 

" Thirdly, whatever air or other 
elastic vapour is not condensed by 
the cold of the condenser, and may 
impede the working of the engine, is 
to be drawn out of the steam-vessels 
or condensers by means of pumps, 
wrought by the engines themselves 
or otherwise. 

" Fourthly, I intend, in many 
cases, to employ the expansive force 
of steam to press on the pistons, or 
whatever may be used instead of 
them, in the same manner as the 
pressure of the atmosphere is now 
employed in common fire-engines. 
In cases where cold water cannot be 
had in plenty, the engines may be 



wrought by the force of steam only, 
by discharging the steam into the 
open air after it has done its office. 

" Fifthly, where motions round an 
axis are required, I make the steam- 
vessels in form of hollow rings, on 
circular channels, with proper inlets 
and outlets for the steam, mounted 
on horizontal axles like the wheels of 
a water-mill ; within them are placed 
a number of valves that suffer any 
body to go round the channel in one 
direction only. In these steam- 
vessels are placed weights so fitted 
to them as entirely to fill up a part 
or portion of their channels, yet ren- 
dered capable of moving freely in 
them by means hereinafter men- 
tioned or specified. 

** When the steam is admitted in 
these engines between these weights 
and the valves, it acts equally on 
both, so as to raise the weight to one 
side of the wheel, and by the re- 
action of the valves successively to 
give a circular motion to the wheel ; 
the valves opening in the directions 
in which the weights are pressed, but 
not in the contrary. 

" As the steam-vessel moves round, 
it is supplied with steam from the 
boiler, and that which has performed 
its office may either be discharged by 
means of condensers or into the open 
air. 

'' Sixthly, I intend in some cases to 
apply a degree of cold not capable of 
reducing the steam to water, but of 
contracting it considerably, so that 
the engines shall be worked by the 
alternate expansion and contraction 
of the steam. 

*' Lastly, instead of using water to 
render the piston or other parts of the 
engines air or steam tight, I employ 
oils, wax, resinous bodies, fat of ani- 
mals, quicksilver, and other metals 
in their fluid state.'* 
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"In 1770 Watt sent his drawings toSoho for his first engine. 
The castings were made at Coalbrookdale^ but were found 
exceedingly imperfect, and were throvm aside as useless. 

" In 1776 the first Watt engine was built at Soho, after much 
difficulty in finding suitable workmen, and many inquiries for 
the new engine were coming from Cornwall. 

" In 1777 Watt went to Cornwall and erected an engine at 
Wheal Busy, near Chacewater, and another at Ting Tang, near 
Bedruth. Here he met the Hornblowers, who had been erect- 
ing engines in Cornwall for fifty years, they having come from 
Staffordshire. 

" Bonze seems to have been one of the early practical men. 
Watt says he found five of Bonze's engines in Cornwall wilii 
cylinders of from 60 to 70 inches in diameter. 

"In 1778 Watt was again in Cornwall, and says, *The 
engine at Chacewater goes satisfSeictorily, making fourteen strokes 
per minute.' " * 

Watt's close top to the cylinder, and parallel motion, 
were great improvements over the open-top cylinder and 
segment-headed beam before in use ; but the condensing 
away from the cylinder, and use of an air-pump, were 
the leading features of his claims as an improver of the 
steam-engine. These changes led to a saving of fuel, and 
the improved mechanical form gave greater control, but 
neither the speed nor power of the engine was materially 
increased. The pressure of steam remained about the 
same. The vacuum was more perfect in the cylinder, 
but the labour of working the air-pump reduced the net 
gain, and the engine was still a low-pressure steam 
vacuum engine, though greatly improved in usefulness. 

"Watt says, in 1761 or 1762: — 'I made some experiments 
on the force of steam in a Pepin's digester, and formed a species 
of steam-engine. But I soon relinquished the idea of construct- 

* Smiles' * Lives of Boulton and Watt; 
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ing an engine upon this principle^ from being sensible it would 
be liable to some of the objections against Sayery's engine ; from 
the danger of bursting the boiler, and the difficulty of making 
the joints tight, and also that a great part of the power of the 
steam would be lost, because no vacuum was formed to assist 
the descent of the piston/ 

*' In 1782, Watt patents an expansive enginey applicable both 
to double and single engines. In both these forms of the 
apparatus the steam acts not only to form the vacuum, but 
to depress the piston. But still, during the operation of the 
coimterpoise, it produces no effect ; and when it was required 
to move machinery, this suspension of impulse was a great 
drawback on its utility. This, however, was not objected to its 
general merit when used as a mover of pumps, and the more so, 
as it was common to the atmospheric engine. 

"The power of the condensing engine is easily known by 
ascertaining the temperature of the steam which moves the 
piston, the area of the piston, and the temperature of the 
vapour which remains in the condenser. It is, however, found 
most expedient to raise the steam to a somewhat higher tem- 
perature tlian 212^, so as to produce a pressure between 17 
and 18 lbs. on each square inch of the piston ; yet, in practice, 
from the imperfect vacuum which is made in the condenser, 
and after making allowance for the friction of the piston on the 
sides of the cylinder, and for the friction of the various parts 
of the intermediate machinery, this pressure of 18 lbs. on each 
square inch of the piston cannot raise more water per inch 
than would weigh about 8^ lbs., so that somewhat more than a 
half of the whole power of the steam is absorbed to give motion 
to the intermediate mechanism."^ 

In 1778 Smeaton applied to Watt for a licence to 
attach the patent condenser and air-pump to the atmo- 
spheric engine, and received the following reply : — 

^'By adding condensers to engines that were not iu good 
order, our engines would have been introduced into that county 



» Stuart's * History of the Steam-Engine,' pp. 97, 127, 131 ; published 1824. 
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(which we look upon as onr richest nune) in an unfavourable 
point of view, and without such profits as would have been 
satisfactory, either to us, or to the adventurers. Besides, where 
a new engine is to be erected, and to be equally well executed 
in point of workmanship and materials, an engine of the same 
power cannot be constructed materially cheaper on the old plan 
than on ours. The idea of condensing the steam by injecting 
into the eduction-pipe, was as early as the other kinds of con- 
densers, and was tried at large by me at Einneal. We shall 
have four of our engines at work in Cornwall this summer ; two 
of them are cylinders of 63 inches diameter, and are capable of 
working with a load of 11 or 12 lbs. on the square inch." * 

Such was the estimate by those two eminent men of 
the relative power of the Watt and the Newcomen 
engine, using steam of a pressure just suflBcient to 
overcome the weight of the atmosphere, trusting to 
the condensation and vacuum for its effective power. 
The vacuum was more perfect in the Watt engine 
than in the earlier atmospheric engine of Newcomen, 
but this seeming gain was much reduced by the power 
required to work the air-pump. A gross power, made 
up of 14 or 15 lbs. from vacuum, and 2 or 3 lbs. steam 
pressure, was reduced to one-half by the numerous 
drawbacks in the movements of the engine. 

In 1712 the Griff atmospheric engine had an effective 
force of 10 lbs. on each square inch of the piston. In 
1746 the atmospheric engine at Pool Mine, with steam 
of 2 or 3 lbs. to the inch above the atmosphere, worked 
fifteen strokes a minute. In 1758 Borlase said that the 
quickness of movement of the atmospheric engine in 
Cornwall depended on the steam pressure driving the 
engine faster or slower. In 1775 the BuUan Garden 
atmospheric worked sixteen strokes a minute. In 1778 

* Farey * On the Steam-Engine/ p. 329. 
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Watt's Chacewater engine, with steam about 1 lb. on 
the inch above the pressure of the atmosphere, worked 
fourteen strokes a minute. 

The working therefore of an engine by the elastic 
force of steam was more advanced a quarter of a century 
before Watt's patent, than a quarter of a century after 
it. The Newcomen pumping engine, when at rest, had 
its piston at the bottom of the cylinder, under which 
the valve admitted steiam of '2 or 3 lbs. on the inch, 
counterbalancing the weight of the piston, and raising 
it to the top of the cylinder ; a jet of cold water pro- 
duced a vacuum, and caused the piston to descend with 
a force of 14 lbs. of atmospheric pressure on each 
square inch of its surface, together with its own weight 
of 2 or 3 lbs. on the inch. 

The Watt pumping engine had a close-topped 
cylinder, with its piston at the top when at rest; a 
valve admitted on it steam of 1 or 2 lbs. on the inch ; 
the equilibrium valve then allowed the steam to 
pass also into the portion of the cylinder under the 
piston ; an exhaust-valve at the bottom of the cylinder 
then passed the steam from under the piston to the 
condenser, where a jet of cold water caused a vacuum, 
and the piston descended with a force of 14 lbs. from 
vacuum, and 1 or 2 lbs. of steam pressure on the piston, 
being together no more than the atmospheric engine. 

It is beyond our comprehension that for fifty years 
the use of the steam-engine was confined to the pumping 
of water. 

In 1780 Mr. Matthew Wasbrough and Mr. James 
Pickard gave rotary motion from the steam-engine by 
a crank. Watt objected to the use of his patent engine, 
if the crank was attached to it, and invented sun-and- 
planet wheels in place of the crank. 
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The rivalry of patent claimants, or ignorance, retarded 
the use of the rotary steam-engine until 1784. This is 
the more remarkable when bobs with connecting rods 
attached to cranks on the axles of water-wheels were 
in common use in Cornwall before 1758, and must 
have been seen by Watt during his residence there in 
1777. They were so used by Trevithick, sen., before 
the time of Watt, in BuUan Garden and other mines 
in which Watt erected engines. There is this dif- 
ference, that in the one case the crank gave motion 
to the bob, and in the other the bob gave motion to 
the crank. 

" More effectual is the water-wheel and bob : an 
engine whose power is answerable to the diameter of 
the wheels, and the length of the bobs, fastened to its 
axis by large iron cranks ; a perpendicular rod of 
timber to each end,. of. the bobs works a piston in a 
wooden or (which is far better) a brass hollow cylinder."* 

The drawing of BuUan Garden in Chapter II. shows 
the cranks, connecting rods, and beams, in general use 
in Cornwall for half a century before Watt used them. 

"In 1781, Wasbrough having entered into an 
arrangement with the Commissioners of the Navy to 
erect a crank engine for grinding flour at the Dept- 
ford Victualling Yard, made a formal application to 
Boulton and Watt to supply their engines for the pur- 
pose : Watt protested that he could not bring himself to 
submit to such an indignity."^ 

"Up to 1780, the use of the steam-engine was con- 
fined to the raising of water. The earliest of Mr. 
Watt's steam-engines, giving a rotatory movement, 



* See Borlase, published 1758. 

^ Smiles' * Lives of Boulton and Watt.' 

VOL I. E 
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were erected in 1784 — one for Mr. Whitbread's brew- 
house, and one for the Albion Mills." ^ 

The crank was also about that time applied to 
atmospheric engines, but the disputes between Watt 
and others, on their priority of claim and patent rights, 
on the new invention of the old crank, retarded its 
use in the steam-engine for several years. Watt's first 
rotary engine, in 1784, had his sun-and-planet wheels, 
and the simple but unfortunate crank, with its patent 
honours, had to wait still longer before it was. allowed 
to take its place as the most useful limb in the growing 
steam-engine. 

Cook's Kitchen water-wheel, still at work, though 
well known before the time of Watt, was thus spoken 
of in 1778:— 

"The water-engine at Cook's Kitchen Mine is 48 feet in 
diameter, and works her tiers of pumps of 9-inch bore, which, 
being divided into four lifts, draw 80 fathoms under the adit. 
The water-wheel with bobs, whose power is answerable to the 
diameter of the wheel, and the sweep of the cranks, fixed in 
the extremities of the axis ; over them the large bobs are hung, 
upon brass centre gudgeons, supported by a strong frame of 
timber, and rise and fall according to the diameter of the sweep 
of the crank. 

" To each crank is fixed a straight haK-split of balk timber, 
that commimicates with each bob above ; at the other end or 
nose of the bob, over the shaft, a. large iron chain is pendent, 
fastened to a perpendicular rod of timber, that works a piston 
in an iron or brass hollow cylinder."^ 

This wheel, used by Trevithick, sen., a hundred years 
ago, was at work before Watt erected his 63-inch 
cylinder engine in Dolcoath, from which it was distant 



^ Memoir of James Watt, * Mechanics* Magazine,' August 30, 1823. 
* See Pryce, published 1778. 
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but a stone's throw. Hunter renewed it under Trevi- 
thick, jun., in 1803.* In the Valley smiths' shop near it, 
Trevithick, jiin., constructed his globular tubular boiler 
of 1800, and also his cylindrical boiler of 1811 for the 
Dolcoath engine. 



* See chap. vii. 



Cook's Kitciikm Wates-Whebl axd Vallky SaiiTHs' Shop. [W. J. Wekh.J 
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CHAPTER IV. 



EARLY LIFE OP TREVITHICK. 



Richard Trevithick, jun., was born on the 13th of 
April, 1771, under the parental roof, in the parish of 
lUogan, county of Cornwall. His birth-place is now 
a double cottage, around which clouds of mineral sand 
from the surrounding mine-works float in the wind, 
depositing layers of pounded rock on everything in 
house and garden. A hundred years ago it was the 
manager's residence, delightfully situated at the foot 
of the north-west slope of Carn Brea Hill, with its 
ancient castle and Druidical legends. It is in the 
centre of the famous old and rich mines of Dolcoath, 
Cook's Kitchen, Pool, Tin Croft, and Roskear, and 
within a mile of each of them. 

He was the first surviving son of five children, and 
was the mother's pet. Shortly after his birth the family 
removed a few miles, to a leasehold of Penponds, near 
Camborne. His mother's wedding-ring, which the 
writer has just placed on his finger, is seven-eighths 
of an inch internal diameter, and weighs a quarter of 
an ounce. On the inside of the ring are the words, 
" Grod above, increase our love." The letters are not 
engraved, but indented with a common chisel, probably 
the lover's handiwork. The boy's first and only school 
was in the adjoining small town of Camborne; the 
master reported him a disobedient, slow, obstinate, 
spoiled boy, frequently absent, and very inattentive. 
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Stories are told of his remaining by himself for hours, 
drawing lines and figures on his slate in place of the 
school lesson. 

His school attainments were limited to reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. The master once said, " Your 
sum may be right, but it is not done by the rule." 
Trevithick replied, " I'll do six sums to your one." His 
father wished him to sit at the office desk in one of the 
mines, but he chose to wander through the mines by 
himself, holding little converse with others, but well 
able to defend himself in case of attack. 

A difficulty among mine agents about some under- 
ground levels led young Trevithick to offer to correct 
the error. Old heads disapproved at first, and then 
allowed him to try his hand. Grenius enabled him to 
comprehend the rude surveying instruments of that 
day, and the untrustworthy character of the magnetic 
needle when near iron tools or machinery ; and he laid 
down a course which was successfully followed, where 
older heads with more experience had failed. 

A letter, written in 1845 by Captain Henry Vivian, 
describes Trevithick, and his partner in connection with 
the first high-pressure steam-engines. 

"My father was a man of great inventive and arithmetical 
powers of mind ; he has often made up the duty of an engine 
while we have been walking the road together, multiplying six 
figures by four figures, and giving the answer .without aid of 
pen or paper, by retaining the figures in memory. 

^' Mr. Trevithick was a man of still greater powers of mind, 
but would too often run wild, from want of calculation. They 
did well together, but badly when separated." 

Among the traditions of Trevithick, a favourite one 
is the story of a mine account, at which the mine 
agents and adventurers met, and after settling the 
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accounts, partook of a good dinner and mine-account 
punch, followed as a matter of course by rough jokes, 
which passed freely in those times. Captain Hodge, 
a large, strong man of six feet in height, ventured on 
a little friendly tussle with Trevithick. Hodge was 
seized by the middle, and turned upside down; the 
print of his shoes being left in the ceiling of the 
room. What a jolly roar of laughter burst from those 
originals ! That account-house in Dolcoath was allowed 
to stand for many years as a memento of his great 
strength. He threw a sledge-hammer, they say, 14 lbs. 
weight, over the engine-house chimney, but the writer s 
informant could not tell him the height; some said it 
never came down again. 

He was famous also as the only one who could throw 
a ball over the Camborne church-tower, when standing 
near enough its base to touch it with one foot. 

One day the mine athletes, in their trials of strength, 
attempted to lift from the ground a 9 -inch cast-iron 
pump, such as was used in the mines, weighing seven 
or eight hundredweight. When Trevithick's turn came, 
he lifted the pump on to his shoulder and carried 
it off. 

His excusable vanity was gratified by a request from 
a member of the College of Surgeons that he would 
show them his strong frame; and their telling him 
that they had never before seen muscle so finely deve- 
loped, interested his Cornish friends, who delighted in 
physical strength. 

Captain Joseph Vivian, when a young man, knew 
Trevithick well. Bowls was a favourite game in 
Cornwall, and sometimes they used to try who could 
throw the jack ball to reach the church door before it 
touched the ground. Captain Dick threw the jack not 
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only to reach the church, but clean over it, and it 
fell in Jacky Williams' garden. At Crane Mine, the 
young men standing in the door of the smiths' shop 
tried to throw a sledge against the wall of the engine- 
house across the yard ; but Captain Dick happening to 
come by, threw the sledge across the yard and over 
the roof of the engine-house. 

Captain Andrew Vivian's story was, that one day he 
and Trevithick were walking in London, when a lot of 
pickpocket fellows hustled them about; Captain Dick 
laid hold of one in each hand, and knocking their heads 
together, gave them a swing and scattered the whole lot. 

Vivian had often seen him write his name quite easily 
on a beam about six feet above the floor, with a 56-lb. 
weight suspended from his thumb, the arm being ex- 
tended at full length. Captain Andrew thought him- 
self a good hand at figures, and sometimes when he 
was working away at a calculation, Trevithick, who 
had not made a figure, would ^y, "Well, Captain 
Andrew, it will be about so and so ; " and was always 
very near the truth. 

"Mr. Hugh Hunter, aged eighty-seven years, the foreman 
carpenter in Cook's Kitchen for the last sixty-six years, has 
often seen Captain Trevithick lift the mandril, and hundreds 
of people used to come to see hipi do it. He used to put a 
bar of iron inside the mandril and fasten another bar to it so 
that he could get a good hold. A strong stool was placed on 
each side of the mandril, upon which he would stand with the 
mandril between his legs, and would lift it off the ground. He 
was an uncommon quick-spirited man, and the strongest ever 
known. The weight of the mandril was ten himdredweight.*' ^ 

*' John Vivian, the foreman smith, had worked in the mine. 
for fifteen years. Tlie mandril was always known as the one. 



^ This mandril is in the Patent Museum at Kensington, llie statement 
was hy Hunter at Pool to the writer in 1869. 
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that Captain Dick used to lift, and that nobody else could. 
His father worked in Dolcoath under Captain Dick about 1800, 
and he used to say how Captain Dick would climb up the great 
shears, or triangles, fifty or sixty feet high, and, standing on the 
top of the three poles or shear-legs, would swing around a heavy 
sledge-hammer. He did it for exercise, and to steady his head 
and his foot." ^ 

When the writer was a young man, Kneebone, a 
strong Cornish wrestler, working in the tin-smelting 
works at Hayle, lifted him from the ground with one 
hjind, at arm's length; he then raised two blocks of tin, 
each of them three hundredweight, from the ground, 
remarking, " Captain Dick Trevithick could lift three 
blocks as easy as I can two ; and he also lifted an old 
piston-rod, seven or eight hundredweight, with a man 
sitting on each end of it." 

Two rocks rising from the sea, a short distance from 
the cliffs, at St. Agnes Head, near Redruth, named in 
charts " The Man and his Man," were for many years 
known in the neighbourhood under the familiar term, 
*• Captain Dick and Captain Andrew ; " one of the 
rocks is much larger than the other. 

The earliest trace of steady occupation followed by 
Richard Trevithick, jun., is in his father's account- 
book of Stray Park Mine in 1790, where he received 
305. a month. His father, as the manager of the mine, 
stands at the head of the book at 40^. a month. 

Trevithick was then eighteen years old, and in the 
rate of wages paid in the mine came next to the manager; 
he must therefore have had years of experience before 
that period. Boys then left the village school for the 
fight of life at ten or twelve years of age. 

^ Statement by Vivian, working in Cook's Kitchen Mine, to the writer, 
18Ui). 



Digitized by.V:rOOQlC 



EARLY LIFE OP TREVITHICK. 57 

The name appears in the monthly accoimts without 
intermission for two years, until 1792, when he was 
employed by the shareholders in Tin Croft Mine to 
examine and report on the relative duties, or work 
done with a certain quantity of coal, in the patent 
engine of Watt, and in that of the double-cylinder 
engine of Hornblower, who stood high in Cornwall as 
an engineer before the time of Watt. 

At the early age of twenty-one Trevithick was there- 
fore in public and professional contact with Watt, and 
from that period dates the competition of the great 
low-pressure engineer and his youthful and vigorous 
high-pressure rival. 

In 1795 Trevithick erected a steam-engine at Wheal 
Treasury Mine, competing with Watt, and also with 
Bull, jun., both of whom received pay for the saving 
of fuel by improvements in the steam-engine in mines 
under the management of Trevithick, sen. This con- 
tinued imtil the end of 1797, when the account ceases. 

" Whecd Treasury Cost, June, 1795 :— 

" Richard Trevithick, jun., 13 days at 3«. 6d. 

" Eichard Trevithick, sen., for expenses at Helston, at sundry 
times, and at other places, waiting on the adventurers, 7«. 6d. 

" Richard Trevithick, jun., for moving and erecting the eastern 
engine, 211. 

** Ditto, for one month's attendance on ditto, 11. Il8. 6cL 

" Ditto, for one month's saving respecting the eastern engine, 
18Z. 

"To Edward Bull, for his attendance, 21. 2s. 

"To Mr. Bull's engine, for two months' saving respecting his 
engine, 43Z. 12s. 

"1796,il2)WZ;— 

" The said Richard Moyle subjects himself to pay any demands 
which may be hereafter made by Messrs. Boulton and Watt, 
for savings in the said mine. 
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"At a meeting of the old adventurers of Wheal Treasury 
Mine, held this 27th day of March, 1797, at Praze-an-Beeble, 
it was unanimously resolved that the earnings claimed by 
Boulton and Watt should not be paid till the validity of their 
patent should be fully proved." 

Trevithick, jun., had taken down an old engine, 
probably a Newcomen atmospheric, and re-erected it 
with his own particular improvements, from which he 
received about the same rate of "saving money" as 
Bull. There is no entry of saving money paid to Watt ; 
but in the following year an outgoing shareholder was 
made liable for any demand Watt might make, and again 
in the next year the mine determined to refuse Watt's 
claim for "saving money." Smiles says that Wheal 
Treasury had been supplied with an engine by Watt ; 
so there were three rival engines and rival engineers 
under the management of Trevithick, sen., as there 
had been twenty years before at Dolcoath. 

Trevithick, sen., put but a small money value on 
his labours, for Helston was about ten miles distant ; his 
travelling to it and to other places, " sundry times, 
waiting on the adventurers," led to a bill of 7^. 6d. for 
expenses. His son, who had been entrusted with the 
improving and re-erecting of an engine, received as 
daily pay 3^. 6c?. ; and at the age of twenty-four was 
in open and active opposition to the sweeping claims 
of Watt. 

. The late Captain Richard Eustace related, as an 
early incident in Trevithick's life, that " at Wheal 
Treasury one of Boulton and Watt's pumping engines 
worked badly, and at last stopped. The engineman 
in charge could do nothing with her; the water was 
rising in the mine; when Trevithick, jun., offered his 
services, and made things right. His father boasted 
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BULL PUMPING ENGINE 
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that the best man in the mine could not do what his 
boy had done." 

There is no record of the particular kind of engine 
then erected by Trevithick ; he was not, as has been 
stated, in partnership with Bull, jun., for during the 
three years the monthly saving in coal by his en^ne 
and the entries to Bull are quite distinct, and also 
their monthly payment as engineers keeping the 
engines in order. They both strove to avoid Watt's 
patent claims by combinations and improvements, 
especially by an engine since known as Bull's. A 
drawing^ made by Trevithick probably in those early 
days represents this kind of engine, which remained in 
use in Cornwall for many years; several are at work 
in the London Water-works, and one or two at Batter- 
sea at the present moment. 

This double-acting engine has never received its 
fair share of credit, for as compared with its rival, the 
Boulton and Watt patent engine, it is more simple, and 
less costly ; matters of more importance then than now. 
The doing away with the heavy beam and parallel 
motion, the placing the injection-valve in the exhaust- 
steam pipe, thereby avoiding the larger and separate 
condensing vessel used by Watt, and the double-acting 
air-pump, were bold and successful ideas, easy of con- 
struction, economical in operation, and widely diflferent 
from the Watt engine. 

Plate II. shows a side elevation of this direct-action 
or Bull engine, drawn by Richard Trevithick, pro- 
bably in 1795. a is a steam-cylinder; 6, wood beams 
supporting cylinder ; c, piston-rod ; d, pump-rods ; 



* The drawing was given by Tre- 
vithick to the writer, in 1830, as a 
sample of a properly-made mechanical 



drawing : it had neither name, date, 
nor scale attached — a strong evidence 
of an original Trevithick drawing. 
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Cy pumps ; /, engine-shaft ; g^ balance-beam connecting 
rod; A, balance-bealn ; z, box for balance-weights; y, 
plug-rod and air-pump bucket connecting rod ; A, snift- 
ing valve ; I, air-pump ; 7w, air-pump bucket-rod ; n, 
condensing water cistern ; o, pipe-condenser ; jt?, in- 
jection-valve ; q^ plug-rod; r, gear-handles; 5, the 
valve- nozzles ; t, floor of engine-house ; w, condensing 
chamber ; v, ground level ; w, roof of engine-house. 

The four walls of the engine-house surround the 
pump-shaft, over which the steam-cylinder with close 
top and bottom is placed, supported on strong beams 
crossing from wall to wall of the house, the piston-rod 
going direct to the pump-rods, hj which the necessity 
for the large beam and parallel motion is done away. 
The usual balance-bob attached to the pump-rods 
gives motion to the air-pump bucket and to the plug- 
rod for working the valves. The condensation of 
the steam takes place in the exhaust-pipe, on which 
the injection-valve is fixed. The valves are worked 
by tappets and toothed segments. The air-pump 
bucket was a solid piston, that of Watt a piston with 
valves. This kind of engine remained in use in 
Cornwall for thirty years, and is the early type of the 
modem direct-action engines ; it had many new ideas, 
and clever modifications of those not new. 

Trevithick in 1797 was the engineer at Ding Dong 
O"^ Mine, near Penzance, where he had erected an engine 

^^vi. on which Boulton and Watt laid an injunction for 
infringement of their patent; to avoid payment the 
engine was converted into an open-top cylinder, 
without beam or parallel motion. About the same 
time a Bull engine was erected at the Herland Mine, 
in the spirit of rivalry with Watt, who had placed 
there one of his best engines. 
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The late Captain Samuel Grose said : — " My first occu- 
pation, after leaving school, was as a young assistant- 
engineer for Mr. Trevithick. In 1802, an engine 
worked at the Herland Mine, which had been erected 
by Bull, jun., and Trevithick about 1798, whose 
cylinder, 60 inches in diameter, was placed over the 
shaft; the piston-rod attached to the pump -rods; it 
had an air-pump, and low-pressure boilers; there 
were no large high-pressure engines then. Bull, sen., 
died about 1780, and shortly after Captain Trevithick 
was the head engineer in the county." ^ 

It seems, therefore, that the elder Bull died in the 
earlier part of the fight between Cornish engineers. and 
Watt. His son Edward Bull followed in his father's 
steps as an engineer. 

Trevithick, jun., and Bull, jun., worked together in 
the improvement of the steam-engine ; but no trace has 
reached the writer of the form of the Bull engine on 
the death of William Bull, sen., at which time Trevi- 
thick, jun., was nine years old. Trevithick used and 
improved the Bull engine after the death of its in- 
ventor, and in conjunction with Edward Bull, jun., 
erected engines to compete with Watt during the very 
height of the acrimonious and long- pending patent 
lawsuits. 

James Bolitho " had worked in Ding Dong for fifty 
years ; his father, Thomas Bolitho, worked all his life in 
the mine, and frequently spoke about the engine that 
Captain Trevithick put up ; she had not worked long 
before Boulton and Watt came down with an injunc- 
tion printed out, and pasted it up on the door of the 
engine-house, and upon the heaps of mine-stuff, and 



Statement given in 1858, not long before Captain Gn>se'3 death. 
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nobody dared to touch them. But Captain Trevithick 
did not care ; he and Bull and William West came and 
turned the cylinder upside down, right over the pump- 
rods in the shaft ; they took off the cylinder top (it was 
the cylinder bottom before they turned it upside down) ; 
water and oil used to be on the top of the piston to 
keep it tight. Captain Trevithick at that time put 
a wind-engine in the mine; sometimes it went so fast 
that they could not stop it; some sailors came from 
Penzance and made a plan for reefing the sails." ^ 

This was one of the many skirmishes with Watt, 
causing the engine to work as an open-top cylinder 
atmospheric, rather than pay the patent demands. 

Davies Grilbert thus describes his first acquaintance 
with Trevithick : — 

" My dear Sir, " East Bourne, April 29, 1830. 

** I will give as good an accouat as I can of Eichard 
Trevithick. His father was the chief manager in Dolcoath 
Mine, and he bore the reputation of being the best informed and 
most skilful captain in all western mines ; for as broad a line of 
distinction was then made between the eastern and western 
mines (the Gwennap and the Camborne Mines) as between those 
of diflferent nations. 

" I knew the father very well, and about the year 1796 I re- 
member hearing from Mr. Jonathan Homblower that a tall and 
strong young man had made his appearance among engineers, 
and that on more than one occasion he had threatened some 
people who contradicted him to fling them into the engine-shaft. 
In the latter part of November of that year I was called to 
London as a witness in a steam-engine cause between Messrs. 
Boulton and Watt and Maberley. There I believe that I first 
saw Mr. Bichard Trevithick, jun., and certainly there I first 
became acquainted with him. Our correspondence commenced 
soon afterwards, and he was very frequently in the habit of 



^ Statement by James Bolitho in 1868. 
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calling at Tredrea to ask my opinion on various projects that 
occurred to bis mind — some of them very ingenious, and others 
so wild as not to rest on any foundation at alL I cannot trace 
the succession in point of time. 

" On one occasion Trevithick came to me and inquired with 
great eagerness as to what I apprehended would be loss of power 
in working an engine by the force of steam, raised to the pressure 
of several atmospheres, but instead of condensing to let the steam 
escape. I of course answered at once that the loss of power 
would be one atmosphere, diminished power by the saving of an 
air-pump with its friction, and in many cases with the raising of 
condensing water. I never saw a man more delighted, and I 
believe that within a month several puflTers were in actual work. 

"Davies Gilbert. 
"J. S. Enys, Esq." 

Probably the meeting with engineers at those legal 
contests and the shrewd questioning of lawyers led 
him to ponder on the possibility of working an 
engine without air-pump or vacuum, and within a 
few months several steam-puffers were at work ; the 
idea was soon made practically useful, showing not 
only the energy of Trevithick's resources, but also his 
practical authority as an acting engineer. The high- 
pressure steam-engine may be said to date from 1796. 

The first account-book in my possession in the hand- 
writing of Richard Trevithick, jun., is dated 1797. 
The pages are headed Dr. and Cr. ; but during the 
several years the book was in use not one single account 
was balanced ; it commenced as a ledger, but was used 
as a day-book. Comparatively large amounts of money 
passed through his hands. He was the engineer sup- 
plying machinery, and having mechanics in his pay in 
the following mines : — Ding Dong, Wheal Bog, Wheal 
Druid, Hallamanin, Wheal Prosper, Wheal Hope, 
Wheal Abmham, Dolcoath, Rosewall Mine, Polgrane, 
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Trenethick Wood, Baldue, Trevenen, Wheal Rose, 
Wheal Malkin, East Pool, Wheal Seal -hole, Cook's 
Kitchen, and Camborne Vean. 

Many of the entries are for his improved plunger- 
pole pit-work, and also for his high-pressure portable 
steam-engines; for from that time he made no more 
low-pressures. 

On the death of his father in 1797 he was elected and 
employed to fill the vacant position of leading engineer 
in Cornish mining. Supreme in the district west from 
Dolcoath, but having an opposing, or Watt party, in 
the Grwennap, or eastern district. 

About this time, while preparing machinery at Hayle 
Foundry, his friend William West had fallen in love 
and married Miss Johanna Harvey. Trevithick fol- 
lowed his friend's example, and while on high-pressure 
engine business at Mr. Harvey's foundry, fell in love 
with Miss Jane Harvey. The marriage was in 1797. 
Both families were well known for business ability and 
good looks. The bride was tall and of fair complexion, 
with brown hair. The bridegroom 6 feet 2 inches high, 
broad shouldered, well-shaped massive head, blue eyes, 
with a winning mouth, somewhat large, but having an 
undefinable expression of kindness and finnness. 

Their first residence was at Moreton House, near 
Redruth, within a stone's throw of Murdoch's house, 
and but little farther from Watt's residence at Plane-an- 
Guarry. Murdoch's house still stands, in Cross Street, 
Redruth; those still live who saw the gas-pipes con- 
veying gas from the retort in the little yard to near the 
ceiling of the room, just over the table ; a hole for the 
pipe was made in the window-frame. The old window 
is now replaced by a new frame. Mrs. Trevithick had 
seen Murdoch once in her house; he was considered 
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a clever and agreeable person. Mr. Trevithick was 
friendly with him, but not intimate. Watt lived close 
by, but never came to their house. 

Moreton House was taken for a year, but after nine 
months' occupation, Camborne became their place of 
residence. Soon after their removal a demand was 
made for a second year's rent for Moreton House. 
Trevithick threatened to shake the applicant; did not 
everybody know that he had left the house months 
before ? " Perhaps so," said the man, " but you pro- 
mised to give me the key, and I have not got it yet." 
The key was found in some cast-oflF coat-pocket of 

Trevithick's, and his carelessness cost him a vear's 

f ' " 

rent. 

The Williamses, Foxes, and others, men of money and 
business experience, controlled the Grwennap district, 
and encouraged Watt to erect his engines in Cornwall. 
Trevithick, jun., belonging to the western or Camborne 
district, gave evidence against Watt's claim in 1796, 
and was then spoken of as the tall and strong young 
man who cared not for Watt. 

The idea of working an engine by the pressure of 
steam flashed on his mind as a real and important dis- 
covery; his scientific friend, who was perfectly con- 
versant with Watt's engine, viewed it in the same light, 
though failing to trace its full practical bearing. " A 
puffer-engine would lose the power from vacuum, minus 
the power required to work the air-pump, and the 
conveyance of condensing water." This was the me 
thodical answer of the man of learning, describing 
the difference between the low-pressure steam vacuum 
engine of Watt, commonly called steam-engine, and 
the proposed engine of Trevithick, relying on the 
pressure of steam for its power ; but the latter saw its 

VOL. I. F 
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extensive range and value in a practical sense not 
dreamt of by his friend, and within a month several 
such engines were at work, some of which have con- 
tinued in constant operation almost to the present day. 
The new principle then discovered is unchanged, 
and is most prominently illustrated in the locomotive 
engine, where the vacuum engine of Watt could not 
be used. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PUJNGEB-POLB PUMP AND WATEB-PBBSSURB ENGINE. 

An account-book, in Trevithick's writing, commences : — 

" 1797. To Ding Dong, for five weeks' attendance, at a guinea 
a week. 

"Ditto, fixing a 7-inch pole-case with new lifts and wood 
wind-bore. 

" 1798. Fixing, in East Pool Mine, a 4J-inch pole, &c. 

^ Ditto, the same in Prince William Henry." 

These and similar entries are frequent in what appears 
to have been commenced as Trevithick's ledger-account of 
outgoings and incomings on his taking the post of chief 
mine engineer, made vacant by the death of his father. 
Men's wages are charged at numerous mines for putting 
in pit-work, building engine-houses and boiler-houses ; 
and various entries for wood, leather, pumps, &c., for 
pit-work. 

The increasing depths of the mines, and greater 
power of the steam-engines for raising water, necessi- 
tated a change in the rude, weak pit-work, with pumps 
made of wood hooped with iron, having buckets with 
leather-cup packing and valve which only raised water 
with the upward motion of the rods. Pistons without 
valves, similar to those used in steam-engines, worked in 
brass or iron pump-barrels, forcing the water upward with 
the downward movement of the pump-rods, reducing the 
strength and weight of the pump bucket-rods by one-half. 
Their descending weight about balanced the asc^ending 
water, while with the valve-bucket pump the rods had 

V 2 
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to be strong enough to bear their own weight and also 
that of the column of water. 

ffl The practical cause of failure of the solid 

^ . . piston was its liability to jam in the pump- 
ffl<2 5 barrel by sand or gravel ; while the break- 
Xf age of a leather-cup bucket, or leakage of 

its leather valve, \^as apt to cause serious 
accident to the costly pump-rods, and even 
to the steam-engine. 

The plunger-pole made useful in the 

Cornish mines by Trevithick, met all the 

requirements; raising the water by the 

descending pump - rods, having great 

simplicity of structure, and freedom from 

2 breakage or liability of jamming. 

K] The great value of this invention or 

♦f application is proved by its continued use 

^ in pump -work, precisely as erected by 

Trevithick in 1797. Plunger-poles, fitted 

to the case, the latter having longitudinal 

grooves for the passage of the water, had 

a, the pump-rod, ^ r o . . , 

2l[T^'""**°f*i°*° been used in France: but Trevithick s 

tne boUow cast • iron ' 

pf^ii^; ^^'tbT^iS! plunger-pole worked in an unbored pole- 
f^'the"**j25«?*S case, the sides of which were not touched 

water round the pole; . _ 

tt;e**bottoS"vaw^'a5 ^7 *^® P^^®' ^"^ upcast pipe shown close 
toisi£^?£"^?^ to the top of the pole-case allowed the free 

case on the ascent of r * 'j. ' 1^ 

the pole; /, the top escapc of air ; it is now, however, more 
thejater'teiforoiup- frequently attached to the bottom of the 

ward on the descent ^ •f 

of the pole. pole-case. By leaving the packing in 

the stuffing box a little slack, air escapes ; while a water 
cup on the top of the stuffing-box gland prevents the 
admission of air through the slack packing. 

** With the old atmospheric engine common bucket pumps 
were employed, the whole depth of the shaft being divided into 



Trktitbics's 

Plungkr-folb Pump, 

1797. 
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several lifts ; and the rods of each pun&p, ascending separately 
to some distance above the topmost lift, were then united to 
one rod attached by a chain to the engine-beam. 

** When Watt's engine was introduced, the pit-work remained 
pretty nearly the same, except that, instead of the long separate 
rods to each lift, one main rod was substituted, to which smaller 
rods were attached by ties, to work the pumps at the various 
levels where they were required. This arrangement has continued 
to the present day, and is much superior to the old plan." ^ 

** Among other things, Murdoch proposed the use of Sir 
Samuel Morland's plunger-pump in the pit-work, not as a 
general substitute for, but as an addition to, the lifting pumps, 
in order to suit the double-acting engine, by making the pumps 
double-acting also. In 1796, one of those was employed at Ale 
and Cakes, a mine now forming the eastern part of the United 
Mines." ^ 

Murdoch apparently used, in Ale and Cakes Mine, 
a plunger-pole to suit the particular requirements of 
Watt's double-acting engine. Trevithick's account, 
commencing in the following year, deals with plunger- 
pole pit-work, not as a makeshift, but as a principle 
on which pit-work in a mine should be constructed. 
He removed the old lifting-bucket pit-work and re- 
placed it by the plunger pit-work in several mines, 
in 1797. 

Probably neither Murdoch nor Trevithick knew of 
its having been patented one hundred years before, 
which takes from them the claim of invention, though 
the practically useful introduction rests with Trevithick. 

Gregory's * Mechanics,' a much-esteemed book on 
pump-work, speaks highly of Trevithick's temporary 
forcer, and gives a drawing of it. 



* Enys " On the Cornish Engine," 
' Trans. Inst. C. E.,' vol. iii. 

* Ibid. Appendix G to Tredgold. 
Pole *C)n Cornish Engines,' p. 112. 



The plunger-pump was invented by 
Sir Samuel Morland, and patented 
by him in 1675 (p. 116). 
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"Forcer, temporary, for a pump, is a contrivance to produce 
a constant stream. A very simple forcer of this kind has been 
devised by Mr. E. Trevithick; it consists in fixing a barrel 
with a solid piston along the side of the common pump, in such 
a manner that the lower space of the ad- 
ditional barrel may communicate with the 
space between the two valves of the pump, 
and lastly, by connecting the rods so that 
they may work together. The efiTect is, 
that when the pistons are raised the spaces 
beneath A and B become filled by the 
pressure of the atmosphere, at the same 
time that the tipper column flows out at E. 
But again, when the pistons descend the 
valve C shuts, and consequently the water 
driven by the piston in B must ascend 
through A, and continue to produce an 
equal discharge through E in the down- 
stroke."^ 

This combined bucket and forcer 
pump, known under the name "Trevi- 
tS^^XT^^o^ thick's pump," gives him the claim of 
«>i"'- invention. His accoimt - book, com- 

mencing in 1797, does not warrant the supposition 
that his plunger-pole pit-work was only then used for 
the first time. 

The diffusion of useful knowledge was in those days 
so remarkably slow, that the managers of neighbouring 
mines went each his own particular course, in ignorance 
of changes and improvements that others were benefit/- 
ing by. Lean tells us that, 

** In 1801, in Crenver and Oatfields, in the 'parish of Crowan, 
he found the pit-work to consist of leathern buckets, with two 



* *Nich. Joum.,' Ko. 7, N.S. Gregory's 'Mechanics,' p. 196, vol. ii., 
published 1806. 
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or three pistons, such as were at that time in general use for 
plungers, in a very bad state ; and it may be safely asserted that 
the engines were idle at least one-third of the time, repairing 
the pit-work and changing the bucket& And here he first 
introduced (what is now so generally used, and with so great 
advantage) the plunger-pole, instead of the common box and . 
piston, wherever he found it practicable."^ 

It is evident that the plunger-pole, before Trevithick 
took it in hand, was a floating idea struggling to 
become a reality. Its great value is in its simplicity, 
amounting to a principle, not generally known to the 
miners in Cornwall in 1801, as the pump to supersede 
all others, in deep mines. 

Trevithick's first move was to meet the requirements 
sought for by Murdoch — the lifting of water by the 
down-stroke of the pump-rods as well as by the up- 
. stroke, exemplified in the temporary forcer, in which 
the pump-bucket, with its valve, and the solid piston, 
were placed side by side, one conamon bottom-valve 
serving for both pumps. The result of the combination 
was a constant upward stream of water and the non- 
necessity for the top valve in the water column ; the 
water from the force-pump barrel passed up through 
the bucket-valve in the pump-barrel on the down- 
stroke, while the up-stroke propelled the water from the 
pump-barrel. Gregory calls it the " Trevithick forcer, 
temporary," as though it was soon to be replaced by the 
still more simple plunger-pole. 

The pole-case was a plain casting with a box for the 
hemp packing; the pole was a cast-iron pipe turned 
on the outside, and fixed like a ferrule on the end 
of the pump-rods. Two valves formed of two plates 

^ Lean^s 'Historical Statement of Steam-Engines in Cornwall/ imblishcd 
1839. 
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of iron, with a piece of leather between them, the 
lower plate being less in size than the upper, caused 
the leather to form the face of the valve, making it 
water-tight without employing skilled labour in its 
construction. 

The perfect simplicity of each small part, built on 
ideas partly new and partly seen or heard of before, 
but scarcely traceable, constituted the invention. 

" Mrs. Dennis recollected Mr. Trevithick at Ding Dong 
about 1797 fixing his new plan of pumps there, and at Wheal 
Malkin and Wheal Providence, adjoining mines. Her parents 
lived at Madron, near these mines, and for two or three years 
Mr. Trevithick came frequently to superintend the mine-work, 
staying at their house a few days, or a week at a time. He 
was a great favourite, full of fun and good-humour, and a good 
story-teller. She had to be up at four in the morning to get 
Mr. Trevithick's breakfast ready, and he never came to the 
house again until dark. In the middle of the day a person 
came from the mines to fetch his dinner ; he was never par- 
ticular what it was. Sometimes, when we were all sitting 
together talking, he would jump up, and before anyone had 
time to say a word, he was right a^ay to the mine." ^ 

"Henry Clark went to work in Dolcoath smiths' shop in 
1799. Captain Trevithick was putting in a plunger-pole lift ; 
everybody said it would never answer, but the same lift is 
working there to this day (1869). Before that time they used 
buckets and pistons packed with gasket and a ring screwed on 
it ; they used to jam with sand and gravel."^ 

Trevithick followed up the application of his new 
plunger-pump with such energy, that during the suc- 
ceeding four or five years several of the principal mines 
had removed their old bucket-lifts, to make room for the 
new plunger-pole lift, and among them Dolcoath Mine. 



Residing at Tenzance, 1869. ^ Residing at Retb-uth, 1869. 
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In 1798 Trevithick, by one of those moves common 
to master-minds, converted the outline of the plunger- 
pole pump, serving as the agent of the steam-engine, 
into its rival as the prime mover in positions command- 
ing a stream of water through pipes from elevated 
ground. In this new position it was called the water- 
pressure engine, and its first erection was in Prince 
William Henry Mine,^ for giving motion to the pump- 
rods. The pole and case took the place of the cylinder 
and piston of the steam-engine, and were fixed over 
the mouth of the shaft. The pole working through a 
stuflSng box on the top of the pole-case, had a cross- 
head, from which two side rods descended to the pump- 
rods; water was brought in iron or wood pipes from 
the neighbouring high ground, and being admitted by 
a valve to the bottom of the pole, caused it to perform 
the up-stroke ; the release of the water from under the 
pole allowed the weight of the rods to cause the down- 
stroke. This first Cornish water-pressure engine con- 
tinued to work satisfactorily for seventeen years, when 
it required repairs, and was re-erected. 

'^ Captain Joseph Yivian, the maoager of Boskear Mine in 
1868, also worked there in 1815, when they re-erected the old 
water-pressure engine that Trevithick had first put up in 1798. 
It was spoken of as the first water-pressure engine ever erected 
with a pole and side rods. The water was brought Uirough 
pipes for working it." 

"Mr. Symons, when a boy, in 1804 or 1805, used to amuse 
himself by placing a handkerchief on a plug in the wooden 
water-pipes with iron bands, bringing water down from Carnkie 
to work Captain Trevithick's water-pressure engine at Wheal 
Druid. By loosening the plug, it flew from the pipe up into 



^ In Watt's time called Wheal Chance ; then Prince William Henry ; and 
in the present day Roekear Mine. 
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the air, carrying the liandkerchief up with it, to the great fun 
of the boys ; only sometimes, when the engineman could sur- 
prise them, they had the rope's end.'*^ 

Eees' * Cyclopaedia ' thus speaks of Trevithick's Wheal 
Druid pressure-engine, at the foot of Cam Brea Hill, 
close to his home of boyhood, and now known as Cam 
Brea Mine : — 

** A very complete pressure-engine was erected by Mr. Trevi- 
thick at the Druid copper mine in Dlogan, near Truro, in 
Cornwall; it acted with a double power, that is, the piston 
pressure was first applied to one side of the piston to force it 
up, and then on the other to force it down, in the same manner 
as a double-acting steam-engine. It acted by two slide-valves 
instead of one, but they were so made that one opened rather 
before the other shut, and this, though it wasted a small quantity 
of water by permitting it to escape, prevented the concussion of 
stopping the column of water, which indeed is always in motion." 

" Mr. James Banfield ^ in 1818 was employed in Wheal 
Clowance Mine ; the pumps were worked by Captain Trevithick's 
water-pressure engine. It had a pole about twelve inches in 
diameter, working in a pole-case; two side rods went (iown 
from the cross-head on the top of the pole, to a cross-head under 
the pole-case; to this bottom cross^head the pump-rods were 
joined ; the cross-heads worked in wooden guides ; there was a 
balance-bob from which a plug-rod worked the valves, which 
had gear-handles just like a steam-engine. The engine was 
fixed underground at the adit level ; the head of water came 
from Clowance Park. Several similar engines were then at 
work in the Cornish mines ; they used to be called Captain Dick's 
pressure-engines." 

The temporary forcer pump was a combination of 
pump-bucket and solid forcer piston. Before it had 
time to be practically established in general use, it was 



* Mr. Symons resided at Camborne in 1868. 
' Resident in Penzance in 1869. 
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followed by the plunger-pole pump. Then came the 
pole pressure-engine, for giving motion to the plunger- 
pole pumps, followed by the Druid Mine double-acting 
pressure-engine, with solid piston, and water pressure 
acting both on its up and down stroke like the Watt 
steam-engine, but using water pressure and vacuum in 
lieu of steam and vacuum. 

The pressure-engine described by Eees was double- 
acting, having a piston in a cylinder ; that by Banfield 
was single-acting, with a pole, of which several were 
at work in Cornwall in 1815, and were known as 
Captain Trevithick's pressure-pole engines. 

Gregory's * Mechanics,' published in 1806, gives a 
drawing and full particulars of Trevithick's Wheal 
Druid pressure-engine. 

"Pressure-engines for raising water by the pressure and 
descent of a column enclosed in a pipe, have been lately erected 
in different parts of this country. The principle now adverted 
to was adopted in some machinery executed in France about 
1731 (see Belidor de Arch., Hydraul., lib. iv., cb. i.), and was 
likewise adopted in Cornwall about forty years ago. But the 
pressure - engine of which we are about to give a particular 
description, is the invention of Mr. E. Trevithick, who probably 
was ^ot aware that anything at all similar had been attempted 
before. This engine, a section of which, on a scale of a quarter 
of an inch to a foot, is shown in PI. xxiii., was erected about six 
years ago at the Druid copper mine, in the parish of Illogan, 
near Truro. A B represents a pipe 6 inches in diameter, through 
which water descends, from the head, to the place of its delivery, 
to run off by an adit at S, through a fall of 34 fathoms in 
the whole; that is to say, in a close pipe down the. slope of a 
hill 200 fathoms long, with 26 fathoms fall ; then perpendi- 
cularly 6 fathoms, till it arrives at B, and thence through the 
engine from B to S 2 fathoms. At the turn B the water enters 
into a chamber C, the lower part of which terminates in two 
brass cylinders 4 inches in diameter, in which two plugs or 
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pistons of lead, D and E, are capable of moving up and down by 
their piston-rods, which pass through a close packing above, 
^ and are attached to the ex- 

tremities of a chain leading 
over, and properly attached 
to the wheel Q, so that it 
cannot slip. The leaden 
pieces D and E are cast in 
^ their places, and have no 

packing whatever. They 
move very easily, and if at 
any time they should be- 
come loose, they may be 
spread out by a few blows 
with a proper instrument, 
without taking them out of 
their places. On the sides 
of the two brass cylinders, 
in which D and E move, 
there are square holes, com- 
municating towards F and 
G, which is a horizontal 
trunk or square pipe, 4 
inches wide and 3 inches deep. All the other pipes, G, G, 
and R, are 6 inches in diameter, except the principal cylinder, 
wherein the piston H moves ; and this cylinder is 10 inches 
in diameter, and admits a 9-feet stroke, though it is here deli- 
neated as if the stroke were only 3 feet. The piston-rod works 
through a stuffing box above, and is attached to M N, which is 
the pit-rod, or a perpendicular piece divided into two, so as 
to allow its alternate motion up and down, and leave a space 
between, without touching the fixed apparatus or great cylinder. 
The pit-rod is prolonged down into the mine, where it is 
employed to work the pumps, or if the engine were applied to 
mill-work, or any other use, this rod would form the com- 
munication of the first mover. K L is a tumbler, or tumbling 
bob, capable of being moved on the gudgeons V from its present 
position to another, in which the weight L sliall hang over with 



TRKYTTincK's Wrkal Dbuid Double-actiko 

WATEU-PBXaSUSK i^KOIKB, 1800. 
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the same inclination on the opposite side of the perpendicular^ 
and consequently the end E will then be as much elevated as 
it is now depressed. The pipe E S has its lower end immersed 
in a cistern, by which means it delivers its water, without the 
possibility of the external air introducing itself, so that it con- 
stitutes a Torricellian column, or water barometer, and renders 
the whole column from A to S effectual, as we shall see in our 
vieV of the operation. 

" Let us suppose the lower bar K V of the tumbler to be hori- 
zontal, and the rod F O so situated as that the plugs or leaden 
pistons D and E shall lie opposite to each other, and stop the 
water-ways G tod F ; in this state of the engine, though each 
of these pistons is pressed by a force equivalent to more than 
1000 lbs., they will remain motionless, because these actions 
being contrary to each other, they are constantly in equilibrio. 
The great piston H being here shown as at the bottom of its 
cylinder, the tumbler is to be thrown by hand into the position 
here delineated. 

" Its action upon P, and consequently upon the wheel Q, 
draws up the plug D, and depresses E, so that the water-way 6 
becomes open from A B, and that of F to the pipe E ; the water 
consequently descends from A to 0, thence to G G G, until it 
acts beneath the piston H. This pressure raises the piston, and 
if there be any water above the piston, it causes it to rise, and 
pass through F into E. During the rise of the piston (which 
carries the pit-rod M N along with it), a sliding block of wood I, 
fixed to this rod, is brought into contact with the tail K of the 
tumbler, and raises it to the horizontal position, beyond which 
it oversets by the acquired motion of the weight L. The mere 
rise of the piston, if there were no additional motion in the 
tumbler, would only bring the two plugs D and E to the position 
of rest, namely, to close G and F, and then the engine would 
stop ; but the fall of the tumbler carries the plug D downwards, 
quite clear of the hole F, and the other plug E upwards, quite 
clear of the hole 6. These motions require no consumption of 
power, because the plugs are in equilibrio, as was just observed. 
In this new situation the colunm A B no longer communicates 
with G, but acts through F upon the upper part of the piston 
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H, and depresses it ; while the contents of the great cylinder 
beneath that piston are driven out through GGG, and pass 
through the opening at E into B. 

^' It may be observed that the column which acts against the 
piston is assisted by the pressure of the atmosphere, rendered 
active by the column of water hanging in B, to which that 
assisting pressure is equivalent, as has already been noticed. 
When the piston has descended through a certain length, the 
slide or block at T, upon the pit-rod, applies against the tail K 
of the tumbler, which it depresses and again oversets ; producing 
once more the position of the plugs D E, here delineated, and 
the consequent ascent of the great piston H, as before described. 
The ascent produces its former effect on the tumbler and plugs ; 
and in this manner it is evident that the alternations will go on 
without limit, or until the manager shall think fit to place the 
tumbler and plugs D E in the position of rest, namely, so as to 
stop the passages F and G. 

•* The length of the stroke may be varied by altering the 
position of the pieces T and I, which will shorten the stroke the 
nearer they are together, as in that case they will sooner alter- 
nate upon the tail K. 

** As the sudden stoppage of the descent of the column A B 
at the instant when the two plugs were both in the water-way 
might jar and shake the apparatus, these plugs are made half 
an inch shorter than the depth of the side holes, so that in that 
case the water can escape directly through both the small cylin- 
ders to B« This ogives a moment of time for the generation of 
the contrary motion in the piston and the water in G G G, and 
greatly deadens the concussion which might else be produced. 

" Some former attempts to make pressure-engines upon the 
principle of the steam-engine have failed, because the water, not 
being elastic, could not be made to carry the piston onwards a 
little, so as completely to shut one set of valves and open another. 

'^ In the present judicious construction the tumbler performs 
the o£Sce of the expansive force of steam at the end of the stroke*" 

The head of water at Wheal Druid had a fall of 
204 feet. The design of the valve-box alone showed 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



PLTJNGER-POLE PUMP AND WATER-PRESSTJRE ENGINE. 79 

genius suflScient to place a man above his fellows. 
Two cylinders of brass, easily fitted up, two leaden 
piston-valves, cast in their places, without any fittings, 
which in case of wear could be hammered out to the 
necessary size without taking them from their places. 
These two valves were moved by a piece of flat chain 
passing over a pulley, attached to a wooden lever, with 
a balance-weight judiciously placed, called a tumbling 
bob. 

The operation of these simple valves was that each 
of them bearing a pressure of more than 1000 lbs., 
worked as balance-valves with little weight or friction, 
or wear and tear, and enabled the engine to change its 
direction of stroke without jar, and without materially 
stopping the downward flow of water in the supply- 
pipe. The plugs, since called by modern inventors 
cylindrical slide-valves, being made half an inch shorter 
than the water passages in the brass cylinder, or valve- 
case, turned the water pressure from the main cylinder 
into the waste-pipe during the moment of time occupied 
in changing the direction of the stroke. This one little 
point in the engine was thus valued by Gregory: — 
" Some former attempts to make pressure-engines upon 
the principle of the steam-engine have failed, because 
the water, not being elastic, could not be made to 
carry the piston onwards a Kttle, so as completely to 
shut one set of valves and open another. In the 
present judicious construction the tumbler performs 
the office of the expansive force of steam at the end 
of the stroke." The bottom end of the waste-water 
pipe emptied into a cistern 12 feet below the engine, 
to prevent air from going up the pipe. The weight of 
water, therefore, in this pipe gave a vacuum in the 
working cylinder of several pounds to the inch. This 
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apparently small engine was of great power, the pres- 
sure being about 100 lbs. to the inch on the piston, 
giving a force of three or four tons, thrown rapidly up 
and down the long stroke of 9 feet. 

Trevithick was for several years the engineer and 
part proprietor in Trenethick Wood Mine, and intro- 
duced his improved plunger-pole pumps, worked by 
his piston water-pressure engine. The cylinder was 
17 inches in diameter, with a stroke of 9 feet, double- 
acting, worked by a four-way cock, made of brass, in a 
brass shell. An air-vessel was suggested to remove the 
shock of the change of movement in the column of 
water. The head of water was 78 feet, giving a power 
of nearly four tons. 

The drawing of this engine, still in the possession 
of the Honourable Mrs. Gilbert, of Trelissick, was 
made by Trevithick, and given to his friend Davies 
Gilbert (then Giddy), who wrote the following par- 
ticulars on it : — 

** Drawing of the pressure-engine, erected on the mine in 
Trenethick Wood, near Helston, 1799. Given me by the 
engineer, Mr. Richard Trevithick. The fall of \vater is 13 
fathoms ; the engine works double; a 9-feet stroke. The parts 
are, — a tube communicating with the head . of water ; the 
cylinder or working piece ; a tube communicating at the bottom 
with the cylinder; and a tube acting as a siphon, and thus 
adding the length of the cylinder to the head of water. When 
the cock is turned, as here represented, the water from the 
tube presses on the piston in the cylinder. The water under 
the piston is forced up the tube, and flows down the siphon. 
When the cock is turned a quarter round, the water from the 
tube is pressed down the tube ; from thence acts against the 
under surface of the piston in the cylinder. The water above 
the piston escapes into the siphon. 

" N.B. — An air-vessel may be adapted to the tube, and thus 
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the flow of water rendered almost uniform, notwithstanding the 
cheeks of the engine. The apertures through the cock and 
nozzles are made one quarter of 
the cylinder." 

The balance - valves are 
here replaced by tbe four- 
way cock. The simplicity of 
form and parts leads one to 
pass by this machine as 
merely a few pipes bolted 
together ; but its great power 
and economy in working led 
to its use in other than 
Cornish mines. 

" At a meeting of the Hill-Carr . 
Sough proprietors, held June 
25th, 1801, it having been re- 
presented to the meeting that 
pressure-engines of the descrip- 
tion proposed to be erected near 
Youlgreave, are now in use in 
Cornwall, where they give great 
satisfaction, and Mr. Richard 
Trevithick, the engineer who 
erects them, having made an oifer 
to come to view the mines paying 
composition to tins Sough, on 
condition of the expenses of his 
journey being paid; and that in 
case of not contracting for the 
erection of the engine, he would 
furnish us with drawings and 
every information gratis. 

"" March 25th, 1802. — At a 
meeting this day, the adjourned 
Question respectinc: the propriety tbkvithick's TawkTHicK wood doublk- 

* r o I r J Acrrxo Watrr-prsbsusb Ekotnk, workkd 

of erecting an engine to lift the "^ ^ focb-wat oock; mbctkd 1799. 
VOL. I. G 
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^ater below the level of this Sough was further considered; 
Mr. Biehard Trevithick haying given in a drawing and an 
estimate of an engine for a lift of 8 fathoms. 

*'The undersigned proprietors agree to accept the above 
proposals on condition that the whole of the expenses shall not 
exceed 1800Z. 

" In the reckonings for the quarter ending 27th March, 1802, 
the Hill-Carr Sough and the Shining Sough partners each pay 
15Z., as half of the expenses of Mr. Trevithick in making a plan 
for an engine, and for coming over out of Cornwall with it ; 
together SOL 

"At a meeting held March 31st, 1803, Mr. Kichard Trevi- 
thick having appeared, and produced estimates of the pressure- 
engine, and also of a wheel calculated to lift the wliole of the 
water in the Black Shale Pit and Gay Vein Gates to the depth 
of 8 fathoms, from which it appeared that the expense of the 
pressure-engine was less, and also came recommended by Mr. 
Trevithick in preference to the wheel ; it' was unanimously 
ordered that the former should be adopted, and the whole and 
entire management of it be entrusted to Mr. Trevithick, pur- 
suant to the conditions which he required." 

At a meeting, June 28th, 1804, allusion is made to 
the engine then being erected. 

Half a century had passed since these resolutions of 
the managers of the Derbyshire lead mines to entrust a 
Cornish engineer with their drainage, when the fol- 
lowing notice was attached to this memorable old water- 
pressure engine, — "November, 1851, Messrs. John 
Taylor and Sons advertise for sale the various engines 
and pumps in those old mines;" and in 1852 they 
were drawn up and sold, Trevithick's engine going to 
the scrap-pile after fifty working years. 

" Alport, near Bakewell, 

" Dear Sir, " March sth, 1869. 

" I am glad to learn by your favour of the 4th that the 
particulars I sent of the pressure-engine will be of service, and 
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that, with some help from Mr. Darlington, you will be enabled 
to make a drawing of it. There is one thing I believe I have 
not named, it is that this engine has many times worked for 
fifteen or sixteen weeks together, without missing a stroke* or 
being stopped for any purpose (a moment once or twice a day, 
I do not recollect which) but to oil the bearings. The water 
was very clear and did not wear the valves and gearings of the 
buckets very much. 

" Yours truly, 

" F. Tbevithick, Esq/' " SaMUEL BeNNETTS. 



. " MiNERA, near Wrexham, 

"Dear Sir, " i»< JifarcA, 1869. 

" The sketch you have sent me of Trevithick's engine is 
perfectly correct, and I can only answer the questions asked in 
your letter. 

"The pump-work at the Alport mines were two 33-inch 
drawing lifts, connected above the cylinder to the piston-rod 
by a cross-head ; the bottom of the cylinder was at the adit level. 
The tumbling beam for working the boxes or valves was fixed 
about 12 feet above the revolving wheel, vnth a small rod 
connected to a short l^ver fixed to the axle of the revolving 
wheeL The tumbling beam was worked by two tappets, screwed 
on the rod that was connected with a powerful balance-beam on 
the surface. This rod was also connected with the cross-head 
below, stayed, or worked through guides, as the ordinary Cornish 
pit-work. 

" The water for working this engine descended to the piston 
below, from the surface, through a 15-inch downfall column, 
about 150 feet in depth. The regulating valve to this engine 
was on the surface, and the water was turned on according to 
the necessary speed of engine. I hope you will see how to 
f6rm your sketch of this engine from what is stated above. If 
there is any other question you wish to ask, I will endeavour to 
answer it 

" Yours very truly, 

" F. Trevithick, Esq." " JoHN DARLINGTON. 

g2 
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Mr. J. Glynn, in a report on water-pressure engines, 
says : — 

** The first water-pressure engine used in England was erected 
by Mr. William Westgartb, at a lead mine belonging to Sir 
Walter Blacket, in the county of Northumberland, in the year 
1765. The piston was attached by a chain to the arched head 
of the beam, working just like the atmospheric steam-engine. 
Mr. Smeaton suggested to Westgartb the use of a stuffed collar, 
which he used with success. In 1770 Mr. Smeaton made a 
small water-pressure engine for supplying Lord Irwin's resi- 
dence, closing the cylinder-top and using the piston-rod with a 
stuffed collar. 

'' After Mr. Smeaton's time the water-pressure engine seems 
to have remained in abeyance, and I am not aware that any 
more of them were made until Mr. Trevithick revived their 
use, in constructing several water-pressure engines, one of which 
was erected in Derbyshire in the year 1803, and is still, I 
believe, at work (in 1848) at the Alport mines, near Bake well, 
to which place it was removed from its original situation, not 
far distant"^ 

Trevithick thus speaks of it, in a letter written at the 
commencement of 1804: — "It has been at work about 
three months, and never missed one stroke, except when 
they let a tub swim down the descending column." 

In a subsequent letter he complains of non-payment 
for his foreman's attendance and travelling expenses, 
and for the wages of the men he sent, adding, "If 
they found fault with tlie engine there would be some 
reason for not paying, but they say it is the best in 
the world.*' 

The cylinder was 25 inches in diameter, with a 
10-feet stroke, in which the water column gave a pres- 

* 'Report on Water-pressure En- , the British Association for the Ad- 
gines/ by Joseph Glynn, F.R.S., ! vancement of Science, 1849. 
M. Inst. C. E., &c. Published by ] 
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gure of 75 lbs. on the square inch ; and was fixed under- 
ground at the adit level, 48 feet above the bottom of the 
mine, giving motion to two large pumps, each 33 inches 



* 




Tbkvithick's Dubtsbibk Water-prkssurb Doublb-actiom Ekqike of 1803. 

a, the water-preesuTe cylinder, 25 inchefl In dluneter, lO-feet Biroke, working at a prcMurc of 
»6 lbs. to the Inch ; 6, the piston ; c, pbton-rod croes-head ; d, rod from cross-head to the balance- 
bob fixed at the surface : e, balance-bob and box for counterpoise ; /, guides for piston-rod croas- 
famMl ; g, two pump-rods descending from the piston-rod cross-head to the pumps ; h, the two pumps, 
each 33 Inches In diameter, raising water fh)m the bottom of the mine to the adit level, about 48 feet ; 
i, the water^iresBure pipe, 16 inches In diameter, bringing the water from the surface down to the 
engine fixed at the adit level, a depth of 150 feet ; j, the two piston-valves shown in the drawing as 
allowing the pressure water above the piston to escape to the waste-pipe, while the other valve allows 
the pressure water from the column to paM through the pipe k to the under side of the piston— the 
diange of position of the valves reverses the action ; the pressure water fh>m the column is turned or 
to the top of the piston, while that below the piston passes back through the pipe fc, and escapes 
through the waste-pipe; k, the pipe communicating from the pressure-pipe and waste-pipe with 
bottom of the cylinder ; I, the waste-water pipe ; m, a wheel over which a chain passes, giving 
movement to the rods fh>m the two piston-valves ; n, lever and rod connecting the valves with the 
tumbling beam ; o, tumbling beam, moved by Uppets on the main rods, the weighted part accelerating 
its movement when the weight p leans on either side of the centre ; p, balance- weight, causing the 
lever to fall quickly Just before ihe finish of the stroke; q, rests on which the ends of the tumbling 
beam fall ; r, plug-rod attached to the main rods, on which are the two shifting tappets for lifting or 
depressing the end of the tumbling beam Just before the finish of the stroke. The pressure column 
bad a valve at the surface, so that, by contracting or increasing the supply of water, the speed of the 
engine was decreased or Increased. The valves may have been worked wholly by the tappets, or 
modified by the balance or tumbling bob, or by the use of a cataract,— all three methods having been 
used in early engines. 
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in diameter, with a stroke of 10 feet, lifting water a 
height of 48 feet. 

This pressure-engine was double-acting, or of equal 
power on the up as on the down stroke; the pumps 
gave their weight only on the up-stroke. A balance- 
bob placed at the surface equalized the powers; the 
descent of the weighted box assisting the up-stroke 
of the pump-rods. The valves were nearly the same 
as in the Druid pressure-engine. The water raised in 
the pumps was equal to the combined effect of the 
descent of the balance-weight together with the upward 
stroke of the pressure^engine. 

This early machine, working night and day for half 
a century in the bowels of the earth, exerted a power 
greater than the large and overrated steam-engines of 
Watt. 

Trevithick's water-pressure engine had a force of 
about 16 tons; the Watt Dolcoath great engine, with 
its 63-inch cylinder and effective pressure of 10 lbs. 
on the inch,^ had a force of 14 tons, but this was only 
exerted on the down-stroke, the engine exerted no 
power during the up-stroke. The water-pressure engine 
to do the same kind of pumping-work gave out power 
from both the up and the down stroke, a compound 
stroke giving a power of 32 tons. This simple, durable, 
and cheap water-pressure engine, with all its dis- 
advantages of position, was thus more than twice 
as powerful as the great Dolcoath steam-engine of 
Watt, 

The writer has introduced this lengthened account of 
the plunger-pole pit-work and the water-pressure engine 
to make good a seeming void in mechanical history. 

' Sec calculation in Stuart's * History of the Steam-Engine,' chap, iii., p. 27, 
giving 84 lbs. effective pressure. 
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The former is still universally used, the latter has to 
some extent been put aside for the more easily applied 
steam-engine, though the writer in 1831, at the Hayle 
Foundry, made drawings for a 10-inch pole water- 
pressure engine, 7 feet 6 inches stroke ; the pole-case 
1 inch larger in diameter than the pole ; the head of 
water was 300 feet, giving a pressure of 150 lbs. on the 
inch ; the inlet and outlet valves were 4^ and 5^ inches 
in diameter, double-beat, worked by a plug-rod and 
cataract ; the general outline was a copy from Trevi- 
thick's work of thirty years before. 

A thorough knowledge of mechanical movements 
was one of Trevithick's greatest acquirements, and the 
correct application of the mechanical powers a matter 
of comparative ease in his hands. His Wheal Druid 
engine worked at a pressure of 100 lbs. on the square 
inch — ^a force but seldom used in our modern stationary 
engines. It must be considered that, not only was he 
single-handed in his daring inventions, but, at a time 
when wooden pipes were still much used in water-works, 
and iron pipes and machinery of very rude construction, 
he was compelled to turn manufacturer, oftentimes 
having to utilize the larger portion of an old machine 
in the construction of a new one. 

The following tradition of Mr. John Harvey, the 
father of Mrs. Trevithick, and founder of the Hayle 
Foundry Engine Works one hundred years ago, opens 
our eyes to the immensely greater difficulties in the 
path of the engineer in those days as compared with 
the present time. Trevithick, sen., is spoken of in a 
former chapter as having gone to Bristol and elsewhere 
for iron pipes in 1775 ; for the use of iron had not at 
that time wholly driven out the wooden pipes from the 
Cornish mine pit-work. 
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" On a Sunday morning, in the year 1770, a rich friend of 
Mr. Harvey's came into his smiths' shop, at Camhell Green, 
having lost one of his silver shoe-buckles when taking a run 
with his beagles before church time, and said, ' How can I go 
to church with one buckle ? ' * Give me one of your old silver 
spoons, and lend me that buckle, and I'll soon set you up 
again,' said John Harvey. The rich man was pleased, and 
asked what his friend would do if he had some of his money. 
* Why, go down to Foundry, and make cast-iron pumps for 
Trevithick's mines in place of the wooden ones.' 

** Another story says, that Mr. John Harvey went up the 
country to see how castings were made. Having been re- 
fused admittance, he dressed in rude clothes, feigned to be 
half-witted, idled about the doors of the foundries, singing 
songs, and now and then ventured in; oflFering to carry 
water, or errands, and so discovered how to make cast-iron 
pipes." * 

" Mrs. Edwards, of Perran, in St. Hilary, when a girl, used 
to go with Betsy Edwards to Hallamanin Mine when she 
carried dinner to her father and brother, about 1798. They 
worked in the carpenters' shop, boring out the wood pumps, 
and we used to carry home the borings for lighting the fire. 
Captain Trevithick was the engineer. I recollect him very 
well ; he was a tall, thin man. It was about that time that the 
Brumagem company had to give in, and Captain Trevithick 
started the mine again." ^ 

This was one of the numerous mines in which the 
Watt low-pressure and Trevithick high-pressure fights 
were contested, on the first working of high-pressure 
steam-engines. 

It is curious that this battle-ground was within a 
mile of the heap of stones forming the grave of the old 
granite boiler at Gwallon Mine, and but a little farther 
from Ludgv£ln-lez, where Newcomen had erected one 

1 Banfield's tradition, related in 1869. 

*-' Recollections of Mrs. Edwards, living at Perran in 1869. 
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of his earliest atmospheric engines, which in course of 
time was replaced hy a Boulton and Watt — the old 
mine-heaps are now called Wheal Boulton — while just 
across the valley, at Hallamanin, worked a Trevithick 
high-pressure steam-engine. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

mOH-PRESSUBE WHIM-ENGINE. 

Trevithick's account-book gives :— 

" 1798.— To Prince William Henry, for a boiler, 381. 
" 1799. — To a boiler for new engine at Rosewall, 211. 
" To the same, for Wheal Seal-hole little engine, 21Z. 
" 1800. — For carrying the little engine to Wheal Hope, 10s. 6d. 
" To Arthur Woolf going to London as engine fireman with 
Shelland engine, at 30Z. a year. 

" To received 350 guineas from Mr. Millett for a steam-whim." 

A short time ago the writer visited St. Agnes Head 
in search of evidences of times gone by. A miner/ in 
an almost idle mine, said, "This is Polberrow New 
Adventure ; that engine works in Seal-hole shaft, but 
old Seal-hole shaft, a few yards to the west, where 
Captain Dick Trevithick put his puffer-engine, has run 
together. Them pit-holes and shafts we do call old 
mens workings for tin before steam-engines were 
made; they do go down from 10 to 40 fathoms to the 
old adit in the cliff above the sea." 

The models of 1796 grew rapidly into the practical 
high-pressure steam-puffer engine of 1798, and became 
active rivals of the low-pressure steam vacuum engine. 

In 1800 a high-pressure portable steam-engine was 
carried in a cart to Wheal Hope, and one was sent to 
London in charge of Arthur Woolf, the well-known 
engineer. In the same year the first high-pressure 

' Capt. Robert Hancock. 
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steam-whim was made for Mr. Millett, at a compara- 
tively small cost. 

This latter application of steam, to supersede the 
horse-whim in raising mineral from the shafts, was of 
great importance to the miner. An old account-book, 
in Cook's Kitchen Mine, has entries bearing on Trevi- 
thick's doings at that period. 

"1798, June 23rd. — A survey held for setting the sump, 
Eoger's and Bramblam's whims, on Dunkin's lode, to draw by 
the hundred kibbals for one year ; and if the adventurers shall, 
during this time, think it proper to erect a steam whim or 
whims, to draw out of any shaft or shafts, then this contract to 
be void. Signed by nine working men, and one -f-, and by 
Captain Joseph Vivian for adventurers. 

'* 1799. — ^The above agreement renewed for another year. 

" 1803. May. — To Thomas Tyack for making smith's work 
for the steam- whim." * 

Trevithick then believed himself to be the originator 
of the steam-whim ; but a memorandum, written by 
him in 1830, has the following note : — 

" I have since heard that Boulton and Watt had before erected 
a steam-whim at Wheal Maid, which did not go well, and soon 
ceased to work." 

William Pooly, working in Dolcoath, says : — 
"I worked in this mine, in 1816, a whim-engine, which they 
used to say was first put up in Wheal Maid, in Gwennap, by 
Boulton and Watt. I never heard what date it was; but 
people said it was the first steam-whim ; that she was sent from 
Gwennap to Wales, and when Boulton and Watt were at the 
Herland mine with their engines, she was brought back from 
Wales and tried at Herland ; she was moved from Herland and 
tried at Dolcoath, about 1816, when I worked her ; she worked 
with the old Boulton and Watt hearse-boiler. Several of Captain 
Trevithick's high-pressure whims were, before that, working 

* Extracts from book in Cook's Kitchen Mine in 1870. 
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close by, some condensing and one or two puffers. Captain 
Trevithick's boiler was like a cast-iron cylinder, with the fire- 
door in one end, and the steam-cylinder in the other end ; two 
rods standing out from the cylinder end for guides, and a 
connecting rod going to the crank." ' 

Mr. Hugh Hunter, the oldest workman in the mine, 
says: — 

'^I have been the foreman carpenter in Cook's Kitchen 
for sixty years. I went to the mine in 1802 or 1803; 
Captain Trevithick's whims worked there then ; one was on 
ChapeU's shaft, another on Bramblam's, and one called the 
Valley -puffer. Chapell's engine, or Bramblam's, had two 
cylinders, and a double crank ; the whim-cage was fixed high 
up, near the roof. The engines were fixed on to the boiler ; it 
was something like the present boilers in shape. The piston- 
rod cross-head worked in guide-rods fixed to the cylinder; 
connecting rods went from the cross-heads to the cranks. 
Steam was turned off and on by a four-way cock. I recollect 
the engine, because the two cranks going one after the other 
was a new thing ; and I recollect the valley engine, because 
she was a puffer, and you could hear her for miles. I can't 
recollect the kind of the third engine. They used to be called 
Trevithick's first steam-whims." ^ 

This is the first mention of a double-cylinder high- 
pressure steam-engine in Cornwall, and it used the 
blast -pipe. Similar engines were erected in Wales 
about the same time.' 

" I am eighty years old, and still work in Dolcoath ; in 1815 
I worked the valley-puffer engine ; the cylinder was horizontal, 
and fixed in the end of the boiler; the piston-rod worked in 
guides, not much above the ground, with a connecting rod from 
the cross-head to the crank on the winding cage. She puffed the 
waste steam into the air ; the two other whims, close by in Cook's 
Kitchen, condensed ; they were at work long before I saw them."* 

» Narrated in 1869. » See Mr. Crawshay's statement, 

* Mr. Hugh Hunter lived at Pool chap. ix. 
in 1869. * Narrated by John Smith, 1869. 
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"James Hosking, working in 1869 one of Trevithick's first 
lot of steam-whims in Cook's Kitchen, knew the engine in 
1838 ; she is exactly the same now as then. I wouldn't wish to 
work a handier engine; you need not move from your seat, 
except to put coals in the boiler. Mr. Samuel Hocking, the 
engineer, looked in a day or two ago, and said he had known 
her for fifty years, and could see no difference in her." 

" Captain Charles Thomas, the manager of Cook's Kitchen, 
says, the engine was erected by Trevithick in 1800 or 1801. 
It works extremely well with 25 lbs. of steam, and promises to 
do so for many years, and draws six kibbals per hour from the 
264 -fathom level. The gross weight, including the chain to 
the bottom of the shaft, is 70 cwt. ; the mineral in each kibbal 
about 6 or 7 cwt.*' 

These fa^ts raise a question of much interest in meting 
out the just reward of praise to the improvers of the 
rotary steam-engine. 

Did Trevithick construct the first engine using a 
crank in Cornwall; and had he ever seen an engine 
with a crank before that of his own construction ? 

Watt's Wheal Maid failure, a low-pressure steam 
vacuum engine, erected about 1784, with sun-and-planet 
wheels, may be taken as the first rotary engine in Corn- 
wall. Trevithick was a .boy, and neither saw it nor 
heard of it; and moreover, it had not a crank, neither did 
the crank form a part of the steam-engine for some years 
after that date, and it certainly was not seen in Cornwall 
until Trevithick constructed his high-pressure steam 
models, working with a crank, in 1796, He had never 
been out of the county until about that time, when he 
went to London to give evidence in the Watt Patent 
lawsuits. He probably heard of the crank disputes 
between Watt and Wasbrough, but the crank could not 
then have been in extensive use as a part of a steam- 
engine, and may never have been seen by Trevithick. 
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One of these mementoes of Trevithick's practical 
genius in 1800, still worked at Cook's Kitchen Mine 
in 1869. 

The accompanying drawing represents the only one 
of those three Cook's Kitclien engines still working. 




Trevith:ck'8 HiGH-PREesuBK Expansive Stkav Condi^nsiko WKnc-EHOiNS, csectrj) at 
Gook'b IOtchbn, 1800. 

Description or condensing steam- whim of 1800, taken 1869, from the engine then at work: — 
a, steam-cylinder, 19 inches in diameter, 6-feet stroke; b, the four-way cock, by a quarter turn 
giving the steam in the top of the piston and that under it to the condenser, and vice vend on 
the return movement; c, rod. Joining the cock-lever with the T<«hAft lever; u, the Y-posts; d, the 
Y-shaftt carrying two gear-handles and the oock-lever ; e, the two tappets on the plug-rod, for moving 
the two gear-handles and four-way cock ; /, plug-rod ; p, two gear-handles ; A, steam r^ulating oock ; 
i, steam-pipe to boiler-house ; j, handle and rod to injection- valve ; X;, exhaust-steam pipe to condenser ; 
2, condensing system, containing air-pump and condenser; m, main beam of oak ; n, piston-rod cap; 
o, parallel motion; p, feed-pole and rod; q, lever- working fccd-pole; r, door to boiler stoke-hole; 
s, door to top of lx>iler ; t, floor of engine-house. 
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The chief working engineer in the mine for thirty-two 
years has now replaced parts worn out, by new pieces 
of precisely the form of the original. 

The boiler is of wrought iron, cylindrical, with in- 
ternal tube and fire-place ; the plates have been renewed 
'more than once. Steam is worked at 25 lbs. to the 
inch above the atmosphere. All the regulating or 
gear levers are within reach of the engineman without 
his moving from his seat. It has a Boulton and Watt 
air-pump and condenser. The parallel motion diflfers 
from Watfs patent, and is known as the spider parallel 
motion. A four-way cock is the only valve used, except 
the steam shut-off cock from the boiler, and the injec- 
tion and feed cocks. Its present work is to lift three 
tons and a half, including the kibbal and chain, when 
starting from a depth of 1584 feet. 

The adjoining mines of Dolcoath and Stray Park 
made similar use of Trevithick's high-pressure steam 
whim-engines, erected about the same time, and each of 
them on a different plan, two or three of which remained 
at work forty or fifty years. 

** Mr. John Vivian, of St. Ives Consols Mine, when a little 
boy, in 1801 or 1802, carried the pay-money to his uncle, 
Captain Andrew Vivian, for men working Trevithick s new 
high-pressure whim-engine in Stray Park Mine. Crowds of 
people came to see it." 

"Henry Vivian worked the first Trevithick high-pressure 
puffer whim-engine in Stray Park Mine. It worked with a 
four-way cock, and puffed the waste steam into the air ; it was 
a wonder at that time." 

" Captain Joseph Vivian, of Reskadinnick, near Camborne, 
about 1800 or 1801 saw Trevithick's first puffer whim- 
engine in Stray Park Mine. The cylinder was in the boiler, 
and the piston-rod worked horizontally. Trevithick put up 
another whim-engine in the same mine, working with high- 
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pressure steam, and with the Boulton and Watt air-pump ; it 
had a wooden beam. As a boy, he watched the engine with 
the beam, and the one without a beam, to understand why they 
were different. In a year or two several were erected. People 
who were for Boulton and Watt were against Trevithick. A 
Boulton and Watt whim was, a year or two after, put up in. 
Dolcoath to beat Trevithick's puflFer-whim. The report was in 
favour of Boulton and Watt. I worked in Dolcoath at that 
time. Everybody said the agents were told beforehand which 
way the trial ought to go. Captain Glanville put up the 
Boulton and Watt low-pressure whim. Captain Trevithick's 
high-pressure puflfer had a horizontal cylinder fixed in the boiler, 
and the steam puflfed up the chimney." 

" Henry Clark, of Redruth, was a boy in Dolcoath smiths* 
shop in the valley, in 1799 or 1800, just after she went to work 
again. Captain Trevithick was the head engineer; but the 
adventurers grumbled because he did not give all his time to 
the mine. Drawings came down from London for the new 
high-pressure puffer-whim for the valley ; Henry Vivian put 
her up ; but Benjamin Glanville, the mine carpenter, was made 
head man over the engines, because Captain Trevithick was 
away so much. The mine managers tried the new vsdley-puffer 
against a Boulton and Watt engine. When Captain Trevithick 
heard it, he sent a letter that he would bet Glanville fifty 
pounds that his puffer should beat Boulton and Watt. Trevi- 
thick came down from London, aiid tried the puffer, and . said 
to his brother-in-law (Captain Henry Vivian), * Why, how have 
you got the piston half an inch smaller than the cylinder ?' A 
new brass piston was put in, and she beat Boulton and Watt all 
to nothing. I was landing the kibbals for the puffer, because 
we tried Captain Trevithick's new kibbal and pincers made in 
our shop ; we unloaded the kibbals, and sent them down again, 
almost without stopping the engine. The adventurers fixed 
upon a trial for three or four days ; coals were weighed to each 
engine, and persons appointed to take account of the kibbals 
raised and coals burnt Captain Trevithick's engine did the 
best ; and, after the trial, a little pit was found with coal buried 
in it, that Glanville meant to use in the Boulton and Watt 
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engine. Trevithick's puffer had a cast-iron cylindrical boiler, 
about 6 feet in diameter, and 10 or 12 feet long, with cast- 
iron ends ; a wrought-iron tube passed through the boiler, with 
a fire-place in one end of it, and a wrought-iron chimney at the 
other. The cylinder waiS let into the boiler, and the st^am 
puffed off by the side. The trial was about 1804 or 1805, when 
several of Trevithick's whims, some of which condensed, were 
worting in the adjoining mines." 

"James Eichards, of Camborne, landed kibbals in 1832, with 
Trevithick's old whim-engine now in Camborne Vean Mine, but 
then in Stray Park ; she is unaltered, except that the four-way 
cock is removed to make room for lifting valves. Henry 
Yivian was the first man to work her ; she used to be called the 
first steam-whim in Cornwall." 

" William Eustace, for twenty years foreman smith in Cam- 
borne Vean Mine (1869), knew the old Trevithick whim when 
John West, the engineer, put in valves in place of Trevithick's 
four-way cock. The cock-pipe was stopped up with lead, and 
remained on the cylinder for many years, to make sure that 
the new valves were an improvement, before removing the cock : 
has often heard the old men talk of this beam condensing engine, 
and the machine whim with the fly-wheel up in the roof, with 
the piston-rod working in guides, and no beam, as the two first 
steam-whims ever put up. They then worked in Stray Park 
Mine." 

" Captain Nicholas Vivian, late of Camborne, was in 1809 
appointed manager to re-work Wheal Abraham Mine, which 
had been idle for some years. 

" The old miners spoke of Captain Trevithick's puffer-engine 
with the cylinder in the boiler, which had. worked in the mine 
just before she stopped. 

*' Trevithick demanded payment, which the adventurers re- 
fused until a longer trial of the engine, or because the mine was 
going to stop ; he therefore took some men . into the mine at 
nightfall, and by the morning the engine had disappeared. 

** Captain N. Vivian's first act as manager was to purchase 
for the mine a second-hand Trevithick high-pressure steam 
puffer-whim." 

VOL. I. H 
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*' The late Captain Samuel Grose said : — * In 1805 I saw at 
the Weith Mine a portable engine made by Captain Trevithick, 
called a puflFer ; the cylinder was fixed in the boiler, the steam 
pressure was 30 lbs. on the square inch above the atmosphere. 
A wood shed sheltered the engine. Their cheapness made them 
to be much used.' " 

In these four or five years we have accounts of four 
or five distinct kinds of steam-whims — ^high-pressure 
condensing engines, with and without beam, having 
either one or two cylinders, w^orking vertically or hori- 
zontally, either as high-pressure puffers or as con- 
densers. 

Those various forms were to meet special require- 
ments. Thus an established engine-house with conve- 
nient condensing water, had a fixed condensing engine ; 
a temporary shaft had a portable puffer-engine. 

Trevithick 's aim in all his inventions was to utilize 
as much as possible the power of steam ; so that not 
only was the steam-engine made to assume various new 
forms, but many appliances connected with it received 
his careful attention, and still bear witness to his in- 
ventive genius. 

Up to about 1800, mineral had been raised by horse- 
whims from the Cornish mines in buckets, barrels, or 
kibbals, made of wood, and bound with iron. The 
watchful care of the driver helped to lessen the break- 
age, or wear and tear, from the kibbals rubbing on 
the rough sides of the underlie shafts. The greater 
speed and power of the steam-whims increased the 
breakage, and led Trevithick to introduce the use 
of wrought-iron kibbals, shaped like an egg, with 
flattened top and bottom. These improved kibbals 
worked with less friction and wear and tear than the 
wood kibbal. The method of emptying it was also 
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much improved. The old bucket was turned over by 
manual labour, and the mineral shovelled into the 
barrow or tram-waggon \ the new plan caused the 
saving of this labour, by discharging the mineral into 
the waggon. 

"Henry Clarke was striker in the Valley smiths' shop in 
Dolcoath Mine in 1799 or 1800, and helped to make the first 
pincers and work for landing Captain Trevithick's new plan 
of iron kibbals, just then coming into use. William Branch, of 
Gwinear, was the smith. 

** Captain Trevithick was standing by, telling Branch the 
shape to make them. The first pincers had a spring to throw 
them open ; after a few trials the spring was taken out, not 
being necessary. The pincers was exactly the same shape as 
those now used (1869), and so are the iron kibbals, only they 
may be a bit bigger." 

" Captain Joseph Vivian recollects Budge's spiral barrel, put 
aside by Captain Trevithick in his first steam- whims, because 
the power of his engine did not require them. 

** The weight of the whim-chain, reaching to the bottom of the 
shaft, was too much for the horses, or the horse-whim, to lift. 
Budge's spiral was like a watch-barrel. A stone at the end of 
the chain from the spiral rose or fell in a shaft ; this equalized 
the work for the horses according as the chain and kibbal was 
near the bottom or the top of the shaft." 

"Mr. Tippet^ helped to erect Captain Trevithick's pufifer 
winding engine in Tin Croft Mine. The new iron kibbals were 
two or three times as large as the old ones for the horse-whim. 
The poppet-heads were raised, that the kibbal might go higher. 
The landing man said, * I wonder who is going to land them 
big kibbals; I sha'nt land them.' Captain Trevithick said, 
* Can't you wait a bit?' When it was all complete the kibbal 
didn't want any landing. It turned upside down, and the stuff 
went into the waggon without any landing or shovelling. The 
engine worked with very high-pressure steam. Saunders, who 

^ Mr. Tippet had been employed in Cornish mines, and was known to the 
writer in 1840. 

u 2 
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was Captain Dick's head boiler-maker, brought a little pluDger- 
pole pump for the feed-water ; it worked by an eccentric on the 
fly-wheel shaft." 

The new plan was to carry the loaded kibbal a certain 
distance above the waggon ; a chain from one side and 
pincers were attached to a hook in the kibbal bottom ; 
the loaded kibbal was then lowered the required dis- 
tance ; the fixed chain drawing the kibbal off the line 
of the shaft, and over the waggon, and at the same 
time hanging it bottom upwards, turned its contents 
into the waggon : a pull on a catch freed the pincers, 
and the kibbal dropped over the line of the shaft ready 
for descending. This method, introduced in 1800, is 
still in use, though square boxes of iron on wheels, 
sliding in guide-rods in the shaft, are now preferred. 
The eccentric working the feed-pole is the earliest 
record the writer has met with of its use. 

The foregoing, especially if taken in conjunction with 
the various applications of Trevithick's high-pressure 
steam-engines in Wales and elsewhere, fully establish 
their rapid extension during the first five or six years 
of the present century : two of them remaining fit for 
use, after nearly seventy years, proves the original skill 
of their designer and constructor. 

The best test of the relative value of the low-pressure 
steam vacuum, and high-pressure steam whim engines 
by the rival engineers, is in a comparison of their 
performance and durability.^ 

Boulton, writing to Watt, describes one used tempo- 
rarily for such a purpose at the Consolidated Mines, 
in 1784: — "There was a full attendance: Jethro 



* See Trevi thick's letter, 5th January, 1804, chap. xx. 
„ „ 5th July, 1804, chap. xx. 

„ „ 2ud January, 1805, chap. xx. 
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looked impudent, but mortified, to see the new little 
engine drawing kibbals from the two pits exceedingly 
well, and very manageable ; and afterwards it worked 
six steam-stamps, each 2i = 14 cwt. lifted twice at each 
revolution, or four times for every stroke of the engine. 
I suppose there were a thousand people present to see 
the engine work." ^ 

This happened at Wheal Maid, in Q-wennap, when 
Trevithick was thirteen years old. 

Jethro was one of the Homblowers, clever, prac- 
tical engineers in Cornwall, before Watt brought his 
engine there, aud strongly opposed to the new comer 
and his plans. 

Trevithick's whim in Cook*s Kitchen, of arbout 1800, 
was still at work in 1870, and lifting 70 cwt. The 
power of the Watt whim is not mentioned ; but when 
used as a stamping engine it gave motion to but six 
stamp-heads, each 2^ cwt. 

Such a contrivance as Watt's could not continue to 
work long in a Cornish whim-engine, requiring most 
exact control, and frequent sudden stoppage and re- 
versing, for which the sun -and -planet tooth- wheels 
were not suitable. Its failing to work well, and banish- 
ment to Wales during Trevithick's boyhood, accounts 
for his never having heard of it until forty or fifty 
years after the date of its erection, though he competed 
with it in Dolcoath in 1806, without knowing its travels 
or history under its improved face with a crank instead 
of its original sun -and -planet wheels, shortly after 
which it finally disappeared.^ 

A steam-engine with a crank had never been seen 
in Cornwall when he made his first locomotive models 



' Letter from Boulton, 1784. Smiles' * Lives of Boulton and Watt,' p 331. 
* See Trevithick's letter, 18th February, 1806, chap. xx. 
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and recommended the use of a steam-whim with a 
crank. 

Such was Trevithick's share in making steam useful 
for raising mineral from mines, and in adapting the 
kibbals and detail apparatus, suitable for the increased 
power and speed of the high-pressure steam-engine. 



Ck)OK'8 KiTousH MiXB AKD Steam-whim. [W. J. Welch.] 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OAlfBOBNE COMMON ROAD LOCOMOTIVE. 

The late Mrs. Trevithick frequently spoke of models of 
her husband's early engines, the first of which worked 
at her house in Camborne, about the year 1796 or 1797. 
It was made by Mr. William West, and was to have 
been shown in the lawsuits betweeti Boulton and Watt 
and the Cornish engineers. 

Lord and Lady Dedunstanville, the large landed 
proprietors in the mining district — embracing Dolcoath, 
Cook's Kitchen, Stray Park, and many more of the 
early Cornish mines — and Mr. Davies Gilbert, a friend 
of Trevithick's, came to her house to see the model work. 

A boiler, something like a strong iron kettle, was 
placed on the fire; Davies Gilbert was stoker, and 
blew the bellows; Lady Dedunstanville was engine- 
man, and turned the cock for the admission of steam to 
the first high-pressure steam-engine. The model was 
made of bright brass. 

Shortly afterwards another model was made, which 
ran round the table, or the room. The boiler and the 
engine of this second model were in one piece ; hot 
water was poured into the boiler, and a red-hot iron 
put into an interior tube, just like the hot iron in tea- 
urns. 

In a third model the boiler was heated by a spirit- 
lamp. This one was taken to London by a gentleman 
who came down for the purpose of seeing it work. 
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A model of Trevithick's, now in the Kensington Mu- 
seum, spoken of by Mr. Radford^ as having come from 
the engine-works of Messrs. Whitehead and Co., Soho 
Iron Works, Manchester, is probably one of those spoken 
of by Mrs. Trevithick as having been made prior to 
1800. It is a perfect specimen of a high-pressure steam- 
engine, with cylindrical boiler, adapted to locomotive 
purposes. It served as a guide to Messrs. Whitehead and 
Co., who manufactured engines for Trevithick in 1804. 

The drawing (Plate III.) and description of this 
working model shadow forth the usefulness of the high- 
pressure steam-engine of the present day in many of 
its leading features; the non-necessity for condensing 
water, the cylindrical boiler, the simplest form of crank, 
the absence of mason-work for the engine or boiler- 
flues, and its portability and power of locomotion, so 
nearly met all the requirements, as to entitle it to the 
designation, " the first high-pressure locomotive." P is 
the iron-heater (used in the model to avoid smoke); 
5, the safety-valve, kept down by a simple spring; 
tj screw-plug for supplying water ; 6, steam-cylinder 
let into boiler, with shell for the four- way cock, and 
pipe for conveying steam to the top and bottom of 
cylinder cast with it ; o, a four-way steam-cock, worked 
by a rod from the cross-head ; c, the cross-head ; /, the 
two side rods; g^ the crank-pins attached to the two 
driving wheels ; z, the steering wheel, fixed by a screw 
for running in curved or straight lines ; e, piston-rod ; 
(i, guides for the piston-rod cross-head ; A, two driving 
wheels ; y, two legs, by screwing out the lower part of 
which the driving wheels are lifted off the ground, 
making a stationary engine; ^, fly-wheel; m, pinion 

^ Letter from Mr. Joseph Radford, in 1850, sUitcs that it had been in his 
family since 1810. 
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and gear wheel, connecting the fly-wheel with the 
driving wheel ; n, plug-rod attached to cross-head for 
moving the four-way cock ; r, stay for the guide-rods ; 
Uy driving axle; v, waste-steam pipe; a, the cylindrical 
boiler, made of copper ; B, the boiler-tube. 

Trevithick, after two years spent in numerous work- 
ing experiments, under very trying circumstances — 
from the want of sufficient money, from the greatly de- 
pressed state of the mining interests in Cornwall, and 
from the disputes and lawsuits which had led mine 
adventurers and mine engineers to mistrust one another 
— had satisfied himself that a steam-engine would work 
without an air-pump or condensing water ; that neither 
beam nor parallel motion, nor foundations of masonry, 
were absolutely necessary ; and that the boiler, for con- 
veniently supplying high-pressure steam, need not be 
one quarter of the weight, or cost, of the low-pressure 
boilers then in use, for producing an equal amount 
of power. He had conveyed an engine from mine 
to mine in a common cart, at a cost of 10s. 6rf., and 
even this expense might have been saved by placing 
the engine on wheels, and driving them around by the 
force of the steam. The first commercial application of 
high-pressure steam was in the portable steam-whims, 
and then in the steam-carriage. 

An old account-book of Trevif hick's, dated 1800, 
gives the detail items in the manufacture of the first 
steam-carriage. William West for two or three years 
received pay for constructing models. Other mechanics 
worked in different mines repairing or improving 
boilers working the new high-pressure engines; and 
when they could be spared from the mines, were em- 
ployed on the new steam-carriage, then being put 
together in a smiths' shop in Camborne, having 
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in it one small hand -lathe, and one or two smiths' 
fires. 

£ 8. d. 
" Nov. 1800. — To Richard Jeffry, about the fire-carriage, 

to end of November 10 14 6 

To boiler-plates for steam - carriage, 

4 cwt. 1 qr. at 38s 7 16 6 

To send William West to the Dale for 

plates. 
To James Oats, about little boiler. 
To James Saunders, about little engine . . 3 13 6 
1801. — To Sam. Hambly, for steam- carriage .. 12 6 
To Francis May, for sundries, do. . . 4 5 
To little Hocking, do., do. ..300 

To Arthur Woolf, for steam-gauge and 

barometer from the Dale 4 7 

To Sam. Rowe and Wm. Branch, assisting 

Wm. Jcfifry and Sam. Hambly about 

the carriage. 

To Wm. West 35 10 7 

To Lemon, shoemaker, for a bellows for 

carriage 17 

John Hocking, for brasswork . . . . 1 H 7 

Files, drink, and oil 7 6 

Coals from my house 15 " 

In 1801 William West was "at Hayle, about the 
little boiler/* " altering it with wroiight-iron plates \' 
and in the same year " Richard Trevithick was in 
London about the patent, and in Merthyr Tydfil and 
Coalbrookdale." The accounts do not enable us to 
trace the time occupied in building the first steam-car- 
riage, or the necessary alterations during its construction. 
It was in progress in 1800; and on Christmas-eve, 
1801, conveyed the first load of passengers ever moved 
by the force of steam. 

The start was from Tyack's smiths' shop, w^here the 
smaller parts had been made.^ East and west ran the 
great main coach-road to London, on which the Cornish 
coach, at that time a van or covered waggon, conveyed 
the few who travelled on wheels. Northwards, towards 

* The granite remains of the traditional gmnite steam-boiler at the 
Wcith was within a short distance of Tyack's smiths' shop. 
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the great house of Lord Dedunstanville, at Tehidy, the 
road was more hilly. The south road was a rude 
country lane, in the worst possible order, with a sharp 
curve at the commencement, and steeper gradients than 
either of the other roads. 

As an indication of the greater difficulty of con- 
structing an engine at that time in Cornwall, thirty 
years later, when the writer worked in Harvey's engine- 
factory at Hayle, in the building in which William 
West had constructed parts of the Camborne locomotive, 
there were but a few small hand-lathes fixed on wooden 
benches, a few drilling machines, and but one chuck- 
lathe. Arthur Woolf was the engineer, and the writer 
his pupil, and served under the shop foreman, Jeffry, 
whose father had worked on the Camborne locomotive, 
and on the Jeffrie and Gribble engine at Dolcoath. 

The following statement was given by old Stephen 
Williams:^ — 

" I knew Captain Dick Trevithick very well ; he and I were 
born in the same year. I was a cooper by trade, and when 
Captain Dick was making his first steam-carriage I used to go 
every day into John Tyack's blacksmiths' shop at the Weith, 
close by here, where they put her together, 

"The castings were made down at Hayle, in Mr. Harvey's 
foundry. There was a deal of trouble in getting all the things 
to fit together. Most of the smiths' work was made in Tyack's 
shop. 

" In the year 1801, upon Christmas-eve, coming on evening, 
Captain Dick got up steam, out in the high-road, just outside 
the shop at the Weith. When we see'd that Captain Dick was 
agoing to turn on steam, we jumped up as many as could ; may 
be seven or eight of us. 'Twas a stiffish hill going from the 
Weith up to Camborne Beacon, but she went off like a little 
bird. 

* Residing at Camborne in ]858. 
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" When she had gone about a quarter of a mile, there was a 
roughish piece of road covered with loose stones ; she didn't go 
quite so fast, and as it was a flood of rain, and we were very 
squeezed together, I jumped off. She was going faster than I 
could walk, and went on up the hill about a quarter or half a 
mile farther, when they turned her and came back again to the 
shop. Captain Dick tried her again the next day ; I was not 
there, but heard say that some of the castings broke. Recollect 
seeing pieces of the engine in the ditch years afterwards, and 
suppose she ran against the hedge." 

In the same year Mr. Newton ^ informed the writer 

"that he knew Mr. Trevithick well, and was to have been 
his pupil in engineering. He rode on the engine the first 
evening it was tried. It went half a mile up a steep hill, and 
then returned to the workshop [we stood on the very ground 
while Mr. Newton told his story]. The fire was blown by a 
double-acting bellows, worked by the engine. Was well ac- 
quainted with Murdoch, and his friends in Cornwall, but never 
heard he had made a locomotive, or that Trevithick had been 
his pupil. The engine was called Captain Dick's puffer, from 
the steam and smoke puffing out of the chimney at each stroke 
of the engine." 

" Captain Nicholas Vivian saw the Camborne steam-carriage, 
and was familiar with the stories of the early trials, as his 
friends and relatives were interested in it It ran part of the 
way up the Beacon hill when first tried. Something went 
wrong, and it was taken back to Tyack's smiths' shop ; it worked 
again after that, but he did not know what was then done 
with it." 

The stiffness of the incline on the Beacon hill pre- 
vented horse-vehicles from ascending at more than 
walking speed. In the present day it is straightened, 
but the old boundary-marks are still to be seen of a 
sharp curve at the commencement of the journey. 

* Kcsidirig at Camborne iii 1858. 
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This southern road from Camborne was the worst of 
the four that were open to Trevithick's choice for test- 
iug his first locomotive, carrying as many passengers 
as could find standing-room on it — perhaps half a dozen 
or half a score. A piece of newly-made road with loose 
stones, just where the incline increased, and when the 
small boiler had expended its hoarded stock of high- 
pressure steam, heaped an insurmountable barrier 
against the small wheels of the engine, and bafiied the 
engineer for the moment. While the road was being 
smoothed, the steam had increased its elastic force. 
Another progress was made, and the first half-mile had 
been travelled on a steam-horse. 

The incline was still increasing, almost up to the 
steepness of the famous Mont Cenis, of 1 in 15 or 20, 
when the engineer was again beaten, and stuck fast. 
It was Christmas time: rain drenched the ambitious 
innovators, and cooled the steam-boiler, and coming 
darkness added to the gloom. The engine was turned 
about, and safely conveyed the passengers back again, 
down this dreadful circuitous hill, to the starting point 
at Tyack's smiths' shop. 

"Captain Joseph Vivian, of Roskadennick, says: When he 
was a boy about nine years old, he used to go into Tyack's 
smiths' shop at Camborne to see the steam-carriage Captain 
Trevithick was having made there. 

*.* Some of the turning work was done in Captain Andrew 
Vivian's workshop, where there was a small turning lathe. The 
castings came from Harvey's foundry at Hayle. The first day 
the new steam-carriage ran about the streets and up the Beacon 
hill. The next day it went down to Crane, a short mile, that 
Captain Andrew Vivian's family, who lived there, might see it. 
Old Mrs. Paul cried out, * Good gracious, Mr. Vivian ! what will 
be done next ? I can't compare un to anything but a walking, 
puflSng devil.' 
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" It then went nearly three miles to Tehidy Park, that Lord 
Dedunstanville might have a ride, but something broke just 
before it reached the house." 

The * Mining Journal/ Oct. 2nd, 1858, has the fol- 
lowing : — 

" With regard to the Cornwall engine, Mr. John Petherick, 
writing to his nephew, Mr. Edward Williams, says : — 

**^ Cardiff, September 11th, 1858. I perfectly remember, 
when a boy, about the year 1800, seeing Trevithick's first loco- 
motive engine, worked by himself, come through the principal 
street of Camborne, in Cornwall (Trevithick's native place). 

"'This experiment was satisfactory only as long as the steam 
pressure could be kept up ; and during that continuance 
Trevithick called upon the people to "jump up," so as to create 
a load on the engine, and it soon became covered with men, who 
did not seem to make any difierence to the power of speed, as 
long as the steam was kept up. This was sought to be done 
by the application of a cylindrical horizontal bellows^ worked 
by the engine itself, instead of a stack ; but the attempt to keep 
up the power of the steam for any considerable time proved a 
failure. There were other experiments made which I heard of, 
but did not witness ; but the same objection prevailing, baused 
the attempt to be laid aside for that time. This was the first 
public exhibition of the invention.' " 

*' Henry Clark * says he was working in the Valley smiths' 
shop in Dolcoath, when Captain Dick's locomotive ran. It 
carried ten or twelve persons from Mr. Harris's gate to Knap's 
Hotel, about a quarter of a mile, and up hilL 

** I worked many years for Captain Dick : he was a nice man. 
We went to his house in Camborne singing carols; Captain Dick 
touched his lady with his elbow ; she was taking something out 
of her purse, when Captain Dick said, ^ Let me see ! ' and he 



* The drawing of the Camborne 
locomotive, made from recollections of 
the various old men, who, when boys, 
had seen it, shows an ordinary smith's 
hollows of the present day. The 



writer had not then seen the state- 
ment of his friend Mr. Petherick, who 
is probably correct in stating that the 
bellows was cylindrical. 
* Living at Redruth, 1869. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



CAMBORNE COMMON ROAD LOCOMOTIVE. HI 

turned the purse upside down in my hand, and a pretty lot of 
silver we had." 

'* Henry Vivian,' a nephew of Captain Andrew Vivian, 
recollects his father (Johnson Vivian) giving a lecture on the 
early locomotive in Camborne, and reading a letter he had 
received from Captain Andrew Vivian describing the trials in 
tlie London streets, sometimes going too fast, sometimes not 
fast enough. 

" The omnibus and cab drivers used to throw cabbage stumps, 
rotten onions, or eggs at them. 

" When describing the earlier experiments in Camborne, his 
father said it was put together in a smiths' shop at Wheal Gerry, 
near lioskear Mine. He worked about it. 

**They started to go to Tehidy House where Lord De- 
dunstanville lived, about two or three miles oflF. Captain Dick 
Trevithick took charge of the engine, and Captain Andrew was 
steering. They were going very well around the wall of 
Bosewarne ; when they came to the gully (a kind of open water- 
course across the road) the steering handle was jerked out of 
Captain Andrew's hand, and over she turned." 

These several recollections from eye-witnesses, so 
long after the event, establish the broad facts, though 
details may be more or less wanting, showing two dis- 
tinct experiments: the one up Beacon Hill, the other 
in the opposite direction, to Tehidy Park. Probably 
there were several trials, and some repairs and im- 
provements during several weeks or even months. 

The blast-pipe gave its puffs of steam and smoke from 
the chimney. The double-action bellows, for ensuring 
a good fire in case the steam-blast did not answer, was 
never used after this first experiment. 

Trevithick and Vivian became partners over their 
Christmas dinner of 1801, and then started for London 
to secure a patent. 

* Working for Messrs. Harvey and Co., 1869. 
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" London, No. 1, Southampton Stbeet, Strand, 
" Mr. Giddy, ** i^th Jan., I802. 

" Sir, — ^No doubt ere this you have been in expectation 
of hearing from us ; but so much time was taken up at Bristol 
and its environs, in contracting for engines, that we did not 
arrive here until last Wednesday night. 

" We waited on Mr. Sandys, who informed us that the caveat 
had been secured, and advised us to get the best information 
we could of persons who were well acquainted with patents and 
machines, of what title to give the machine, and what was the 
intended use of it. The next day waited on Mr. Davy with 
your kind letter, who with the greatest cheerfulness immediately 
waited on Count Bumford, to whom we had a letter of intro- 
duction from Mr. D. to wait on the Count on Friday morning. 
We found him a very pleasant man, and very conversant about 
fire-places, and the action of steam for heating rooms, boiling 
water, dressing meat, &c. ; but did not appear to have studied 
much the action of steam oh pistons, &c. The Count has given 
us a rough draft of a fire-place, which he thinks is best adapted 
for our carriage, and Trevithick is now making a complete 
drawing of it. 

" We are to wait on the Count when the drawing is com- 
pleted, and he has promised to give us all the assistance in his 
power. 

" Mr. Davy says that a Mr. Nicholson, he thinks, will be a 
proper person to assist us in taking out the patent, and we are 
to be introduced to him to-morrow, and then shall immediately 
proceed with the business. We shall not specify without your 
assistance, and all our friends say that if we meet with any 
difficulty nothing will be so necessary as your presence. 

"When we delivered Lord Dedunstanville's letter to Mr. 
Graham, he said he would give us every assistance in his power 
gratis, if wanted. 

" Mr. Pascoe Grenfell says he can find a way to the Attorney- 
General, if wanted. 

" It is strongly recommended to us to get a carriage made 
here and to exhibit it, which we also believe must be done. 

" Trevithick called on Mr. Clayfield at Bristol, and is to call 
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again on his return from Coalbrookdale to go in the mine. 
Both Mr. Clayfields beg their most respectful compliments to 
you. Mr. Davy begins his lectures at the Eoyal Institution on 
Thursday next, and has given us tickets of admittance. 

"We remain in good health and spirits. Sir, 

** Your most obliged, humble servants, 

" R, Trevithick, 
"A.Vivian." 

On January, 1802, the two partners were busy in 
London with the intricacies of the patent-laws. The 
legal men asked, What is the title of the machine? 
and what its intended use ? But these apparently simple 
questions were not easily answered. 

The conamon road locomotive had been worked. 
The tramroad and railroad engines were being de- 
signed: neither of those, or both combined, would 
serve as a title describing fully the object^s of the 
patent. 

On their way from Cornwall to London they had 
contracted to erect their patent high-pressure engine 
for pumping and winding purposes on Mr. Clayfield's 
colliery. 

The drawing to accompany the patent showed three 
distinct kinds of engines for diflFerent uses. How could 
Trevithick define a use which was to be general and 
universal ? 

However, Sir Humphry Davy, Mr. Davies Gilbert, 
and Count Kumford, all well known for their scientific 
knowledge (and as active members of the Royal Society, 
the two former having been Presidents), came to his 
assistance and helped with their advice. 

Count Rumford was not quite up to the idea of the 
new steam-engine, to be worked solely by the pressure 

VOL. I. I 
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of steam on the piston ; still he gave his opinion of 
a proper fire-place for the boiler of the steam-carriage. 
Vivian returned to Camborne, and wrote : — 

" Dear Friend, " Cambornb, Tuesday, Fd)rucury 23rrf, 1802. 

^^ I arrived here last evening safe and sound, and missiDg 
my wife, was soon informed she was at yoiur house, where I 
immediately repaired. Your wife and little Nancy are very 
well, but Richard is not quite well, having had a complaint 
which many children in the neighbourhood have been afflicted 
with ; they are a little feverish when attacked, but it has soon 
worn off, as I expect your little son's will also ; he is much better 
this morning, and talked to me very cheerfully. 

" Mrs. Trevithick is in pretty good spirits, and requested I 
would not say a word to you of Richard's illness, as she expected 
it would be soon over ; but as I know you are not a woman, have 
given you an exact state of the facts. All my family, thank 
God, I found in perfect health, and all beg their kind remem- 
brances to you, as does everyone that I have met in the village. 

" ' How do you do ? ' * How is Captain Dick ? ' with a shake 
by the hand, have been all this morning employed. 

" In a day or two you shall have all the particulars of mines, 
&c. Suffice for the time to say that N. B. Downs is as good as 
ever. Sold 83 tons, 4th inst., chiefly halvans, at 9?. 18«. per ton, 
and have not, as we supposed, postponed the sampling one 
month, but have sampled again 124 tons. 

" In the Falmouth paper are the following lines : — 

^^^In addition to the many attempts that have been made to 
construct carriages to run without horses, a method has been 
lately tried at Camborne, in this county, that seems to promise 
success. 

^^ ' A carriage has been constructed containing a small steam- 
engine, the force of which was found sufficient, upon trial, to 
impel the carriage, containing several persons, amounting at 
least to a ton and a half weight, against a hill of considerable 
steepness, at the rate of four miles an hour ; upon a level road 
it ran at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour. We have 
our information from an intelligent and respectable man who 
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was in the carriage at the time, and who entertains a strong 
persuasion of the success of the project. The proprietors are 
now in London soliciting a patent to secure the property.' 

*' The same paper also mentions the increasive population of 
the parish of Camborne, inz. in one week nine women upraised, 
five pair of banns published on Sunday, and five more delivered 
to the clerk the Saturday following, eight children christened, 
and five weddings, a rare week's work, which have produced a 
few lines in verse, which I perused this morning ; it describes 
the parson reprimanding the clerk, sexton, and organist for 
getting drunk, and himself at the same time reeling against 
the altar*piece at the Communion table and breaking one of 
the commandments. 

"Pray, let me hear from you on the receipt of this. When 
you go on with the York Water Company be sure to remember 
in the agreement that the new engine is not to do more work 
ihan the old one wilesa paid in proportion, otherwise they may 
increase their number of tenants, and keep our engine con- 
stantly at work. 

*' With most respectful compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Stamp, 
Mary, and the little ones, 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours most sincerely, 

"Andrew Vivian. 

"Mrs. T. (your beloved wife) begs her love, and expects to 
hear from you often. 

" Mr. Richard Tbevithick, Steam Engineer, 
** 1, Southampton Street, Strand, London ^ 

Trevithick returned to Cornwall, to go on with his 
experiments, and Vivian took his place in London 
about the patent : — 

" Southampton Street, 
" Mr. Trevithick, « Tuesday, 23rd March, 1802. 

** Dear Friend, — Yours of yesterday came to my hand 
this moment, and Mrs. T. may rely on rae to do the needful 
in procuring the balsam. 

I 2 
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" I arrived in town yesterday about three o'clock. I boxed 
Harry (that is, I went without dinner) that no time might be 
lost. This I should not have done, you may easily suppose, had 
the whole of the business been my own ; but here you are con- 
cerned, which puts all inconveniences to myself out of the 
question. Of course I immediately repaired to Crane Court, 
where I was informed that the patent was to be sealed on 
Wednesday (to-morrow) ; and that they did not know whether 
the specification must be lodged on to-day, or a month from the 
sealing. They recommended me to Mr. Davy, at the Rolls 
Chapel OflBce, for information, where I immediately repaired, 
but could not find the gentleman. From there I shaped my 
course to Soho Square, and spent two or three hours with 
Mr. Nicholson ; had the necessary alterations made in the rough 
copy of the specification. 

*' At the Fantasmagoria Mary and Sarah Stamp and I got 
about eight o'clock, and returned about ten, well pleased. To- 
day I have been again at Crane Court, to the Rolls Chapel 
Ofiice, and to the Patent Office at the Adelphi, and have got 
the whole business in a proper train. 

" Mr. Horton promised me to get the specification engrossed 
inimediately. Mr. H. soon followed me to the Rolls Chapel 
OflSce, to request Mr. Davy to engross it, as he knew more of 
the business. I spent some time with the little gentleman, and 
have confirmed my opinion of him, that he is a very clever little 
fellow. He will do all in his power to get me out of town 
on Thursday evening; if so, you will see me on Saturday 
evening. 

"Mr. Davy by some means had heard of me, and says his 
sisters and self are well acquainted with Mrs. May, before and 
since she was married; and liad I time we certainly should 
make a round party to some kind of diversion, but time will not 
permit me the pleasure. To-morrow having no business of the 
patent until eight in the evening, when I must call at the 
Patent OflBce for the great knob of wax ; and the former part 
of the day will be to see Woolf, Watson, &c. 

" Mr.* and Mrs. Stamp beg their compliments, also Mary, 
Sarah, and William ; and must beg the favour of your best 
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speeches to be employed in my kind remembrance to Mrs. 
Trevithick, Mrs. Harvey, and all that may happen to be at 
your house of your good family, and remain, dear friend, yours 
very sincerely, 

** Andrew Vivian." 

Da vies Gilbert completes this history of the first 
locomotive by his recollections. 

" My dear Sir, " Eastboubnb, AprU 2^t\ 1839. 

"The travelling engine took its departure from Cam- 
borne Church Town for Tehidy on the 28th of December, 
1801, where I was waiting to receive it. The carriage, how- 
ever, broke down, after travelling very well, and up an ascent, 
in all about three or four hundred yards. 

•* The carriage was forced under some shelter, and the parties 
adjourned to the hotel, and comforted their hearts with a roast 
goose, and proper drinks, when, forgetful of the engine, its 
water boiled away, the iron became red hot, and nothing that 
was combustible remained, either of the engme or the house. 

" It must have been, I presume, in the preceding summer 
(that is, of 1801) that Trevithick and myself tried an experi- 
ment, on a one-horse chaise, as to the hold of the wheels on the 
ground for moving it up an ascent. 

" We placed the cjtrriage in the middle of one of the roads 
leading to Camborne Church Town, and we discovered that 
none of the declivities were sufficient to make the wheels slide 
in any perceptible degree, as we forced the carriage forward by 
turning the wheels. 

*^ The success of the experiment induced Trevithick, in con- 
cert with Andrew Vivian, either to procure a patent, or to take 
measures about it. 

** After this I have not any distinct recollection of any 
particular fact, till, being in Oxford with my father and 
sisters in the winter and spring of 1804, I was earnestly 
entreated by Trevithick and by Mr. Samuel Homfray, a great 
ironmaster at Merthyr Tydfil, to come there and assist them 
in some experiment. I accordingly left Oxford, and reached 
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Merthyr Tydfil on the 12th of March, and on the 24th the 
engine which Trevithick had constructed for going on the rail- 
way, travelled from Pen-y-darren, Mr. Homfray's, to a works 
called Plymouth, and back again ; but all the weight was accu- 
mulated on the same four wheels, with the engine, for none of us 
once imagined, if the weight was divided, that the wheels of the 
engine-carriage could possibly hold. In consequence of this 
great pressure, a large number of rails broke; and on the 
whole the experiment was considered a failure. 

" Within a year or two of this time, Trevithick thought of the 
iron tanks to be riveted to the timbers of a vessel. 

^^He took out a patent, and associated himself with some 
adventurer, who became a bankrupt, and deprived Trevithick 
of all the advantages to be derived from this excellent 
adaptation. 

"Davies Gilbert. 

"J. S. ENTSjEaq.** 

Trevithick had spoken to Da vies Grilbert in 1796^ 
on the possibility of making an engine to work by the 
force of steam ; and having made models with wheels 
a^ain requested his friend to come to Camborne, and 
go with him in a one-horse chaise " to test the hold of 
its wheels on the ground for moving the carriage up 
an ascent." 

This was the same post-chaise that we shall find 
was specially kept for Watt's use when in the neigh- 
bourhood of Redruth some sixteen years before, on his 
first residence in Cornwall. Mrs. Trevithick has spoken 
of drives with her husband in this much-envied post- 
chaise of three-quarters of a century ago, kept for the 
aristocracy by Mr. Harvey, who lived opposite Newton's 
Hotel, in Camborne. It was the only comfortable car- 
riage to be let on hire, fit for gentlefolk, in the West 



* See letter of Davies Gilbert, chap. iv. 
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of England, to supply the twenty or thirty miles of 
country from Truro to the Land^s End. 

Watt engaged the grand carriage for a week or 
more at a time ; Trevithick and his wife only on special 
holidays ; and probably the use of the drag on the steep 
hills, or other trifling incident, taught Trevithick the 
amount of friction between a drag or a carriage- wheel, 
and the road on which it rested. 

About 1800 Trevithick requested Mr. Davies Gilbert 
to come with him and witness the fact that carriages 
could be propelled by . causing their wheels to turn 
round. The two friends removed the horse from the 
carriage when on a stiff hill, gave their strength to the 
spokes of the wheels, and the carriage progressed. This 
memorable carriage conveyed the two greatest of modern 
engineers while their thoughts were intent on schemes 
of national importance, and gave a proof to one of them 
that if its wheels were forced to turn, the carriage and 
its contents would progress ; and on this hint the build- 
ing was at once commenced of the first Camborne 
common road locomotive to be driven by the force of 
high-pressure steam, which in 1801 was reported in the 
Falmouth paper as " carrying several persons, amount- 
ing to at least a ton and half weight, against a hill of 
considerable steepness, at the rate of four miles an 
hour; and when upon a level road, of eight or nine 
miles an hour." 

Stephen Williams was sure it was Christmas-eve 
when he rode. Davies Gilbert waited at Tehidy for 
the steam-carriage on the 28th December; but it did 
not reach the end of its intended journey of three miles, 
because something broke. The gentlemen adjourned 
to the hotel for dinner and Cornish punch. Meanwhile 
the engine, being neglected, was burnt. 
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Williams heard that the engine ran on the 25th De- 
cember, the day following that on which he had ridden. 
These diflFerent stories refer to one locomotive tried on 
various days, which shortly after its destruction was 
replaced by a new locomotive. 

" Mr. Hugh Hunter* recollects crowds of people going from 
Redruth to Tuckingmill to see Captain Trevithick's puffing devil. 
It worked from Camborne to Tuckingmill and back ; the two 
places are a mile apart. It was a very hilly, bad road, much 
worse than it is now. 'Tis hilly enough now, but 'tis broad and 
straight ; then it was narrow and very crooked. Some of the 
crooked parts of the old road may still be seen. I could not 
leave my work to go to Tuckingmill, but everybody was talking 
about it ; and I thought I should like to work under Captain 
Dick, who was then engineer in Cook's Kitchen, and, after a bit, 
I got in there as carpenter about 1802 or 1803, not long after 
Captain Dick had worked his locomotive ; and I have been in 
the mine ever since, and had to do with many of Captain Dick's 
engines." 

" Mr. Anthony MichelP came to live at Eedruth in November, 
1802, and shortly after, about the spring of 1803, a great many 
persons went to Tuckingmill to see Captain Dick Trevithick's 
puflfer locomotive that was going to run from Camborne to Red- 
ruth, about three or four miles : he was goilig with Mr. Hocking, 
a carpenter; Walter Bray, an innkeeper; and John Cole, a 
carpenter. I could not go. They said, that in going up the 
Tuckingmill hill toward Redruth, the driving wheels slipped 
around and sunk into the road, and they could not get- her on; 
it was a very steep and crooked road. Everybody was talking 
aboi^t it, and they said that Captain Dick and Captain Andrew 
went before the King; and Captain Dick kissed the King's 
hand, but Captain Andrew was not asked. 

**My father, Richard Michell, was one of the old Cornish 
engineers ; he made a model of Boulton and Watt's engine, and 
took it to London for the trial against Bull, and losing that 



* Living at Pool in 1869. » Living at Redruth in 1869. 
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trial broke Bull's heart. There was no post-chaise in Eedmth 
at that time, but there was one in Camborne that used to be 
kept for Watt Watt used to put a piece of his father's roll 
tobacco to dry on the steam-pipe, and then would roll it in his 
hands to make a pinch of snuff. 

" About twelve years ago my brother John made a working 
model of a steam-engine that stood. upon a fourpenny-piece.*' 

Mr. Hugh Hunter related these early incidents as one 
reading from a book. He had for more than sixty 
years worked in Cook's Kitchen Mine, where about 1809 
he replaced the famous water-wheel, which fifty years 
before had, imder the management of Trevithick, sen., 
been spoken of as the largest in the country. Hunter *8 
new wheel was of the same size aj3 the old one. It was 
of wood, 48 feet in diameter, and 3 feet in the breast. 

The locomotive, says Hunter, ran between Camborne 
and Tuckingmill in 1802 or 1803, on the road to 
Redruth, from which place crowds of people went to 
see it, and the talk about it made him solicit employ- 
ment under Trevithick. 

Mr. Michell, who belonged to the Eastern, or Watt 
Mines, spoke distinctly of the trial of the locomotive 
between Camborne and Redruth in the autumn of 1802, 
or spring of 1803, when it stuck fast, because the driving 
wheels slipped round on going up a steep hill. The 
road is still, in its ahered state, pretty stiff; but thirty 
or forty years ago the incline was 1 in 15 or 20. 

He spoke with great glee of his father's going with 
Watt in the Camborne post-chaise, and making snuff 
out of his roll tobacco for the great engineer. 

This second trial in Cornwall was a preparation for 
the greater experiment in the streets of London.^ 

^ The writer is in possession of a small part of one of these locomotives, 
said to have been given by Trevithick to the late Mr. Francis Michell. 
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Stuart thus speaks of the increased power of Trevi- 
thick's engine : — 

" The steam, however, is capable of a temperature considerably 
above that required merely to balance the piston, or 14^ lbs. to 
each square inch ; it would, as used in these engines, generally 
balance four or five times that weight ; and, of course, the piston 
is impelled downwards in the cylinder. When it has made its 
stroke, the cock is turned by the lever or pin attached to the 
working beam, or horizontal arm, into the opposite position. This 
opens a communication between the under side of the piston and 
the boiler, and between the upper side and the chimney," &c.* 

Hebert, speaking of the origin of steam locomotion, 
and of the marked diflference between the Watt and the 
Trevithick engine, says : * — 

" The merit of the first suggestion of steam-carriages has been 
attributed to different individuals, but the probability is, that 
the idea of applying the steam-engine for the purpose of loco- 
motion was coeval with its first invention. Thus Savery, from 
having considered its possibility, and Dr. RobiBon, from having 
suggested it to Watt, have by some been regarded as the 
inventors ; but almost as well might we regard the philosophic 
poet Darwin to have been the inventor, who prophesied : — 

* Soon shall thy arm, unconquered steam, afar, 
Drag the slow barge, and drive the rapid ear / ' 

^^ In a note to a late edition of Dr. Bobison's ^ Mechanical 
Philosophy,' Mr. Watt states : * My attention was first directed 
in the year 1759 to the subject of steam-engines by the late 
Dr. Robison, then a student in the University of Glasgow, and 
nearly of my own age. He at that time threw out the idea of 
applying the power of the steam-engine to the moving of wheel- 
carriages, and to other purposes; but the scheme was soon 
abandoned on his going abroad.' 

"In the patent granted to Mr. Watt in 1784, he gave an 
account of the adaptation of his mechanism to the propulsion of 

* See Stuart, * History of the Stcam-Engine,' p. 165 ; published 1824. 

* See Luke Hebert * On Railways,' p. 1« ; published 1837. 
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land-oamages. The boiler of this apparatus he proposed should 
be made of wooden slaves, joined together, and fastened with 
iron hoops like a cask. The furnace to be of iron, and placed 
in the inside of the boiler, so as to be surrounded on every side 
with water. The boiler was to be placed on a carriage, the 
wheels of which were to receive their motion from a piston 
working in a cylinder, the reciprocating motion being converted 
into a rotary one by toothed wheels, revolving with a sun-and- 
planet motion, and producing the required velocity by a common 
series of wheels and pinions. 

** By means of two systems of wheel-work, diflfering in their 
proportion, he proposed to adapt the power of the machine to 
the varied resistance it might have to overcome from the state 
of the road. A carriage for two persons miffht, he thought, be 
moved with a cylinder of 7 inches in diameter, when the piston 
had a stroke of 1 foot, and make sixty strokes a minute. 
Mr. Watt, however, never built a steam-carriage. 

" It is well known that Mr. Watt retained up to the period of 
his death, the most rooted prejudices against the use of high 
steam ; indeed, he says himself : ' I soon relinquished the idea 
of constructing an engine on this principle, from being sensible 
it would be liable to some of the objections against Savery's 
engine, viz, the danger of bursting the boiler ; and also that a 
great part of the power of the steam would be lost, because no 
vacuum was formed to assist the descent of the piston.' — Watt's 
Narrative. 

*^ The specification of the patent granted to Messrs. Trevithick 
and Yivian is descriptive of a high-pressure engine, the most 
simple and effective ever known, which has thus been character- 
ized by the eloquent Mickleham : — * It exhibits in construction 
the most beautiful simplicity of parts, the most sagacious 
selection of appropriate forms, their most convenient and 
effective arrangement and connection: uniting strength with 
elegance, the necessary solidity with the greatest portability; 
possessing unlimited power, with a wonderful pliancy to ac- 
commodate it to a varying resistance ; it may indeed be called 
The Steam-Engine 1''' 

Stuart, writing fifty years after the date of the 
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Watt patent, clearly defined the difference, in principle 
and in practice, of the rival engineers. Trevithick 
increased the steam pressure from one atmosphere, or 
14ilbs. on the square inch, to 50 or 60 lbs., and by 
it impelled the piston with four times the force of a 
Watt low-pressure steam vacuum engine. Hebert, who 
wrote thirteen years later, still illustrates the marked 
difference in the two men by pointing out that, in 
1784, Watt gave his views of a steam-carriage, and 
Murdoch tried his hand at one. Watt proposed a 
wooden boiler, a cylinder 7 inches in diameter, with 
a stroke of 1 foot, and sun-and-planet wheels. It is 
not said that it was to carry condensing water, but such 
may reasonably be inferred. It was to convey two 
persons, but on further consideration. Watt said: "I 
soon relinquished the idea of constructing an engine on 
this principle (high-pressure steam principle), because 
of the danger of bursting, and also because no vacuum 
was formed to assist the descent of the piston." 

Trevithick's high-pressure engine, which was worked 
oy the force of steam 60 lbs. or more on the square inch, 
wholly discarded the vacuum ; and certainly without 
this radical change there could have been no locomotion. 

No original drawing remains of this first passenger- 
carrying locomotive engine, but frotn the description of 
those who saw it, there is little doubt of the general 
correctness of the drawing made by the writer. 

One of the gains from the Trevithick high-pressure 
engine was its portability and cheapness, when com- 
pared with the Newcomen or the Watt engine, neither 
of which could work without condensing water — which 
locomotive engines cannot procure. 

This engine had little or no resemblance to any 
steam-engine that had preceded it. No stone founda- 
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tions, air-pump, condenser, condensing water, beam, 
or parallel motion, all the improvements of fifty years 
thrown aside ; and the great and costly boiler of his 
predecessors was replaced by one so small that it seemed 
merely a part of the engine, as a stand- point on which 
to fix the mechanism. 

The boiler was cylindrical, of cast iron, in which 
the steam-cylinder was fixed ; the tubular-boiler flues 
were of wrought iron, and entirely within the boiler. 

The exhausted steam having done its work in the 
cylinder, at a pressure of 60 lbs. to the inch, passed into 
the chimney as a steam-blast, causing an intensely hot 
fire, and in its passage heated the feed-water. 

The boiler-flues, together with the steam-cylinder, 
filled up a large portion of the interior of the boiler, 
reducing the weight of water carried to its lowest 
possible requirement, while a feed-pump, steam-gauge, 
safety-valve, and soft metal plug in the fire-tube, gave 
accurate supply of water, or escape of steam. 

The feed-pole was constructed precisely like the 
plunger-poles he had fixed in the mine-shafts, and is 
unchanged to the present day. 

Low-pressure boilers had no feed-pumps, being sup- 
plied by gravity of the water from a cistern above the 
boiler. 

The heating the feed-water by the waste steam was 
also an application originating with him. The steam- 
cylinder had its steam-pipe and bottom cast as a part 
of it. The inlet and outlet of steam was performed by 
one simple piece called Trevithick's four-way cock. 
The piston-rod, cross-head, guide-rods, and connecting 
rods, were all of simple form. The boiler served as a 
framing for keeping the four wheels in their proper 
places, and also the cylinder and working parts. The 
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TrKTITHICK'B FiBST PAaSKKGKB-CAKSXIKO COMMON ROAD LOCOMOTIVB, CAMBOBITV, 1801. 

a, cylindrical boiler with wroQght-iron end\ having inside it a wrought-iron tabe bent as the 
1< tter U ; jp, the flre>place, in one end of the tube ; v, fire-bars ; u, fire-bridge ; s, the aah-pit ; q, the 
return flae, leading to r, the chimney— the flrenloor is not shown, as it woald confuse the drawing ; 
«, the steam-gauge ; t, safety-valye ; t, soft metal safety-plug In top of fire-tube ; j, the bellows, blow- 
ing air into the dose ash-pit, fixed to the guide-stays, and worked 1^ the arm of its movable middle 
division connected with the piston-rod cross-head ; b, steam-cylinder let into the boiler, having a close 
top and bottom, with pipe for conveying steam to and from the bottom, and also the shell for the four- 
way steam-cock, and the steam-way from the boiler, all cast with the cylinder; o, a four- way steam- 
code, worked by a rod from the cross-head, with two tappets striking the lever, o, up and down, and 
having a handle, o, suitable for the engineman ; k, the feed pole-pump, worked from the cross-head ; 
2, the feed-pipe ; ir, feed-water dstem ; n, case for heating feed-water by the passage of the waste steam 
through m, the waste-sleam pipe, fVom the i^linder to the chhnney; e, the cross-head; /, the two 
side rods ; g, the two cranks ; A, two driving wheels ; i, two steering wheels ; e, piston-rod ; d, guides 
for ttie piston-rod cro»-head. 

two front or steering wheels were turned by a rod 
conveniently placed close to the engineman attending 
at the fire-door. 

One result of these experiments was the immediate 
application for a patent, granted on the 24th March, 
1802, to Richard Trevi thick and Andrew Vivian, for 
steam-engines for propelling carriages, &c., which may 
be read and studied by the young engineer with pleasure 
and profit even in " this " age of greatly-improved 
steam mechanism. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

PATENT OP 1802, AND LONDON LOCOMOTIVE. 

TrevUhick and Vivian's Specification. 

"OuB improvements in the constmction and application of 
steam-engines are exhibited in the drawings hereunto annexed 
and explained, namely : — 

" In Plate IV., Figure 1 represents the vertical section of a 
steam-engine with the said improvements ; and Figure 2 repre- 
sents another vertical section of the same engine at right angles 
to the plane of Figure 1. The dark shaded parts represent iron, 
and the red parts represent brickwork, and the yellow parts 
engine brass, excepting only the wooden supporters of the great 
frame in Figures 4 and 5, and the carriage-wheels in 6 and 7. 
A represents the boiler made of a round figure, to bear the 
expansive action of strong steam. The boiler is fixed in a case 
D, luted inside with fire-clay, the lower part of which con- 
stitutes the fire-place B, and the upper cavity affords a space 
round tlie boiler, in which the flame or heated vapour circulates 
round till it comes to the chimney E. The case D and the 
chimney are fixed upon a platform F, the case being supported 
upon four legs* C represents the cylinder enclosed for the 
most part in the boiler, having its nozzle, steam-pipe, and 
bottom cast all in one piece, in order to resist the strong steam, 
and with sockets in which the iron uprights of the external 
frame are firmly fixed. G represents a cock for conducting 
the steam, as may be more clearly seen by observing Figure 3, 
which is a plan of the top of the cylinder, and the, same [lartB in 
Figure 2. 

" I, Figures 2 and 3, represents the passage from the boiler to 
the cock G. This passage has a throttle-valve or shut^ adjust- 
able by the handle w. Figure 2, so as to wiredraw the steam. 
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and suffer the supply to be quicker or slower. The position of 
the cock represented in Figure 3 by the yellow circle is such, 
that the communication from the boiler through 6, by a 
channel in the cock, is made good to dt, which denotes the 
upper space of the cylinder above the piston, at the same time 
that the steam-pipe a (more fully represented in Figure 1) is 
made to afford a passage from the lower space in the cylinder 
beneath the piston to the channel C, through which the steam 
may escape into the outer air, or be. directed and applied to 
heating fluids or other useful purposes. It will be obvious that 
if the cock be turned one quarter of a turn in either direction, 
it will make a communication (Figure 3) from the boiler 
passage h to the lower part of the cylinder, by or through a, at 
the same time that the passage r from the upper part of the 
cylinder will communicate with <?, the passage for conveying 
off the same steam. P, Q, is the piston-rod moving between 
guides, and driving the crank E, S, by meaas of the rod Q, B, 
the axis of which crank carries the fly T, and is the first mover 
to be applied to drive machinery, as at S and W, Figure 2. 
The alternations of action are made by the successive pressure 
of the steam above and below the piston, and these are effected 
by turning the cock a quarter turn at the end of each stroke 
by means of the following apparatus, most fully delineated in 
Figure 1. «, y, is a double snail, which in its rotation presses 
down the small wheel O, and raises the weight N by a motion 
on the joint M of the lever O, N, from which proceeds down- 
wards an arm, M, L, and consequently the extremity L is at 
the same time urged outwards. This action draws the hori- 
zontal bar L, I, eind carries the lever or handle H, I, which 
moves upon the axis of the cock G through one-fourth of a 
circle. It must be understood that H, I, is foreshortened (the 
extremity I being more remote from tlie observer than the 
extremity H), and also that there is a click and ratchet-wheel 
in the part H, which gathers up during the time that L is 
passing outwards, and does not then move the cock G. But 
that when the part x of the snail opposite O, that is to say, 
when the piston is about the top of its stroke, then the wheel 
O suddenly falls into the concavity of the snail, and the ex- 
VOL. I. K 
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tremity L by its return at once pushes I, H, through the 
quarter circle, and carries with it the cock G, and turns the 
steam upon the top of the piston, and also affords a passage for 
the steam to escape from beneath the piston ; every stroke, 
whether up or down, produces this effect by the half turn of the 
snail, and reverses the steam-ways as before described. Or, 
otherwise, the cock may be turned by various well-known 
methods, such as the plug with pins or clamps striking on a 
lever in the usual way, and the effect will be the same, whether 
the quarter turns be made back or forward, or by a direct 
circular motion, as is produced by the machinery here deli- 
neated, but the wear of the cock will be more uniform and 
regular if the turns be all made the same way. In the steam- 
engines constructed and applied according to our said Inven- 
tion, the steam is usually let off or conducted out of the engine, 
and in this case no vacuum is formed in the engine, but the 
steam, after the operation, is or may be usefully applied as 
before mentioned. But whenever it is found convenient or 
necessary to condense the steam by injection water, we use a 
new method of cimdensing by an injection above the bucket 
of the air-pump ; and by this Invention we render the con- 
denser or space which is usually constituted or left between 
the said bucket and the foot-valve entirely unnecessary, and 
we perfectly exclude the admission of any elastic fluid from 
the injection water into the internal working spaces of the 
engine. 

" In Figure 2 is represented a method of heating the water 
for feeding the boiler, by the admission of steam after its escape 
through c into the cistern/. The steam passes under a false 
bottom Cy perforated with small holes, and heats the water 
therein, a portion of which water is driven at every revolutioB 
of the fly by the small pump A, through Z, z, into the boiler A, 
We also on some occasions produce a more equable rotary 
motion in the several parts of the revolution of any axis moved 
by steam-engines, by causing the piston-rods of two cylinders to 
work on the said axis by cranks at one quarter turn asunder. 
By this means the strongest part of the action of one crank is 
made to assist the weakest or most unfavourable part of the 
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action in the other, and it becomes unnecessary to load the 
work with a fly. 

'* Figure 4 is an upright section, and Figure 5 is a plan of 
the engine, with rollers for pressing or crushing sugar^^anes, 
moved by a steam-engine improved and applied according to 
our said new Invention. B is a case, in the form of a drum or 
cylinder, saspended upon two strong trunnions or pivots at 

and O, its flat ends standing upright ; within the iron case is 
fixed a boiler A, not much smaller in its dimensions, but so as 
to leave a vacant space between itself and the case, and within 
the boiler is fixed a fire-place, having its grate above the ash- 
hole D; the heated vapour and smoke rises at the inner 
extremity, and passed through two flues E, E, Figure 5, which 
join above at E, m. Figure 4, in the chimney E, which is there 
loosely applied, and is slung between centres in a ring at F. 
The working cylinder 0, with its piston, steam-pipe, nozzle, and 
cock, are inserted in the boiler as here delineated. The piston- 
rod drives the fly T, T, upon the arbor of which is fixed a small 
wheel, which drives a great wheel upon the axis of the middle 
roller. The guides are rendered unnecessary in this application 
of the steam-engine, because the piston-rod is capable, by a 
horizontal vibratory motion of the whole engine upon its pivots 
0, to adapt itself to all the required positions, and while the 
lower portion of the chimney E, m. Figure 4, partakes of this 
vibratory motion, the upper tube E, F, is enabled to follow it 
by its play upon the two centres or pivots in the ring F. In 
such cases or constructions as may render it more desirable to 
fix the boiler with its chimney and other apparatus, and to place 
the cylinder out of the boiler, the cylinder itself may be sus- 
pended for the same purpose upon trunnions or pivots in the 
same manner, one or both of which trunnions or pivots may be 
perforated so aa to admit the introduction and escape of the 
steam, or its condensation as before mentioned. And in such 
cases, when it may be found necessary or expedient to allow of 
no vibratory motion of the boiler or cylinder, the same may be 
fixed, and the method of guides be made use of, as in Figure 

1 or 2. The manner in which the cock is turned is not repre- 
sented in these two drawings, but every competent workman wnll, 

K 2 
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withont difficulty, understand that this effect may be produced 
by the same means as in Figure 1, or otherwise by the stroke 
of pins duly placed in the circumference of the fly, and made to 
act upon a cross fixed on the axis of the cock, or otherwise by 
the method used in the carriage, Figure 6, and hereinafter 
described* The steam which escapes in this engine is made to 
circulate in the case round the boiler, where it prevents the 
external atmosphere from affecting the temperature of the 
included water, and affords, by its partial condensation, a supply 
for the boiler itself, and is or may be afterwards directed to 
useful purposes as aforesaid. 

*' Figure 6 is a vertical section, and Figure 7 the plan of the 
application of the improved steam-engine to give motion to 
wheel-carriages of every description. B represents the case, 
having therein the boiler with its fire-place and cylinder, as 
have been already described in Figure 4. 

** The piston-rod P, Q, Figure 7, is divided or forked, so as to 
leave room for the motion of the extremity of the crank R. The 
said rod drives a cross-piece at Q backward and forward between 
guides, and this cross-piece, by means of the bar Q, R, gives 
motion to the crank with its fly F, and to two wheels T, T, upon 
the crank axis, which lock into two correspondent wheels U upon 
the naves of the large wheels of the carriage itself. The wheels 
T are fitted upon round sockets, and receive their motion from 
a striking bpx or bar S, X, which acts upon a pin in each wheel. 
S, Y, are two handles, by means of which either of the striking 
boxes S, X, can be thrown out of gear, and the correspondent 
wheel W by that means disconnected with the first mover, for 
the purpose of turning short or admitting a backward motion of 
that wheel when required. But either of the wheels W, in case 
of turning, can be allowed considerably to overrun the other 
without throwing 8, X, out of gear, because the pin can go very 
nearly round in the forward motion before it will meet with any 
obstruction. The wheels U are most commonly fixed upon the 
naves of the carriage-wheels W, by which means a revolution of 
the axis itself becomes unnecessary, and the outer ends of the 
said axis may consequently be set to any obliquity, and the 
other part fixed or bended, as the objects of taste or utility may 
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demand. The fore wheels are applied to direct the carriage by 
means of a lever H, and there is a check-lever which can be 
applied to the fly, in order to moderate the velocity of progres- 
sion while goiug down hill. In the vertical section, r, u, denotes 
a springing lever, having a tendency to fly forward. Two levers 
of this kind are duly and similarly placed near the middle of 
the carriage, and each of them is alternately thrown back by a 
short bearing lever S, t, upon the crank axis, which sends it home 
into the catch u, and afterwards disengages it when the bearing 
lever comes to press upon V, in which case the springing lever 
flies back. A cross-bar or double handle o, p, is fixed upon the 
upright axis of the cock, from each end of which said cross-bar 
proceeds a rod p, y, which is attached to a stud j, that forms 
part of the springing lever r, u. This stud has a certain length 
of play, by means of a long hole or groove in the bar, so that 
when the springing lever r, w, is pressed up, the stud slides in 
the groove without giving motion to p. When the other spring- 
ing lever is disengaged, it draws the opposite end of p^ o, by 
which means p draws the long hole at j? ^P ^ ^ts bearing 
against the stud, ready for the letting oflf of that first-mentioned 
springing lever. When this last-mentioned lever comes to be 
disengaged, it suddenly draws p back, and turns the cock one 
quarter turn, and performs the like office of placing the 
horizontal rod of the other extremity oip, o, ready for action by 
its own springing lever. These alternations perform the open- 
ing and shutting of the cock, and to one of the spring levers 
r, Uy is fixed a small force-pump iv, which draws hot water from 
the case by the quick back-stroke, and forces it into the boiler 
by the stronger and more gradual pressure of S, t It is also to 
be noticed, that we do occasionally, or in certain cases, make the 
external periphery of the wheels W uneven, by projecting heads 
of nails or bolts, or cross-grooves, or fittings to raikoads when 
required ; and that in cases of hard pull we canse a lever, bolt, 
or claw, to project through the rim of one or both of the said 
wheels, so as to take hold of the ground ; but that in general the 
ordinary structure or figure of the external surface of these 
wheels will be found to answer the intended purpose. And, 
moreover, we do observe and declare, that the power of the 
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engine, with regard to its convenient application to the carriage, 
may be varied, by changing the relative velocity of rotation of 
the wheels W, compared with that of the axis S, by shifting the 
gear or toothed wheels for others of different sizes properly 
adapted to each other in various ways, which will readily be 
adopted by any person of competent skill in machinery. The 
body of the carriage M may be made of any convenient size or 
figure, according to its intended uses. 

" And lastly, we do occasionally use bellows to excite the fire, 
and the said bellows is worked by the piston-rod or crank, and 
may be fixed in any situation or part of the several engines 
herein described, as may be found most convenient." 

A little repetition may be necessary in drawing the 
reader's attention to the number and variety of valu- 
able practical inventions in this notable patent specifi- 
cation of 1802. Figures 1, 2, 3, show a portable high- 
pressure steam-engine, the boiler of which is a hollow 
globe of cast iron, having the under side indented for 
the fire-place. A casing of iron, coated with fire-clay, 
forms the flues surrounding the boiler. The chimney 
is of iron, attached to the flue. The cylinder, of most 
simple form, is let partly into, and fixed in the boiler. 
From its top, two upright bars serve as supports for 
the crank-shaft, and also as guides for the piston-rod, 
A roller on the top of the piston-rod causes it to work 
easily in the guides. A four-way cock is moved by a 
compound eccentric, called a snail. If the action of the 
eccentric, which was nearly, or quite, a new thing, was 
unsatisfactory, the cock might be worked by the well- 
known method of tappets. A throttle-valve regulates 
the supply of steam. An air-pump may be used, con- 
densing in the exhaust-steam pipe in preference to the 
larger condensing vessel used in the Watt engine ; or 
the engine may be worked as a pufier, without con- 
densing; in which case the waste steam warms the 
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feed-water, which is forced into the boiler by a plunger- 
pole. 

Figures 4 and 5 show his high-pressure portable 
fiteam-engine applied to a crushing machine. The boiler 
in that engine is a cylinder of wrought iron with flat 
ends, having three internal wrought-iron tubes. The 
fire-place is in the lower of the tubes, which tube 
extends the length of the boiler, and returns to the 
fire-door end as a double tube, where it joins the 
wrought-iron chimney. The boiler is enclosed in a 
case slightly larger, just allowing epace for the pas- 
sage of the used steam, thus sheltering the boiler from 
external cold, and supplying hot feed-water, or reserve 
steam for other purposes. 

The boiler is supported on two centres or trunnions, 
on which it moves or oscillates. The cylinder is 
fixed in the steam space of the boiler. The piston-rod 
attaches direct to the crank. The trunnions serve as 
steam-ways. The chimney is wrought iron, suspended 
on a centre to allow for the oscillation of the boiler ; 
or the boiler may be fixed, the cylinder alone oscil- 
lating. Two cylinders are recommended in preference 
to one, with cranks at right angles. 

The crank-axle is fixed on a cast-iron frame, which 
also supports the boiler, chimney, and crushing rollers ; 
the whole apparatus being complete, without masonry 
or woodwork. 

How very distinct is this description of engines, 
patented seventy years ago : and these were not mere 
floating ideas, but the result of true and practical know- 
ledge, tested by prior experience. 

This particular combination of parts is similar, in 
a practical sense, to the double-cylinder, oscillating 
marine engines of the present day. The tubular boiler 
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of small bulk, so small that it might reasonably oscil- 
late. The boiler-flues wholly internal. The cylinder 
and the boiler protected from the cold, and the feed- 
water heated by the used steam on its way to the 
chimney: everything small, and portable, and com- 
plete, and attached to the frame that supported the 
machine to be put in motion. Trial engines had been 
constructed before the date of the patent to prove their 
efficiency. 

Figure 6 is of a locomotive and carriage for common 
roads. The boiler is cylindrical, made of wrought iron, 
with two internal tubes, for fire-place and flue, called the 
U, or return tube. The cylinder is fixed in the boiler, 
and placed in a horizontal position, close behind the 
diiving axle. The end of the piston-rod is split into 
four rods, working in a guide, that the crank-axle may 
be brought near to the cylinder. Changeable tooth- 
wheels with couplings connect the crank-axle with the 
driving wheels. A fly-wheel equalizes the movement 
and serves as a brake. The four-way cock is worked 
by spring levers, resting against projections on the 
crank-shaft, being an eccentric simplified. A spring 
lever also works the feed-pole. The two driving wheels 
are of wood, about 10 feet in diameter. The two guide- 
wheels about 4 feet. Nearly the whole weight of ma- 
chinery and passengers comes on the driving wheels. 
The gear-wheel on the crank-axle is 3 feet in dia- 
meter, working into a 4-feet on the driving axle, thus 
increasing • the power of the cylinder. Those gear- 
wheels could be shifted, to vary the power or speed. 
The fire-door and chimney were both at the back end, 
but are not shown. The framing is of wrought iron. 
The whole engine is new in design, and totally dif- 
ferent from the first Camborne engine. The horizontal 
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cylinder takes the place of the earlier vertical cylinder. 
The forked piston-rod is the mechanical novelty that 
has since become "widely useful, being what is now 
known as the side rod, or side beam and cross-head 
movement, largely used in steamboats. 

Neither of the drawings shows the passage of the 
waste steam into the chimney. The steam-blast and 
the adhesion of the wheels were stumbling-blocks to 
a generation following Trevithick. He saw both of 
them plainly, tliough the best form of the blast-pipe 
was not quite decided on, and therefore not drawn. 
In the specification he says of the first drawing, — 
" The steam may escape into the outer air, or be 
directed and applied to heating fluids, or other useful 
purposes.^^ And again, " but the steam, after the 
operation, is or may be usefully applied as before 
mentioned!* In describing the second engine, — " The 
steam which escapes in this engine is made to circulate 
in the case round the boiler, where it prevents the 
external atmosphere from aflFecting the temperature of 
tlie included water, and affords, by its partial con- 
densation, a supply for the boiler itself, and is or may 
be afterwards directed to useful purposes as afore- 
said'' In the third or locomotive engine, having 
a boiler very similar to that just described, he says, 
"and lastly, we do occasionally use bellows to excite 
the fire." 

The bellows is not drawn any more than the blast- 
pipe, though both were used in the first Camborne 
engine prior to the patent, but only the blast-pipe was 
used after the patent. Years of experience have 
taught locomotive engineers that the best effect of the 
blast-pipe depends on its particular shape and position 
in the chimney. This difficulty Trevithick felt, as 
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shown by the wording of the specification, and absence 
of a drawing of the pipe; but the idea was distinct, 
and the proof is in his constant use of the blast-pipe, 
from the first trial. 

On the grip or adhesion of the wheels, he says : — 
" We do occasionally, or in certain cases, make the 
external periphery of the wheels uneven, by projecting 
heads of nails or bolts, or cross - grooves, or fittings 
to railroads when required; and that in cases of 
hard pull we cause a lever, bolt, or claw, to project 
through the rim of one or both of the said wheels, 
so as to take hold of the ground ; but that in general 
the ordinary structure or figure of the external surface 
of these wheels will be found to answer the intended 
purpose.'' 

Mr. Symons^ recollects distinctly Captain Andrew 
Vivian explaining to him and others that his partner 
(Trevithick) must be wrong about his proposed tram- 
way engine. " If the wheels slipped on the rough 
ground, they would slip much more on the smooth 
iron." This was said when the patent was being taken 
out, in which Trevithick and Yivian state " the grip 
will be found suflScient." " Trevithick was one of 
those men who would have his own way." On this 
vital question of adhesion his partner was dead against 
him, and in his view was backed by general opinion, 
which remained more or less in force for fifty or more 
years; while, on the other hand, his early practical 
inventions were clogged by the hesitating and never- 
carried-out patent claim of Watt. ** I intend in many 
cases to employ the expansive force of steam, to press 
on the piston, in the same manner as the pressure 



^ Living at Camborne in 1860, 
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of the atmosphere is now employed in conamon fire- 
engines. In cases where cold water cannot be had in 
plenty, the engine may be wrought by the force of 
steam only." 

The failing to see or to understand what Trevithick's 
working experiments clearly pointed out, has caused 
millions of money to be wasted in avoiding inclines 
and curves on railways that could easily have been 
passed by the locomotive engine and its train of 
carriages. 

The patent having been secured, Trevithick was hard 
at work in Cornwall, on his portable high-pressure 
engines, to be adapted to any purposes where power 
from coal was cheaper than from men or horses. 

Another common road locomotive was in progress, the 
trials of which are spoken of in a former chapter as the 
Tuckingmill locomotive. Its form was not sufficiently 
described by the old men who recollected its running 
when they were boys, to enable the writer to give a 
drawing. It performed longer journeys than the first 
one, and probably those trials suggested further changes. 
The engine portion was sent to London, there to be 
supplied with larger wheels, and a suitable carriage for 
passengers. 

A letter^ of May 2nd, 1803, speaks of a high-pressure 
engine working very satisfactorily in London, turning 
and boring brass cannon for the Government, working 
with steam of 40 to 45 lbs. on the inch. 

The Tuckingmill locomotive engine had at that time 
just arrived in London. The cylinder was 5^ inches in 
diameter, with a stroke of 2^ feet. With 30 lbs. of steam 
it worked fifty strokes a minute. 



* See letter, May '2nd, 1803, chap. viii. 
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The following extract from Andrew Vivian's account- 
book authenticates the dates : — 

£ 8. d, 
" 1801. — Expenses to Wm. West about first carriage. 
1803, January. — Wm. West, expenses at Messrs. Harvey 

and Co., preparing a new cylinder. 
Feb. and March. — Ditto, preparing a boiler. 

Ditto, five months' expenses in London. 
Jan., 1803. — Andrew Vivian, expenses in London, and 

quay dues at Falmouth. 
July, 1803.— To Felton, for building the coach .. .. 83 5 
Aug., 1803. — To paid Messrs. Foxes, shippers, Falmouth, 

for carriage of the engine to London .. 20 14 11 " 

A rough draft of a letter from Captain Andrew 
Vivian* to Sir Richard Vyvyan, says : — " At the time 
it was on the road in London, my partner was not 
with me ; it ran well ; however, there was some defect, 
and our finances being low, we were compelled to 
abandon it." 

A draft of a letter by the late Captain Henry Vivian,^ 
a son of Captain A. Vivian, says : — 

"They carried their engine to London about the middle of 1803. 

** I well recollect its going up and down our town several 
times ; and the rise for about 300 feet is 1 in 20. 

"The women used to call it the devil. Not making it 
answer, they sold it to a company in Merthyr Tydfil, in Wales, 
where it ran on a tramroad. 

" My father went to London in 1801, and again in 1802. He 
himself worked the engine when it ran &om Leather Lane, 
from the shop of Mr. Felton (who built the carriage, and he 
and his sons were with the engine all the first day it ran), 
through Liquorpond Street, into Gray's Inn Lane, by Lord's 
Cricket Ground, to Paddington and Islington, and back to 
Leather Lane. 

" Mr. Gumey never saw the engine that was built here, for it 
was destroyed by fire^ before he came to Camborne with me, as 
stated in my father's letter.'* 



^ Written in July, 1834. . » See letter of Davies Gilbert, 

* Written in 1845. | chap. vii. 
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This second locomotive, tried in Camborne in the 
latter part of 1802 or commencement of 1803, was 
sent to London in January, 1803. William West was 
then at Harvey's foundrj'- in Cornwall, preparing a 
new cylinder; and still in February and March he 
was there preparing a new boiler, after which he was 
for five months in London, about the steam-carriage ; 
and in August, Felton was paid for building the 
coach. 

The London locomotive of 1803 was a great improve- 
ment on the former ones : it was not so heavy ; and the 
horizontal cylinder, instead of the vertical, added very 
much to its steadiness of motion ; while wheels of a 
larger diameter enabled it the more easily to pass over 
bits of bad road, which had brought the Camborne 
one to a standstill. The boiler was wholly of wrought 
iron, and, with the engine attached to it, was put 
together at or near Felton s carriage shop in Leather 
Lane ; Trevithick, Andrew Yivian, and William West 
were with it ; and Arthur Woolf (then in Trevithick's 
pay with the first high-pressure sent to London) came 
to see what was going oh. 

Andrew Vivian ran it, one day, from Leather Lane, 
Gray's Inn Lane, on to Lord's Cricket Ground, to 
Paddington, and home again by way of Islington — a 
journey of half a score miles through the streets of 
London. Trevithick was not on the engine on that 
occasion. Andrew Vivian was not an engineer, and 
would not have ventured on 'SO long a run had there 
not been prior proof of what the engine could do; 
and the fact of an altered cylinder and boiler having 
been under construction in Cornwall after the loco- 
motive had been sent to London, proves that several 
trials had been made, and changes found necessary. 
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"Captain Joseph Vivian recollects that about 1803, his 
father, then a captain of a vessel, on his return from London 



Tkbvithick'b CoMMoii Road Passksgkr Locomotive, Lokdon, 1803. 

told them that he and his nephew, John Vivian, had been 
invited to take a bit of a drive with Captain Trevithick and 
Captain Andrew Vivian on their steam-carriage : they went 
along pretty well through a good many streets, and were invited 
again for the next day ; but Captain Vivian thought he was 
more likely to suffer shipwreck on the steam-carriage than on 
board his vessel, and did not go a second time." 

" Captain John Vivian, H.M.P.S., was, about the middle of 
1803, on board his uncle's vessel in London, and often went 
to see the steam-carriage putting together at a coach-builder's 
shop in Leather Lane. Captain Trevithick and Captain Andrew 
Vivian were there, and Mr. William West was the principal 
man in putting the engine together. Mr. Arthur Woolf fre- 
quently came in, he being engaged close by as an engineer 
in Meux's brewery. 

" Thinks the engine had one cylinder, and three wheels j the 
two driving wheels behind were about 8 feet in diameter. 
The boiler and engine were fixed just between those wheels. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



PATENT OF 1802, AND LONDON LOCOMOTIVE. 143 

The steering wheel was smaller, and placed in front. There 
were some gear-wheels to connect the engine with the driving 
wheels. The carriage for the passengers would hold eight or 
ten persons, and was placed between the wheels, over the 
engine, on springs. One or two trips were made in Tottenham 
Court Boad, and in Euston Square. One day they started 
about four o'clock in the morning, and went along Tottenham 
Court Boad, and the New Road, or City Eoad: there was a 
canal by the side of the road at one place, for he was thinking 
how deep it was if they should run into it. They kept going 
on for four or five miles, and sometimes at the rate of eight or 
nine miles an hour. I was steering, and Captain Trevithick 
and some one else were attending to the engine. Captain 
Dick came alongside of me and said, * She is going all right.' 
* Yes,' said I, * 1 think we had better go on to Cornwall' She 
was going along five or six miles an hour, and Captain Dick 
called out, * Put the helm down, John ! ' and before I could 
tell what was up. Captain Dick's foot was upon the steering- 
wheel handle, and we were tearing down six or seven yards of 
railing from a garden wall. A person put his head from a 
window, and called out, * What the devil are you doing there ! 
What the devil is that thing ! ' 

** They got her back to the coach factory. A great cause 
of difficulty was the fire-bars shaking loose, and lotting the fire 
fall through into the ash-pan. 

** The waste steam was turned into the chimney, and puffed 
but with the smoke at each stroke of the engine. When the 
steam was up, she went capitally well, but when the fire-bars 
dropped, and the fire got out of order, she did not go well. 

'* I heard afterwards that the framing of the engine got a 
twist, and she was used to drive a mill for rolling hoop-iron ; 
and also that she ran on a tramroad laid down in Begent's 
Park."^ 

"In 1860, Mrs. Humblestone recollected Mr. Trevithick's 
steam-carriage go through Oxford Street ; the shops were closed, 
and numbers of persons were waving handkerchiefs from the 
houses; no horses or carriages were allowed in the street 

^ Captain John Vivian died January, 1871, at Hayle, aged eighty-seven years. 
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during the trial. The carriage moved along very quickly, 
and there was great cheering. At that time she kept a shop 
next door to the Pantheon, and it, like the others, was dosed. 
Her husband was employed with Mr. Trevithick at the Black- 
wall dredgers or the Tunnel." ^ 

The reader must not imagine that these few records 
collected of events witnessed by but very few who still 
live, nor that the slight notice to be found of them 
in written history are indications of their watit of im- 
portance, or of their having been mere passing expe- 
riments. They were the first and firm steps of the 
young locomotive, which Trevithick laboured for years 
to strengthen and make useful, and which would have 
given to our fathers some of the benefits we receive 
from steam locomotion had they had the good sense to 
comprehend Trevithick. Two years of locomotive ex- 
periments in Cornwall were followed by six or eight 
months of trials in the streets of London, commencing 
witli January, 1803, when the locomotive was for- 
warded from Cornwall. 

The day on which Captain John Yivian steered, they 
started at four o'clock in the morning, going through 
Tottenham Court Road and the City Road, sometimes 
at a speed of eight or nine miles an hour, and so suc- 
cessfully that — in joke — they talked of keeping on until 
they reached Cornwall, when bad steering, rather than 
engine defects, brought them to a standstill. It passed' 
through Oxford Street at a good pace, amid cheers and 
waving of handkerchiefs. Undoubtedly other trips were 
run, but we have evidence sufficient to prove that the 
streets of London were safely passed through by the 
steam-horse at about the speed of the living horse. 



* Statement by Mrs. Ilumblestone, 51, Earl Street, iHliiigton, 1860. 
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Felton's carriage, to carry six or eight persons, placed 
over the engine and boiler between the large driving 
wheels, was supported on springs from the engine 
framing, which was of wrought iron. The boiler 
was of wrought iron, with internal return fire-tube. 
The fire-door and chimney were at one end. The 
cylinder was fixed in the boiler horizontally, and the 
crank was just under the carriage : coal and water were 
carried on the engine platform. The steam-blast in the 
chimney caused the small boiler to produce the neces- 
sary quantity of steam, and the increased size of the 
driving wheels to 8 or 10 feet in diameter gave a 
better grip, and enabled the engine and its load to pass 
more easily over road inequalities. 

These continued trials and their consequent cost 
drained to the bottom the pockets of the inventors, and 
put an end for a time to locomotive experiments. The 
steam-carriage was sold for what it would bring, and the . 
engine portion became a hoop-iron rolling-mill engine. 

All the partners, except Trevithick, were disheartened 
at this result of steam travelling. He and Vivian at 
that time held each two-fifths of the patent, and West 
one-fifth ; none of them received a penny, and they paid 
their losses as best they could. 

Trevithick had learnt, however, from the shocks on 
the rough pavements, that a smooth road of iron was 
the thing to enable the steam-horse to run well, and 
from that time gave his thoughts to the railway form 
of locomotion. 

It has been said that Trevithick was a pupil of Mur- 
doch's, and learned from him the knowledge of the 
steam-carriage.^ Murdoch's model was made in 1784, 

* Smiles' * Life of George Stephenaon.' 
VOL. I. L 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



146 PATENT OF 1802, AND LONDON LOCOMOTIVE. 

when Trevithick was a boy of thirteen. Murdoch's ex- 
periments, which never bore fruit, were made in the 
dark and in secret. His model had a cylinder f inch in 
diameter, with a 2-inch stroke; its boiler was a square 
box of copper, 4 inches on the side, heated by a lamp. 
Its smallness did not admit even of a liliputian engine- 
man, and, having no guide, it could not run. 



Murdoch's Looomotiyb Model. 



The following particulars were read at the Institute 
of Mechanical Engineers in 1850, and from them the 
writer first learnt of Murdoch's attempt, though he had 
lived many years among engineers within ten miles of 
Murdoch's residence at Redruth : — 

" Watt's friend and assistant, William Murdoch, took up the 
idea of a steam-carriage, broached by his patron, and constructed 
a non-condensing steam-locomotive, of liliputian dimensions, in 
the year 1784, the date of Watt's second patent. This locomo- 
tive, placed on three wheels, is shown in Fig. 1. 

" The boiler is of copper ; the flue passes obliquely through it, 
and is heated by a spirit-lamp. The cylinder is f inch diameter. 
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and has 2 inches stroke ; it is fixed on the top of tlie boiler, 
and the piston-rod is connected to one end of a vibrating beam, 
to which also is* attached the connecting rod for working the 
crank of the driving axle. 

"The slide-valve is double, cylindrical, and worked directly 
by the beam, which strikes the shoulders of the valve-spindle ; 
and the exhaust steam passes through the hollow of the spindle, 
going out near the top. One of the wheels only is fixed on the 
crank-axle, and a single wheel is placed in front, working in a 
s^vel frame, to allow the carriage to run in a small circle. 
The driving wheels are 9J inches diameter, and the leading 
wheel 4J inches. Notwithstanding these diminutive dimensions, 
this little gentleman managed to outrun the inventor on one 
occasion. 'One night, after returning from his duties at the 
mine,' in Eedruth, Cornwall, where he resided for some time, in 
charge of the mining engines, * he wished to put to the test the 
power of his engine ; and, as railroads were then unknown, he 
had recourse to the walk leading to the church, situated about 
a mile from the town. This was very narrow, but kept rolled 
like a garden-walk, and bounded on each side by high hedges. 
The night was dark, and he alone sallied out with his engine, 
lighted the fire, a lamp under the boiler, and off started the 
locomotive, with the inventor in full chase after it. Shortly 
after he heard distant despair-like shouting ; it was too dark 
to perceive objects, but he soon found that the cries for as- 
sistance proceeded from the worthy pastor, who, going into 
town on business, was met on this lonely road by the fiery 
monster, whom he subsequently declared he took for the Evil 
One in propria persona.* ** ^ 

The foregoing led the writer to make inquiries among 
old men at Redruth who had been intimate with Mur- 
doch. Nothing could be learnfed, except an indistinct 
recollection that they had heard that something had 
been tried. As a last resource, the daughter of the 
" worthy " but frightened pastor was sought for, and 

* Biographical notice of William Murdoch, hy Mr. Buckle. D. K. Clark's 
• Railway Machinery,* published 1855. 

L 2 
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though but a child when her parents told the story, 
gave the following with all the freshness of a modem 
event : — 

" On a dark evening her parents, returning from Bedruth to 
the vicarage, were somewhat startled by a fizzing sound, and 



RkDBUTH Chdbc-h. [W. J. Welch.] 

saw a little thing on the road moving in a zigzag way. Mur- 
doch was with it ; her parents knew him well. They understood 
that Murdoch wished the experiment to be kept secret, and she 
does not recollect ever hearing of it afterwards, though she fre- 
quently saw Murdoch and heard of his engineering occupations. 
Mr. Wilson, the agent for Boulton and Watt, was a frequent 
visitor at her father's house." ^ 

* Mrs. Rogers' recollections, Penzance, 1869. 
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Only one of the driving wheels was fixed on the 
driving axle, which fully accounts for its travelling in 
zigzags. 

The following letter by Trevithick, in 1803, shows 
that he lost no time in applying his locomotive engine 
to tramways : — 

"Boulton and Watt sent a letter to a gentleman of this place, 
who is about to erect some of these engines, saying that they 
knew the effect of strong steam long since, and should have 
erected them, but knew the risk was too great to be left to care- 
le^ enginemen. That it was an invention of Mr. Watt, and 
the patent was not worth anything. This letter has much en- 
couraged the gentlemen of this neighbourhood respecting its 
utility. As to the risk of bursting, they say it can be made 
quite secure. 

" I believe that Messrs. Boulton and Watt are about to do me 
every injury in their power, for they have done their utmost to 
report the explosion, both in the newspapers and in private 
letters, very different to what it really wa^. They also state 
that driving a carriage was their invention ; that their agent, 
Murdoch, had made one in Cornwall, and had shown it to Captain 
Andrew Vivian, from which I have been enabled to do what I 
have done. I would thank you for any information that you 
might have collected from Boulton and Watt, or from any of 
their agents, respecting their ever working with strong steam, 
and if Mr. Watt has ever stated in any of his publications the 
effects of it; because if he condemns it in any of his writings, it 
will clearly show that he did not know the use of it. 

" There will be a railroad-engine at work here in a fortnight ; 
it will go on rails not exceeding an elevation of one-fiftieth part 
of a perpendicular, and of considerable length. I have desired 
Captain A. Vivian to wait on you to give you every information 
respecting Murdoch's carriage — whether the large one at Mr. 
Budge's foundry was to be a condensing engine or not." ^ 

» 8ce Trevithick's letter, Ist October, 1803, chap. xx. 
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The simplicity of Trevithick's question brings out the 
truth : ** If Watt condemns the use of high steam in 
any of his writings, it will clearly show that he did not 
know the use of it." 

Dr. Robison/ the scientific and intimate friend of 
Watt, says : " It is well known that Mr. Watt retained 
up to the period of his death, the most rooted prejudices 
against the use of high steam." He also speaks of a 
design for a locomotive by Watt, in 1784, with a wooden 
boiler, and sun-and-planet wheels. Those schemes of 
Watt and of Murdoch may have some relation to the 
story that Captain Andrew Vivian was to speak of to 
Davies Gilbert, " whether the large one at Mr, Budgets 
foundry was to be a condensing engine or not." 

Budge' was a clever Cornish mechanic, and had 
small workshops and a foundry at Tuckingmill ; working 
frequently for Trevithick, sen., prior to Watt's appear- 
ance in Cornwall. If Watt never worked with high 
steam, his contemplated locomotive must have been a 
condensing engine. 

This opens up a curious question in the history of the 
steam-engine. It is evident that Murdoch attempted 
a working model of a locomotive in 1784, but failed, 
and Watt blamed his agent for so throwing away his 
time. It is also evident that Watt had his plans for 
a o comotive as described by Dr. Robison, and it now 
seems more than probable that to put his ideas into 
form he employed Mr. Budge, whom we have met 
with as the mechanic employed by Trevithick, sen., 
in erecting his Carloose engine of 1775, and in which 
an increased pressure of steam was probably used, from 
the improved boiler. 

* See Dr. Robi son's statement, chap. vii. 

' See Budge erecting Trevithick's engine in 1775, chap. ii. 
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We may never know what passed between Budge, 
Watt, and Murdoch. Murdoch's model, with one driving 
wheel, wobbled like a lame duck, and disappeared after 
one brief airing on a dark night ; his boiler retained the 
weak flat sides of the low-pressure system, and Watt 
talked of a still weaker boiler to be made of wood. 
Fifty years ago the writer wondered what was carried 
on inside the dirty walls and windows of what had 
been Budge's foundry, but never dreamed that perhaps 
the construction had been attempted of a low-pressure 
steam locomotive vacuum engine, with wooden boiler 
and sun-and-planet wheels. 

There was no similarity between those proposed loco- 
motives and Trevithick's realities. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

TBAM AND RAILWAY LOOOMOTIYEB. 

The energy with which Trevithick followed tip and 
made useful his inventions is, if possible, more wonder- 
ful than his never-failing faculty of bringing together 
old things under new and improved forms. It was a 
saying in Cornwall that Captain Dick would make 
a capital working steam-engine from the scrap heap or 
castaways of ordinary engineers. 

While busy with the work mentioned in former 
chapters in Cornwall and London, he carried on other 
and new designs in South Wales and Shropshire ; and 
in August, 1802, the Coalbrookdale Company were 
building for him a railway carriage or locomotive, 
though they feared to attempt its construction, or dis- 
believed Trevithick's promise that such an engine would 
work well, without the Watt air-pump and condenser. 

He therefore designed an engine suitable for loco- 
motion, and at the same time adapted it to force w^ter 
a certain height, so that its power might be seen and 
accurately measured by the unbelievers. A 10-inch 
pump having a 4-feet stroke was attached to the engine, 
which forced water up a column of pipes 35 feet high. 

This engine had all the leading features of the 
modern locomotive. The boiler was cylindrical, 4 feet 
in diameter, and gave steam of any pressure from 
60 lbs. to 145 lbs. on the square inch. 

A blast-pipe, with a regulating cock, caused the 
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boiler to give a full supply of steam, and also heated 
the feed-water. 

The cylinder was 7 inches in diameter, with a stroke 
of 3 feet, and, with its gear-work, was attached to the 
boiler. 

The term blast-pipe was then unknown to describe 
the thing just brought into use. But the expressions, 
" the steam continued to rise the whole of the time it 
worked,** until it became unmanageable, and "I was 
obliged to stop, and put a cock in the mouth of the 
discharging pipe," and a small hole in the discharge- 
pipe to allow some of the blast^steam to escape into the 
feed-warmer, through which it passed, prove the in- 
vention of the blast-pipe, with its regulating cock and 
transmission of heat from surplus steam into the feed- 
water, to have been as fully understood and practically 
applied by Trevithick in 1802 as it is by us in the 
present age, when innumerable blast-pipes are in use. 

" Ck)ALBBOOKDALE, SHROPSHIRE, 

** Da VIES Giddy, Esq., " Aug. 22nd, 1802. 

**SLr, — I should have written to you some time since, 
but not haviDg made sufficient trial of the engine, have deferred 
it until it is in my power to give you agreeable information of 
its progress. 

"The boiler is 4 feet diameter; the cylinder 7 inches dia- 
meter, 3-feet stroke. The water-piston is 10 inches in diameter, 
drawing and forcing 35 feet perpendicular, equal beam. I first 
set it off with about 50 lbs. on the inch pressure against the 
steam- valve, without its load, before the pumps were ready, and 
have since worked it several times with the pumps, for the 
inspection of the engineers about this neighbourhood. 

" The steam will get up to 80 lbs. or 90 lbs. to the inch in 
about one hour after the fire is lighted ; the engine will set off 
when the steam is about 60 lbs. to the inch, about thirty strokes 
per minute, with its load. There being a great deal of friction 
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on such small engines, the steam continued to rise the whole of 
the time it worked ; it went from 50 lbs. to 145 lbs. to the inch 
in fair working, forty strokes per minute ; it became so unma- 
nageable as the steam increased, that I was obliged to stop and 
put a cock in the mouth of the discharging pipe, and leave only 
a small hole open of ^ by | of an inch for the steam to make its 
escape into the water. The engine will work forty strokes per 
minute with a pressure of 145 lbs. to the inch against the steam- 
valve, and keep it constantly swimming when burning 3 cwt of 
coal every four hours. I have now a valve making to put on 
the top of the pumps, to load with a steelyard, to try how many 
pounds to the inch it will do of real duty when the steam on 
the valve is 145 lbs. to the inch, 

" I cannot put many more pumps, as they are very lofty 
already. The packing stands the heat and pressure without the 
least injury whatever ; enclosed you have some for inspection 
that has stood the whole of the working. As there is a cock in 
the discharging pipe which stops the steam after it has done its 
ofBce on the piston, I judge that it is almost as fair a trial as if 
the pump-load was equal to the power of the engine. Had the 
steam been wire-drawn between the boiler and the cylinder it 
would not have been a fair trial, but being stopped after it has 
passed the engine, it tells much in its favour for bearing a 
greater load than it has now on. 

" The boiler will hold its steam a considerable time after the 
fire is taken out. We worked the engine three-quarters of an 
hour after all the fire was taken out from under the boiler. It is 
also slow in getting up, for after the steam is atmosphere strong 
it will take half an hour to get it to 80 lbs. or 90 lbs. to the 
inch. It is very accommo'lating to the fireman, for, fire or not, 
it is not soon felt. 

'^ The engineers at this place all said that it was impossible 
for so small a cylinder to lift water to the top of the pumps, and 
degraded the principle, though at the same time they spoke 
highly in favour of the simple and well-contrived engine. They 
say it is a supernatural engine, for it will work without either 
fire or water, and swore that all the engineers hitherto are the 
biggest fools in creation. They are constantly calling on me, 
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for they all say tliey would never believe it unless they saw it, 
and no person here, will take his neighbour's word even if he 
swears to it They all say it is an impossibility, and they will 
never believe it unless they see it. After they had seen the 
water at the pump-head, they said that it was possible, but that 
the boiler would not maintain its steam at that pressure for five 
minutes; but after a short time they went ofi^, with a solid 
countenance and a silent tongue. 

'*The boiler is 1^ inch thick, and I think there will be 
no danger in putting it still higher. I shall not stop loading 
the engine until the packing burns or blows out under its 
pressure. 

" I will write you again as soon as I have made further trial. 
If I had fifty engines I could sell them all here in a day, at any 
price I would ask for them. They are so highly pleased with 
it that no other engine will pass with them. 

" The Dale Company have begun a carriage at their own cost 
for the railroads, and are forcing it with all expedition. 

**I remain. Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

*• Richard Trevithick." 

Wire-drawing steam was an early term for ex- 
pansive working, and was familiaj-ly spoken of by 
Trevithick in 1802, though the engineers who came to 
see the new principle at work, some of them perhaps 
from Soho, not many miles distant, where none but 
low-pressure steam vacuum engines were made, said 
that this new high-pressure steam-engine, without con- 
denser, " degraded the principle," because it did not 
use condensing water, though at the same time they 
spoke highly in favour of its simplicity, and of the 
smallness of the fire-place and boiler resulting from the 
use of the blast-pipe, which produced a white heat and 
rapidly generated steam of great expansive force. 
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Within two years from the expiry of Watt's still- 
born patent, claiming the invention of an engine work- 
ing by the pressure of steam, Trevithick had carried 
his vigorous high-pressure puflFers from Cornwall to the 
outskirts of Soho. 

Watt disbelieved, after years of deliberation, the pro- 
priety of constructing high - pressure steam-engines; 
and so did other engineers living near him, who thought 
an engine deriving its main power from vacuum better 
than one that was in no way dependent on it. 

They all said it was an impossibility, and they would 
never believe it unless they saw it ; but having seen 
the water at the pump-head, they said that the boiler 
would not maintain its steam at the pressure for five 
minutes ; and so the sceptics passed from error to error, 
and were now in the mystery of the blast-pipe, a cause 
of confusion to many ; and among them was Watt, who 
with a full knowledge of the working of Trevithick's 
high-pressure steam-puflFer engines, and the all-powerful 
authority of the Soho Works, never, during the re- 
maining seventeen years of his life, from the time of 
this public proof of the power and compactness of the 
non-condensing engine, constructed an engine with a 
blast-pipe. 

The boiler bearing this high-pressure steam was 
a cast-iron cylinder, li inch in thickness, having a 
wrought-iron internal return tube, similar to those he 
had during four or five years supplied, first to the 
Cornish mines as portable engines, and tlien in the 
Camborne common road locomotive. 

It required an hour after lighting tlie fire to raise 
the steam to 80 or 90 lbs. to the inch ; but when the 
engine was at work, and the blast came into play, the 
steam pressure rapidly increased to 145 lbs. This was 
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a shock of annihilation to the Wattites, whose tongues 
were silent and countenances changed. Instead of 
the stock of steam in the small boiler dwindling to 
nothing in five minutes, it, strange to say, increased 
more and more in pressure, while the engine at the 
same time so wonderfully increased in speed and power, 
that even Trevithick had to stop the supply of steam, 
until some cheek could be placed on its startling power, 
by a vent-hole in the side of the blast-pipe. 

The dimensions of this engine correspond very nearly 
with the locomotive that followed it in Wales, and the 
Dale Company were so satisfied with its performance, 
that they at once commenced " a carriage for the rail- 
roads." 

Unfortunately, there is no further trace of this con- 
templated railroad of 1802 among his papers. 

Trevithick was obliged to leave Coalbrookdale for a 
time to follow up the common road locomotive trials in 
Cornwall, and the construction of the locomotive for 
London, where he and his partners were during the 
early months of 1803 ; but this did not prevent his 
finding time for other applications of the new steam- 
power. In the beginning of April, 1803, he had put 
to work high-pressure steam-engines in London work- 
ing with steam of 40 lbs. to the inch; which were 
approved of by the Admiralty, and burnt less coal than 
the Boulton and Watt low-pressure steam vacuum 
engines, that had before driven the same machinery. 

In Derbyshire " they were going on with spirit 
with their engine.'^ It is not clear if this latter was 
also a locomotive, for about that time railways or tram- 
roads were used or proposed at both Coalbrookdale and 
in Derbyshire. 

His neighbours in Cornwall, who scarcely noticed 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



158 TRAM AND RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 

him at home, gave him in London an order for an 
engine, and the autumn of 1802 promised golden fruit, 
for London, Derbyshire, Shropshire, Wales, Cornwall, 
and other places used the high-pressure steam-engines, 
whose applicability to steam locomotion had been 
proved, and some one really talked of giving 10,000/. 
for one-quarter of the patent. 

"•Mr. Giddy, " Bristol, May 2nd, 1803. 

" Sir, — I set going an engine in London about four weeks 
since, for boring and turning brass cannon. The cylinder is 
11 inches diameter and SJ-feet stroke; it does the work often 
horses ; it consumed five chaldrons of coal in twenty-one days, 
and works exceedingly well. It works constantly from six in 
the morning until eight at night, and keeps in thfe fire over 
night. It turns and bores four brass' cannon at a time, and 
turns a mill to grind clay at the same time. It requires the 
steam at a pressure of 40 to 45 lbs. to the inch to do its work- 
well, working about twenty-six or twenty-seven strokes per 
minute. It is much admired by everyone that has seen it, and 
saves a considerable quantity of coal, when compared with a 
Boulton and Watt. We use but thirty gallons of water in the 
hour. 

'^ I was sent for to explain the engine at the Admiralty Office. 
They sent to inspect it, and say they are about to erect several 
for their purposes, and that no other shall be used in the Go- 
vernment service. An engine worked in the place in which this 
now stands ; it was taken down for this to be put up in its place. 
The proprietor of the gun factory has one other now at work, 
and has given an order for one more from me, and will take 
dowA the other. He was so satisfied with the engine that he 
paid for it the second day it was at work. There has been no 
further trial at the Dale. They are going on with spirit at 
Derbyshire about their engine. The coach-engine did not 
arrive in London imtil last Wednesday. The coach is ready to 
fix to the engine. I expect we shall be ready to start in about 
a fortnight. We worked the engine before we sent it from home ; 
it was perfectly tight, and gave double as much steam as we 
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wanted, without blowings and the chimney was but 2 feet high* 
It worked fifty strokes per minute with 30 lbs. of steam to the 
inch. The cylinder was 5^ inches diameter, 2i-feet stroke ; 
much more power than we shall want. I will write again soon. 
I have a prospect before me of -doing exceedingly well. I tell 
you, as a friend, that I have sold to a gentleman of this place, 
one-quarter part of the patent for 10,000Z. ; but this must 
remain a secret. Mr. Williams, Mr. Robert Fox, Mr. Gould, 
and Captain William Davey were here, and much liked the- 
engine; they gave me an order for one for Cornwall as a 
specimen. I was at Treadrea the day before I left home, but 
did not find you. 

" I remain. Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithick." 

The engine of the steam-carriage of 1803 wa^ made 
in Cornwall ; and it used the steam-blast, for without it 
a chimney of only 2 J feet high would not have caused 
sufficient draught ; and, moreover, the bellows tried in 
the Camborne locomotive was no longer used. 

Having given a few months to the successful experi- 
ments with the London common road engine, and to the 
erection of high-pressure engines, in rivalry with Watt's 
low-pressure steam vacuum engines,^ he was, in October, 
1803, busily engaged in constructing at Penydarran, 
in South Wales, a tramway locomotive, to run on rails 
not exceeding an elevation of 1 in 50, and of con* 
siderable length. 

" Mr. Giddy, " Pknydarkan, 16th February^ 180i. 

*' Sir, — Last Saturday we lighted the fire in the tram- 
waggon, and worked it without the wheels to try the engine. 
On Monday we put it on the tramroad. It worked very well, 
and ran up hill and down with great ease, and was very manage- 



* Letter, October 1st, 1803, chap. xx. 
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able. We had plenty of steam and power. I expect to work 
it again to-morrow. Mr. Homfray and the gentleman I men- 
tioned in my last, will be home to-morrow. The bet will not be 
determined until the middle of next week, at which time I shall 
be very happy to see you. 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithick." 

The first tramroad locomotive in Wales worked in 
the month of February, 1804, running with facility up 
and down inclines of 1 in 50, and having a full supply 
of steam and power. 

*' Mr. Giddy, " Pentdabran, February 20th, 1804. 

** Sir, — ^The tram- waggon has been at work several times. 
It works exceedingly well, and is much more manageable than 
horses. We have not tried to draw more than 10 tons at a 
time, but 1 doubt not we could draw 40 tons at a time very 
well ; 10 tons stand no chance at all with it. We have been 
but two miles on the road and back again, and shall not go 
farther until Mr. Homfray comes home. He is to dine at home 
to-day, and the engine goes down to meet him. The engineer 
from the Government is with him. 

^* The engine, with water included, is about 5 tons. It runs 
up the tramroad of 2 inches in a yard forty strokes per minute 
with the empty waggons. The engine moves forward 9 feet at 
every stroke. The public are much taken up with it. The bet 
of 500 guineas will be decided about the end of this week. 
Tour presence would give me more satisfaction than you can 
conceive, and I doubt not you will be fully repaid for the toil 
of the journey by a sight of the engine. 

** The steam that is discharged from the engine is turned up 
the chimney about 3 feet above the fire, and when the engine 
works forty strokes per minute, 4^feet stroke, 8^ inches dia- 
meter of cylinder, not the smallest particle of steam appears out 
of the top of the chimney, though it is but 8 feet above where 
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the steam is delivered into it, neither at a distance from it is 
steam or water found. I think it is made a fixed air by the heat 
of the chimney. The fire burns much better when the steam 
goes up the cliimney than when the engine is idle. I intend to 
make a smaller engine for the road, as this has much more 
power than is wanted here. This engine is to work a hammer. 

" The engineer from London will try a great many experi* 
ments with these engines, as that is his sole business here, and 
that is my reason for so much wishing you here. He intends 
to try the strength of the boiler by a force-pump, and has sent 
down orders to get long steam-gauges and force-pumps ready 
for that purpose. 

** We shall continue our journey on the road to-day with the 
engine, until we meet Mr. Homfray and the London engineer, 
and intend to take the horses out of the coach, fasten it to the 
engine, and draw them home. The other end of the road is 
9| miles from here. The coach-axles are the same length as 
the engine-axles, so the coach will run very easily on the tram- 
road. 

** There have been several experiments made by Mr. Homfray 
and this engineer in London, lately, on these engines. I am 
very much obliged to you for your offer to assist in making out 
a publication of the duty and advantages of those engines. As 
soon as I can get proper specimens at work, and you as an eye- 
witness of their performance, I shall value your kind oflfer and 
assistance far beyond any other to be got, as you have been 
consulted, and have assisted me from the beginning. 

" I am, Sir, 

" Tour very humble servant, 

" ElCHARD TrEVITHICK." 

" Mr. Giddy, " Penydarban, February 22nd, 1804. 

" Sir^ — Yesterday we proceeded on our journey with the 
engine ; we carried 10 tons of iron, five waggons, and seventy men 
riding on them the whole of the journey. It is above nine miles, 
which we performed in four hours and five minutes. We had to 
cut down some trees and remove some large rocks out of the 
VOL. I. M 
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road. The engine, while working, went nearly five miles per 
hour ; no water was put into the boiler from the time we started 
until we arrived at our journey's end. The coal consumed was 
2 cwt On our return home, about four miles from the shipping- 
pjace of the iron, one of the small bolts that fastened the axle 
to the boiler broke, and all the water ran out of the boiler, 
which prevented the return of the engine until this evening. 
The gentleman that bet 500 guineas against it rode the whole 
of the journey with us, and is satisfied that he has lost the bet. 
We shall continue to work on the road, and shall take 40 tons 
the next journey. 

" The public until now called me a scheming fellow, but now 
their tone is much altered. An engine is ordered for the West 
India Docks, to travel itself from ship to ship, to unload and 
to take up the goods to the upper floors of the storehouses by 
the crane, and in case of fire to force water on the storehouses. 
The fire is to be kept constantly burning in the engine, so as to 
be ready at all times. 

" Boulton and Watt have strained every nerve to get a Bill 
in the House to stop these engines, saying the lives of the public 
are endangered by them, and I have no doubt they would have 
carried their point if Mr. Homfray had not gone to London to 
prevent it ; in consequence of which an engineer from Woolwich 
was ordered down, and one from the Admiralty Office, to inspect 
and make trial of the strength of the materials, and to prove 
that the steam-gauges will admit steam through them in case 
the steam-valve should be fastened down. They are not to come 
until everything is complete for those experiments. You shall 
know of our future experiments as fast as we get on with them. 

" Tour humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithiok." 

Before a week had passed, from the first getting-up 
of steam, this pioneer of railway-engines had run several 
times, drawing a load of 10 tons, and was more con- 
trollable than horses. Only two miles of road were to 
be run over during the first trials, but within the week 
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the engine ran a distance of 9| miles. The horses were 
removed from Mr. Homfray's common road coach, the 
wheels of which were of the same gauge as the tram- 
way, and it was drawn by the engine, together with 
Mr. Homfray and his companioti, a Grovernment engi- 
neer, brought down for the pui-pose of examining and 
testing Trevithick's engines. This was a practical proof 
of how street tramway engines could be made to draw 
by steam ordinary road carriages. 

The engine in working order weighed about 5 tons ; 
its cylinder was 8J inches in diameter, with a stroke 
of 4^ feet. It took empty waggons up an incline of 
2 inches in a yard, at forty strokes a minute, progress- 
ing 9 feet at each stroke; in other words, it took its 
load up an incline of 1 in 1 8 at the rate of four miles 
an hour. 

Trevithick's own words solve the blast-pipe riddle : — 
" The steam that is discharged from the engine is turned 
up the chimney, about three feet above the fire. The fire 
burns much better when the steam goes up the chimney 
than when the engine is idle." 

It was something like engineering, that within a week 
of first putting fire in a newly-designed engine for a 
novel purpose, it took in the morning its luggage-train 
work up an incline believed by many to be dangerously 
unmanageable even now, after seventy years of experi- 
ence, and was prepared for its evening passenger-train 
work, to bring home the ironmaster and his friend, 
snugly riding in an ordinary horse-carriage. 

Trevithick was anxious that Mr. Davies Grilbert should 
be near him to observe the drift of events, for he knew 
the London engineer had been experimenting with 
his high-pressure engines then at work in London, in 
competition with Watt ; and he also hoped that Davies 

M 2 
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Gilbert would make public a report on the advantages 
of the new principle of working without a vacuum, and 
state what he had seen at Penydarran. 

Immediately/after writing a long letter, giving clear 
and important fects, during the din and hurry of pre- 
paring the tramroad-engine for her first long run, a 
start was made from Penydarran for the Basin, 9| miles 
distant. Five waggons^ were attached to the engine, 
loaded with 10 tons of iron and seventy men. Four 
hours and five minutes were required for the journey, 
though the engine went at the rate of five miles an 
hour, but was obliged to stop frequently that trees 
might be cut down and rocks removed that blocked the 
roadway. How difierent to the well-prepared level 
railway on the Liverpool and Manchester line, on 
which the much-talked-of locomotives ran a quarter of 
a century later ! 

The gentleman who bet 500 guineas that the engine 
would not draw 10 tons of iron over the distance, rode 
with Trevithick, and admitted the fact. The seventy 
men and tools taken at 7 tons, made a net load of 
17 tons ; and, including the five waggon^, a gross load 
of 25 tons. During the journey, 2 cwt. of coal were 
consumed, and Trevithick believed, from that day's 
experience, that he could take a load of 40 tons. 

On the return journey, when four miles had been 
passed, one of the bolts fastening the axle-boxes to the 
boiler broke, the water and steam escaped through the 
hole, and caused the engine to stop for repairs. 

This roughly-constructed locomotive performed a 
comparatively long journey with a heavy load, over the 
worst possible road, with sharp curves and inclines, and 



* See Trevithick's letter, 26th April, 1812, chap, xviii. 
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frequently breaking tram-plates; yet such, to other 
men, insurmountable diflSculties are not so much as 
mentioned in Trevithick's letters. 

The writer worked locomotives on those same tram- 
ways thirty-three years afterwards, in 1837, and it was 
then necessary to send platelayers to jump from the 
waggon-trains to replace broken plates. 

He at the same time renewed a long-idle early loco- 
motive on Trevithick's plan, that had been built at 
Neath Abbey. The double or breeches fire-tube in the 
boiler was removed to make room for thirty small tubes, 
such as were then coming into use for locomotive 
boilers. That all-important part of a locomotive, the 
blast-pipe, brightening the fire, and increasing the 
supply of steam with greater or less intensity in pro- 
portion to the greater or less amount of work performed, 
and steam puffs accelerating the draught, was retained 
in its original form and position as used by Trevithick 
in 1804. 

Boulton and Watt still opposed Trevithick's high- 
pressure steam plans on the plea that " the lives of the 
public were endangered," and tried to get an Act of 
Parliament to prevent the construction of any more 
engines on the high-pressure principle. The Govern- 
ment sent engineers from Woolwich and the Admiralty 
to test those engines, both as to the fact of being able 
to work a steam-engine without using the vacuum from 
injection, and also as to the pressure that the boilers 
would safely bear, and the kind of safety-valves or 
safeguards against explosion. 

At that time he was constructing a travelling steam- 
crane and fire-engine for the West India Docks in 
London, to unload ships, convey the merchandise to 
the storehouses, and then lift it to the required floors ; 
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the engine was arranged with pump and hose, and to 
be in steam night and day. 

It seems like a dream that such things were done 
nearly three-quarters of a century ago ; for though we 
now have steam-cranes, and steam fire-engines, and 
railways into docks, we have not yet so mastered the 
detail as to combine the three operations in one engine. 

" Mr. Giddy, " Penydabban, Marck ^th, 18(H. 

" Sir, — ^We have tried the carriage with 25 tons of iron, 
and found that we were more than a match for that weight. 
We are now preparing to get the materials ready for the experi- 
ments by the London engineers, who are to be here on Sunday 
next. We have fixed up 28 feet of 18-inch pumps for the 
engine to lift water ; these engineers particularly requested that 
they might have a given weight lifted, so as to be able to cal- 
culate the real duty done by a bushel of coal. 

" The waggon-engine is to hft this water, then go by itself 
from the pump and work a hammer, then to wind coal, and 
lastly to go the journey on the road with iron. We shall have 
all the work ready for them by the end of the week. They 
intend to stay here about seven or eight days, and as the report 
that they will make on their return will be the standing or the 
condemning those engines, it is my reason for so anxiously 
requesting your presence. As they intend to make trial of the 
duty performed by the coal consumed, they will state it as 
against the duty performed by Boulton's great engines, which did 
upwards of twenty-five milUons, when their 20-inch cylinders, 
after being put in tlie best order possible, did not exceed 
ten millions. 

*'As you were consulted on all those trials of Boulton's 
engines your presence would have great weight with those gents, 
otherwise I shall not have fair play. Let me meet them on fair 
grounds, and I will soon convince them of the superiority of 
the ^ pressure-of'Steam engines^ 

** The steam is delivered into the chimney above the damper; 
when the damper is shut the steam makes its appearance at 
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the top of the chimney ; but when open none can be seen. It 
makes the draught much stronger by going up the chimney ; no 
flame appears. The coal here has but very little bitumen in it, 
therefore but very little smoke comes from it. We never tried 
a torch at the top of the chimney. 

** Perhaps there may never be such an opportunity when 
your assistance in those experiments will be of so great a 
benefit to me as at this time, therefore I hope you will forgive 
me for again requesting your attendance on a business that may 
be of such consequence to me. 

" I remain, Sir, 

** Tour very humble servant, 

" Richard Tbevithick." 

The chimney-daniper formed a fixed part of this loco- 
motive. There was also a cock for regulating the blast 
and for heating the feed-water by the waste steam. 
These three things have exercised the genius of engi- 
neers to the present day, and they have not improved 
on Trevithick's ignored plans of 1804. The engine- 
driver of to-day removes a temporary damper-plate from 
the top of the chimney, while Trevithick had it under 
mechanical control ; the same may be said of regulating 
blast and feed warming. 

Within three weeks from lighting the first fire in 
the boiler, the Welsh tram-engine had drawn 25 tons of 
iron, net load. An upright column, 28 feet high, of 
18-inch pumps, had been erected to test the power 
exerted by the engine and the coal consumed in raising 
a known quantity of water, or rather to discover how 
much water could be lifted a fixed height by the con- 
sumption of a bushel of coal. The reader must bear in 
mind that a bushel of coal was a misunderstood term : 
Trevithick's bushel was 84 lbs., Watt's bushel seems to 
have been 112 lbs. 
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Trevithick, who was not apt to fear, had an instinc- 
tive dread of those London gentlemen. His was a 
small engine, and small engines never did such good 
duty as larger engines. " Let me meet them on fair 
grounds, and I will soon convince them of the superiority 
of the pressure-^f'Steam engines J^ 

The imreasonableness of the requirements of the 
Government engineers proves their ignorance of prac- 
tical engineering, and almost shows an influence from 
Soho, judging from the following report by Trevi- 
thick : — " The waggon-engine is to lift this water in 
the pipes, then go by itself from the pump and work a 
hammer, then to wind coal, and lastly to go the journey 
on the road with a load of iron." By the end of the 
week everything would be in readiness, and they thought 
of keeping the engine under those various tests for 
seven or eight days. 

The blast-pipe continued to act well. " The steam is 
delivered into the chimney above the damper ; it makes 
the draught much stronger by going up the chimney." 

Mr. Davies Gilbert, who was prepared to stand by the 
man of genius in this contest with men in authority, 
left Oxford for Penydarran to be present at the experi- 
ments, but meanwhile his friend had written that an 
accident had made it impossible for Mr. Homfray to 
receive his friends from London, and the official tests 
were therefore deferred. 

*' Mr. Giddy, " Pbnydabran, March ^t\ 1804. 

. " Sir, — I am sorry to inform you that the experiments 
that were to be exhibited before the London gents are put off 
on account of an accident which happened to Mr. Homfray on 
Tuesday last. His horse ran away with the gig, and threw him 
out, hurt his face, sprained his ankle, and dislocated his arm at 
the elbow. The experiments will go on as usual ; everything 
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is nearly ready. If you come now you will not have Mr. Hom- 
fray's company or that of the London gentlemen. Perhaps it 
will be a month before they come downo, and they are the 
persons I wish you to see. 

" I hope you will come this way before you go to Cornwall, as 
we can go through the experiments at any time. I find myself 
much disappointed on account of the accident, for I was very 
desirous to make the engine go through its different work, that 
its eflFect might be published as early as possible. I should be 
very happy to see any gentleman you may recommend this way 
for information, as the more public it is made the sooner the 
engines will circulate. 

" We have not made any experiments since I last wrote. I 
received a letter from home this morning saying they had seen 
the steam-carriage in the newspapers, but did not believe it to 
be truth. 

'* Wheal Prosper is condemned ; Binner Downs is under water, 
but was never so good as when it stopped. We are removing 
Wheal Treasury great engine there. 

'* I cannot see any release for me from this place soon ; and 
intend to go down almost immediately to Cornwall, and bring 
up my family to spend the next summer here. 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

"ElCHARD TrBVITHICK." 

" This letter did not reach Oxford till after I had proceeded 
to Penydarran. I believe it was never opened till January, 
1824.— D. G." 

Had Trevithick carried out his wish to remove his 
family from Cornwall to Wales, that he might give 
more attention to the locomotive, this country might 
have had the benefit of railways and locomotives twenty 
years earlier. 

Mr. Homfray thought of becoming a partner in 
Trevithick'« patent, and both of them were at that time 
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full of the wish to extend the general application of 
the high-pressure steam-engine, causing the partial 
neglect of the locomotive. 

** Dear Sir, " Penydabban Place, 10th July, 1804. 

**I dare say you will think me remiss in not answering 
your first letter, enclosing one for Mr. Trevithick. In a day or 
two after I received it I went up to Staffordshire (and likewise 
Trevithick), and have only returned yesterday, and find your 
favour of 3rd ; both letters I thank you for, and shall at all times 
be happy to show you or your friends civility at this place. 

" Our engine is at work at the rolls, and goes on very well. 
It has rolled this last fortnight upwards of 200 tons of iron, 
from the balls to the rough bars, which is as much as it was 
first expected, and I hope it will continue improving. It does 
much more than our old engine of 32-inch diameter cylinder 
and this is only 28-inch, same stroke. Trevithick went down 
the tramroad twice since you left us, with 10 tons each time, 
and though he took his load down, Mr. Hill does not yet allow 
the 500 guineas, because he did not return again with the 
empty trams in the same time the horses usually do, and this was 
owing to the little forcing pump not being quite right to feed 
the boiler, and he was obliged to wait and fill with cold water ; 
but this little defect is easily cured, and no doubt but Mr. Hill 
will be satisfied ; but Trevithick would not stay here for the 
present to make another journey, so that it stands over till his 
return. He is now, I believe, at the Dale, and will not expect 
to be here this month again. 

" Lord Dudley's engine for winding coal is got to work, as 
well as one at Worcester, for a glover there, which will be 
applied to various purposes, and show what the engine can do. 
1 beg leave to congratulate you on the honour of a seat in 
Parliament. Mrs. Homfray and my niece Eliza join me in 
respectful compliments. 

" I am, dear Sir, 

'* Your obedient servant, 

" Saml. Homfray. 
" Da VIES Giddy, Esq." 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



TRAM AND RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 171 

This letter of the 10th July draws attention to 
one written hy Davies Gilbert on the 3rd, thanking 
Mr. Homfray for hip hospitality; and during the 
interval the locomotive had gone two journeys over 
the tramway, with its net load of 10 tons of iron. It 
commenced work in the early part of February, and 
continued at work therefore at least five months, and 
was then in good working order, with the exception of 
a small bolt to be repaired. 

After putting to work a high-pressure whim-engine 
for Lord Dudley, in Staffordshire, a small engine in 
Worcester, and a winding engine at Stourbridge, he 
paid a flying visit to Coalbrookdale, and then to 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to work his locomotive, and 
while on the journey wrote to Davies Gilbert. 

" The tram-engine has carried two loads of 10 tons of iron to 
the shipping place since you left this. Mr. Hill says he will 
not pay the bet, because there were some of the tram-plates in 
the tunnel removed, so as to get the road into the middle of the 
arch. 

'' The first objection be started was that one man should go 
with the engine without any assistance, which I performed 
myself without help ; and now his objection is that the road is 
not in the same place as when the bet was made. I expect 
Mr. Homfray will be forced to take steps that will oblige him 
to pay. 

•* As soon as I return from here there will be another trial, 
and some person will be called to testify its effects, and then I 
expect there will be a lawsuit immediately. The travelling 
engine is now working a hammer/'^ 

Trevithick was not like other men. He was alone 
at various places erecting and working differently- 
designed engines suitable to the numerous requirements 

* See letter, 5th July, 1804, chap. xx. 
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lie readily engaged to fulfil. Who constructed the 
engines ? who made the necessary drawing's ? who kept 
newly-designed rnachines in daily work, with steam 
of 100 lbs. to the inch, more or less ? are questions the 
answer to which is lost. in the lapse of a comparatively 
few years. It is evident that numerous manufacturers 
and engineers, from Watt downwards, were fully ac- 
quainted with those events, and that the latter not only 
disapproved of the new engine, but actively opposed its 
use. It may be almost said that every engineer of the 
time knew of them ; yet no one seems to have recorded 
them, except Trevithick, who never dreamt of being an 
historian. 

While at Coalbrookdale, in 1804, he wrote to his 
friend : ^ — 

** At Newcastle I found four engines at work, and four more 
nearly ready. Six of these were for winding coal, one for lifting 
water, and one grinding com; the latter, an 11-inch cylinder, 
driving two pair of 5-feet stones. Below I send you a copy of 
Mr. Homfray's and Mr. Wood's letters." 

Some of these engines were probably for the Gates- 
head Iron Works of Messrs. Hawks and Crawshay. The 
latter, I believe, was a brother of the Mr. Crawshay in 
the Welsh Iron Works. Every move of Trevithick and 
his engines in Wales was therefore known to the coal- 
works proprietors and engineers of Newcastle. 

Mr. Wood says : — " An engine of this kind was sent 
to the North, for Mr. Blackett, of Wylam, but was, for 
some cause or other, never used upon his railroad, 
but applied to blow a cupola, at an iron foundry in 
Newcastle." * 

* See U'tttT, 23r(l September, 1804, chap, xvii., p. 385. 
^ Wood * On Railroads,' p. 130 ; published 1825. 
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On the 10th January, 1805,^ having left Newcastle, 
he wrote from Soho Foundry, Manchester : — 

" I shall go to Newcaetle-on-Tyne in about four weeks. By 
that time the little engine will be sent to London for the coal- 
ships. A great number of my engines are now making in 
different parts of the kingdom. There are three foundries here 
making them. I expect there are some of the travelling 
engines at work at Newcastle. As soon as I get there I will 
write to you. This day I received a letter from Jane — sad 
lamentation on account of my absence. I am obliged to promise 
to return immediately, but shrill not be able to fulfil it at this 
moment. I should be wrong to quit this business, as there are 
now seventeen or eighteen foundries going on with those engines, 
and unless I am among them the business will fall to the ground, 
and after such pains as I have taken I am very sorry to quit it 
until I get it established." 

Having been at Newcastle in September, 1804, to 
arrange, amongst many other things, for supplying 
the Wylam Railway with a locomotive, he counted on 
being there again in February or March, 1805, to see 
*' some of the travelling engines at work." 

Numerous small high-pressure engines were being 
constructed in seventeen or eighteen different manu- 
factories; and in May, 1805, one of the Newcastle 
travelling engines was ready for its work on the 
railway. 

Mr. Wilson, well known at Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
well described it in the following Memorandum, to be 
seen at the South Kensington Patent Museum : — 

** Memorandum, May let, 1805. (Copy from B, TV's Memo- 
randums on Steam-Engines,) — I saw an engine this day upon a 
new plan : it is to draw three waggons of coal upon the Wylam 
waggon-way ; the road is nearly level. The engine is to travel 

* Letter of Trcvithick, lOth January, 1805, chap, xv., p. 325. 
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with the waggons. Each waggon with the coal weighs about 
3^ tons, and the engine weighs 4^ tons. The engine is to work 
without a vacuum. The cylinder is 7 inches in diameter, 3-feet 
stroke, and is pletced inside the boiler, and the fire is inside also. 
The speed they expect to travel at is four miles per hour. — 
Egbert Wilson." 

Mr. Wilson, an experienced mechanic, called this 
high-pressure engine in 1805 an engine on a new plan, 
working without a vacuum ; not knowing that similar 
engines had been at work^for six or seven years. 

Having traced the construction of common road, 
tram, and railway engines up to the year 1805, mainly 
from Trevithick's letters, it may be necessary to sub- 
stantiate the facts by disinterested evidence. 

" F. TkeVITHICK, Esq., " TREDEaAB Works, May 15<A, 1854. 

" Dear Sir, — I received your letter of last month, and 
should have answered it sooner, but as yet have not been able 
to go over to Merthyr to see the men that worked for your late 
father. I had found out the engine-driver; but my son has 
found out one of the men who put the locomotive engine 
together, and he believes he shall be able to make a sketch 
from their description. It was my father that was at Peny- 
darran when the engine was made and tried. It made three 
journeys to the Basin, nine miles below Merthyr, and in coming 
up the third journey it broke both axles ; the road being only 
common tramroad-plates 3 feet long. The men say it would 
have done its work well on a good road, 

** The engine had one cylinder 8 inches in diameter and 
2-feet stroke; a wrought-iron boiler, with a tube thus, U; the 
side rods connected to the wheels ; and as side coupling rods 
were not thought of then, it had cog-wheels connecting front 
and hind axles. To pass the centres it had a fly-wheel. 
Weight of engine about 7 tons, on four wheels. You shall 
hear &om me as soon as I can obtain all the information I 
require. 
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""The engines yoa saw at Tredegar were made by me. We 
had the original from Stephenson, Newcastle, about 1829 ; but 
it had the old tube, the same as marked on the other side. I 
believe I am the first that turned the steam into the chimney, 
never thinking it would give me any advantage in getting up 
steam. It was done to prevent frightening the horses, as we 
had a turnpike-road fourteen miles by the side of our railway. 
You may rely on my getting all the information I possibly can, as 
my informants are, one seventy and the other seventy-six years 
old. No time should be lost. 

" Dear Sir, yours truly, 

*'Thos. Ellis, Sen." 

'* Dear Sir, " Tbedegar Works, 22nd June, 1854. 

" We have not succeeded well yet with the locomotive. 
The poor old fellow is very feeble ; but we have a part of that 
done also. From what I can understand the engine was made 
in Cornwall, and put together in Merthyr ; and if we can under- 
stand the old man, your father adopted the pipe inside the 
other to warm the water, and also took the steam up the chimney. 
If. so, that was done before I saw the light. Trusting I shall 
send you the required information, 

" Dear Sir, yours truly, 

"Thos. Ellis. 

" F, Trevithick, Esq." 

Mr. Ellis then published a drawing of the Welsh 
locomotive, with the following particulars : — 

" Trevithick's high-pressure tram-engine, so designated in the 
original plan, dated 1803, was constructed partly in Cornwall 
and partly at Penydarran Works, by Richard Trevithick, Esq., 
engineer, for Samuel Homfray, Esq., proprietor of the Peny- 
darran Iron Works, Merthyr Tydfil, who, while discussing the 
principles and feasibility of locomotive steam-engine power with 
Richard Crawshay, Esq., of the Cyfartha Iron Works, made a bet 
of 1000 guineas that he would convey by steam-power a load of 
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iron from his works to the Navigation House (nine miles distant) 
along the Basin tramroad, which he effected by means of this 
engine, and won liis wager, although the heavy gradients, sharp 
curves, and frangible nature of the cast-iron trackway operated 
against the return of this ingenious though rudely-constructed 
machine with the empty trains — hence its discontinuance. As 
may be perceived, the exhausted steam discharged into the 
stack and the wheels combined ; thus to Trevithick is the credit 
due for the application of those two principles to locomotive 
engines. 

" Rees Jones, who aided in the fitting, and William Kichards, 
its driver, are still alive ; the former, when shown the plan, 
instantly identified it ; and the latter, now in his eighty-fifth 
year, has worked no other than TrevUhiclcB hiffhrj^reasure engine. 
To this day portions of the old engine exist in the one he 
now works at Penydarran, and during a period extending far 
beyond half a century, never having had an accident with his 
boiler. 

** Thos. Ellis, Engineer, 

" Tymaur Ponty Fridd, Glamo^'ganshirf.'" 

Mr. Merielaus also supplied a drawing of the Welsh 
loconiotive, made by Mr. Llewellyn. 

" D£AR Sir, " Glanwern, Ponttpooi;, 24:th November, 1855. 

"I regret that I should have forgotten to send you 
the drawing of the old locomotive engine, which you asked me 
for some time ago. I have had a pretty long search for it, but 
succeeded in finding it at last. I observe that nothing is 
mentioned upon it of its being the engine constructed by Trevi- 
thick ; but inasmuch as I am aware that my uncle was engaged 
with him at Merthyr in the trial made there on the old naviga- 
tion tramway, and have an impression of hearing my uncle say 
that it was a rough draft of the original engine, I think there is 
very little doubt upon the subject. It was drawn by my uncle 
(very roughly you will see) in the year 1803, which was about 
the time Trevithick was at Merthyr. You will perhaps be kind 
enough to get the parties you send the sketch to, to return it 
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when done with. I should tell you that I shall send the draw- 
ing in another enclosure. 

" Dear Sir, yours very truly, 

*' William Llewellyn. 
" W. Menelaus, Esq. 

"N.B. — The cylinder was 4} inches diameter, and 3-feet 
stroke." 

* Engineering' for the 27th March, 1868, has the 
following : — 

" Trevithick was the real inventor of the locomotive. He 
was the first to prove the sufficiency of the adhesion of the 
wheels to the rails for all purposes of traction on lines of 
ordinary gradient, the first to make the return flue boiler, the 
first to use the steam-jet in the chimney, and the first to couple 
all the wheels of the engine. 

" One of his pupils, John. Eoe, was not long ago living, and 
he supplied a correspondent to our pages with many of the 
particulars of the old engine, as did also Bees Jones, who, at the 
age of twenty-one, worked on it. The engine made one or more 
trips from Penydarran to Navigation, but broke a large number 
of the cast-iron tramway-plates with which the line was laid. 
After this it worked for two or three years between the blast- 
furnaces and forges at Homfray's works at Penydarran." 

The ' Mining Journal,' Oct. 2nd, 1858 :— 

"Rees Jones, engine-fitter, Penydarran, says : — Dowlais, Sept. 9, 
1858. — I am now eighty-two years old. I came to Penydarran 
on April 1st, 1794. I was then eighteen years of age. I have 
been in the employ of the Penydarran Iron Company ever 
since. I am still able to do a little. I am in the works every 
day. About the year 1800 Mr. Trevithick came to Penydarran 
to erect a forge-engine for the company. I was at this time 
overlooking the engines at Penydarran. I assisted Mr. Trevi- 
thick in the erection of the forge-engine. When this engine 
was finished' Mr. Trevithick commenced the construction of a 
locomotive. Most, if not all, the work of this locomotive was 
VOL. T. N 
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made at Penydarran. Richard Brown made the boiler and 
the smith-work. I did the most of the fitting, and put the 
engine together. When the engine was finished she was used 
-for bringing down metal from the furnaces to the old forge. 
She worked very well ; bat frequently from her weight broke 
the tram-plateSy and also the hooks between the trams. After 
working for some time in this way, she took a journey of iron 
from Penydarran down the Basin Boad, upon which road she 
was intended to work. On the journey she broke a great many 
of the tram-plates; and before reaching the Basin she ran 
off the road, and was brought back to Penydarran by horses. 
The engine was never used as a locomotive after this ; she was 
used as a stationary engine, and worked in this way several 
years. 

" I understood the reason for discontinuing using her as a 
locomotive was the weakness of the road. The boiler was mad e 
of wrought iron, having a breeches tube also of wrought iron, 
in which was the fire. The pressure of steam used was about 
40 lbs. to the inch. The cyUnder was horizontal ; it was fixed 
in the end of the boiler. The diameter of the cylinder was about 
4| inches. The three-way cock was used as a valve. The engine 
had four wheels. These wheels were smooth ; they were coupled 
by cog-wheels. There was no rack-work on the road ; the 
engine progressed simply by the adhesion of the wheels. The 
steam from the cylinder was discharged into the stack. This 
statement was made in the presence of the undersigned. 

'*W. Mbnelaus. 
" G. Martin. 
" W. Jenkins." 

Mr. Menelaus says : — 

" 1 would call particular attention to the fact that Trevithick 
in 1803 had satisfied himself that smooth wheels would have 
suflScient adhesion to propel a load ; that he had hit upon the plan 
of coupling the wheels ; and that be discharged the waste steam 
into the stack. Boilers of the same type as that used by Trevi- 
thick in this engine were used successfully for locomotives 
twenty years after his invention." 
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A boiler-plate in the Kensington Patent Museum 
has the following written on it : — 

" Piece of S. Homfray's engine that took the load of iron to 
Navigation House for the lOOOZ. bet — Trevithick, builder, and 
with two cylinders. The history of our getting it : — After taking 
the iron down it was made into a small planishing-hammer engine 
at Penydarran ; brought into the Forest by Mr. Protheroe thirty 
years ago to sink pits at Castle-rag Colliery; from these to 
Protheroe's lower pits, and sank them ; then to Link*s Delight 
for our old company, and we pulled it down and cut a piece 
out for you. This is as I copied it from old Broad, our 
manager. 

•* Henry Crawshay, March 14/A, 1850." 

Rees' * Cyclopaedia' of 1819 says : — 

** The application of steam-engines to driving of carriages. — 
These are now called locomotive engines, and we may date their 
introduction with the patent of Messrs. Trevithick and Vivian 
in 1802. 

•* Mr. Trevithick made a locomotive engine in South Wales 
in 1804, which was tried upon the railroads at Merthyr TydfiL 
The engine was the same as that of which we have given an 
account of its work in speaking of the high-pressure engine, 
having an 8-inch cylinder and a 4 feet 6 inch stroke. It drew 
after it upon the railroad as many carriages as carried 10 tons of 
bar-iron, for a distance of nine mUes ; and it performed all that 
distance without any further supply of water than that contained 
in the boiler at setting out, travelling at the rate of five miles 
per hour. 

" The boiler of cast iron, of a cylindrical form, 6 feet long, 
and 4 feet 3 inches in diameter, the fire-place being withinside. 
The cylindrical boiler was mounted horizontally upon four 
wheels, and the cylinder of the engine was placed vertically in 
the end of the boiler, having two connecting rods descending 
from the cross-bar of its piston-rods to two cranks upon an axis 
extending beneath the boiler and cylinder, and communicating 
its motion, by means of wheel-work, to the two fore wheels upon 

N 2 
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which the engine runs, and by this means the alternate ascend- 
ing and descending motions of the piston-rods act to turn round 
the crank and wheels, and draw the carriages forward. In this 
way no fly-wheel was necessary, because the momentum of the 
carriage to advance itself forward on the road continued 
the motion of the wheels and cranks sufficiently to make the 
cranks pass the lines of the centre." 

Mr. Crawshay, who had good means of learning the 
facts, says the boiler was of wrought iron, and there 
were two cylinders. 

Rees' ' Cyclopaedia' makes the boiler of cast iron and 
the cylinder vertical. The old Welshmen speak" of a 
wrought-iron boiler, though their drawing rather indi- 
cates a cast-iron outer casing, with wrought-iron tube, 
and the steam-cylinder to have been horizontal. 

They all agree on the blast-pipe^ which the writer 
has not shown in the drawing, neither the feed-pump, 
or water - heating apparatus, because they are not 

given in the original Welsh 
drawing. The position of 
the feed-pump, feed-heating 
pipe, and blast-pipe, may 
be readily discovered by a 
reference to the patent draw- 
ing of 1802. 

The following particulars 
are taken from Trevithick's 
letters where other evi- 
dences are conflicting. It 
is probable that more than 
one tramroad - engine was 
constructed in Wales at that 
time. 

Eight years after these 
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Trevithick's Tbamroad Locomotive, South Wales, 1803. 
a, the qrlinder, 8^ In. in diameter, 4 ft 6 in. stroke, fixed in the boiler ; b, the piston-rod, fastened 
to the cross-head ; e, the cross-head ; d, guides for cross-head ; e, stays for the guides ; /, the con- 
necting rods trvm ends of cross-head to cranks; ^, the two cranks; ^ the driving axle; t, the fly- 
wheel ; jj the gear-wheels, connecting Uie driving axle with the driving wheels ; fc, the four driving 
wheels, 3 ft 9 in. in diameter, 4 ft 1 in. from centre to centre ; {, the four- way cock ; m, the cock 
lever ; n, the rod and tappets for working the four-way cock ; o, lever from cross-head for striking 
the tappets ; p, regulating cock and handle; 9, stay and scz«ws for tightening the three-way cock and 
the regulator cock ; r, the cylindrical boiler of wrought or cast iron, 4 ft. 3 in. in diameter, 6 ft long ; 
$y the Internal fire-place and wrought-iron return tube; £, the chimney ; u, the fire-door; v, the tram> 
road-plates ; lo, the tramroad-sleepers. Weight in workhig order, 5 tons. 

events Trevithick wrote the following recollections of 
them : — 

" About six years since I turned ray thoughts to this subject, 
and made a travelling steam-engine at my own expense, to try 
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the experiment. I chained four waggons to the engine, each 
loaded with 2^ tons of iron, besides seventy men riding in the 
waggons, making altogether about 25 tons, and drew it on the 
road from Merthyr to the Quaker's Yard, in South Wales, a 
distance of 9| miles, at the rate of four miles per hour, without 
the assistance of either man or beast ; and then without the load 
drove the engine on the road sixteen miles per hour. I thought 
this experiment showed to the public quite enough to recom- 
mend it to general use ; but though a thing that promised to be 
of so much consequence^ has so far remained buried, which dis- 
courages me from again trying its practice at my own expense."^ 

We have no account of the railway work done by 
the Coalbrookdale travelling engine of 1802. The 
Welsh tramroad - engine of 1803 took a gross load of 
25 tons, at the rate of four miles an hour, over a bad 
road, with sharp curves and stiff inclines, and without 
load ran at a speed of sixteen miles an hour. 

The Newcastle locomotive of 1804 was, in general 
outline, similar to the Welsh locomotive, but in detail 
superior. The wheels were to run on rails instead of 
tram-plates, and were 9 inches farther, apart than the 
Welsh locomotive; giving increased steadiness. The 
boiler and return tube were wholly of wrought iron ; 
the fire-door and chimney were at one end of the boiler, 
and the cylinder and guide-rods at the other end, 
giving more room to the erigineman than on the 
Welsh locomotive, which had all those things at one 
end of the boiler. 

The cylinder of the Newcastle locomotive was of the 
same size as the Coalbrookdale engine of 1802, being 
7 inches in diameter, with a 3-feet stroke, and therefore 
was probably made at Coalbrookdale, from Trevithick's 
drawings and patterns of 1802, with it« regulating blast- 
pipe and steam of from 60 to 145 lbs. on the square inch. 

' See Trevithick's letter, 26th April, 1812, chap, xviii. 
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The first Newcastle locomotive is thus mentioned : — 
" The death of Mr. John Whinfield, who was concerned in 
the manufacture of some of the earlier locomotives, has revived 
the question as to who was the first to apply the power of steam 
to locomotive purposes; and it has, we think, been well esta- 
blished that the honour is due to Mr. Richard Trevithick of 
Camborne, who, more than fifty years since, ran a locomotive 
through the High Street of his native town, and employed a 
locomotive to draw a load of bar-iron from the Penydarran 
Iron Works to the Basin. An attempt having been made by 
the North-countrymen to prove that John Steel, an employe of 
Mr. Whinfield, was the first inventor of a locomotive, a corre- 
spondent of the * Gateshead Observer' (in continuation of 
correspondence on the subject) states that — 

" * Trevithick's steam-engine was a patent; and Mr. John 
Whinfield, who had a small foundry in Pipewellgate, and 
whom I well knew, was a sort of agent of his. The plans to 
which you refer, and probably, also some portions of the engine, 
may have come from Trevithick ; Steel, an old acquaintance 
of mine, being the local engineer. Steel came, I believe, from 
somewhere about Colliery Dikes. He was at one time in 
Wales, where (at Merthyr Tydfil) Trevithick tried his loco- 
motive engine on a tramroad. Whether it was before or after 
"our first engine*' was made that Steel went to Wales I 
cannot say. These were the primitive days of steam. The 
appliances and facilities of the present day were then un- 
known. Everything was comparatively rude ; the boiler was 
of cast iron. Well do I remember "Tommy Waters,'* who 
had a small foundry on the Pipewellgate slope, behind the 
"Blue Bell," in Bridge Street, and who was employed, under 
Trevithick's patent, to make a locomotive engine for Mr. 
Blackett, between forty and fifty years ago. Tommy's steam- 
engines wouldn't always go; and When they were obstinate, 
he would take hold of the lever of the safety-valve, and de- 
clare, in his desperation, " that either she or he should go ! " 
Poor Steel ! both he and the engine went in France — as you 
stated in your columns of last week.' " * 

* From the * Mining Journal,' Saturday, October 2nd, 1868. 
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Trevithick's letters show how readily he taught un- 
trained men in numerous small mechanical workshops 
to construct his engines ; for certainly Tommy Waters* 
locomotive with a cast-iron boiler was a copy, though a 
bad one, of that made by Trevithick in Wales. 

** Locomotive and Cabriage Depaeticent, 
" Engineer's Office, Swindon, 

" My dear Sir, " 19*^ ^prU, 1870. 

" I am in receipt of your letter as to the engine sent to 
Wilam in 1804, and have, as your son has informed you, a 
drawing of it, from which I will have a tracing made and sent 
to you. I got this drawing made from a tracing which was lent 
to me by one of my brothers, who resides in Sunderland, and 
I understood from liirn that the engine itself was in existence 
up to a few years ago, and that it was driving a fan at a foundry 
either in Newcastle or Gateshead ; but in order that I may be 
able to give you more accurate information, I will endeavour 
to get the particulars of the engine, dates, &c., and will then 
write you again. 

** I am, my dear Sir, 

" Yours truly, 

"Joseph Armstrong. 
" F. Trevithick, Esq.'' 

" Dear Sir, " Sunderland, 3£ay 10th, 1870. 

"By this post I have forwarded a tracing of the old 
locomotive for Mr. Trevithick, and likewise some copies of an 
extract from the 'Gateshead Observer.' They would have 
been sent ere now, but I have had some difficulty in procuring 
an original from which io get a tracing, and have also spent 
time in hunting up this extract, and having it reprinted. 

" Yours tnily, 

"John Armstrong. 

" Per John Heminq. 
" Joseph Armstrong, Esq., SunndonT 
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In Plate V., a is a steam-cylinder 7 inches diameter, 
3-feet stroke, fixed in the boiler ; 6, piston-rod ; c, cross- 
head ; rf, guides ; By stay ; /, connecting rod ; ^, crank ; 
h, driving axle ; 2, fly-wheel ; j^ gear-wheels ; k, four 
driving wheels, 3 feet 1 inch diameter, 4 feet 8i inches 
from centre to centre ; Z, four-way cock ; m, lever for 
working cock ; n, plug-rod ; o, cylindrical wrought-iron 
boiler, 4 feet diameter, 6 feet 6 inches long ; jt?, fire- 
grate; y, return fire -tube of wrought iron, 2 feet 

3 inches diameter at the fire-door end, 1 foot diameter 
at the chimney end ; r, chimney ; 5, fire-door ; t, rail- 
way of longitudinal timbers, 3i inches wide, 4i inches 
deep ; w, cross-sleepers, 4i inches wide, 3i inches deep ; 
1 foot li inch apart ; gauge between wood rails, 

4 feet 10 inches ; weight of engine in working order, 
4i tons. 

Our First Locomotivk 
From the * Qateshead Observer' 

'*The engine erected by Mr. Trevithick had one cylinder 
only, with a fly-wheel to secure a rotatory motion in the crank 
at the end of each stroke. An engine of this kind was sent 
to the North, for Mr. Blackett of Wylam, but was, for some 
cause or other, never used upon his railroad, but was applied 
to blow a cupola at an iron foundry in Newcastle. — Nicholas 
Wood * On Railroads ' (tbii-d edition, page 281). 

" Mr. Blackett was the first colliery owner in the North who 
took an interest in the locomotive engine. He went so far as 
to order one direct from Trevithick, to work his waggon-way, 
about the year 1811. The engine came down to Newcastle; 
but for some reason or other (perhaps because of the imperfect 
construction of the waggon-way as compared with the weight of 
the engine) it was never put upon the road. Mr. Blackett 
eventually sold it to a Mr. Whinfield, of Gateshead, by whom it 
was employed for many years in blowing the cupola of his iron 
foundry. — Smiles* * Life of Stephevison ' (first edition, page 74). 
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" The story told by Mr. Wood and Mr. Smiles, with some 
little yariation in their versions, has been current on the Tyne 
for a number of years ; and it was not till lately that we were 
led to doubt its accuracy. 

** Mr. Eobert Wylie, an iron-founder in the Close, Newcastle, 
hflving seen a reference, in the 'Gateshead Observer,' to a 
locomotive engine having been sent to Mr. Blackett by Mr. 
Trevithick, and afterwards sold to Mr. Whinfield, called upon 
us with a correction of the statement He served his appren- 
ticeship with Mr. Whinfield in Pipewellgate, where * Price's 
Glass Works ' now stand, and remembers the engine. It was 
made prior to his time, but he can positively say, from what 
he learned on the spot, that it did not come from Trevithick, 
or from any other person ; it was manufactured on the pre- 
mises, about the year 1 804, by Mr. Whinfield — the engineer of 
the works being John Steel, a man with a wooden leg (sub- 
sequently blown up, by the explosion of an engine in France, 
and killed). So far Mr. Wylie. 

"John TurnbuU, of Eighton Banks, aged 80, whom we 
afterwards made out, informed us that he, too, served his 
apprenticeship with Mr. Whinfield. He was older than usual 
when he was bound— ^* turned of 16' — and it was some time 
in the present century before he closed his apprenticeship — 
he could not say when, his memory being now defective ; but 
he perfectly remembered the making of the locomotive engine 
for Mr. Blackett. It was all made at his master's. The 
engineer was John Steel, who was regularly employed at 
the works, * and a very clever feUow.' When she was finished, 
a temporary way was laid down in the works, *to let the 
quality see her nin.' There were several gentlemen present, 
and she ran backwards and forwards quite well. Mr. Blackett, 
however, did not take her; — * there was some disagreemency 
between him and the master, and she never left the works, 
but was used in the foundry as a fixed engine, to blow the iron 
down.' He (TurnbuU) left Mr. Whinfield when his time was 
out, and the engine was made long before he left. 

" TurnbuU's statement, if correct as to his age, &c., would 
carry back the date of the manufacture of the engine beyond 
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1804 — which, we have reasou to believe, was about the year ; 
and we therefore asked him if he could refer us to any other 
living witness. He at once named John Henderson, a fellow- 
apprentice, still working as a founder at Messrs. Hawks and 
Crawshay's, the Gateshead Iron Works. Henderson we found 
at his work — a hale, intelligent man of 70 — with all his facul- 
ties in full vigour. He was unusually young (he said) when he 
went to trade. He could not give the date, but he would be 
about twelve years old. He remembered the engine. It was 
made at the works long before he was out of his time, when 
he and TumbuU were apprentices together; and John Steel 
was the engineer. 

" Thus, then, we have the evidence of more than one living 
witness, that the engine made for Mr. Blackett, and afterwards 
used as a fixed engine, was not ^ sent to the North,' but was of 
Gateshead manufacture. 

** We have also other evidence. The plans are still extant. 
They are the property of Mr. Smith, of the Gateshead Park 
Iron Works (Messrs. Abbot and Co.'s), and have been placed in 
our hands by Mr. Wylie. They comprise : — 1. Well-executed 
perspective views of the engine from various points. 2. 'Draw- 
ing of waggon-engine, October 3, 1804.' 3. 'Eegulating and 
throttle cocks for engine. No. 1, September 17, 1804.' She 
had friction^ (not cogged) wheels, and was driven by spur-gear, 
working with a three-way cock, instead of a slide. 

" Our case, we think, is now complete. It was in Gateshead, 
without doubt, that the first locomotive engine was planned 
and made; — the date being 1804 — (the year in which Tre- 
vithick was trying his engine in Merthyr Tydfil) — the 
engineer, John Steel, and the manufacturer, John Whinfield. 

" Can any correspondent supply us with facts in corroboration 
or correction of our statements? If so, we shall be much 
obliged by the kindness." 

Grateshead may claim to have had a Land in putting 
together a Newcastle locomotive, and also in hiding 
the usefulness of Trevithick's high-pressure locomotive 
engine, then a reality of four or five years' standing ; 
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but his foreman, John Steel, who had worked on the 
Welsh locomotive, superintended its erection. The late 
Mrs. Trevithick said " about the time her husband was 
occupied with the engines in Wales, he went several 
times to Newcastle.^ John Steel, whom she found as 
foreman in the workshops in London in 1808, was a 
Newcastle man, with a wooden leg." 

Trevithiok's beautifully-designed Newcastle locomo- 
tive was perfectly manageable in Whinfield's small, 
cramped yard, on a temporary railway. The North- 
countrymen came in crowds to examine and see it work 
in the presence " of the quality of Newcastle," probably 
including Mr. Blackett of the Wylam Colliery, for 
whom the locomotive was made, and his agent, Mr. 
Hedley, who five or six years afterwards patented a very 
similar one. Mr. Wood and George Stephenson, with 
Mr. Wilson, the engineer, and Timothy Hackworth, then 
a blacksmith, working for Mr. Blackett, afterwards the 
engineer on the Stockton and Darlington Railway, and 
maker of the * Sanspareil ' locomotive that, a quarter of 
a century later, competed on the Liverpool and Man- 
chester Railway. 

Robert Hawthorne, then residing near Newcastle, 
who had employed Greorge Stephenson as engine-boy at 
Callerton, was also probably one of the lookers-on ; and 
a few years afterwards the two great engineering and 
locomotive-building establishments in Newcastle, known 
as Hawthorne's and Stephenson's, began to grow into 
importance. 

The Newcastle drawing shows that Trevithick had 
made the detail of his locomotive engine fully known 
to the engineers of Newcastle in 1804, for it illus- 



* See Trevithick's letter, 23rd September, 1804, chap. xvii. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TRAM AND RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 189 

trates that sent to Blackett's Wylam waggon-way ; and 
its form and date agree with Mr. Wilson*s Memorandum 
of having seen the locomotive at Newcastle, in May, 
1805, when Trevithick paid his second or third visit 
to superintend its use on the railway. Nicholas Wood 
says, " an engine of this kind was sent to the North for 
Mr. Blackett." Had it been constructed in Newcastle, 
he would probably have mentioned it. 

John Henderson, working for Messrs. Hawks and 
Crawshay, at the Gateshead Iron Works, recollected an 
engine. Crawshay, the Welsh ironmaster, and user of 
Trevithick's engines, and Homfray, his friend, also a 
large ironmaster, certainly informed Crawshay of New- 
castle, and Blackett, of all that was doing at Merthyr 
Tydfil. Steel, a Newcastle mechanic, was chosen to 
learn under Trevithick in Wales, that he might become 
an agent in superintending the use of the high-pres- 
sure engine and locomotive in the iron and coal works 
of the North of England. 

The Newcastle locomotive was a smaller but a better 
engine than the one that had worked so well in Wales ; 
its boiler was wholly of wrought iron. The four driving 
wheels were constructed to run on rails in place of tram- 
plates. The cylinder was reduced to a diameter of 7 
inches, and its stroke to 3 feet. The gross weight was 
reduced to 4J tons. 

The men of the North must know why that loco- 
motive, seen by so many, was not allowed to work on 
the railway and scarcely to be spoken of in public, 
though it remained in work as a stationary engine 
almost up to the present time. The not showing the 
blast-pipe in former drawings nor in this drawing, and 
the strange perversion of facts bearing on its introduc- 
tion, are among the mysteries of locomotive history. 
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In 1854 the writer revisited the Welsh works to 
inquire more particularly about the blaslrpipe. Mr, 
Ellis's relative, while standing in one of Mr. Homfray's 
Tredegar workshops, remarked that pieces of Trevi- 
thick's early engines had remained for many years in 
the old scrap-heap, in the corner of the shop ; on turn- 
ing over the surface pieces, and directing Mr. Ellis's 
attention to one in particular, he replied, " That is 
Trevithick's first blast-pipe, or a copy of it." In shape 
and size it was just like the blast-pipe then in use, 
except that Trevithick's had a casing pipe for heating 
the feed-water. 

Smiles thus describes the invention : — 

" The locomotive might have been condemned as useless had 
not Mr. Stephenson at this juncture applied the steam-blast, and 
thus at once doubled the power of the engine. 

*' Although Trevithick, in the engine constructed by him in 
1804, allowed the waste steam to escape into the chimney, there 
was no object in the arrangement beyond getting rid of a nuisance. 

"It is remarkable that a man so ingenious as Trevithick 
should not have discerned its advantages ; but it is clear that 
he could not have done so, for as late as 1815, after George 
Stephenson had discovered and successfully adopted the steam- 
blast, Trevithick took out a patent, the principal object of 
which was to * produce a current of air, in the manner of a 
winnowing machine, to blow the fire.'" * 

Trevithick's patent in 1815 was for an engine so 
constructed that the waste steam could not possibly be 
used as blast, and therefore he was obliged in that 
particular engine to omit the blast-pipe, but this did 
not annul his former acts.^ 

Groldsworthy Grurney® .saw Trevithick's locomotive 

* * Life of George Stephenson,' by ' * Mr. Goldsworthy Gurney's ao- 
Smiles. i count of the invention of the steam 

' See patent, chap. xvi. ! jet or blast, published 1859. 
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in Cornwall and in Wales, admits the use of the blast- 
pipe by Trevi thick, and yet claims for himself the credit 
of the invention. 

The last sentences in his pamphlet state, " Mr. Smiles 
has been sadly misinformed as to the invention of the 
steam-jet, and also with regard to the locomotive 
engine. All the facts on record, and the testimony of 
living witnesses, show that Mr. Richard Trevithick 
wss the inventor of the locomotive engine; and that 
Mr. Groldsworthy Grurney was the inventor of the 
steam-jet.'* 

But those sentences were preceded by the follow- 
ing:— 

'* Mr. Gumey saw Trevithick's first steam-carriage in 1801, 
and all his experiments on locomotion ; and remembers, too, 
the contemptuous way in which he was treated by the engineers 
of the day. His views were described as * wild theories,' and 
his plans ridiculed. Mr. Davies Gilbert, however, thought differ- 
ently. He aided Trevithick in his calculations, and encouraged 
him to go on, and Kichard Trevithick became the inventor of 
the locomotive as well as of the high-pressure engine. 

" The eduction-pipe at this time entered the chimney half- 
way up the funnel, and Trevithick, in order that the vapour 
might more effectually meet and mix with, the hot air coming 
from the furnace, turned it downwards. This did not succeed^ 
CIS may he supposed. The pipe was then turned upwards, as the 
most ready way for its escape. Thus the waste steam from the 
engine was thrown upwards into the chimney by Trevithick in 
1804, long before any other person was engaged in the subject, 
exactly in the same way as was afterwards done by all who 
followed him. 

"Many modifications, but very few improvenjents, if any, 
were made on Trevithick's engine for many years during his 
absence in Peru." 

From the close of 1801 to May of 1805 Trevithick 
constructed two Camborne and one London common 
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road locomotives, a Coalbrookdale engine suitable for a 
railway, a Welsh tramroad-engine, and a Newcastle-on- 
Tyne railway-engine, all having a blast-pipe. 

Locomotive history now makes a jump of three years, 
when, in 1808, Trevithick constructed, not only a loco- 
motive engine, but also a railway, that the London 
public might see with their own eyes what the new 
high-pressure steam-engine could efiect, and how greatly 
superior a railway was to a common road for locomotion. 

" Thames Archway, Rotherhithe, 
" Mr. Giddy, " July 28, 1808. 

** Sir, — I have yours of the 24th, and intend to put the- 
inscription on the engine which you sent to me. 

*' About four or five days ago I tried the engine, which worked 
exceedingly well; but the ground was very soft, and the engine 
(about 8 tons) sank the timber under the rails, and broke a 
great number of them. I have now taken up the whole of the 
timber and iron, and have laid balk of from 12 to 14 inches 
square down on the ground, and have nearly all the road laid 
again, which now appears very firm. We prove every part as 
we lay it down, by running the engine over it by hand. I hope 
it will all be complete by the end of this week. The tunnel 
is at a stand. 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithicij^" 

The sister of Davies G-ilbert named this engine 
' Catch-me-who-can,' and her Memorandum **My ride 
with Trevithick, in the year 1808, in an open carriage, 
propelled by the steam-engine, of which the enclosed 
is a print, took place on a waste piece, now Torrington 
Square," ^ enclosed an engraving of the engine on 
Trevithick's visiting cards. 

' Mora, of Mrs. Oiiilraard, IROR. 
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The wonderful simplicity of this engine exceeds that 
of the Newcastle locomotive ; Trevithick in those early 
days knew that the 
friction of one pair ^ 

of driving wheels was 
suflScient for his work, 
enabling him to do 
away with the gear 
coupling wheels of his 
earlier locomotives, 
and also that the puffs 
of the steam-blast had 
so increased the quan- 
tity of steam given 
by the boiler, that a 

damper in the chimney mb. richard trbvithick's * catch-kk-whokjah/ i aos. 
was necessary. 

The following interesting account was given by an 
engineer well known in his day. 

Mr. Trevithiclcs New Boad Experiments in 1808. 
"Sir, 

" Observing that it is stated in your last number (No. 
1232, dated the 20th instant, page 269), under the head of 
* Twenty-one Years' Eetrospect of the Railway System,' that the 
greatest speed of Trevithick's engine was five miles an hour, 
I think it due to the memory of that extraordinary man to 
declare that about the year 1808 he laid down a circular 
railway in a field adjoining the New Boad, near or at the spot 
now forming the southern half of Euston Square; that he 
placed a locomotive engine, weighing about 10 tons, on that 
railway — on which I rode, with my watch in hand — at the 
rate of twelve miles an hour ; that Mr. Trevithick then gave 
his opinion that it would go twenty miles an hour, or more, on a 
straight railway ; that the engine was exhibited at one shilling 
admittance, including a ride for the few who were not too timid; 
VOL. I. 
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that it ran for some weeks, when a rail broke and occasioned 
the engine to fly ofif in a tangent and overturn, the ground 
being very soft at the time. 



'J'llEVITIirCK'» IX)NI>ON RAILWAY AND LOCOMOTIVE OF 1808. [W. J. Wclch.] 

" Mr. Trevithick having expended all his means in erecting 
the works and enclosure, and the shillings not having come in 
fast enough to pay current expenses, tlie engine was not again 
set on the rail. 

" I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

** John Isaac Hawkins, 

" Civil Engineer, London.'* * 



' Mechanics' Magazine/ 27tli March, 1847. 
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On this experiment Mr. Albinus Martin gives the 
following : — 

" I am sorry to be unable to give you any useful information 
about the engine exhibited in London more tlian half a century 
ago. I cannot even fix the time; but from comparison with 
other dates, it could not have been in 1803. William Rastrick 
was resident engineer on the works of the driftway under the 
Thames, and ha was very kind to me as a boy. I think it must 
have been to him that I was indebted for a sight of the engine 
exhibited, for I know I got in without payment, and felt myself 
thereby recognized as belonging to the craft. The place was 
at the rear of what were then florists' or nursery gardens, in the 
New Eoad, very near if not on the site of the North-Westem 
Railway Station. 

*• There was a circular railway of about — I can't tell the 
gauge or the diameter — but perhaps a hundred feet. The 
engine itself was to me an entire novelty, but not differing in 
general appearance from that on the Merihyr tramroad, and of 
which an engraving has been published. 

"The space in which this circular railroad was enclosed was 
surrounded by a fence, made of close-fitting 12 or 15 feet deals. 
When I saw it the engine was out of steam, and there were no 
spectators. Trevithick was not there, nor can I recollect who 
was. 

"From my recollection of events it was about 1806."^ 

This London railway of 1808 was near Euston Square, 
and the site of the present London and North- Western 
Railway Station, and on it the public were carried at 
twelve or fifteen miles an hour around curves of 60 or 
100 feet radius. 

At the end of September, 1808, Mr. Homfray wrote 
to a friend in London, " I wish you likewise to say if 
there is anything in the report of the Racing Engine 
being carried into eflfect, and if so at what time, and the 



* Extract from letter of Mr. Albinus Martin, in 1868. 

o 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



196 TRAM AND RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 

particulars of the bet, &c,, as if it is to take place, I 
shall be very much inclined to see it." 

Trevithick's note of 28th July said that four or five 
days before he had run very welL This railway experi- 
ment, therefore, must have been in operation more or 
less for two or three months, and during that time his 
occupations at the Thames Driftway brought numerous 
engineers around him,^ and amongst tBem, Messrs. 
Stobart and Buddie, from the North, interested in coal 
works. 

** In the year 1805 the late Mr. William Hedley was appointed 
mining engineer at Wylam Colliery. At that time a railway, 
five miles in length, communicated with a depot on the river 
Tyne. The railway was a wooden one, subject to great undula- 
tions. It was worked by the old method, one horse being em- 
ployed for each waggon. But about the year 1808 the wooden 
rails were taken up and cast-iron plate-rails substituted. 

"Mr. Blackett, in the year 1809, wrote to the celebrated 
Trevithick on the subject of au engine; his reply stated that 
he was engaged in other pursuits, and having declined the 
business, he could render no assistance."^ 

It was at this period that the Thames Driftway failed, 
and patent law proceedings and bankruptcy, and ill- 
health drove Trevithick from London, and for a time 
from active life ; but not until after he had achieved 
the great work of conveying the liondon public on a 
railway constructed of longitudinal timbers supporting 
a rail of iron. A passenger-carriage ran for hire, drawn 
by a locomotive engine on four wheels, two of them 
being driving wheels made to revolve by crank-pins in 
their spokes. The waste-steam pipe from the cylinder 
to the chimney gave its puffs as in the present day. 



^ See chap. xii. 

« * Who Invented the Locomotive ?' by 0. D. Hedley, published 1868. 
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The cylinder, instead of being horizontal as in the two 
former railway-engines, was now again vertical, as in 
the first Camborne common road engine; its weight 
was 8 or 10 tons. 

Mr. Bendy, who had before worked for Trevithick, 
says, " The engine used in the dredger^ was of the same 
size as that fixed in London to run round the circle at 
the speed of fourteen or fifteen miles an hour — the 
cylinder was 14^ inches in diameter, with a stroke of 
4 feet."^ The * Catch-me-who-can,' or * Racing Steam- 
Horse,' was to run against a flesh-and-blood race-horse 
for a fair day's work, the one performing the greatest 
number of miles to be the winner. Probably the diffi- 
culty of settling preliminaries caused the contest to be 
deferred and forgotten ; for there is no record of the 
race having been run. 

Mr. Bendy, who worked as a foreman mechanic on 
Trevithick's dredger-engine of 1803, and was a spec- 
tator, if not an assistant, in the railway experiment in 
1808, says the two engines were alike, and this link 
gives an accurate knowledge of the detail of the 
engines; remove the fly-wheel and crank-shaft from 
the drawing of the dredger-engine, attach the two side 
rods to crank-pins in two driving wheels, place a 
damper in the chinaney, and we have the counterpart of 
the locomotive on Trevithick's card of 1808. 

In 1870 the writer saw in a foundry at Bridgenorth, 
where those engines were made, one of the original 
cross-head guide-rods, precisely as shown at K K. 

The drawing of the dredger in Rees' * Cyclopaedia ' 
was by Mr. J. Farey. The detail description, omitted 
by him, is supplied by the writer. 



^ See drawing of dredger-engine, chap. xi. 
* See Mr.* Bendy 's letter, chap. xi. 
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TrEVITHICK's DREDOBB-EKGIKK of 1803, AKD ]X)COMOTIVK OF 1808. 

D, steam-cylinder. 14 In. diameter. 4-n. stroke, fixed in the boiler; N, piston-rod; I. cross-lMad; 
K, gnides ; E. stay ; L, connecting rods ; 0, crank ; Q, driving axle and gear-wheel ; M, fly-wlieel ; 
/, four-way cock ; m, lever for working cock ; P, plug-rod ; A. cylindrical cast-iron boiler, 4 fu 
10 in. diameter. 8 fu long; B, fire- grate; C, return fire-lube of wrought iron, 2 ft diameter at the 
fire-door, and 1 ft. 2 in. at the chimney end ; T, chimney ; weight of engine in working order, 8 or 
10 tons; Z, hole for cleaning fire-tube; Y, hole for cleaning bottom of boiler; n, safety-valve; 
V, safety-valve lever ; p, safety-valve weight ; i, escape-steam pipe, or fped-heating pipe ; i, feed-pipe ; 
r, rod working feed-pump; S, lever working feed-pump. 
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The following description from Rees was probably 
written by Robison or Farey, both of them intimately 
connected with Watt : — 

" The high-pressure engines at present in use were introduced 
by Mr. Trevithick, in conjunction with Mr. Vivian, who obtained 
a patent for the same in 1802 ; this was principally for their 
application of the engine to the purpose of driving of carriages 
upon railroads. This engine containing no material parts which 
are not used in other engines, and before described, it may be 
explained without a drawing. The boiler consists of a large 
cylinder of cast iron, made very strong, with a flanch at one of 
its ends to screw on the end or cover, which h8is the requisite 
openings for the fire-door, the man-holp, the exit for the smoke, 
and the gauge-cocks. 

" The fire is contained within the boiler, in a cylindrical tube of 
wrought iron, which is surrounded with water on all sides, in the 
same manner as the fire in Mr. Smeaton's portable engines ; but 
there is a little difference in the application : one end of this tube 
is flanched to the end or cover of the boiler, and is divided into 
two parts by having the fire-grate extended across it ; the tube 
extends nearly to the end of the boiler, where it is reduced in 
size, then doubles, and returns back in a direction parallel to 
the first tube or fire-place to form the flue or chimney. On one 
side of the cylinder, just above the flanch which fixes it into the 
boiler, and beneath the top flanch, which fastens down its lid, is 
a protuberance of cast iron, to contain the four passages and the 
cock (one passage rises directly from the boiler and brings 
steam to the cock at one side, to be distributed either to the top 
or bottom of the cylinder, according to the position in which 
the cock stands). The boiler is supplied with water as fast as 
it evaporates, by means of a small force-pump worked by the 
engine ; but as it would be a great loss of heat to inject cold 
water at once into the boiler, it is first rendered nearly or quite 
boiling by a very simple contrivance. The waste-pipe, which 
conveys the steam away from the cylinder after having per- 
formed its office, is enclosed within an external pipe or jacket 
leaving a space of about an inch all round ; through this space 
the cold water is forced to enter at one end by the small force- 
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pump, and the boiler is supplied with water by a branch from its 
other extremity. The velocity of the engine is regulated, or its 
motion can be entirely stopped if required, by a cock situated 
in the first passage from the boiler to the four-passaged cock. 

"Several very terrible accidents have occurred from the 
bursting of high-pressure boilers, either from their being made 
too weak to resist the force they are intended to bear, or from 
some mismanagement, as loading the safety-valve too much. 
Some years ago an engine that was employed to drain water 
from the tide mills while building between Woolwich and 
Greenwich, was blown up by overloading the safety-valve, when 
• several people were killed." 

This description, published in 1819, shows that up to 
that time Trevithick's patent engine of 1802 was looked 
on as especially suitable for driving carriages on rail- 
ways, and though parts are spoken of as not new, no 
statement is made of who had used them before, ex- 
cept " a similarity to a boiler made by Smeaton with a 
little difference/* The several terrible accidents are 
not particularized, except that at Grreenwich, which was 
not caused by any defect in the engine or boiler, but by 
the fastening down of the safety-valve. The bias of 
the statement is evident, the exploded boiler having 
been a globular cast-iron boiler enclosed in brickwork, 
with external fire in contact with the cast iron, while 
the condemnation is applied to a cylindrical boiler with 
internal fire in a wrought-iron tube, proving the truth 
of Trevithick's statement made at the time, that Boulton 
and Watt had made false reports on the explosion.* The 
waste-steam blast-pipe is shown in connection with the 
chimney, but the writers in 1819 seem not to have 
comprehended its value, though it had been in operation 
for eighteen years. 

' See Trevithick's letter, October 1st, 1803, chap. xx. 
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The compactness, perfection, and beautiful simplicity 
of Trevithick's engines of sixty-five years past are by 
this drawing made manifest to engineers of the pre- 
sent day, while the written description makes it equally 
evident that it was incorrectly spoken of. 

An important evidence of the rapid advance of loco- 
motive mechanism under Trevithick's guidance is in 
the use of but two driving wheels in the 1808 loco- 
motive, while former ones had four wheels coupled to- 
gether, making them all drivers. In all probability 
Mr. Blackett and Mr. Hedley, his agent, rode on this 
engine, for they were at that time in frequent communi- 
cation with Trevithick on the subject of .railways and 
locomotives, and yet failed to see the lesson so plainly 
taught, for shortly afterwards these two gentlemen 
patented the discovery of sufficient adhesion from 
smooth wheels. 

Mr. Hedley was appointed engineer of the Wylam 
Colliery about 1805, when Trevithick's locomotive was 
sent to Mr. Blackett, and was not ignorant of the suc- 
ceeding trials and improvements by Trevithick, for 
shortly after the public proof in 1808 of what could be 
done Mr. Blackett again solicited Trevithick's help, 
either by engines or drawings; yet in 1813 he patented 
the invention as his own. 

"To operate by mere friction or gravity had not as yet 
occurred to anyone, until the late William Hedley, Esq., 
viewer, who had the direction q{ Wylam Colliery, conceived 
the idea; and having satisfied himself by a variety of experi- 
ments with the waggon-way carriages, he took ont a patent for 
the invention, which bears date March 13th, 1813. 

** In 1814 Mr. George Stephenson, having given his attention 
to the subject, fitted up an engine at Killingworth Colliery." ^ 

^ * Who Invented the Locomotive ? ' by 0. D. Hedley, 1858. 
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This is strong evidence of the inability of the intel- 
ligent public of that day to comprehend Trevithick 
or his engines ; but it is still more strange that fifty 
years have failed to entirely remove the mist. Evi- 
dences had been given through the length and breadth 
of England of the suflBciency of grip on common roads, 
on tram-plates, and on rails. Many years afterwards 
Dr. Lardner, in a lecture on the locomotive, spoke of 
George Stephenson as " the father of the locomotive 
engine." Mr. Hedley wrote the following letter in 
refutation of Lardner's statement : — 

« Sir, " Shield Row, December 10, 1836. 

** I respectfully beg to call your attention to the follow- 
ing circumstances connected with the establishment of the loco- 
motive engine in this district : — 

**In October, 1812, I had the direction of Wylam Colliery. 
At that period I was requested by the proprietor (the late Mr. 
Blackett) to undertake the construction of a locomotive engine. 
The celebrated Trevithick had previously been applied to for one; 
in reply, he stated that he had declined the business. Amongst 
the many obstacles to locomotion at that period was the idea 
entertained by practical men, and which was acted upon, viz. 
that an engine would only draw after it, on a level road, a 
weight equal to its own. 

"Mr. Blenkinsop, in 1811, effected the locomotion by a 
toothed or rack rail ; in December, 1812, W. and E. Chapman, 
by means of a chain ; and in May, 1813, Mr. Brunton, of 
Butterley, by movable legs. I was, however, forcibly impressed 
with the idea, and which was strengthened hy soine small pre- 
liminary experiments, that the weight of an engine was sufficient 
for the purpose of enabhng it to draw a train of loaded waggons. 
An engine was then constructed, the boiler was of cast iron, 
the tube containing the fire went longitudinally through the 
boiler into the chimney. The engine had one cyhnder and a 
fly-wheel : it went badly, the obvious defect being want of 
steam. Another engine was then constructed, the boiler was 
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of malleable iron ; the tube containing the fire was enlarged, 
and, in place of passing directly through the boiler into the 
chimney, it was made to return again through the boiler into 
the chimney, now at the same end of the boiler as the fire-place. 
This was a most important improvement.. The engine wm 
placed upon four wheels, and went well. A short time after it 
commenced, it regularly drew eight loaded coal-waggons after 
it, at the rate of from four to five miles per hour, on Wylam 
Bailroad, which was in a very bad state; in addition to this, 
there was a great rise in the direction of the load in some parts 
of it; the road itself was of that kind termed the plate-rail. 

** In conclusion, I beg to say that I am the individual who 
established the principle of locomotion by the friction or adhe- 
sion of the wheels upon the rails ; and, further, that it was the 
engines on the Wylam Railroad that established the character 
of the locomotive engine in this district, 

" I trust you will see the propriety in your future lectures of 
not designating Mr. Stephenson the * father of the locomotive 
engine.' 

" I beg to subscribe myself, Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

** William Hedley.^ 

** Db. Lardner, Newcastle,'' 

About ten years after the date of Mr, Hedley's 
letter, at the opening of the Trent Valley Railway, Sir 
Robert Peel, then Prime Minister, proposed the health 
of G-eorge Stephenson, as the " father of the locomotive 
engine." Mr. Stephenson, in reply, swallowed to him- 
self the whole compliment, causing the writer to leave 
his seat with the intention of putting in a claim for the 
memory of Trevithick ; the late Mr. Thomas Brassey 
noticed the intention and pointed out its inconvenience 
at a convivial meeting. 

Mr. Hedley's letter, while it shows the injustice of 



' Who Invented the Locomotive ? ' by 0. D. Hedley, p. 35. 
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the patent laws, gives the strongest corroborative proof 
of Trevithick's prior claim as the inventor of the loco- 
motive. It states that in 1812 practical men believed 
that a locomotive on smooth wheels would only draw 
after it a weight equal to its own. Mr. Wilson wrote 
in 1805 that Trevithick's locomotive, weighing 4i tons, 
was to pull on the Wylam Railway lOi tons, at four 
miles an hour. This was a prudently-careful engage- 
ment on Trevithick's part, for he knew that his Welsh 
locomotive of 5 tons, on smooth wheels, had drawn 
24 tons, a load nearly five times its own weight. 

Mr. Hedley constructed a second locomotive, which, 
from his own account, was a closer copy of Trevithick's 
locomotive, having a wrought-iron boiler and return 
tube, upon four wheels, and drawing eight loaded coal- 
waggons, at the rate of from four to five miles an 
hour, on the Wylam Railroad: the engine had one 
cylinder and a fly-wheel. This description is very like 
that by Mr. Wilson, in 1805, of the locomotive sent by 
Trevithick to the Wylam Railway. At the time that 
Mr. Hedley was taking a patent for " the principle of 
locomotion by the friction or adhesion of the wheels 
upon the rails," Trevithick was writing of his patent 
engine, — " I am convinced to a certainty that the en- 
gine at Hayle will draw above 100 tons of stone from 
the quarries, and put them into the ship's hold, in one 
day."* And in the preceding year, — "I am now 
building a portable steam-whim on the same plan, to 
go itself from shaft to shaft. He may see this at work 
in a month, which will prove to him the advantage 
of a portable engine to travel from one plantation to 
another: the price complete is 105Z."* 

* See Trevithick's letter, 4th February, 1813, chap. xvii. 

* See Trevithick's letter, 10th March, 1812, chap. xvii. 
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It may never be known how many of Trevithick's 
locomotives really worked, or how many of them 
reached Newcastle. 

* Catch-me-who-can* proved the feasibility of steam 
locomotion on rails of iron resting on longitudinal 
timbers, and caused Mr. Blackett to write to Trevithick, 
soliciting another locomotive for the North. 

Smiles says : — 

*^ Mr. Blackett had taken up the wooden road in 1808, and 
laid down a plate-way of east iron ; he went so far as to order a 
locomotiYe direct from Trevithick to work his waggon-way, 
about the year 1811. 

^ While Mr. Blackett was thus experimenting and building 
locomotives at Wylam, George Stephenson was anxiously 
brooding over the same subject at Killingworth. 

'' Mr. Blackett's engines were working daily at Wylam, past 
the cottage in which he had been born. After mastering its 
arrangements and observing the working of the machine, he 
did not hesitate to declare to Jonathan Foster on the spot his 
firm conviction that he could make a much better engine than 
Trevithick. The steam-blast in the chimney was never pro- 
perly understood, tmtil George Stephenson, adopting it with a 
preconceived design and purpose, demonstrated its importance 
and value, as being in fact, the very life-blood of the locomotive 
engine."^ 

This account of the blast-pipe, and bungling attempt 
to copy Trevithick's locomotive, may go into the waste- 
paper basket, with the many other erroneous demon- 
strations on the same subject; but the lessons taught 
by comparing the slow progress of the locomotive in 
the North about 1813, when Stephenson took it in 
hand, up to the Liverpool and Manchester trials in 
1829, with what Trevithick had done, standing by him- 
self, between 1801 and 1813, are melancholy proofs of 

* See Smiles' * Life of George Stephenson*' pp. 74-^1. 
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the neglects individual genius has to submit to, and 
of the insurmountable difficulties placed in the path of 
progress by ignorance and self-interest. 

It has been said that Cugnot, as early as 1769, tried 
to make a low-pressure locomotive, but failed to accom- 
plish it ; and that Watt made a similar futile attempt 
fifteen years afterwards. 

Hebert says:^ — 

" From all the information that we can glean in tracing out 
the early history of locomotion, this remarkable circumstance 
constantly presents itself: that when Trevithick's carriages 
with smooth wheels were employed upon levels, or slightly- 
inclined planes, invidious comparisons with others having cogs 
were made against the former, because, as was asserted, they 
slipped, and could not ascend such acclivities as the latter; 
and this, notwithstanding Trevithick first suggested, by his 

* cross-grooves and fittings to railroads,' the very principle 
of the cogs, in a less objectionable form, and * all other appli- 
ances to boot,' of the engine and boiler, contained in the said 
locomotive I Thus Trevithick lost many orders, and they were 
given to those who adopted all the essentials of his plans, 
without acknowledgment, and employed them as the basis 
of their structures ; and when, after the lapse of years, it was 
found out by these gentlemen that smooth wheels had sufficient 

* bite ' of the rail in most circumstances, they made that fact 
appear to be their own discovery, notwithstanding it is stated 
in Trevithick's specification of 1802, and was confirmed by his 
practice ; which practice they at first condemned with one 
general voice ; and when at last they* were compelled to 
practise it also, they endeavoured to make it appear as vastly 
superior to Trevithick's mode of surrounding his wheels * with 
heads of nails, bolts, and claws,' which he never used at aU I 
These ungenerous proceedings against the most eminent 
mechanic of his time, appear to have been going on un- 
checked from 1802 up to the present time — 1836." 

* See Luke Hebert's practical treatise on * Railroads and Locomotion,' p. 30 ; 
published 1837. 
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The ' Penny Cyclopaedia' has the following : — 

" The possibility of applying the steam-engine to purposes 
of locomotion was conceived by several of its earliest improvers; 
and in 1784 a plan was suggested in one of the patents of 
Watt; but it does not appear that either he or any other 
inventor carried their ideas into practice until about 1802, 
when Messrs. Trevithick and Vivian patented a high-pressure 
engine, which, by its simplicity and compactness, was admirably 
adapted for locomotive purposes. Within a few years they 



a is the boiler, which is of a cylindrical form, with flat ends. The fire is oontained in a large Uxbn 
within, and (u one side of the boiler; one end of this is seen at b, and the form is indicated by dotted 
lines. Thift tube extends nearly to the opposite end of the boiler, and then being diminished in size, 
it is turned round and brought out to the chimney at c. The fire-tube is completely surrounded by 
the water, by which arrangement stesm is generated with Kteat rapidity, and of a high degree of elas- 
ticity. The steam-cylinder is placed vertically at d, being immersed nearly to the bottom of the 
builer, as 8ho^an by the dotted lines. The steam is admitted alternately above and below the piston, 
by means of a four-way oocic in a valve-box at the top of the cylinder, and the waste steam, after 
propelling the piston, passes by the ednctlon-pipe e into the chimney, where its emisaion causes a 
strong draught, llie upper end of the pb4on-rod Is attached to a cross-head/, whidi slides up and 
down on vertical guides, and fW>m the ends of which connecting rods gg descend to cramps fixed on 
axles of the fore wheels, which are thus caused to revolve, like the fly-wheel of a stationary engine : 
A is a safety-valve on the upper part of the boiler. The immersion of the worlcing cylinder in the 
boiler is happily contrived for compactness and economy of heat, and has been frequently imitated in 
subsequent engliieti. 

built several carriages, one of which, at least, was for use on 
a common road. In 1805 they made some interesting experi- 
ments with a machine similar to that represented by the 
annexed cuts, on a tramway near Merthyr Tydfil, and thereby 
proved the practicability of their plans. It is remarkable that, 
notwithstanding the extreme simplicity of this machine, it 
possessed almost all the essential arrangements of the modem 
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engines ; and the ideas of its inventors were so complete tliat 
subsequent engineers have had little to do beyond improving, 
and carrying into eflTect the suggestions of their specification. 

^'And the admirable arrangement of throwing the waste 
steam into the chimney, has been almost invariably followed ; 
as it afibrds a blast always proportionate to the speed of 
the engine, and the consequent demand for the evolution of 
steam. 

" A supplementary carriage followed the engine, to carry a 
supply of fuel and water, and a small force-pump, worked by 
the machine itself, maintained the requisite supply of water in 
the boiler. 

" Being otherwise occupied himself, he did not proceed with 
his locomotive experiments ; but many others entered the field, 
though they produced few useful contrivances that were not 
either used or suggested by him. 

"Mr. Blenkinsop in 1811 patented a locomotive engine, in 
which the power was applied to a large cogged wheel, the 
teeth of which entered a rack laid down beside the ordinary 
rails. Blenkinsop's engine was in other respects very similar 
to that of Trevithick ; but two cylinders and pistons were 
employed, working separate cranks at an angle of 90°, so that 
one was exerting its full force, while the other passed its dead 
point. 

** In 1825 the Stockton and Darlington Railway was opened. 

" As the Liverpool line approached completion, the directors 
took great pains to ascertain the best method of working it. 
They were soon convinced that horse-power was ineligible, as 
it was intended to aim at considerable velocity ; and the ex- 
pense of animal power when applied at a speed of eight or ten 
miles per hour is very great. It was not so easy to decide on 
the comparative merits of stationary and locomotive engines. 
Various suggestions were made for the application of fixed 
engines at intervals of a mile or two along the line, to draw 
trains by ropes from station to station ; but it was eventually 
determined to use locomotives, and to ofier a premium of 500Z. 
for the best to be produced, which would fulfil certain condi- 
tions, of which some were — that it sliould not emit smoke ; 
should draw three times its own weight at the rate of ten miles 
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per hour ; should be supported on springs ; not to exceed 6 tons 
in weight, or 4^ tons if oAly four wheels ; and should not cost 
more than 5501. The trial was fixed for October, 1829, when 
four locomotives were produced, one of which was withdrawn at 
the commencement of the experiment.*' 

This description of work performed by a locomotive 
at Merthyr Tydfil in 1805, may lead to the conclusion 
that the Welsh tramroad-engine of 1803 was not the 
only one worked in Wales about that time; but in 
the absence of suflScient identity, the writer views this 
drawing as showing the London railway locomotive of 
1808. The mention of several steam-carriages having 
been tried within a few years of 1802, one at least of 
which was on a common road, and one on a tramway, 
throwing the waste steam into the chinmey, thereby en- 
abling the boiler to give the required steam supply, is 
confirmatory of similar statements in Trevithick's letters. 
The fire-bridge shown in the fire-tube, and the statement 
that a tender was attached to the engine for carrying 
water and coke, are both omitted by other commen- 
tators ; yet we know that all Trevithick's locomotives 
had the fire-bridge, and if all had not tenders on 
their experimental trials they would of necessity have 
had them when in regular work. All the drawings 
of the early locomotives show the exhaust-steam pipe 
connected with the chimney, but none give the up- 
turned part; yet it must have been so, because the 
several locomotives could not have worked without 
an eflfective blast. The writer having built and worked 
numerous locomotives, ventures to make this statement, 
though in direct opposition to opinions written and ex- 
pressed by many. 

Though the outline of this locomotive is very like the 
1803 Dredger-engine, it evidently is not the same one ; 

VOL. I. p 
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for the Dredger has a taper tube in the boiler, while 
the locomotive has the bottle-neck tube, mth the fire- 
bridge placed* at some distance from the contracted 
part of the fire-tube, and supposing it allowed of the 
passage of a little air is very like modern patent smoke- 
burners. 

Mr. Rastrick's evidence on the Liverpool and Man- 
chester Railway Bill in 1825 mentions that a loco- 
motive was made for Trevithick in 1807 or 1808 at 
Hazeldine and Rastrick's works at Bridgenorth, and 
was in the latter year run on a circular railway in 
London. " It was stated that this engine was to run 
against a horse, and that whichever went a certain 
number of miles was to win." Probably the same 
engine is described in the * Penny Cyclopaedia ' as 
" generating steam with great rapidity and of a high 
degree of elasticity ; the waste steam, after propelling 
the piston, passes by the eduction-pipe into the chimney, 
where its emission causes a strong draught." 

A year or two prior to the all-England competition, 
in 1829, Trevithick had returned, after an eleven years' 
absence from his native country, to find that what he 
had performed on bad tramways with sharp curves and 
inclines twenty-five years before, it was thought unrea- 
sonable to expect on a carefully-made railway with easy 
curves and gradients. The Liverpool and Manchester 
directors seem to have been guided in their limit of work 
by Trevithick's 1803 engine, which took more than 
three times its own weight at a less speed ; but when 
light, moved at a greater speed. The weight of that 
engine was also their limit; while his 1808 engine 
was double the weight of the former, and took pas- 
sengers at twelve or fifteen miles an hour. Sketches 
of the 'Rocket' and the ' Sanspareil,' the two best 
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engines of 1829,^ show the latter to have been very 
like the * Cat<5h-me-who-can ' of 1808 ; while the former 
is more' like the Newcastle engine of 1804. Each 
of the 1829 locomotives had two cylinders. The 
* Rocket/ whose boiler was much improved by small 
tubes, averaged a speed of fourteen miles an hour, with 
10 or 11 tons of load, its greatest velocity being at the 
rate of twenty-four miles an hour, or double the speed 
required by the terms of the race. 



Ths 'Sakspabul,' bt Ms. Uacxwobth, 

1829. 



The • BocKKT,' bt Robbbt Stkpueksoh, 1829. 

It was Trevithick's high pressure that enabled the 
steam-engine to be used for such purposes, and even 
the improved tubular boiler enabling the * Rocket * to 
win the prize, had in principle been used and patented 
by him long before. 

His patent of 1802 recommends the use of two cylin- 
ders, and shows a boiler with three tubes. The difficulty 
of manufacture confined him in practice to one cylinder 

* See Luke Hebert * On Railways.' 

p 2 
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and two tubes, called the return tubes. But he patented 
in 1815 a boiler made of sinall tubes, and applied it in 
that or the following year to his screw-propeller engine. 
There was this diflference,— ^his patent shows the water 
in the small tubes with the fire around them; the 
* Rocket' had the fire through the tubes and the water 
around them. 

The reader will judge of the similarity of the loco- 
motives by Stephenson and Hackworth to Trevithick's 
earlier locomotives which they had seen. The * Novelty,' 
by Messrs. Braithwaite and Ericsson, one of the three 
best of the competing locomotives, in its outline was not 
so much like a copy of Trevithick's as the other two ; 
but a closer examination reveals the same family like- 
ness. It has been said that the drawings for the 
' Novelty ' were made by the late Mr. John Hosking, 
who had been a pupil of Captain Samuel Grrose when 
he erected Trevithick's engines in Cornwall, and while 
so engaged was also a fellow-draughtsman with the 
writer, and was afterwards employed in Stephenson's 
works at Newcastle. 

To Trevithick and his never-ceasing practical exer- 
tions, in Cornwall, London, Shropshire, South Wales, 
and in Newcastle- on -Tyne, are we indebted for the 
first practical and real evidences of steam locomotion. 
Yet though he had returned to his native country a 
year or two before those locomotive competitions on the 
Liverpool and Manchester Railway, he was not consulted 
by the competing engineers, all of whom may be said to 
have taken their first lessons from him. His labours for 
the locomotive had ceased, but for the general history 
of its further progress we may trace it for a few years 
under its modern name of outside-cylinder engine. 

In 1840 the directors of the Liverpool and Man- 
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Chester and Grand Junction Railways, ten years having 
elapsed since the public locomotive trials, with the 
assistance of George and Robert Stephenson, and 
Joseph Locke, came to the conclusion that a new and 
improved locomotive should be designed, on which, as 
far as possible, all succeeding ones should be built; 
this was shortly after the time that Robert Stephenson 
withdrew from direct interference on the Grand Junc- 
tion Railway, Joseph Locke having become the engi- 
neer-in-chief, whose report to the directors on the engine 
stock, written on the last day of 1839, states : — 

*' If a substantial improvement can be made, let it be applied 
to new engines, or to those already worn out which require to 
be renewed. This is a field suflSciently wide for the most 
inventive mind, without permitting it to range over the whole 
list of engines that are in daily use. In making this suggestion 
I know that it may be said that * there is an end to improve- 
ments;^ but so convinced am I of the folly and expense of 
perpetually altering the engines for the sake of some trifling 
gain, ttiat I would rather submit to this imputation than see 
those changes so often made. It would be well also to have in 
view the advantages of making as many parts of the different 
engines similar to each other as possible. To give you an 
illustration, I find that notwithstanding the great number of 
engines and tenders, there is sometimes a want of tenders, 
arising from the connecting pipes being of different sizes. I 
lately found an engine standing idle for the want of a valve to 
the pump, a small piece of brass not more than 3 lbs. in weight, 
and although there are ten engines of the same class on the 
line (with two pumps to each engine), there was not one dupli- 
cate valve on the establishment The enginemen should be 
under the locomotive superintendent, and should take their 
orders from him. In concluding this report I would take the 
liberty of pressing on your attention the necessity of preserving 
with the engines a more uniform rate of speed. All the improve- 
ments that experience has suggested, and will suggest, must 
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give way under the effect of overrunning. The only way of 
avoiding this expense is to make a stand at some given speed, I 
care not how high it is, so long as the present engines can do it." 

The writer was in communication vvith Mr. Locke 
prior to sending this report, and during the following 
seventeen years acted on the advice, though of neces- 
sity the strict ^letter had to be varied with the change 
of time and circumstance. 

Engines were constructed, weighing about 10 tons, 
with two outside cylinders, each 12 J inches in diameter, 
supported on six wheels, the two driving wheels being 

5 feet in diameter : the average load of a passenger- 
engine between Liverpool and Birmingham was ten 
carriages. 

In the following year the trains averaged twelve 
carriages : engines were made to suit the increased 
work by giving a cylinder of half an inch more in 
diameter. Again, in 1843 the trains increased to fifteen 
coaches ; another quarter of an inch was added to the 
diameter of the cylinder, demanding a little more boiler 
space, and a little more weight on the driving wheels, 
the more so as the writer was allowed to risk an increase 
of steam pressure from 50 to 60 lbs. on the inch, to 
meet the increased size of the driving wheels to 5 feet 

6 inches, that the speed might be increased. This 
improved locomotive had a 13J-inch cylinder, weighed 
12 tons, on six wheels, and would take a train of sixteen 
passenger-carriages between Birmingham and Liver- 
pool, with the precision of clockwork, at a speed, 
including stoppages, of thirty miles an hour. In 1844 
the driving wheels were again increased to 6 feet ; and 
in 1845, with increasing traflBc and speed, and to sur- 
mount the Lancaster and Carlisle sharp incline of 
1 in 75 for three or four miles, the cylinders were 
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increased to 14| inches diameter, 20-inch stroke, 6-feet 
driving wheels, and steam of 75 lbs. on the inch ; this 
engine was not much heavier, neither did it work with 
a higher pressure of steam than Trevitliick's London 
locomotive of 1808, which ran on sharper curves at 
fifteen or twenty miles an hour, worked by one outside 
cylinder 14^ inches in diameter, 4-feet stroke, and steam 
of 100 lbs. on the inch. Such was the slow progress 
of the locomotive engine. 

One of these good little engines of 1845 gave special 
proof of efficiency. About the year 1846, on a rainy, 
blowing, autumnal Saturday night, the writer was sum- 
moned, from nursing an influenza cold, to the railway 
station. Her Majesty, Prince Albert, and the rest of 
the Royal family, had unexpectedly arrived, and desired 
to be in London by ten the following morning. Con- 
tinued rain had caused the line to be unsafe, in places, 
except at comparatively slow speeds. Saturday night 
is proverbially a bad iime for finding people wanted in 
a hurry. Howevei:, at six the next morning, in dim 
light and blinding rain, the Royal train was in readi- 
ness, and Her Majesty punctual to the minute, when, 
after a little animated delay for the lady in waiting, 
a start was made, and the required speed of forty miles 
an hour steadily run, until a providential disobedience 
of orders by the pilot-engine man caused the steam to 
be instantly shut off, the brakes applied, and the speed 
reduced to one-half; fog signals exploded in close prox- 
imity to the danger ; red flags were hurriedly unfurled, 
and in a moment the engine rolled as a ship in a storm 
through an alarmed group of a hundred navvies, who, 
thiiiking it a quiet day, had raised the rails and sleepers 
a foot above their bed of soft clay, that a thick layer of 
ballast might be shovelled under them. For a quarter 
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of a mile did the precious freight pass safely over this 
bridge of rails supported on brickbats, the only injury 
being a bent driving axle and broken bearing-brasses, 
with which the engine kept time to the next relieving 
station, and then broke down. I believe it was in the 
same year that the writer, with one of the same engines, 
took Sir Robert Peel safely over the same railway, be- 
fore it was completed or open to the public, on his way 
from Tamworth Jo Liverpool to deliver his memorable 
speech on the Corn Laws. That class and size of out- 
side-cylinder engine remained in use for ten years, when 
in 1856 the growing demand for greater speed caused 
the driving wheels to be increased to 7 feet and the 
cylinder to 15 J inches in diameter, retaining the old 
stroke of 20 inches, but increasing the size of the boiler, 
using 150 tubes, and giving steam of increased pressure 
to 100 lbs. on the inch : the gross weight was 20 tons. 

Plates VI. and VII. show London und North- Western 
Railway outsfde-cylinder passenger locomotive, 1856. 

In 1867, a similar locomotive in the Paris Exhibition, 
from the French engineering works at Creuzot, was 
labelled Schneider's prize engine. An exceptional en- 
gine was built in 1847 to refute a dogma of the broad- 
gauge advocates that the narrow gauge had reached its 
limit of speed, because the driving wheels could not be 
safely increased in diameter. A narrow-gauge engine 
was therefore constructed by the writer with 8 feet 
6 inches driving wheels, being 6 inches more than the 
largest broad-gauge wheels. This engine still continues 
to run express trains, the only change being in a more 
modern boiler. It was sent to the London Exhibition of 
1851, and some years afterwards the late Mr. Fairbairn 
congratulated the writer on the medal awarded for it, 
and accounted for its non-presentation from the question 
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having arisen of whether the medal should be awarded 
to the Railway Secretary, whose name was officially 
attached, or to the designer, whose name was not offici- 
ally attached. 

Having slightly traced the outside-cylinder locomo- 
tive engine from its starting into life in Camborne in 
1801 through its chrysalis stages of common road, tram- 
road, and railway engine up to 1808, then through 
twenty years of restless sleep to the Liverpool and 
Manchester period of outburst into general usefulness 
in 1829, with the prize 'Rocket,' weighing 4J tons, on 
four wheels, having outside cylinders 8 inches diameter, 
18-inch stroke, 2 feet 7 inch driving wheels, twenty- 
five tubes in the boiler, giving steam of 50 lbs. on the 
inch. Then came during sixteen years a time of 
steady growth up to 1845, when it scarcely exceeded 
its weight, size of cylinder, or steam pressure of thirty- 
seven years before, while the improved form of 1856 is 
still in use* Shortly after the ' Rocket ' period, cranked- 
axle engines came into use on many railways, but as the 
Trevithick locomotives were all outside cylinders, that 
kind alone has been spoken of. 

The clear practical understanding of giving motion 
to a carriage by the friction or grip of its wheels on the 
road, and of the best construction of a road for such a 
carriage, was almost as slow in growth as that of the 
more complicated locomotive engine. In 1801 Trevithick 
and Da vies Grilbert tried experiments on the grip of a 
wheel on common roads ; ^ this was immediately followed 
by two or three years of comparatively successful expe- 
riments with common road locomotives. In 1802 Trevi- 
thick wrote, " The Dale Company have begun a carriage 



See Davies Gilbert's letter, April, 1889, chap, vii. 
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at their own cost for the railroads."^ In 1804 the trara- 
plate locomotive road was well tested in Wales. '^ I 
doubt not we could draw 40 tons at a time very well ; 
10 tons stand no chance at all with it. It runs up the 
tramroad of 2 inches in a yard, forty strokes per minute 
with the empty waggons."* In 1808 the London loco- 
motive on a railway passed around curves of 50 or 
100 feet radius, at fifteen miles per hour : such gradients 
and curves, manageable with Trevithick's locomotives, 
were thought impossible thirty or forty years after by 
engineers of ability. 

Tramways and railways for horse-draught were in 
use before Trevithick placed his locomotive on them, 
yet he took the improvement of the road in hand, for 
he says in 1808,^ " the ground was very soft, and the 
engine sank the timbers under the rails and broke a 
great number of them. I have now taken up the whole 
of the timber and iron, and have laid balk of from 12 to 
14 inches square down on the ground." This Trevi- 
thick's railway of 1808 is somewhat like the Great 
Western Railway of the present d^y. In 1838 the late 
Mr. Brunei gave the writer a sketch of the permanent 
way, desiring him to construct a piece of about half a 
mile in length near Wormwood Scrubs, as a sample of 
the intended form of construction for the Great Western 
Railway ; the timbers and rails of which remind one of 
those used thirty years before by Trevithick, except 
that Brunei attached his longitudinal timbers to piles 
and cross-timbers, which latter were after a short time 
removed. 

Practical men are too apt to leave facts unrecorded. 
Some twenty years ago, railway competition caused an 

* See Trevithick's letter, August 22nd, 1802, chap. ix. 

* See Trevithick's letter, February 20th, 1804, chap. ix. 
» See Trevithick's letter, July 28th, 1808, chap. ix. 
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increased speed in the express trains between London 
and the North. Frequent notes from the manager urged 
the locomotive superintendent to actively carry out the 
wishes of the directors. To do this, the superintendent 
stood by his engine and fire men on a journey south 
from Carlisle. At the Lancaster station, when the 
engineman tested the state of the bearings by a slight 
touch of the fingers, the leading axle-box caused them 
to emit a smell of burnt skin : buckets of cold water 
and some grease were hurriedly applied, and, at the 
guard's whistle, the train proceeded. Before many 
miles had been run, the sounds of grinding friction 
gave warning of danger, followed by spurts of blue 
and white flame, with fizzing sparks from the axle- 
box. Holding out a little longer would bring the 
train to the Preston station without loss of time, 
where another engine was in waiting; the fireman 
instinctively stood near his brake-handle ; the engine- 
man, with his hand on the steam-regulator, watched 
anxiously the course of events ; time had been kept ; 
the innocent passengers went on rejoicing; and the 
directors, almost as ignorant as the public, pursued 
their policy of hard running. The superintendent, on 
examining the engine, found that the bearing of the 
leading axle had been raised by friction to a welding 
heat, causing it to be wrenched from the axle, close to 
the shoulder or nave of the leading wheel; a small 
roundish knot, projecting from the shoulder, alone 
retained it in its place, while the torn-ofi* bearing was 
imbedded as a solid mass with the fused brass and iron 
of the axle-box. 

About that time, the broad and narrow gauge com- 
petition on the extension of the broad gauge to Chelten- 
ham, caused the Great Western Railway directors to 
travel from Paddington to Cheltenham and back in a 
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special train drawn by their new 8-feet wheel engine. 
The broad-gange superintendent invited a narrow-gauge 
superintendent to ride on the engine with him. On the 
journey to Cheltenham, on a glorious day, a rate of 
fifty-five miles an hour was run with comparative ease, 
sixty miles an hour with difficulty, and sixty-three miles 
an hour was the extreme limit. The dinner and speeches 
at Cheltenham were highly approved of, and the specials 
started on their rapid home journey. On rushing toward 
the West Drayton station, through blinding darkness, the 
broad-gauge superintendent hurriedly said, "What's 
that ? " and closed the steam-regulator. A brief reply 
caused it to be again opened, and a sound, as from 
compressed space, together with a momentary glimpse of 
station-lights, indicated that a station had been passed. 
On inquiry the next day, it appeared that on the approach 
of the special train, a truck was being removed from 
the main line to a siding ; as it cleared the points, the 
red signal was turned ofi*; at the instant it had been 
seen as a confused sensation by those on the flying engine, 
which in another thirty seconds of time thundered by 
within an inch of the truck pushed by the station-men, 
who gazed on the receding tail-lights as scared men 
reprieved from annihilation. 

Many such hairbreadth escapes could be told by those 
who live on locomotives, and their narration might have 
checked the headlong race for speed, even when railway 
accounts were jobbed to cover the growing wear and 
tear of permanent way and stock from the ever-increas- 
ing weight and speed of the engines ; fiot, as the public 
suppose, for their comfort in saving an hour in a day's 
travel, but rather that profit may be made by successful 
competition. There has been a departure from Tre^ 
vithick's story ; we must again seek him with his 
favourite high-pressures. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

PARTNERSHIP, AND EARLY HIGH-PRBSSURB BNaiNES. 

" Dear Sir, " Tredegar Works, June 22, 1854. 

** I enclose you a tracing of the old paddling engine we 
have here. I am sorry my young man could not get the motion 
complete, but as you have better draughtsmen you perhaps 
could get them to finish one from this. The centres of the 
parallel motion are all given, and the dimensions of the cog- 
wheels; there is no beam, only a cross-head, from which there 
is a connecting rod on each side of the cylinder, down to the 
crank of the driving wheel. The side beam of the parallel 
motion is a light casting. 

" Yours truly, 

" Thomas Ellis. 

" P. Trevithick, Esq." 

" About the year 1800 Mr. Trevithick came to Penydarran to 
erect a forge-engine for the company. I was at this time over- 
looking the engines at Penydarran. I assisted Mr. Trevithick 
in the erection of the forge-engine. When this engine was 
finished Mr. Trevithick commenced the construction of a loco- 
motive. She was used for bringing down metal from the 
furnaces to the old forge. After working for some time in this 
way, she took a journey of iron from Penydarran down the 
Basin Boad. On the journey she broke a great many of the 
tram-plates. After this she was used as a stationary engine, 
and worked in this way several years. The boiler was made of 
wrought iron, having a breeches tube ; the cylinder was about 
4| inches in diameter ; the steam pressure about 40 lbs. to the 
inch. The steam from the cylinder was discharged into the 
stack." ^ 

^ Recollections of Kees Joneg, see * Mining Journal,' October 2nd, 1858. 
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^•' Dear Sib, ** 26//* December, 1868. 

** The mill and puddling engine at Tredegar were made 
by Mr. Aubry and my father at Penydarran. There was another 
at Llanelthy, near Abergavenny, and several about the collieries. 
My father was employed in Penydarran from 1800, when Mr. 
Trevithick put up the puddling engine and a blast-engine : there 
was also a winding engine worked by old William Richards ; he 
continued to work it for forty years. 

" Yours truly, 

** Thomas Ellis. 

** F. I'bevithick, Esq. 

** P.S. — ^The Penydarran winding engine was taken down in 
1855 ; the Penydarran puddling engine in 1854 ; the Tredegar 
puddling engine in 1856."^ 

The variety and practical perfection of mechanical 
combinations in Trevithick's patent of 1802 are in some 
measure due to his having before that time proved their 
suitability. 

His Cornish high-pressure steam portable engines of 
1798 and 1799 were extended to South Wales, one 
of which was erected about 1800 or 1801, for giving 
motion to the large hanuner or rolls or other work in 
the puddling mill of Tredegar Iron Works ; remaining 
at work in 1854, when Mr. Ellis gave an outline 
description of it. 

Rees Jones, who worked as an engine-fitter at Peny- 
darran in 1794, says that Trevithick erected a forge- 
engine there about the year 1800, and having finished 
it, commenced his locomotive tramroad-engine. This 
latter having worked for some time as a locomotive, was 
removed from the tramway and used as a stationary 
engine. The boiler was of wrought iron, with an 



LetU>r from Mr. Thomas Ellis, 4tli March, 1869. 
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internal breeches or return fire-tube, working with steam 
of 40 lbs. to the inch ; discharging the waste steam into 
the stack. 



TiKVITUICK'S UlGU-PKEHSUBK STEAM-nJFFBS £nOIKB, KRKCT^J) AT TttKDBUAB PUDDUNO MILL8, 1801. 

Detailed deacriptioD of the Tredegar puddling«miU engine :— a, the steam-cylinder, 2 ft. 4 in. 
diameter, 6-fl stroke, fixed in the end of the boiler ; b, the piston-rod and cross-head ; c, supports for 
the radius-rod bolted to the boiler; d, radios rods; e. parallel-motion beam; /, rocking beam; 
17, cylindrical cast-iron boiler, 6 ft 9 in. diameter, 20 ft. long, in pieces bolted together (the drawing 
shows the boiler a little shorter, to suit the paper) ; A, chimney into which the waste steam is pnfTed 
as blast; i, cistern for heating the feed- water, the blast-pipe going through on its way to the 
chimney; ^, foundation and stands for boiler and engine to bring it to the required level for 
the rolling-mill floor ; Jb, connecting or side rods : {, cranks ; m, tooth-wheel, from which motion is 
given to fly-wheel shaft and machinery ; r?, crank-shaft. 

Note from Mr. Ellis : — ^The tube in the boiler was of wrought iron, 3 ft. in diameter at the fire-door 
end, becoming less in diameter from the bridge at the inner end of the fire-bars, turning back again 
at the other end of the boiler, and Joining the chbnney at the fire-door end, where it was 14 in. in 
diameter : the steam was worked at any pressure between 50 lbs. and luO lbs. to the inch, and was 
puffed through a blast-pipe up the wronght-iron chimney, heating the feed-water in its passage 
through the feed-cistern. The steam was directed in the right channels by the fonr-way cock, and 
another cock served as a steam-ngulator. This engine was token down in 1856. 
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Mr. Ellis' puddling engine at Tredegar, the Peny- 
darran puddling engine, a blast -engine, a winding 
engine worked by William Richards for forty years, 
an engine erected at Llanelthy, and several about the 
collieries ; these continued in constant use for fifty or 
more years. 

The Tredegar puddling -mill high-pressure pufi'er- 
engine was. comparatively of large size ; the regulating 
cock and four-way cock, blast-pipe in the chimney, feed- 
pump, fire-place, and flues, are not shown by Mr. Ellis, 
and therefore I have not ventured to draw them. The 
practical engineer will readily discern the positions 
they occupied. 

The wrought-iron fire-tube ; the steam pressure 50 lbs. 
to 100 lbs. to the square inch ; the used steam " puffed 
through a blast-pipe, up the wrought-iron chimney, 
heating the feed-water in its passage through the feed- 
cistern ;" the external boiler of four cast-iron cylinders 
bolted together, and a kind of box at one end, in which 
the cylinder was fixed ; a cross-head and two side rods 
giving motion to the cranks, the piston-rod kept in 
its proper course by a rocking-beam parallel motion, 
are parts of a whole, not one of which is found in a 
Watt engine. In 1837 the writer lived near this 
engine, and frequently saw it at work ; the blast was as 
useful as in the locomotives then in the writer's charge. 
The old engineman said it had never been altered 
since its first erection, and had never given any trouble 
or required any repairs worth mentioning, though 
working night and day ; the boiler was easy, to fire and 
gave plenty of steam ; one engineman attended to the 
varying demands of power and steam supply. The 
same general principles may be traced in the drawing 
of the * Catch-me-who-can ' of seven years later, the 
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most marked difference being that the locomotive had 
piston-rod guides as they still have, while the puddling- 
mill engine had a rocking-beam parallel motion. 

" We have an account of a trial of a small high-pressure 
engine made in 1804, in Wales, to ascertain its powers to raise 
water. The cylinder was 8 inches in diameter, and 4J-feet 
stroke. It worked a pump 18^ inches in diameter, and 4^-feet 
stroke, which raised water 28 feet high. It worked at the rate 
of eighteen strokes per minute, and consumed about 80 lbs. 
of coal per hour. This when reduced is about 17^ million 
pounds raised 1 foot high for each busliel of coal. 

"Many provisions have been made to guard against the 
bursting of high-pressure steam-boilers by Mr. Trevithick, who 
first brought the high-pressure engines into use. At first he 
proposed enclosing the safety-valve in such a manner that no 
one could get access to it to increase the load beyond what was 
intended to be employed. Secondly, he drilled a hole in the 
boiler, which he plugged up with lead, at such a height from 
the bottom that the boiler could never boil dry without ex- 
posing the lead to be melted, and consequently making an 
opening for the steam to escape." ^ 

The engine described by Rees was very similar to 
the locomotive referred to in Trevithick's letter a8 
applicable to various purposes,'* for locomotion or for 
pumping, working with 80 lbs. of steam to the inch, 
having a locked safety-valve, and soft-metal plug on 
the boiler. A portion of the boiler of one of those 
engines may be seen at the Kensington Museum.^ 

Mr. Crawshay believed that Trevithick's Welsh 
tramroad-engine had a wrought-iron boiler and two 
cylinders, and certainly such an engine was constructed 
at Penydarran about that time : whether or not it was 

^ See Bees' * Cyclopaedia/ published 1819, wider the word Steam-Engine. 
^ See Trevithick's letter, Febraary 20th, 1804, and March 4th, chap. ix. 
' See chap. ix. 

VOL. I. Q 
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first used as a locomotive, it worked for some twenty 
years as a hammer-mill engine, and then for about 
thirty years as a pumping or winding engine in sinking 
shafts in coal-mines, after which, in 1850, a plate was 
cut out of the wrought-iron boiler, having two holes 
which served for fixing the cylinders, clearly showing 
the use by Trevithick at that early date of double- 
cylinder engines. 

Rees's account of one of Trevithick's high-pressure 
puffer engines erected in Wales to test its real and 
economical power as compared with the Watt low- 
pressure vacuum engine, shows that people did not 
believe Trevithick,^ or comprehend his engines. They 
could trust in an atmospheric or a Watt condensing 
engine of large size and cost, but not in a small thing 
put together by inexperienced workmen. Trevithick 
replied, " I'll show you that it is so." The locomotive 
engine was turned into a pumping engine, that they 
might measure the work done. The economical duty 
of this high-pressure steam-engine as compared with 
the Watt low-pressure vacuum engine is spoken of in 
another chapter.^ A small portable engine with an 
8-inch cylinder and 4 feet 6 inch stroke worked a large 
pump of 18i inches in diameter and 4 feet 6 inch stroke, 
raising the water through a column 28 feet high ; to 
perform this required a pressure of steam of from 80 
to 100 lbs. on the inch in the cylindrical boiler. 

In this history of sixty or seventy years ago, apply- 
ing only to one field of Trevithick's labours, we have 
puddling-mill engines, forge -engines, blast -engines, 
winding engines, pumping engines, locomotives, plan- 



' See Trevithick's letter, August 22nd, 1802, chap. ix. 
''^ See chap. xx. 
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ishing-hammer engines, and shaft-sinking engines, 
with boilers of wrought iron and of cast iron, giving 
steam up to 100 lbs. on the inch ; double-cylinder ver- 
tical engines, and single-cylinder horizontal engines, 
working with beam and parallel motion or guides, with 
blast-pipe in the chimney — all more or less portable, 
and in no particular similar to the Watt engine. 

While the foregoing was being carried out in Wales, 
high-pressure engines were also erected in other 
places. 

£ 8, d. 

** 1803.* April 9th. To premium ou Wm. Kinman*s 6-horsc, 

charged at 4-hor8e 50 8 

May 2nd. Miller and May, 5-horse 63 

„ „ George Russell, S-horse 75 12 

„ 23rd. Jas. and Edwd. Sward, 8-horse . . . . 75 12 

June 4th. Lloyd, 6-horse 76 12 

„ „ Butt, Jamieson, and Co., G-horse . . . . 75 12 

„ „ Anthony Harman, 3-horse 47 5 

May 2nd. Joeias Spoils, 12-inch cylinder, for Staf- 
fordshire 150 

„ 23rd. T. Turton, Esq., 20-inch cylinder, to be 

erected in Staffordshire 315 

„ 28th. Lord Dudley and Ward, for a whimsey 420 

June 6th. John Morris, Esq., a whimsey .. .. 262 10 
Aug. 6th. General Bertham, for Deptford Dock- 
yard, 14-hor8e, to be erected as per 

agreement 750 0" 

In 1803 the Government adopted the new invention, 
Lord Dudley erected a high-pressure whimsey within 
sight of Soho, two others were erected in Staffordshire, 
and many of Trevithick's first high-pressure steam- 
engines were made at Coalbrookdale, Bridgenorth, and 
Stourbridge, not far from Soho. 

The earliest of Mr. Watt's steam-engines giving 
rotatory movement were erected in 1784:^ those used 
the sun -and -planet wheel; and though the crank in 
a steam-engine had just then been patented, Wattes 

* Extract from Andrew Vivian's account-book. 
^ * Mochani<V Magazine,' August 80th, 1823. 

« 2 
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opposition to apply it in engines made at Soho caused 
its use in a steam-engine to be an unknown thing in 
Cornwall when Trevithick constructed his first high- 
presisure models with cranks. The difference between 
a low-pressure vacuum Watt rotatory engine and a 
high-pressure steam Trevithick was, that the former 
had stone foundations, beam and parallel motion, con- 
denser and condensing water, and a large boiler. The 
latter had none of these things; it was self-contained 
and portable, and but one-third of the size or cost of 
the low-pressure of equal power. 

Trevithick, Andrew Vivian, and William West were 
partners in the patent of 1802. Trevithick was the 
general correspondent, ready for all comers, promising 
advantages, talking away difficulties, and supplying 
engines from strange, untried workshops, to be paid for 
when convenient, Vivian was the commercial man. 
West was a sensible, steady-going mechanical man, 
ready to make good his promises to the letter, but 
somewhat obstinate. Such men under such circum- 
stances could not continue to work in agreement. The 
large sphere of application of the high-pressure portable 
engine could not be grasped by three men destitute of 
workshops, or satisfactory means of construction or 
supply; and the patent laws were no better than a 
broken reed for support. 

Vivian's account to November; 1804, shows that in 
the short space of two years since the date of the patent 
they had received 1250?. as patent premium on the new 
high-pressure engines erected. The expenses had been 
1097/. Mr. Samuel Homfray had apparently just joined 
the company. 
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Extracted from Andrew Vivian's accounts : 

'*Dr. . 

£ 

1804. Expenses 

Nov. 25. By allowance for time 
Xo this day 



Premiams reoeived 



1250 



£ 
887 



Cb. 
8. d. 



1 
100 



By on account of dis- 
bursements since 
Mr. Homfray is 
concerned, to bo 
settled next account 100 

By Mr. Harvey, bill 
for a new cylinder, 
&c 9 18 



Balance 



Richard Trevithick two-fifths, 
Andrew Vivian two-fifths, 
William West one-fifth." 



1097 4 
. 152 19 8 

£1250 



In May, 1805, Vivian was in London negotiating the 
sale of his share in the patent. Trevithick, then occu- 
pied in breaking away the rock in tl:ie Thames near 
Blackwall, was to give Sir William Curtis another offer 
of Vivian's share for 4000Z., with an additional 1000^. 
if the threatened patent lawsuit with Dixon went in 
favour of the patentees. 

" Mb. Trevithick, " Camborne, May 22, 1805. 

" Dear Sir, — I have yours of the 18th instant, for which 
I am much obliged It found me in a most melancholy situation. 
I returned from London here on Tuesday evening, between five 
and six o'clock, and found my poor Andrew much weaker than 
when I left him. He rejoiced to see me, but soon told me that 
we were soon to part to meet no more on earth ; and after 
taking the most affectionate leave of all, he said he had given 
up the world, and all that was therein, and resigned himself to 
will of that God who gave him life. About three or four 
o'clock the next morning the Almighty was pleased to take 
him. The dear boy was perfectly in his senses, and appeared 
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to leave the world without pain. This has been a sad stroke to 
mo, and have scarcely been able to write a letter since. My 
poor wife is still very unwell, and so is the infant child. 

" Had I not been so much in want of money at this present 
time, would not part with, my share in the patent for the sum 
you have offered it at ; but my circumstances at present oblige 
me to do what, in other circumstance, I would not. 

" If there is any risk at all in going to law with Dixon, why 
not avoid it ? It is certainly very easy to make a friend of him, 
as the non-existence of the patent can be but of little con- 
sequence to him. 

** My finances at present oblige me to empower you to make 
another offer to Sir William Curtis ; that is, my share as it now 
stands, for 4000Z., and to receive the other thousand if you 
succeed against Dixon. But should it not come to a trial, 
the last-mentioned thousand to be paid at the expiration of 
one year. 

**I have not seen my brother Henry since the receipt of 
yours, and shall write you on the other parts of your letter in 
a few posts. 

" And am, dear Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

"And^- Vivian. 

'* Your dear family are all in good health. I hope my dear 
fiiend will do all in his power to serve me, and that if money 
cannot be obtained for my share, he will do his best endeavour 
to get about 2000Z. some other way. Farewell. 

" Should you want my assistance on the Rock, I will willingly 
assist yoii merely as a friend, without sharing the profits." 

" Mr. TreVITHICK, " Camborne, July 1, 1805. 

" Dear Sir,— ^I have yours of the 27th instant, and am 
much grieved at the relation of all your distresses, and for my 
own part, will not agree to give that rascal Davey an inch ; and 
must beg of you not to make it up but on very good terms, for 
I would rather lose 50Z. than the fellow should go unpunished. 
But shall leave it entirely to you, and have no objection to 
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bring it hito court again ; but hope that will not keep you iu 
town ; if it is likely to, would rather you should make it up, 
but certainly he must pay very handsomely for your false 
imprisonment. You are a genUeman of too nmch consequence in 
the world to he trifled withy and yowr time must he valued high. 

" Your dear family are all well and anxious to see you, and 
mine also. 

** Dolcoath is better and better, but cannot say so of Binner 
Downs, though I believe more than paying cost I suppose 
Gardell and Co. have a demand on us, but suppose that will be 
demanded through Edwards. I am not sorry that Babey has 
given up the tri«d of the patent ; and I think it would be right 
for us to propose to refer the business of his demand and our 
set-oflf to some one, two, or three respectable persons. This 
you may do without advising with Mr. Homfray, as he is not 
concerned in this part of the dispute, and the other demand 
for patent premium may be left out of the present question. 
Pray give this a full thought, and act upon it as your better 
judgment may dictate. With hopes of hearing from, and 
seeing you soon, 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

** Your obedient servant, 

'^And'^- Vivian. 

** Can you with any propriety say anything to Sir William 
Curtis about purchasing my share now Rabey has given up 
thoughts of attacking the patent ? " 

The diflBcult task of introducing a new thing was 
increased by legal questions in maintaining the patent 
right. Eascal Davey had had a trial with Trevithick, 
and put him in prison, but apparently on false grounds, 
and therefore ought to be made to pay handsomely for 
so trifling with a man of such great consequence to the 
world at large. 

Rabey also threatened to contest the patent right for 
the high-pressure steam-engines. Homfray was then an 
interested party, but Vivian thought Homfray had 
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nothing to do with the particular engine on which 
Rabey had raised a question. 

This was one of the weaknesses of so all-embracing a 
patent. The high-pressure steam-engine was new, and 
so were the particular engines drawn and described in 
the patent ; but Trevithick adapted them to all require- 
ments, many of them of a form and detail not shown 
in the patent : such a course opened a door for litiga- 
tion, even though the engines were covered by general 
terms in the patent, for such and similar purposes, and 
all on the principle of high steam. ^ Dixon refused to 
pay patent right, because "the words in Mr. Watt's 
specification are enough to indemnify him." 

The supplying engines to all applicants, through 
numerous makers, and trusting to their honesty or judg- 
ment for payment of the patent premium, continued for 
a year or two longer, when, in 1807, Mr. Homfray, 
who had from the first Welsh experiments a watchful 
eye, if not a pecuniary interest, in Trevithick's labours, 
came forward as a leading shareholder, having bought 
Vivian's interest, and negotiated for Trevithick's. 

The following papers, illustrating this arrangement, 
were kindly supplied by my friend Mr. Bennet Wood- 
crofk. 

*• Gentlemen, " Penydarban Place, May 31, 1807. 

*' On my return home I find your favour of the 25th 
inst. It's impossible for me to say if Mr. Trevithick has done 
any act to encumber the property he has in the engine concern, 
over which I hold the control by a deed of assignment. 

" So far as concerns me I can have no objection to his dis- 
posing of his share, provided I am not injured, and placed in 
a worse situation. I have no wish whatever to prevent him 
from selling and making the most of his share. There is an 

' See Trevithick's letter, January 6th, 1804, chap. xvii. 
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account now not closed between me and him which, by calling 
upon Mr. Bill, at No. 49, Eathbone Place, he can settle with Mr. 
Trevithick. There is likewise a note-of-hand of Mr. Trevithick 
I now hold for 300?., dated 4th January, 1804, which I shall of 
course set-off against his account of patent-right as it comes 
due and I receive it For any information you may wish 
respecting any legal forms necessary for the completion of 
Mr. Trevithick's sale, on my part I beg leave to refer you to 
Messrs. Strong, Still, and Strong, Lincoln's Irm. 

" I am. Gentlemen, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) "Sam*" Homfray. 

" Messrs. Blagrave and Walter. 

"N.B. — The account I believe is a small one, and easily 
adjusted ; and the note-of-band I could endorse to your clients, 
which they could charge to Mr. Trevithick as so much of the 
purchase-money, and they pay that sum to me. — S. H." 

*• Mr. Homfkay, " London, June 26, 1807. 

** Sir, — The transfer deed is ready for executing, and as 
it is necessary that you should put your signature to it, have 
sent it you for that purpose. Hope you will be so good as to 
execute it and forward it to Mr. West for his signature also. 
I owe you some patent premium, and wish to settle my account 
with you as early as possible, therefore would thank you to 
send me a copy of your account with me from the beginning, 
and authorize Mr. Bill to settle it with me on your behalf. 
Ilease to forward this business, as I am about to leave town. 

** I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) "K^- Trevithick. 

" PUntgh Inrif Kidney Stairs, Limehouse.'" 

« Sir, " liONDON, September 11, 1807. 

" This is to certify that I have sold to you two-fifths 
of a sugarrmill, now on the premises of Mr. Geo. Bowdeys, 
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Blackfriai*8 Road, the alx»ve share being all my interest in it, 
for which I have received from you a valuable consideration. 

" I am, Sir, 

** Your very humble servant, 

(Signed) "RiCH*^* Trevithick. 

*' Messrs. Haynes and DouaLAs, 
" Tottenham Court Bond.'' 

Mr. Samuel Homfray was an influential man of 
business in the Welsh Iron Workg, and had taken an 
active part in the construction and trial of the Welsh 
locomotive and other of Trevithick's engines. 

The accounts to February, 1807, show that the patent 
premiums received a little more than covered the ex- 
penses. To February, 1 808, a profit of 254:1. 15s. 5d. was 
to be divided among four shareholders : Mr. Homfray, 
five-tenths ; M.r. Trevithick, two-tenths ; Mr. Bill, two- 
tenths ; Mr. West, one-tenth. Andrew Vivian's share 
had been purchased by Mr. Bill. 

Homfray went to various places to make the high- 
pressure engines known, lawyers' bills were paid, 
amounting to a quarter part of- the whole premium- 
money received. Mr. Homfray hesitated to affix his 
name to the required legal documents; and on his 
still declining, Trevi^ihick sold to Messrs. Haynes and 
Douglas his two-fifth share of the patent in a sugar- 
mill. 

** Gentlemen, " Penydarran Place, April 23, 1808. 

" In a letter I have received from Mr. Bill, he mentions 
you have not received the letter I wrote from Messrs. Strong 
and Still's to you, which fully answered your wishes as to my 
not calling upon you for more money for supporting the patent 
than you had expressed to Mr. Bill, and which he mentioned 
to me. The letter answers every purpose as though I had 
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signed the deed. If you have not I'eceived it, some mistake 
must have happened, and if you will call at Messrs. Strong and 
Still's, they will show you the copy of it. 

"I have an objection to the signing of deeds where a number 
of parties are concerned if it can be avoided (not more to this 
than any other), and especially where there appears no kind of 
necessity for my signing. 

**From letters I have received from Mr. Bill, who is now on 
a journey, I am in hopes many engines will be ordered, and 
that we shall be put in a train of getting some return of money 
for the great trouble and expense I have been at in introducing 
the engines, which are now beginning to be generally under- 
stood. Our large engine here goes on wonderfully well ; and 
at any time it suits your convenience to come into this part of 
the world, I shall be happy to show it you. 

" I remain. Gentlemen, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

** Samuel Homfray. 
" Mb88K8. Haynes and Douolas." 

" Gentlemen, " Penydarran Place, 24<A September, 1808. 

" 1 feel some concern on account of the state of Mr. 
Bill's health, which, when he wrote last to me from Deal, was 
so indifferent that, by the advice of a physician, he was down 
there for sea-air ; and he mentioned that if his health did not 
improve on his return to London in a week's time, that he 
thought he should decline the conduct of the engine concern. 
I have written several letters to him, and wished for some infor- 
mation in answer, and as he is silent, and the time of his return 
to London passed, I am fearful he is very ill. I therefore take 
the liberty of addressing you (being interested in the concern), 
and will be obliged by your informing me if Mr. Bill is in 
London, and if so, what state of health he is in ; and if he 
has mentioned to you that he has thoughts of giving up the 
agency. I wish, likewise, you to say, if there is anything in 
the report of the Racing Engine being carried into effect, and 
if sOy at what time, and the particulars of the bet, &c., as if it 
is to take place, I shall be very much inclined to see it. I have 
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the satisfaction to say 'all the engines go extremely well ; and 
the packing of our large engine has not been renewed for 
upwards of four months, and it is* unknown how much longer 
it will go, it being now as good as new. By letting a small 
quantity of water drop constantly into the stuffing box, it runs 
down the rod upon the piston and keeps the packing moist. 
I have written this to Mr. Bill. 

" I am, Gentlemen, 

" Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ^'Samuel Hohfrat. 

" Messrs. Hatnes and Douglas, 
** Tottenhiim Court Boarl, London/* 

Such were the pecuniary and legal difficulties attend- 
ing the introduction of even a good thing. Mr. Hom- 
fray was willing to share in the profits of the specula- 
tion, but disliked partnership, though he could not get 
on without Trevithick ; while Mr. Bill failed to keep 
matters square, and wished to give up the agency. 

Trevithick had not thought it worth while to inform 
bis late friend of his having constructed the " Racing 
Engine " and London railway ; and judging from the 
accounts, Trevithick, the inventor, and West, the inge- 
nious workman, reaped the smallest share of profit for 
their largest share of the work. 

In the six years following the date of the patent, 
from Mr. Bill's accounts, a hundred persons had used 
the new engine, comprising the Government, business 
companies, men of rank and influence, and men of 
science, living in various parts of England, Each par- 
ticular engine required adaptation to its special work, 
and had to be constructed under every disadvantage of 
few -and -far -between manufactories, little better than 
what may now be seen in every small provincial town, 
and known as casting foundries. 
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Watt and Trevithick were rival engineers, working 
on totally different principles : the one constructed his 
engines so as to use the pressure of steam to expel 
the atmosphere, introducing it solely as a means of 
producing a vacuum as his motive power ; whereas the 
other utilized the steam as a motor, and only used the' 
vacuum when convenient. 

Hyde Clarke, who knew Trevithick, and whose father 
was intimate with him, wrote : — 

"The introduction of Trevithick's improvement gave in- 
creased power to steam, and it is of that importance that 
Stuart — no mean authority on historical points, and not likely, 
from national sympathy, to underrate low pressure, or over- 
rate high pressure — is inclined to date the era of the steam- 
engine from this invention.^ In the establishment of the 
locomotive, in the development of the powers of the Cornish 
engine, and in increasing the capabilities of the marine engine, 
there can be no doubt that Trevithick's exertions have given a 
far wider range to the dominion of the steam-engine than even 
the great and masterly improvements of James Watt effected 
in his day." 

William West, in his disappointment at not being 
made rich by his share in the patent, became a clock 
and watch maker, and produced the best timekeepers in 
Cornwall, called West's chronometers ; but he failed to 
comprehend Trevithick's account-keeping, 

«< Sir, " St. Ivbb, 7th September, 1815. 

"Your ill-tempered letter I received, and think you 
conchide on very threatening terms. Now, sir, in the first 
instance, what right have you to make me debtor to you for 
40/. received of Wood and Murray ? I hold a copy of your 



^ ' Historical and Descriptive Anec- 
dotes of the Steam-Engine,* by K. 
Stuart ; * Rai 1 way Register,' February, 



1847 ; * lUilway Prejudices and Rail- 
way Progress/ by Hyde Clarke, Esq. 
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answer to thetn, saying you held no share in the patent at that 
time when they wrote to you respecting the engine, but recom- 
mended them to W. West, whom you sold a share to, saying 
Wm. West would license to erect engines on the patent And 
as to Henry Vivian's charge, I shall not adhere to. I am fully 
satisfied that Mr. Babey paid his time and demand while em- 
ployed about his engine ; the 78Z. is double as much as he ought 
to have for what he performed. The part of patent money you 
allude to, received from Mr. Kabey, 1 suppose is settled in our 
patent accounts, as I never received a single sixpence from the 
patent before^ that from Messrs. Wood and Murray ; then I 
made a present of 11. to your children, because you refused 
making a charge for the drawing sent to Leeds, so I beg to 
remind you, in a comparative sense, you have heretofore been, 
like the caterpillars on the island of St. Helena, eating up the 
product of industrious labour; but as time has set free your 
demands of blunders from the command of law, I will guarantee 
to come forward, under bonds of word, to leave our account to 
arbitration, you appointing one and I appointing the other, 
whenever you like ; and if I owe you any balance, I'll pay you, 
let it distress me as it may. Certainly it must distress my 
mind to think of paying for your blunders. Though I have no 
20,000/., I am not afraid to meet you, and if I have no thousands, 
I have no hundreds demanded on equal accounts, so I conclude 
in peace, and hope you'll be reconciled the same as an honest 
man. 

" Your humble, 

u ^v-. West." 

The result to the active agents of this most compre- 
hensive patent of 1802, making practical the high-pres- 
sure steam-engine and the locomotive, was years of 
labour without reward, annoyance and dread from ill- 
defined patent laws, and ill-will and loss of friendship 
between all the members, whose early acquaintance had 
led to mutual respect and esteem. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



HIGH-PBESSUBB STSAM-DREDOER. 



The late Mrs. Trevithick said that her husband was 
good-tempered, and never, gave trouble in home affairs, 
satisfied with the most simple bed and board, and always 
busy with practical designs and experiments from early 
morning until bed-time. He sometimes gossiped with 
his family on the immense advantages to spring from 
his high-pressure steam-engines, and the riches and 
honours that would be heaped on him and his children, 
but thought little or nothing of his wife's intimations 
that she barely had the means of providing tlje daily 
necessaries of life.^ 

Captain John Vivian, at the period of steering the 
London common road locomotive in 1803, **saw Trevi- 
thick breaking the rock at the East India Dock entrance 
to the Thames at Black wall ; using a water-wheel 
worked by the tide, and also a small high-pressure 
engine for driving or turning large chisels and borers, 
and other contrivances for breaking and clearing away 
the rock to increase the depth of water." ^ 

A little more than thirty years ago, the writer lodged 
in the house of a Mr. and Mrs. Bendy, at Slough, who 
took an especial interest in his comfort, because he was 
the son of the inventor of the steam-dredger and the 
locomotive. 

Mr. Bendy had worked on the first steam-dredger, 

' See Trevithick's letter, May 2nd, 1803, chap. ix. 

' Statement hy Captain John Vivian in 1869 residing at Hayle. 
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and thought that Mr. Trevithick was unkindly and 
unfairly treated, for the machinery was complicated, 
and when anything had gone wrong he perhaps spoke 
sharply to those about him. The ballast-men on the 
Thames did everything they could to prevent the use 
of the steam-dredger ; and there were other more secret 
enemies, who offered Mr. Bendy a bribe to so fix the 
particular work in his cliarge as to cause a breakage. 

Things went very well for several days after the first 
putting to work of the steam-engine dredger, and then 
there was a breakage, caused by a nut jammed in the 
cog-wheels : many believed it was purposely done. 

The following letter was written twelve years after 
those conversations : — 

" Dear Mr. Trevithick, " ^'ov. sth, 1840. 

" I will furnish you with all tlie particalare I recollect 
respecting the dredger-engine and machinery made by your 
father for Mr. Bough. It was fixed in the year 1803, and was 
altered by Mr. Deverill (the patentee of the double engine) in 
the year 1805. The cylinder was 14^ inches in diameter, the 
stroke 4 feet, the chain-ladder 28 or 30 feet. The largest 
quantity of stone and gravel lifted in one tide was 180 tons. 
The reason for using the word stone is from its being part of 
Blackwall rock. The engine was cast at Hazeldine's at Bridge- 
north, but finished at Mr. Eowley's factory in London, by some 
men from Cornwall, and a part of the machinery by Jackson, a 
Scotch millwright. The working time between tides was from 
six to eight hours, in from 14 to 18 feet of water, at the en- 
trance of the East India Dock. The expense of the engine 
and machinery, a little more thiin'2000Z. I should think the 
time she worked was about ten or eleven years. 

*' The other engine you mentioned was the property of the 
Trinity Company and Government, but by whom made I cannot 
ascertain. It was worked in the river, near \\'oolwich entrance 
dock-gates, but not to much account, only lifting mud to clear 
the entranoe. No new materials were taken there bv Mr. 
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Deverill ; all that was done- was to refix the old, and repair 
the engine. This engine was the same size as that fixed in 
London to run round the circle, at the speed of fourteen or 
fifteen miles per hour, commonly called locomotive engine. 

" Yours truly, 

" T. Bendy." 

Trevithick having seen his engine boring and dredg- 
ing on the Thames in 1803, went to Wales to super- 
intend the tramroad-engine of 1804, then to Newcastle- 
on-Tyne with the railroad-engine, and in the early part 
of 1805 he was again with the steam-dredger and rock 
breaking at Blackwall.* 

Mr. Bendy says 180 tons of stone and gravel from 
the Blackwall rock were raised in a tide of six or eight 
hours, from a depth of 14 or 18 feet. 

This rock breaking and dredging in deep water was 
a severe test for a new invention ; and the Trinity Board, 
seeing its usefulness, engaged with Trevithick to erect 
and work steam-dredgers in other parts of the river. 

In February, 1806,^ he was about entering into an 
engagement for twenty-one years with the Trinity 
Board to lift ballast from the bottom of the Thames, at 
the rate of 500,000 tons a year, for a payment of six- 
pence a ton. Dredging had been done by hand for 
about eightpence a ton ; but the required quantity could 
not be raised by men working small dredge-bags at- 
tached to long poles.^ 

In May, 1806, his partner in the patent wrote : — " I 
am very happy to find that you have so far continued 
your agreement with the Trinity gents. I think the 
bargain is a good one ; must still beg leave to remind 

' See Andrew Vivian's letter, 22nd May, 1805, chap. x. 
' See Trevi thick's letter, February 18th, 1806, chap, xviii. 
* See Trevithick's letter, March 4th, 1806, chap, xviii. 

VOL. I. R 
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you not to proceed to show what your engine will do, till 
the agreement is fully drawn up and regularly signed." ^ 

In July, 1806, Trevithick wrote:— "This day I set 
the engine to work on board the * Blazer,' gun-brig. It 
does its work exceedingly well. We are yet in dock, 
and lift up mud only. I hope to be down at Barking 
shaft in a few days, at our proposed station, when I 
will write to you again. I think there is no doubt of 
success."^ An account-book in Trevithick's writing, 
headed " Expenses on the ballast machine from 1805 to 
1807," shows that those ballast-dredging engines, like 
the earlier dredging engine at the Black wall rock, came 
from the Bridgenorth Foundry, and many of the me- 
chanics erecting it came from Cornwall. One of the 
engines was fixed in the * Blazer,* the other in the 
^ Plymouth Barge.' 

Watt honoured Trevithick with a visit to inspect the 
steam-dredgers, having been introduced by Mr. John 
Rennie, of whom Smiles wrote : — " What is called the 
Humber Dock was begun in 1803 and finished in 1809. 
It was in the course of executing the Hull Harbour 
Docks that Mr. Rennie invented the dredging machine 
as it is now used. Mr. Rennie carefully investigated 
all that had previously been attempted in this direction, 
and then proceeded to plan and construct a complete 
dredging machine, with improved cast-iron machinery, 
to which he yoked the power of the steam-engine."^ 

Rennie's investigation prior to invention probably 
refers to what he saw Trevithick doing, whose dredger 
is unmistakably described and delineated by Rees, 
though the inventor's name is omitted. 



* See Vivian's letter, May 30th, 1806, chap, xviii. 

* Sec Trevithick's letter, July 23rd, 1806, chap. xv. 
' * Lives of the Engineers,' by Smiles, vol. ii. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 




Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



HIGH-PRESSURE STEAM-DREDGER. 243 

"The convicts at Woolwich upon the Thames perform the 
ballast heaving, or dredging, which they are condemned to 
labour at as a punishment : the above method of manual labour 
became so expensive, that a large machine, worked by horses 
or a steam-engine, is usually employed. Two such machines 
have been some time in use in the river Thames. It is erected 
in the hulk of a dismasted ship. Plate VIII.: — A A, Fig. 1, is 
a frame of timber bolted to the starboard gunwale, to support a 
large horizontal beam, BB, Fig. 2; another similar frame is 
fixed up in the middle of the ship at D, Fig. 2, and the end of 
the beam is sustained by an upright post bolted to the opposite 
gunwale; the starboard end of the beam projects over the 
vessel's side, and has an iron bracket, S, fastened to it, to 
support one of the bearings for the long frame, EE, composed 
of four timbers bolted together ; the other end of the frame is 
suspended by pulleys, aa; from a beam, F, fixed across the 
stern, the upper ends of the outside beams of the frame, E E, 
have each a stout iron bolted to them, which are perforated 
with two large holes to receive two short cast-iron tubes ; one 
fastened to the iron bracket, S, at the end of the beam, B, and 
the other to a cross beam of the frame, A. These tubes act 
on the pivots of the frame, E, upon which it can be raised or 
lowered by the pulleys, a a ; they also contain bearings, for an 
iron axis, on wliich a wheel or trundle, O, is fixed, containing 
four rounds. Another similar trimdle, P, is placed at the 
bottom of the frame EE; and two endless chains, kk, pass 
round both, as is seen in the plan. Between every other link 
of the two chains, a bucket of plate -iron, 6fc6, is fastened, and 
as the chain runs round, the buckets bring up the soil ; a 
number of cast-iron rollers, d d, are placed between the beams 
of the frame to supJ)ort the chain and buckets as they roll up. 
Four rollers, e e, are also placed on each of the outside beams, 
to keep the chains in their places on the frame, that they may 
not get oflf to one side. The motion is conveyed to the chains 
by means of a cast-iron wheel at G in the plan, wedged On 
the end of the axis of the upper trundle, O. The wheel is 
cast hollow, like a very short cylinder, and has several screws 
tapped through its rim, pointing to the centre, and pressing 

R 2 
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upon the circumference of another wheel enclosed within the 
hollow of the first, that it may slip round in the other when 
any power greater than the friction of the screw is applied ; 
the internal wheel is wedged on the same shaft with- a large 
cog-wheel, /, turned by the small cog-wheel, g^ on the axis of 
the steam-engine. 

" The steam-engine is one of that kind called high pressure, 
working by the expansive force of the steam only, without 
condensation. 6 is the boiler containing the fire-plcuje and 
cylinder within it; * is one of the connecting rods; and I 
the fly-wheel on the other end of the same shaft as the 
wheel g. 

" The pulleys, a, which suspend the chain-frame are reeved 
with an iron chain, the tackle-fall of which passes down through 
the ship's deck, and is coiled on a roller, as in the plan, and 
represented by a circle in the elevation ; on the end of the 
roller is* a cog-wheel, jp, turned by the engine-wheel, g\ the 
bearing of this wheel is fixed upon a lever, one end of which 
comes near that part of the steam-engine where the cock 
which regulates the velocity of the engine is placed ; so that 
one man can command both lever and cock, and by depressing 
that end of the lever, cause the wheel p to gear with ^, and, 
consequently, be turned thereby, and wind up the chain of the 
pulleys; ^ is a strong curved iron bar bolted to the vessel's 
side and gunwale, passing through an eye bolted to the frame, 
E, to keep the frame to the vessel's side, that the tide or other 
accident may not carry it away. 

" A large hopper or trough is suspended beneath the wheel, o, 
by ropes from the beam, B, into which the buckets, 666, empty 
the ballast they bring from the bottom ; the hopper conveys it 
into a barge brought beneath it. This hopper is not shown, as 
it would tend to confuse parts already not very distinct. The 
motion of the whole machine is regulated by one man. 

'^The vessel being moored fast, the engine is started, and 
turns the chain of buckets; the. engine tender now puts his 
foot upon a lever, disengages the wheel jp from g ; and by 
another takes off a gripe which embraced the roller m. This 
allows the end, E, of the frame to descend, until the buckets 
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on the lower half of the diain drag on the ground, as shown 
in Fig. 1, when he stops the further descent by the gripe. The 
buckets are filled in succession at the lower end of the frame, 
and brought up to the top, where they deliver their contents 
into the hopper, before mentioned; as they take away the 
ballast from the bottom, the engine tender lets the frame E 
down lower by means of the gripe-lever, and keeps it at such a 
height that the buckets come up nearly full. If at any time 
the buckets get such deep hold as to endanger the breaking of 
the chain or stopping the engine, the coupling box at C, before 
described, suffers the steam-engine to turn without moving the 
chain of buckets, and the engine tender pressing his foot upon 
the lever which brings the wheel p to gear with g, causes the 
roller n to be turned by the engine, and raise up the frame E, 
until the buckets take into the ground the proper depth, that the 
friction of the coupling box at C will turn the chain without 
slipping in any considerable degree. 

"The steam-engine is of six horses* power, and is so expe- 
ditious that it loads a small barge with ballast in an hour and a 
half."^ 

Trevithick's expeditious steam-dredging engine was 
"of that kind called high pressure, working by the 
expansive force of the steam only, without condens- 
ation," very like Mr. Wilson's description of the New- 
castle locomotive engine, for in principle if not in 
outline the two engines were alike. 

If Eennie commenced his dock operations in 1803 
Trevithick was then breaking and clearing the rock 
fronl the dock entrance to the Thames at Blackwall, 
when Captain John Yivian gave his spare days to ride 
on the London common road locomotive, and to the 
works at the dredger. In 1805, while the dredger was 
still going on,* Rennie's report to the directors of 



' Rees' * Cyclopaedia,' published 1819. 
^ See Vivian's letter, May 22nd, chap. x. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



246 HIGH-PRESSURE STEAM-DREDGER. 

the Thames Drijftway was put aside, and Trevithick 
was appointed as the engineer-/ in 1806 the dredgers 
Were in full operation, or the Trinity Board would not 
have proposed a contract for a term of years ; and in 
1807 he was still in daily attendance on the dredging 
schemes:^ thus for several years, during the most in- 
ventive and active period of his life, did he give his 
time to the perfecting the steam-dredger. 

This machine is memorable as the first steam-dredger, 
and also as leading to the locomotive of 1808 ; and, like 
many other of Trevithick's practical inventions, was 
near perfection at birth. Hundreds of steam-dredgers 
are now at work throughout the civilized world, and 
although their construction has occupied the time and 
knowledge of numerous practical engineers during a 
period of more than sixty years, yet this first produc- 
tion is the type of them all. 

The small and compact high-pressure steam-pufi*er 
engine was placed in a wooden house ; a main shaft 
extending over the side of the boat gave motion to an 
endless chain of dredging buckets kept in the required 
j)osition by a long wooden frame, having a roller or 
guide-wheel at its lower end, round which the re- 
volving chain of buckets passed, and this end of the 
frame was raised or lowered at will, causing the lower 
sweep of the chain of buckets to press with greater or 
less weight into the bed of the river, and thus cause the 
buckets to raise a greater or less quantity of mud or 
gravel. The chain and loaded buckets in going up the 
incline formed by the wood frame passed over rollers 
in order to lessen the friction ; on passing the top of 
the incline the buckets turned short round over a guide- 

^ Report of directors of the Thames Driftway, June 1805, chap. xii. 
* See Trevithick's letter, August 11th, 1807, chap. xii. 
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wheel, similar to that at the bottom of the frame, with 
their bottoms upwards, causing their contents to fall 
into a barge or guide launder as was most convenient 
for the disposal of the ballast. The wheel giving 
motion to the bucket-chain was not wedged fast to the 
driving axle, but was bored to fit loosely on the turned 
part of the axle, or rather on a turned cylinder fixed 
firmly on the driving axle. Tightening screws in the 
bucket-wheel with tlieir inner ends pressing on the 
cylindrical driving axle formed a friction band, and 
should the buckets have come in contact with an un- 
usual obstruction, allowed the driving axle to revolve 
while the obstructed bucket-wheel remained stationary. 

Another safeguard was provided by the rope from 
the blocks supporting the lower end of the bucket- 
frame being connected with the engine, enabling the 
engineman without moving from his station at the 
engine to raise or lower the bucket-frame by putting 
his foot on a lever. " The steam-engine was one of 
that kind called high pressure, working by the expan- 
sive force of the steam only." **It is of six horses* 
power, and is so expeditious that it loads a small barge 
with balla,st in an hour and a half.'* The steam-engine 
and dredging machine were so admirably arranged 
that " one mail can command both lever and cock for 
regulating either the machine or the steam-engine." 
The feed-pump was worked with a lever, giving a 
shorter stroke to the feed-pole. The position of the 
engine is seen in the drawing of the dredger boat; 
the detail of the engine is in chap, ix., that it may 
illustrate the progress of locomotion, for similar engines 
served both purposes. 

4- letter by Trevithick, years after the event, cor- 
roborates the work done by those dredgers. 
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« Sir, " Camborne, ^th February, 1813. 

" I haye your favour of the 2Qd inst. respecting an engine 
for lifting mud from the bottom of Falinoiilh Harbour. 

" I made three engines with machinery for lifting mud at the 
entrance of the East and West India Docks, and also for 
deepening the water at the men-of-war's mooring ground at 
Woolwich. One of tliese engines was a 20-hor8e power, erected 
on an old bomb-ship of about 300 tons burthen, which machine 
cost (exclusive of the ship) about 1600?. 

" This engine wQuld lift and put into barges near 100 tons of 
mud per hour. Another engine of lO-horse power I erected on 
board an old gun-brig of about 120 tons burthen, which cost 
(exclusive of the vessel) about lOOOZ., which lifted about half 
the quantity of the large one ; and another engine of lO-horse 
power I erected on board a barge of about 80 tons burthen. 

" Unless the mud will pay for bringing on shore for manure, 
I should think that a better plan than this might be adopted to 
clean the harbour. 

" I remain, Sir, 

** Your very humble servant, 

** RiCHD. Trevithick. 
"John Gould, Jun., Esq., Penryv,^ 

The first steam-dredger at Blackwall sucxjeeded, or 
two others would not have been constructed. One 
dredger with the 20-horse-power engine lifted and placed 
in barges near 100 tons of mud per hour^ making good 
his promise as to quantity. Others were used to deepen 
the entrance to the East and West India Docks, and 
also at the man-of-war's mooring ground at Woolwich, 
in such deep water as fully proved the correctness of 
their design. 

The three engines and dredgers, exclusive of the 
vessels, cost 3600/., a less sum than such machines 
would now be made for. 
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CHAPTEK XII. 

THAMES PRIFTWAY. 

When Trevithick was dredging in the Thames, the 
Thames Archway Company were anxiously seeking 
new plans and a new engineer ; not being satisfied 
with the proposals of Mr, Rennie and Mr. Chapman 
they sought out Trevithick, who soon found himself in 
a position most trying, and unsuitable to his energetic 
temperament. 

** At an annual meeting of the proprietors on tlie 4th of May, 
1808, the directors refer to their second meeting in June, 1805 : 
' That it appears to this meeting that the well constructing the 
driftway is of the highest importance in the future progress of the 
works, involving in it the success or failure of the undertaking. 

** * That, therefore, the works relating to the driftway be sus- 
pended until the opinion of a professional man of eminence be 
taken on the various matters respecting it.' 

" Mr. Eennie and Mr. Chapman were accordingly consulted ; 
but as their opinions did not coincide, nor indeed were stated 
upon all the points on which the directors chiefly wished for 
information, they felt themselves bound to resort to some other 
source ; and Mr. Trevithick was introduced to them by their 
resident engineer, Mr.. Kobert Yazie, as a person skilled in 
mining. After a due examination into his character, as appears 
by the minutes of the directors, and having received the 
strongest testimonies in his favour from several quarters as to 
his skill, ingenuity, and experience, the directors were induced 
to contract with him for superintending and directing the 
execution of the driftway, such as he proposed it to be ; for 
which they agreed to pay him lOOOZ., provided he succeeded in 
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carrying it through to the north shore ; or 500Z. if the directors 
ordered it to be discontinued in the middle, which they reserved 
to themselves the power of doing ; but to receive nothing in 
case he did not succeed. 

"The driftway was accordingly commenced on the 17th of 
August. 

" On the 5th of September following Messrs. Vazie and 
Trevithick, in a joint report to the directors, strongly recom- 
mended the immediate purchase of a SO-horse-power steam- 
engine. The directors did accordingly purchase the same, and 
it is now ready to work. The driftway proceeded till about the 
beginning of October, when it appeared that the works had 
been very considerably interrupted and delayed in their progress. 
The directors therefore, on the 8th October, resolved to institute 
an inquiry into the cause ; and the consequence of this investi- 
gation and disclosure of facts was the removal of Mr. Robert 
Vazie from his office as resident engineer, on the 19th October, 
by which time the drift had been extended 394 feet, that is, at 
the rate of 6 feet 2 inches per day, through a dry sand. 

" The works now proceeded without embarrassment, and with 
considerable less cost ; as from this time (the 19th October) to 
the 29th November, the ground continuing as nearly as possible 
of the same quality, it was extended 421 feet, or 11 feet 2 inches 
per day, which is nearly a double rate (deducting three days 
and a quarter that the works were suspended while the directors 
determined on the turn the drift should take). 

" From the 29th November to the 19th December the drift 
was extended only 138 feet, or 6 feet 10 inches per day, in con- 
sequence of the drift now running in a stratum of rock, great 
part of which was so hard that it could not be broken up without 
the use of chisels and wedges. 

" By the 21st December the drift had proceeded 947 feet from 
the shaft ; and it was observed that the strata through which it 
passed dipped to the northward about 1 foot in 50, in conse- 
quence of which the rock that at one time formed the whole face 
of" the breast, now only reached within 2 feet of the top, and 
which was occupied by a sandy clay, mixed with oyster and 
other shells, and containing some water. 
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*' On the 23rd, notwithstanding the workmen were proceeding 
with the utmost precaution, the roof broke down and <lischarged 
a great quantity of water from a quicksand, which was afterwards 
ascertained to be about 5 feet 6 inches above the roof. 

"By the 26th January the drift was extended 1028 feet, 
having been worked through a considerable part of the quick- 
sand ; and at this period the river made its way into the drift 
by a fall of earth, which made a considerable orifice in the bed 
of the river, which l^as been filled up at several times with 
earth, carried there for that purpose, and the drift has since 
then been extended to 1040 feet, which is the present length 
of it. 

" Resolved, that the money paid or claimed by the engineers, 
Mr. Bennie, Mr. Wilcox, Messrs. Stobart and Buddie, Mr. 
Thomas Cartwright, Mr. James Barnes, and Mr. William Chap- 
man, whom the directors have consulted with as to the prosecu- 
tion of the works, be allowed. 

"Resolved, that Mr. Richard Trevithick bo, and is hereby 
api)oiuted engineer to the said company, and be directed to 
proceed forthwith with the works." 

At the second meeting of the proprietors in 1805 
differences had arisen between the directors and their 
engineer, Mr. Robert Vazie, on the method of con- 
structing the driftway. Mr. Rennie and Mr. Chap- 
man were called in to advise a plan for the guidance of 
the directors. Their advice was not approved of, and 
after much delay Mr. Vazie introduced to their notice 
Mr. Trevithick as a skilful miner and engineer. This 
was about the middle of 1807. On the 10th August, 
1 807, the directors engaged with him to make the pro- 
posed driftway from the south shore of the Thames, at 
Rotherhithe, to half-way across the river, from which 
central point it was contemplated to commence forming 
the permanent tunnel, of the size to be then deter- 
mined, either for foot-passengers alone, or if the nature 
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of the work gave promise of success, to enlarge it suffi- 
ciently for the passage of carriages. 

" Mr. Giddy, . "Limehouse, August IIM, 1807. 

" Sir, — Last Monday I closed with the tunnel gents. I 
have agreed with them to give them advice, and conduct the 
driving the level through to the opposite side (as was proposed 
when you attended the committee) ; to receive 500Z. when the 
drift is half-way through, and 500?. more when it is holed on 
the opposite side. I have written to Cornwall for more men 
for them. It is intended to put three men on each core of six 
hours' course. I think this will be making lOOOZ. very easily, 
and without any risk of loss on my side. As I must be always 
near the spot, to attend to the engines on the river, an hour's 
attendance every day on the tunnel will be of little or no 
inconvenience to me. I hope nine months will complete it. 
From the recommendation you gave me, they are in great hopes 
that the job will now be accomplished ; and as far as Captain 
Hodge and myself could judge from the ground in the bottom 
of the pit, there is no doubt of completing it speedily. I am 
very much obliged to you for throwing this job in my way, and 
shall strictly attend to it, both for our credit as well as for my 
own profit. 

** I am. Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

** Rd. Trevithick." 

Within a week of his engagement he had commenced 
the driftway. The sinking of the shaft on the south 
shore, from the bottom of which the driftway was to 
commence, was the extent of progress during the two 
or three years before Trevithick's appointment. It 
was 68 feet 4 inches in depth from the surface ; a wooden 
platform a slight distance above the bottom of the shaft 
served to form a reservoir for the drainage water from 
the drift, from which it was pumped to the surface by 
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a steam-puflFer engine. The bottom of the drift was 
even with this platform. In size it was sufficient only 
for the passage of a workman with his barrow, being 

5 feet high, 3 feet broad at the bottom, and 2 feet 

6 inches at the top, inside measurements; the four 
sides were kept in form by woodwork and strong 
3-inch planking. The working end reqm'red great 
care, and frequently the application of close planking 
across the end or face of the work to prevent a sudden 
fall of water and sand. As the drift proceeded the 
increasing quantity of water and earth or sand to be 
raised to the surface led the two engineers, Tazie and 
Trevithick, to make a joint report recommending a 30- 
horse-power steam-engine. Before two months had 
passed, this joint engineering broke down, and Tre- 
vithick was left to carry out his own plans on the 
work, but subject to annoying remarks from without. 

The drift progressed at the rate of 6 or 10 feet 
daily, and in a little over four months, or up to the 21st 
December, it had advanced 947 feet, being more than 
three-quarters of the whole distance, and within about 
200 feet of high- water mark on the north side. 

" Mr. Giddy, " London, August 2Sth, 1807. 

" Sir, — Tuesday last was a week since we began to drive 
our level at the bottom of the Qngine-shaft at the archway. 

**The level is 5 feet, high, 3 feet wide at the bottom, and 
2 feet 6 inches wide at the top, within the timbering. 

" The first week we drove 22 feet. This week I hope we 
shall drive and timber 10 fathoms. As soon as the railway is 
laid I hope 'to make good 12 fathoms a week. The distance 
we have to drive is about 188 fathoms. The giound is sand 
and gravel ; it stands exceedingly well, except when we hole 
into le-areys, and holing into such houses of water makes the 
sand very quick. We have discovered three of tl^.ese holes which 
contained about 20 square yards. 
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" It is very strange that such spaces should be in the sand at 
this depth. When we cut into such places we are obliged to 
timber it up closely until the sand is drained of the water, 
otlierwise it would run back and fill the diift and the shaft. 

" I cannot see any obstacle likely to prevent us from carry- 
ing this level across the river in six months. The engine 
throws down a sufficient quantity of air ; and the railway under- 
ground will enable us to bring back the stuff, so as to keep the 
level quite clear, and the last fathom will be as speedily driven 
as the first. There is scarcely any water in the level — not 
above twenty gallons per minute — and not a drop falling from 
the back of the level (the end). Therefore, I think we may 
expect that the land-springs will not trouble us. 

** The spring that came down around the outside of the 
walling of the shaft is rather increased. The directors are in 
wonderful spirits, and everything goes on very easily and 
pleasantly. The engines on the river go on as usual. 

" I remain. Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" RiCHD. Trevithick. 

" Plough Inn, Kidney Stairs, Limehouse, 

" P.S. — The 2-inch iron air-pipes that were provided before I 
took the work in hand are too small. The smith's bellows has 
nearly two hundredweight on the top plank, yet at the bottom 
of the shaft it will scarcely blow out a candle. I shall put 
down larger pipes next week." 

It is remarkable that in 1807 Trevithick familiarly 
spoke of a railway in connection with underground 
work, and of supplying miners with pure air by the 
use of the steam-engine, while in 1870 we talk of en- 
forcing the latter by Act of Parliament. 

" Mr. Giddy, " London, September I2th, 1807. 

" Sir,— This day I received yours, and am very much 
obliged to you for your attention to my welfare. Last week we 
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drove and secured in the tunnel 25 yards, and I see no doubt 
of getting on in future with the same speed. We are now 
about 180 feet from the shaft, and as we approach the river the 
ground is better, and the water does not increase ; but to be 
prepared for the worst, it is agreed to have a 30-horse-power 
engine in readiness, to assist in case of cutting more water than 
the present engine can cope with. 

" The distance from the shaft to the spot on the opposite 
shore, where we intend to come up to the day, is about 1220 feet. 
This distance I hope to accomplish in a short time, unless some 
unfavourable circumstance turns up, which at this time there is 
no sign of. Should the ground prove softer we can drive 
horizontal piles ; should the water increase we shall have three 
times the power in reserve as we now occupy. 

** The directors are highly pleased with our present pro- 
ceedings. In consequence of this job I have been called on to 
take the direction of a very extensive work, the nature of which 
1 am not yet fully informed ; but am to meet the party on 
Thursday next for further information, when I shall communi- 
cate the plan to you for your investigation ; at the same time I 
must beg your pardon for so often troubling you on matters that 
cannot advantage you, and hope you will excuse my freedom, 
being driven to you as a source of information that I cannot be 
furnished with from any other quarter. 

" The engines continue to get on as usual on the river. The 
great engine is not yet at work; but hope it will soon be 
completed. 

" I remain, Sir, 

'• Your very humble servant, 

"KiCHD. Trevithick. 

" Plough Inn, Kidney Stairs, LimehoitseJ" 

In the midst of hoped-for success, a special meeting 
of proprietors was held on the 24th December, 1807, 
and it was put to the meeting that Mr. Trevithick does 
not possess the confidence of the company, and that the 
directors be requested to put an end to all engagements 
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with him. The proposal was negatived by 137 voices 
against 61 ; the directors supporting their engineer. 
The continuance of this opposition (this was the second 
time this question was discussed during the four 
months) not only diverted the attention of the directors 
from the daily consideration of the progress of the 
work, but roused Trevithick's naturally impetuous 
action to drive ahead for the other shore. 

The drift had been carried on a level line from the 
shaft until past the middle of the river, to facilitate 
drainage, when it ascended at about the same slope as 
the river-bed towards the northern side, the roof of 
the drift being about 30 feet under the bed of the river. 
The strata passed through from the shore to the middle 
was firm sand and gravel, while for the last 200 feet 
it had been rocky. This strata of rock had been seen 
in the shaft on the south side 7 feet 6 inches thick, and 
was known to dip going north about 1 in 50. While 
the driftway was under it, it helped to keep the water 
out and gave firmness to the ground; but as going 
north it was deeper below the surface than on the 
south side, and as the driftway had to rise to the 
surface within a certain distance from high-water mark 
on the north side, it had of necessity to pass through 
this strata of rock. The riee of the drift was then 
about 1 in 9. The strata of rock had been cut through 
on the 21st December. The face or breastwork at the 
end showed that the lower half or bottom of the drift 
was still in rock, while the upper half or roof was in 
treacherous quicksand. 

Then was the time for calm and thoughtful con- 
sideration of evidences in the drift by the directors, 
when a wise word would have averted failure and 
secured success. Unfortunatelv the directors were 
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occupied in preparing to meet the dissatisfied pro- 
prietors at the special meeting to be held within three 
days ; the drift followed its doomed course for two 
more critical days, when on the 23rd the water and 
quicksand rushed in, in spite of every precaution; 
and. the next day, the 24th December, the directors, 
who should have been in quiet consultation at the drift- 
way, were in noisy' dispute with their opponents at the 
* George and Vulture ' tavern, Oornhill. 

There is no trace of wise retreat under the shelter of 
the rock — in which course another 100 feet would have 
brought them beyond low-water mark on the south shore 
— except in the drawing made by Trevithick, show- 
ing a test-hole bored through it and strata abpve, just . 
before reaching the point where the fatal rock was cut 
through. He calls it the test-hokj and says, " The stra- 
tum of sand with water showed that the break was the 
consequence of not boring in time. The boyer hole 
near the shaft on the south shore, made by Robert 
Vazie, shows the evil consequence of communicating 
the two springs." 

From Trevithick's words in his own writing there is 
no doubt that he feared to break through the rock, and 
foresaw the rush of sand and water as in the earlier 
experiment in the shaft. His opponents used this 
breakdown as an additional reason for his dismissal. 

** DaVIES Giddy, Esq., " London, Decemher SOth, 1807. 

** Sir, — Your politeness in answering my inquiries re- 
specting Mr. Trevithick's engines some time ago, emboldens 
me to request a further favour of you, relating to that gentle- 
man. Since the directors of the Thames Archway Company 
contracted with Mr. T. to execute the driftway, he has had 
the misfortune to incur the displeasure of a considerable pro- 
prietor (not a director), and who has had influence enough, by 
VOL. I. S 
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partial representations indefatigably urged, to form a strong 
party against him, so much so that a special assembly of the 
company was convened by this proprietor and his friends, for 
the special purpose (as it turned up in argument) to throw a 
degrading stigma on Trevithick's character, not only as an 
incompetent miner and engineer, but as a man of integrity ; 
and indirectly to censure the directors for employing him. A 
resolution was proposed by this gentleman that Mr. T. does 
not possess the confidence of the company, and that he be dis- 
charged from all his engagements with it. Though the author 
of this proposition was induced by the sense of the company 
to withdraw it, yet his assertions, which were very bold and 
numerous, and unsupported by his facts, seemed to retain their 
weight on the minds of his own pai-ty, notwithstanding the folly 
and weakness of the proposition; folly, because Trevithick 
. could not legally be discharged, and wicked, because if he could 
have been, it must have been by a breach of honour and good 
faith in the directors, to the great injury of Mr. Trevithick. 

" Among the assertions of the proprietor alluded to, he 
represented that T. had imposed on the directors by magnifying 
beyond the truth the importance of his engagements in other 
objects, so as to induce the directors to believe that they could 
only secure his services by a bargain extravagantly favourable 
to him, and that all his representations to this effect were false 
in fact. Although the directors declared that these circum- . 
stances had no influence on their minds in making their contract 
with T., which they considered fair and reasonable, and do still, 
yet it seems highly desirable now, to the vindication of Mr. T.'s 
moral character, so grossly attacked, that some evidence be 
adduced at a future opportunity of the existence of some of 
those engagements which Mr. T. did certainly mention ; and as 
I think you stated to the directoi*s your knowledge or belief in 
some of them, it would be highly pleasing to me, and I believe 
to every other director, if you would take the trouble of 
informing me what you know or recollect about them. 

"It was said that he had represented himself to have large 
concerns or engagements in Cornwall, or in the neighbourhood 
of Bristol, an engagement with the Trinity House for raising 
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ballast, and an offer of some engagement of importance with a 
Mr. Trotter. It was roundly asserted by the said proprietor 
that Trevithick had no foundation whatever for these repre- 
sentationa Speaking of him as an engineer, he treated him in 
the most degrading terms^ and as a miner, a very quack. 

" Notwithstanding the directors have had no reason in any 
instance whatever to change the very favourable opinion they 
formed of him, at your recommendation, yet, sir, it would be 
eminently satisfactory to them to be able to refute, by such 
respectable evidence as yours, at some future period, those base 
calumnies attempted to be cast upon him — certainly in no respect 
justified by his conduct ; and as I recollect you spoke of him in 
very flattering terms as a miner and engineer of great skill and 
experience, and as a man of great integrity, I venture to hope 
that you will indulge me with your candid opinion of him on all 
these points, as well for the sake of my own and co-directors 
satisfaction, as for doing justice to a man against whom a very 
illiberal attetck has been made, and which if not refuted may 
very sensibly affect his future comfort. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your very obedient servant, 

** John Wyatt. 

" P.S. — The particulars of the observations made at the 
meeting on Mr. T. are not known to him, nor is he acquainted 
with this letter to you; but he has informed me that 
Mr. Eobert Vazie once addressed a letter to you respecting 
him, and of your favourable answer. If you will have the 
goodness to favour me with copies of these, they may be used 
very advantageously iu favour of Trevithick." 

Mr. Wyatt was one of the few appreciative men that 
now and then crossed Trevithick's troubled path. 

** Mr. Giddy, " Thames Abohwat, January bth, 1808. 

" Sir, — About ten days since I received your letter, 
which was wrongly directed, and did not come to me in due 
course. I have sold the ballast business to a company, which is 

S 2 
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carrying it on. I should have written to you on the receipt of 
your letter ; but at the time it amved we were in a quicksand, 
and I wished to get through it before writing. The drift is 
driven 952 feet from the shaft, and is about 140 feet from 
high-water mark on the north side of the river, and hope to be 
through in a fortnight. Some weeks we drove 20 fathoms; 
but for fifteen or twenty days before we met the quicksand we 
had a very hard lime rock, which much impeded us. During 
the last fortnight scarcely anything has been done in the end 
on account of the quicksand ; but now we are again in a strong 
clay ground, and getting on quickly. The drift is 72 feet 
below high-water mark. When we commenced to drive from 
the shaft it was a firm green sand ; soon a bed of gravel of about 
8 inches thick came down from the back. As we drove north 
we found all the strata dip about 1 foot in 50. On the top 
of the gravel there is about 3 feet of clay, then a limestone 
rock (made from water) about 5 feet thick. It is evident that 
this is a made rock, because the green sand that we began to 
drive in is several feet under the rock, and there is a large 
quantity of branches of trees in it turned into stone. On the 
top of the rock there is a proper bed of oysters, mud and 
oysters about 2^ feet thick. Above this is about 5 feet of clay 
mixed with sand ; above that is the quicksand of 2 J feet thick ; 
and above that is a strong dry clay, which we suppose holds up 
to the bottom of the river, which is about 20 feet. We bored 
on the north side, and found this quicksand was above the back 
of the drift, and a great quantity of water in it. 

** I proposed to bore up in the back of the drift, to tap it and 
let down the water gently through an iron pipe, but I could not 
be permitted. 

" In course of working in the drift the water and quicksand 
broke down in the back of the drift, drowned the engine, and 
threw a great quantity of sand down into the drift. This sand 
is nearly as fine as flour, and when in water is exceedingly 
quick. We had the good fortune to stop up the drift tight 
with timber before the water got up to prevent us, and we have 
drained the sand, so that the engine is again complete master 
of it. I had a machine made to drive very long flat iron bare 
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close up to the back of the drift, through the stopping boards 
in the end ; and then cleared out the drift under them, and 
timbered very closely under the bars. By driving a great 
number of bars of iron I again reached the end of the drift, 
which is now again in good course for driving. After we had 
stopped the end of the drift to prevent the quicksand from 
coming back, I bored 14 feet up in the back of the level, and 
forced up a 2-inch iron pipe above the quicksand, which pre- 
vented the quicksand from coming away with the water, and 
also took off the weight or pressure of water from the breaking 
ground in the back of the drift. 

** It was strongly proposed by one of the proprietors (when 
the drift was half-way in) to open out from that place the tunnel 
to 16 feet high and 16 feet wide. I refused to do it, knowing 
that this water and quicksand was over our head, and that as 
soon as we began to incline the bottom of the drift up toward 
the surface on the north side we should be into it. It was with 
the greatest difficulty that we could stop it in the drift, only 
2^ feet wide and 5 feet high. 

" Had we opened the tunnel to the full size, every man that 
might have been underground at the time must have been lost, 
and the river through into the tunnel in ten minutes, for the 
water would have brought the 2i-feet stratum of quicksand into 
the tunnel, and then the clay roof would have sunk under the 
weight of the river; for it would have been impossible to stop it 
over a space 16 feet high and 16 feet wide ; the engine would 
have been drowned in one minute, and the sand would have 
constantly come away until the roof fell through into the drift. 

** This proprietor has been very much exasperated against me 
ever since, because I would not open out the tunnel from the 
middle of the drift up to the full size. This gent was never in a 
mine in his life, neither does he know anything about it. He 
called a general meeting to discharge me, but he was taken 
no notice of, and the thanks of the meeting given to me for my 
good conduct, and his friend Mr. Vazie discharged. They have 
oflfered me 1250Z. more for my attendance, to open the drift up 
to the full size of the tunnel, and wish me to engage with them 
immediately, before the first contract expires. 
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" The quicksand when drained is very hard, and after the 
drift is through the ground it will be so completely drained that 
I cannot see any risk in opening to the full size. 

" When you come to town I shall have several things to lay 
before you, and .shall be very much obliged to you to say when 
you expect to be here. 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" RiCHD. Tbevithick." 

In Trevithick's time geology had not become a 
familiar study, and probably he had never read a page 
on the subject : yet his reasoning is simple and logical ; 
for the infiltrated limestone rock, " made from w^ater," 
resting on a strata having in it branches of trees, was 
a proof that it w^as not an original limestone rock. 

The propriety of forcing an iron pipe from the roof 
of the drift up into the top of the bed of quicksand for 
the purpose of drawing off the water was evidently a 
much-disputed point, and was carried against Trevithick, 
though after the water had forced its way into the drift 
his drain-pipe was approved of, and was used by him 
and others ; but the strata had then become broken, and 
the pipe less effective than it might have been at an 
earlier period. Trevithick has been called an obstinate 
man because of his improper use of this drain-pipe, but 
this letter proves quite the contrary, for it shows that 
he obeyed orders, and without a tinge of recrimination. 

By a continuous working of the extra pumping 
engine which he had provided at the shaft in case of 
such an emergency, the water and sand were so far 
cleared out of the drift that men could go in. How 
were the numerous inpours of water and sand through 
every crevice to be stopped? The timbering at the top 
of the end was the most leaky ; but in the cramped 
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Width of 2ifeet it was impossible to remove and 
replace timbers with celerity. Iron plates were there- 
fore driven through the stopping boards, close to the 
roof, in the end of the drift, into the disturbed strata, 
forming a roof of iron. This enabled the wood end to 
be moved, and to be advanced without bringing down 
the roof. Unfortunately the machine invented and 
made for driving those bars is not described. 

He was also right in declining to undertake to 
enlarge the drift when half-way through, as proved 
by the great difficulty afterwards experienced by Mr. 
Brunei in driving the larger tunnel. The object was to 
perfect the drift that it should serve as a drain to free 
the larger tunnel from water during its construction, as 
well as a means of know- 
ing the strata. 

By the 26th January, 
1808, in a month's work 
since leaving the rock 
strata, they had only ad- 
vanced 81 feet when the 
water and sand again 
rushed in in such in- 
creased quantities through 
the openings for advanc- 
ing the end or breast- 
work, that the workmen 
could no longer resist it, 
and with difficulty reached 
the shaft, with but just 

sufficient space for breath- sketch ok mikkh in dkikt. 

ing room between the sur- 
face of the rising water and the roof of the drift. 
Trevithick was one of the lot ; and as the water filled 
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the drift and rose in the shaft, the miners floated 
with it until rescued. Mrs. Trevithick spoke of her 
husband coming home through the streets without hat 
or shoes, half drowned, and covered with clay and dirt, 
but not discouraged by this first really serious break- 
down, the drift being 1028 feet in length. The drift- 
way and shaft were filled with water and sand, and the 
bed of the river, 30 feet above it, sank into a dish form 
over the hole, from the quantity of sand carried by the 
rushing water into the drift ; causing the thick strata of 
clay forming the bed of the river to sink more and 
more. A crack or hole through this clay would be 
fatal, therefore more clay was thrown into the river, 
to fill the hollow and prevent if possible any communi- 
cation between the water and the beds of quicksand 
surrounding the drift. A large canvas sheet loaded 
with clay, and bags filled with clay, were also thrown 
on to tlie river-bed. 

The following shows that even then he was sanguine 
of success : — 

" Mr. Giddy, "Thames AftCHWAY, February 2nd, 1808. 

" Sir, — I have been for some time expecting a note from 
you, of your arrival, which is the reason for not having written 
to you long since. I am glad to find that both you and the old 
gentleman enjoy good health. I enjoy the same ; but have a 
great deal of exercise both of body and mind about this job 
here. 

" Last week the water broke down on us from the river, 
through a quicksand, and filled the whole of the level and shaft 
in ten minutes. I have stopped it completely tight, and the 
miners are at work again. We are beyond low-water mark on 
the north side with the drift ; if we have no further delays we 
shall hole up to the surface in ten or twelve days. I cannot 
give you as full a description, by the pen, as I wish ; but will 
see you on Friday morning. 
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" On Thursday, at twelve o'clock, there will be a meeting of 
the directors, on the spot. If they knew you are in town, you 
would be pressed very hard to attend. If you can attend I 
shall be very happy to see you on the spot, as I have a great 
deal to communicate to you. 

** I have no doubt of accomplishing my job. 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Rd. Tbevithick." 

The discontented proprietors had now a real cause 
for talking, and made such a stir as reached the ears of 
the Lord Mayor, who accused the headstrong engineer 
of making a great hole in the bed of the river ; and then 
the tide turned, and he was charged with forming a great 
bank in the river. The Lord Mayor laid an embargo 
of pains and penalties on all and every who should 
interfere with the river-bed without his permission; 
and being dutifully asked, allowed the engineer to pro- 
ceed. Trevithick struggled on slowly, and, at immi- 
nent risk of health and life, forced the drift forward 
1000 feet from the shaft, that narrow passage being the 
only means of escape, should any one of the numerous 
bits of planking break away and allow the inrush of 
sand and water. This was enough to prevent ordinary 
men from going on ; and in addition was the impure, 
dull, unchanged air in that wooden drain, in which 
the dim light of a candle that could scarcely be kept 
burning, and the constant drip of water, where the 
workmen could never stand erect, or squeeze past one 
another without difficulty, and could only work one at 
a time in the narrow end, were more than sufficient to 
daunt the most determined. 

Iron pipes were driven through the roof into the 
sand-beds, in the hope of drawing off the water; but they 
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became choked with clay, and the sh'ghtest opening in 
the planking of the end was followed by a rush of sand 
and water. Only 70 feet remained between the end 
and low- water mark on the opposite or north shore : a 
small barrier which was fated to be impassable. The 
directors stopped all proceedings, and considered what 
should next be done. Trevithick supplied the following 
plan and opinion : the Plate is copied from his original 
drawing^ except that, for want of space, only the part 
bearing on the stoppage is shown. His plan, some 
5 feet long, gives the whole length of the work. 

This proposed plan (Plate IX.) for enabling the drift 
to be continued illustrates his genius ; for he had never 
been taught to deal with river-beds, yet principles, are 
here introduced which have since been largely applied, 
and spoken of as modern discoveries. 

The day following the date of Trevithick's last note 
to Davies G-ilbert (then G-iddy), another inrush of water 
and sand prie vented progress. The drift, 1028 feet 
in length, was through a considerable portion of the 
bed of quicksand, when a fall of earth in the roof 
filled the drift with sand, clay, and water, causing a 
sensible orifice in the bed of the river. Trevithick 
persevered, and again draining the drift, forced his 
way forward another 14 feet, making a total length of 
1040 feet. 

The proprietors called a meeting, and desired two 
engineers to examine and report, and also to act. 

Trevithick recommended a wood caisson filled with 
clay, with a wooden shaft through it, to be placed 
over the sunken hollow in the bed of the river, 
the shaft to be carried down to the roof of the 
drift; another wooden shaft, hooped with iron, was 
also to be sunk through the bed of the river, a little 
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in advance of the end of the drift, to facilitate the 
carrying the drift through the remainder of the quick- 
sand. 

Directors, proprietors, and engineers were now at 
variance, and from a meeting of directors on the 12th 
April, 1808, the following particulars were sent to each 
proprietor : — 

" Since the removal of Eobert Vazie from the office of resi- 
dent engineer to the Thames Archway Company, several pro- 
prietors in that concern have expressed their dissatisfaction at 
the proceedings of the works under Mr. Trevithick, and have 
taken many steps to impede their progress and darken Mr. 
Trevithick's reputation ; yet, as no act of Mr. Trevi thick's in- 
competency was ever shown, though many were falsely alleged, 
and as the directors never observed any instance either of 
neglect or want of skill in him, but that on every occasion where 
his knowledge, his intelligence, and experience in his profession 
were questioned and examined by competent persons, his talents 
appeared very superior to the common . level, the confidence 
which the directors reposed in him was not shaken. But the 
directors, upon the suggestion of the dissatisfied proprietors, and 
with a view to gratify their wishes, consented on the 29th Feb- 
ruary, 1808, to apply to two professional miners of high reputa- 
tion in the North of England, approved by themselves, to come 
and examine the state of the works. These gentlemen, namely, 
Mr. William Stobart, of Lumley Park, Durham, and Mr. John 
Buddie, of Walls' End, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, arrived in London 
on the 5th instant, and inspected the works on the 7th ; and 
on that day attended a meeting of the directors, when the 
written questions hereafter stated were delivered to them for 
their consideration and answers ; and the meeting of the direc- 
tors* being adjourned to the 9th instant to receive the answers, 
those gentlemen attended on that day, and delivered to the 
Board their answers in writing. 

I extract only those portions bearing directly on 
Trevithick and his acts. 
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** 2nd. — Do you approve of the methods he has pursued for 
stopping the water from the river ? 

" We do approve of the methods Mr. Trevithick has pursued 
of stopping the water from the river. 

"4th. — Do you approve of sinking a shaft, as proposed by 
Mr. Trevithick, for securing the ground injured by the frac- 
ture in the bed of the river ; or would you advise any other 
method ? 

" Taking all the circumstances into consideration, we do not 
think that any better plan can be adopted for the security of 
the ground injured by the fracture in the bed of the river, than 
that suggested by Mr. Trevithick. 

" 11th. — ^Is it your opinion that this fracture has been occa- 
sioned by any unskilfulness on the director of the works, Mr. 
Trevithick ? 

" This fracture, in our opinion, has not in any degree been 
occasioned by the unskilfulness of the undertaker, Mr. Tre- 
vithick, although we might have recommended a continuance of 
the drift in a horizontal direction for about 140 feet farther, 
previous to the commencement of its ascent We might have 
recommended this 140 feet additional, only to have given equal 
width between the drift and the river ; but, if this had been 
done, the tunnel itself must have been so much longer, or else 
the rise quicker in proportion. 

"12th. — Have you in any part of the works discovered a 
want of knowledge and intelligence in Mr. Trevithick in the 
business of this undertaking ? 

" No part of the works, in our opinion, exhibits any want of 
knowledge or intelligence in Mr. Trevithick in the business of 
this undertaking. As a practical miner, this work does credit 
to any man who has performed it ; and he has great merit in 
the performance, and need not be afraid of anyone viewing the 
work. 

" 17th. — From what you have observed of Mr. Trevithick, on 
this occasion, are you of opinion that he is a proper person to 
conduct the undertaking ? 

" We have not the least hesitation in saying that he is. He 
has shown most extraordinary skill and ingenuity in passing the 
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quicksand ; and we do not know any practical miner that we 
think more competent to the task than he is. We judge from 
the work itself, and until this occasion of viewing the work, we 
did not know Mr. Trevithick. 

** ISth. — Do yoQ approve of the borings which Mr. Trevithick 
made in the roof of the drift ; and putting up the pipes to draw 
off the water ? 

"It was the most judicious method he could pursue." 

" After perusing the opinion of men . of such eminence in 
their profession as Messrs. Stobart and Buddie, the directors, 
whose confidence in Mr. Trevithick has been unvaried, made 
no doubt that the proprietors at large, whose minds are not in- 
fected by prejudice or invidious motives, will concur with them, 
that that confidence was not only well founded, but that Mr. 
Trevithick's character stands even higher in his profession 
than their discernment of his merits had led tliem to judge of 
him. 

"Not only did a Member of Parliament, highly respected for 
the purity of his conduct and scientific requirements (Mr. Davies 
Giddy), attend the Board of Directors, and give so high a cha- 
racter of Mr. Trevithick, both as to his talents as a miner and 
integrity as a man, that not a single director hesitated on that 
head, but also, a proprietor, Mr. Butt, who is a distinguished 
individual of the discontented party, did himself bring to the 
Board, from another quarter of great respectability, a report as 
favourable to Mr. Trevithick as that given by Mr. Giddy." 

The directors received these opinions of Messrs. Sto- 
bart and Buddie on the 7th April, 1808, and directed 
Mr. Ryan to make borings on the north shore; but 
being still in doubt, on the 19th April sought advice 
from Mr. Charlton, from whose report a few questions 
and answers are selected to show the confusion of 
management. 

" 3rd. — Do you conceive that the drift corresponds with the 
plans ? 
" Yes ; I see nothing to the contrary. 
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" 4th. — ^Is the drift made in such a way as you would have 
advised ? 

*' For a temporary drift it is. 

" 5th. — Is it carried on in such a way as you would have 
advised as to its level and distance from the river ? 

•' Any man would naturally take it as near the river as he 
could with safety, and I would have advised it. 

" 8th.— Whether you would have advised making a drift in 
the way this has been done, for the purpose of enlarging that 
drift to the extent of 11 or 12 feet diameter ? 

" I would not ; it is my opinion that you should have finished 
as you went on. 

" 9tL — Whether you would advise in the present state of the 
drift to continue it to the north side, or abandon it and make 
another drift ? 

** I think that as it is gone so far, if it was driven through 
it would give great advantage for air, and convenience for 
bringing out and taking in materials, and safer for the work- 
men, emd therefore I would advise it to be carried through. 

" 15th. — Would you advise the borings that are now making 
to be completed ? 

"No." 

" Resolved, from the evidence adduced at this liieeting, that 
Mr. Trevithick was acquainted with the borings already made 
in the north shore of the river, notwithstanding the representa- 
tion to the contrary appears in Mr. Braithwaite's report" 

" At a meeting of directors on the 2l8t April, 1808 : — 

** Resolved, that the borings on the north side of the river be 
discontinued till further orders, and that notice thereof be given 
to Mr. Rastrick." 

" At a meeting of directors, 9th May, 1808, Mr. Trevithick 
attended this meeting and stated that the new engine was com- 
pleted and at that work; and he now thought it prudent to at- 
tempt proceeding with the drift, previously to sinking a caisson, 
as he expected to get through the quicksand, after proceeding 
with the drift 5 or 6 feet farther." 

** Resolved, that Mr. Trevithick be directed to open the 
breast, and proceed with the drift without delay. Mr. Trevi- 
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thick delivered to 'this meeting the following claim upon the 
company, for the time he has lost since the works were last 
suspended, namely, thirty-four days at two guineas per day." 

" Resolved, that the consideration of the above claim be sus- 
pended for the present." 

** At a meeting of directors on the 16th May, 1808, Mr. 
Trevithick attended, and delivered the following report : — 

" On opening the breast this week we found the wood piles 
rather loose, which were driven up and fastened ; after which 
the miners attempted to proceed, but were driven back several 
times by water and sand. Opened several old pipes that were 
put in the roof, out of which water flowed strongly leaving the 
breast ; this enabled the miners to proceed 22 inches." 

"At a meeting on the 6th June, 1808, Mr. John Rastrick's 
report is received by the directors : — 

" Tour workmen were employed last week in taking up 40 
tons of clay and gravel, which formed a ridge on the bed of the 
river, and in putting a sail over the broken ground, getting,- 
loading, and unloading 160 tons of clay, which clay covers the 
sail about 3 feet thick. The drift is quite clear of sand up to 
the door ; which door is 18 feet from the face, and is full of 
sand. The water at the tin and door flows strong and clear. 

" Resolved, that Mr. Trevithick be directed to put the old 
engine in repair." 

In June, 1808, Mr. Rastrick was 'the engineer of 
the driftway, and on the 11th made a report to the 
directors : — 

"Monday, men were employed in driving iron piles, and 
loading a barge with clay. 

" Tuesday, boring a hole 98 feet south of the incline : this pipe, 
like all the former ones, discharged water free of sand for half 
an hour, during which time the end was dry, when the sand flowed 
and plugged up the pipe. The rock at this hole is 5 feet thick. 

*' Wednesday, boring a hole 109 feet sotith of the incline, out 
of which we could get no water, though it was bored 16 feet high. 
Opened pipe 98 feet south of the incline ; this eased the breast. 
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and miners proceeded in driving piles. They had not t)een 
above half an hour at this work before the pipe stopped, and 
sand and water flowed strong through pipe 109 feet. 

'* Thursday, miners opened the above pipes, which, as before, 
discharged sand and water ; plugged up, and opened the breast, 
which appeared favourable, but as soon as the first pile was 
driven, the whole of the piles came back about an inch and half. 
Secured the breast and left the drift. 

"Friday, opened the hole 109 feet, and put up pipes 3 feet 
long, making pipes in this hole 15 feet. Water flowed strong 
and clear for two hours, during which time miners opened 
breast and drove piles, after which sand flowed very strong 
through the pipe ; plugged up, and left the drift. 

" Saturday, bored a hole 173^ feet south of the incline. This 
hole was bored 19 feet high, through which the sand flowed 
very strong ; plugged up, and drove four iron plates in the 
breast 18 inches long and 10 inches broad. 

" Sunday, opened breast, cut out piles, and prepared for a set 
of timbers. At this moment the piles appeared loose ; sand and 
water flowing strong out of the bottom of the drift, about 8 feet 
from the end. Secured breast, caulked the joints, and left the 
drift." 

Without attempting to define Trevithick's position 
during this kaocking together of heads of eminent en- 
gineers, directors, and shareholders, it is evident that 
for two or three months Mr. Rastrick had power to 
act, closing his short authority by the significant 
words, " secured breast, caulked the joints, and left the 
drift." 

Mr. Rastrick and other engineers acted on Trevi- 
thick's plans without even suggesting any particular 
change. They would scarcely have been employed, 
except on the understanding that they could do better 
than Trevithick ; ' yet they made no progress, and 
admitted that he was the only man for the work. 

During this short respite from daily attendance 
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on the driftway, Trevithick had constructed the first 
London railway, and had conveyed or was about con- 
veying the first railway passenger train by the loco- 
motive * Catch-me-who-can/ 

The drift having been idle for nearly two months, 
Trevithick recommended a new plan, and a special 
meeting for its consideration was called. 

" Thames Aechway, Rothebhithe, 
" Mr. Giddy, «* juiy 28M, 1808. 

** Sir, — ^I have yours of the 24th, and intend to put the 
inscription on the engine, which you sent to me. 

"About four or five days ago I tried the engine, which 
worked exceedingly well, but the ground was very soft, and the 
engine (about eight tons) sunk the timbers under the rails, and 
broke a great number of them. I have now taken up the 
whole of the timber and iron, and have laid balk, of from 12 
to 14 inches square, down on the ground, and have nearly 
all the road laid again, which now appeara very firm. We 
prove every part as we lay it down, by i-unning the engine over 
it by hand. I hope it will all be complete by the end of this 
week. 

" The tunnel is at a stand, and a special meetin j; is called for 
Saturday, in consequence of my proposing a new method of 
carrying it on ; and if put into effect (of which I have no doubt) 
the driftway is long enough, and would not be of more service 
if wholly across. 

'^ The plan I have laid before them is to make a caisson, 
50 feet long, 30 feet wide, and as high as from the bottom of 
the river to high water. It is made of whole balk, the joints 
caulked tight as a ship. On the caisson is placed an engine 
for driving the piles and drawing them again, and also for 
lifting bricks out of the barges, and the stuff out of the caisson 
into the barges, by a crane worked by the engine. The piles 
must be driven within this caisson, in every square, and as deep 
as the bottom of the tunneL Then remove the earth and con- 
struct 50 feet in length of brick tunnel; then remove the 
caisson, draw the piles, and refix them 50 feet farther on in the 
VOL. I. T 
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river, and add another piece to the tunnel, and so on, until the 
whole is finished. 

" By this plan only 50 feet of the river would be occupied 
at one time, or less than a 400-ton ship at anchor in the 
river. We must bore up from the roof of the drift and put up 
a pipe to tap down the water from the caisson every time we 
move it. 

" The caisson and engine, with all its materials, will float 
together, and almost all the work will be done by the steam- 
engine. 

"The first plan was for a tunnel of 11 feet in diameter, for 
foot passengers only, and was to be 14 feet lower than this 
present plan. 

" This plan is two tunnels side by side, 12 feet diameter, each 
to have a waggon-road of 8 feet wide, and a foot-path of 4 feet 
wide; one tunnel to admit persons going forward, the other 
backward, so as to prevent mischief in passing. 



.a^^^ce. 



C^ 
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**This plan can be completed for 10,000Z. less than the 
original foot-path of 11 feet wide. I think this a safe and sure 
plan, while the other would be very expensive, dangerous, and 
imcertain ; and if ever executed would be but a foot passage. 
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, " No. 1 is the frame that guides the piles straight 
" No. 2, pieces of timber across over the back of the arches, 

to keep the feet of the piles firm when we move the cai&son. 
" No. 4, showing the piles, with a half-circle cut out of each, 

about 3 inches in diameter, down which oakum is driven to 

make the piles water-tight in the joints. 

** This plan will shorten the tunnel ; it is not so deep as the 

other, therefore will come to clay much sooner on each side of 

the river, and the timber to support the roof will be saved. 

Your opinion on this plan will very much oblige 

" Your very humble servant, 

** Richard Trevithick." 

The proposed caisson for repairing the drift seems not 
to have been adopted, and was followed by a recom- 
mendation to build two brick timnels, each 12 feet in 
diameter, to accommodate the to and from streams of 
passengers and wheel-carriages, in lieu of the original 
intention of one tunnel of 11 feet in diameter: it was 
to be 6 feet below the bed of the river, or 14 feet nearer 
the surface than the original design ; thus reducing the 
stiff and very objectionable incline to and from the 
tunnel from its low level. 

The double tunnel was to be constructed on a new 
plan. Instead of mining through the quicksand, a 
water-tight box of planks and piling was to be placed 
in the river, the enclosed earth excavated to the required 
depth, a length of brick tunnel built, the river-bed re- 
placed, and the box removed ahead, for an additional 
length of brick tunnel, while the materials were to 
be moved, and the piles drawn, by a steam-crane, in- 
troduced by Trevithick a few years before,^ and the 
surplus water drained by a pipe into the old driftway. 



* See Trevi thick's letter, 10th January, 1805, chap. xv. 

T 2 
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This plan for an improved double way, estimated 
to cost 10,000/. less than the tunnel or mining pro- 
cess, came before the directors on the 4th August, 

1808, when "they resolved that the works be not 
proceeded with until further orders;" and on the 16th 
November, 

" Resolved " (Mr. Trevithick and Mr. Rastrick attended the 
meeting) " it having been stated to the directors by Mr. Trevi- 
thick that from unforeseen difficulties arising in continuing the 
present drift through the quicksand and broken ground on 
the north shore, the same will be attended with much gi-eater 
expense than was originally estimated ; and he having at the 
same time suggested another mode of making the tunnel at a 
much less expense, the directors think it expedient that such 
plan should be taken into consideration." 

" Resolved, that the following gentlemen be requested to 
take the said plan into their consideration : General Twiss, 
Lieut.-Colonel Mudge, Lieut.-Colonel Shrapnell, and Sir Thomas 
Hyde Page, with a request that they will report to the Board 
their opinion thereon." 

•' On the 18th March, 1809, Mr. Healing, the attorney of Mr. 
Trevithick, attended this meeting, and stated he was authorized 
by Mr. Trevithick to accept 800Z., in addition to what he had 
received, in full of all demands on the company, or to consent 
to leave his demand to arbitration ; but the directors not con- 
senting to so large a sum, Mr. Healing withdrew, having no 
authority to accept a less sum." 

The following plan, together with a description of 
the work done, was issued by the directors in March, 

1809, soliciting opinions from fresh engineers; but the 
writer believes this attempt to tunnel the Thames never 
advanced another inch : — 

** Fig. 1 is the section of the shaft sunk on the south shore, 
lined with 9-inch brickwork laid in cement impervious to 
water. 
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Description of the Strata through which, it passed. 

ft. In. 

No. 1. Stratum consisting of brown clay 9 

„ 2. Loose gravel with a large quantity of water 20 8 
„ 3. Blue alluvial earth inclining to clay .. .. 3 

„ 4. Loam 5 1 

„ 6. Blue alluvial earth inclining to clay, mixed 

with shells 3 9 

„ 6. Calcareous rock, in which are imbedded gravel 
stones, and so hard as to resist the pickaxe, 
and to be broken only by wedges . . . . 7 6 
„ 7. Light-coloured muddy shale, in which were 

imbedded pyrites and calcareous stones . . 4 G 
„ 8. Green sand with gravel and a little water . . 6 

„ 9. Green sand 8 4 

08 4 

From the surface of the ground to high- water mark .. .. 8 

Depth of the shaft from high-water mark . . 76 4 

" The gravelly stratum No. 2 in the shaft extends about 400 
feet into the river from high-water mark at T, to V : at this 
latter place it is about 2 feet thick, and underneath is alluvial 
earth approaching the nature of clay. 

a The entrance of the driftway (further described in Fig. 2), 5 feet 
high, 3 feet wide at the bottom, 2 feet 6 inches at the top in 
the clear. 
b h The framing of the drift, consisting of 3-inch plank, 
c The platform. 

" Fig. 2 (shown in Plate X.) is a section, on a smaller scale, of 
the river, with the shaft and driftway. 

" Fig. 3 is a plan of tlie same. 

"In proceeding with the driftway towards the north shore, 
the strata were constantly varying. The following is a descrip- 
tion of the strata as they appeared at the face of the drift, at the 
several places specified. The variations in the intermediate 
spaces were not noted, but the surface of each stratum was nearly 
even for the greiater part of those spaces. 

Face of the drift at the entrance from the shaft, 

measuring from the bottom upwards,— ft in. ft, in. 

Green sand 4 6 

Gravel 6 



At a, being 177 feet from the shaft, — 

Green sand 4 

Gravel .. .. G 

Blue muddy shale .. .. 6 



5 



5 
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a. in. ft in. 

At 6, 234 feet, Green sand 3 9 

Gravel 3 

Blue muddy shale . . . . 10 

5 

At c, 295 feet, Green sand 3 7 

Gravel 3 

Blue muddy shale .. .. 12 

6 

At rf, 317 feet, Green sand 3 5 

Gravel 4 

Blue muddy shale .. .. 13 

5 

At e, 321 feet. Green sand 3 3 

Gravel 4 

Blue muddy shale . . . . 15 

5 

At/, 333 feet. Green sand 3 3 

Gravel 4 

Blue muddy shale . . . . 15 

5 

At flr, 350 feet, Green sand 2 8 

Gravel 4 

Blue muddy shale . . . . 2 

5 

At A, 493 feet, the green sand ends. 

At 1, 730 feet, Hard calcareous rock, mixed 

with loamy land 5 

At A;, 799 feet, Hard rock 5 

At /, 858 feet, Ditto 5 

At w, 901 feet, Ditto 5 

At n, 931 feet. Rock, with a little sand and 
shells, and water in the 

roof 5 

At 0, 945 feet. Hard rock 2 6 

Clay and shells 2 6 

5 

Ati>, 996 feet, Rock 3 

Clay 4 

Shells 2 

Clay 10 

Cockleshells 4 

Clays and shells 10 

Sand 2 

Clay 6 

Sand .. • 5 

6 

At y, 972 feet, Clay and shells 4 

Sand 10 

5 

At r, 992 feet. Clay and shells 8 

Sand 4 4 

5 

At «, 1011 feet, Sand .. 3 6 

Clay 16 

5 
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"The quantity of water in the gravel, No. 2, was so con- 
siderable, that a 14-hor8e engine could only keep the water 
a few feet below its natural level, and the shaft was sunk 
through by far the greatest part of this stratum into the blue 
stratum No. 3, with the water standing in it to the depth of 
several feet It is well ascertained that this stratum of gravel 
extends through a considerable part of the adjoining country ; 
but borings being made in the shaft from the bottom of this 
stratum, no water was met with in the substrata to the depth of 
86 feet from high water, where a spring was discovered, which 
rose in a few hours, through pipes inserted for that puipose, to 
a higher level than that in the gravelly stratum No. 2. The 
shaft was therefore sunk only to the depth of 76 feet 4 inches. 

" The drift was then carried forward in a horizontal direction to 
the north, 559 feet. And, in order to explore the ground in tlie 
northern part of the line of the then proposed tunnel, the drift 
was turned to the west 23 feet 6 inches from the centre of the 
former line to the centre of the new direction, and then to 
the north (intended to be enlarged afterwards to the size of the 
tunnel), and carried forward 341 feet, making the distance from 
the shaft to the beginning of the rise at D 922 feet. Through 
the whole of this line no material interruption occurred ; the 
strata consisted of firm sand, calcareous rock, and concreted 
gravel, with no more water than was easily kept under by a 
14-horse engine. 

'* At this point D the drift was made to incline upwards at the 
rate of 1 foot in 9. In prosecuting this part of the drift, at 
the distance of 23 feet from the beginning of the incline, the 
earth in the roof broke down, and discharged a great quantity 
of sand and water into the drift At the time this circumstance 
happened, a space of only 6 inches by 30 of earth in the roof and 
none in the face was left untimbered ; and through this space 
the earth kept falling by degrees, until a hole was formed capable 
of letting a man stand up in it, who perceived a quicksand, 
about 3 feet thick, and about 4 or 5 feet above the roof of the 
drift The stratum between the drift and sand was clay ; and 
water flowed from the sand. The hole was after some diflSeul- 
ties filled up, and the works proceeded. 
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** Prom the observations which had been made in the progress 
of the drift, the engineer found that the strata dipped slightly 
from the south to the north, and concluded that the gravelly 
stratum No. 2 in the shaft would end in quicksand. This in- 
ference was confirmed by borings in the north shore at E, and 
by the fact that the wells there are much deeper than on the 
south. In expectation therefore of drawing off the water from 
the face of the work, borings were made at Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, and 
pipes were forced up to the top of the quicksand at those places, 
which had the desired effect The water came free from sand 
for a considerable time; but when the sand began to come 
through any of the pipes they were plugged up, and others 
occasionally inserted in different places, to the south of these, 
with the same object in view, and. which kept the face of the 
work dry. By this means, and by using the utmost- precaution 
in all other respects^ the drift was afterwards extended 70 feet 
beyond this fracture ; where the roof broke down a second time, 
and sand and water entered the driftway with great violence, 
and to an alarming degree ; so that in about a quarter of an 
hour the water rose in the shaft nearly to the top of it On 
examining the river an opening or hole at w was discovered in 
the bed of about 4 feet diameter and 9 feet deep, and its sides 
nearly perpendicular. Into this hole clay, partly in bags, and 
other materials were thrown sufficient to fill it up ; and which 
succeeded in stopping the communication between the river and 
the drift. The face of the drift was again opened, but the men 
could make but little progress, as the water and sand frequently 
burst in upon them, and drove them away. The pipes Nos. 1, 
12, 13, and 14, were put up, and the drift was extended 20 feet 
6 inches fartlier, in nearly a horizontal direction, through the 
quicksand. At pipe No. 14 the first 14 mclies above the roof 
was clay, and 3 feet of sand above it. The face was then timbered 
up, to prevent any further fall of earth or sand ; and the pipe 
No. 18, 9 feet long, forced upwards diagonally, and the pipe 
No. 19 horizontally. The first 8 feet through which the pipe 18 
passed was blue clay, and the last foot quicksand, of which a 
considerable quantity immediately flowed into the drift. This 
pipe soon became clogged up, it is presumed with clay, as 
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some lamps came througli nearly as large as the diameter of 
the pipe. The pipe No. 19 was 8 feet 6 inches long, and 
discovered nothing but blue clay; no sand nor water came 
through it. 

** At this period the engineer reported that he had examined 
the bed of the river, and found the hole at w considerably in- 
creased both in width and depth, and the earth at x very much 
simk ; and that he had no doubt these two fractures communicated 
underneath. He then gave it as his opinion that an underground 
tunnel could not be made in that line, unless the fractures were 
covered by caissons, without which the further progress of the 
drift would be useless ; but that he had no doubt of being able to 
make a tunnel over the same line through the river, sufficiently 
deep into its bed, by means of movable caissons, or coflfer-dams, 
and at a less expense considerably than the original estimate for 
the underground plan, and wUhout any impediment to the navi- 
gation of (he river. Under these circumstances the further pro- 
gress of the works was suspended. 

** It is an important consideration with the company, that 
the size of the tunnel be large enough to admit two carriages to 
pass each other; or two of smaller dimensions, each to admit a 
carriage. 

** The company contemplate a foot tunnel, only in the event 
that a larger one should appear to be impracticable. 

^ The plans must be formed with regard to the tunnel being 
lighted. 

'^ N.B. — ^That plan whose line is the shortest, and ascent the 
easiest, will have great claims to preference, if equal in merit in 
other respects. 

** By order of the directors, 

" S. W. Wadbson, aerk. 
" Austin Friars, London, March 30M, 1809.** 

Trevithick had not counted on this abandonment of 
the work ; for at the time when the directors put aside 
the plans of their engineer, ** and thought proper to in- 
vite' ingenious men of every description to a consider- 
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ation of the best means of completing so useful and so 
novel an undertaking," he was in communication with 
his brother-in-law, Mr. Henry Harvey, to arrange the 
preparing and sending to London " 300 tons of scantled 
Cornish granite fortnightly," and his old friend William 
West was to superintend the cutting and shipping of 
the stone. 

As the free movement of ships in the river prevented 
the use of a bridge, the chief object in this underground 
passage was to avoid the great inconvenience of the 
boat-ferries across the river, between Eotherhithe and 
the large commercial docks on the south side of the 
Thames, and the narrow street on the north side, near 
the river entrance of the Regent's Canal at Limehouse, 
not far from the West India Docks, and about 2^ miles 
below London Bridge. 

Trevithick was engaged on this driftway a year 
and a half; during less than half of which active 
operations were in progress, while the remaining por- 
tion was taken up with vacillations and weakness in 
the directory, and interference and discord from the dis- 
contented shareholders. 

After a lapse of nearly twenty years, Brunei, in 
1825, commenced the Thames Tunnel, which, after great 
difficulties and unlooked-for expense, was opened to pas- 
sengers in 1843, from Eotherhithe across the river to 
Wapping, near the London Docks, about a mile and a 
half below London Bridge ; it consisted of a double 
tunnel made of brick, something like Trevithick had 
recommended ; but instead of using the proposed caisson, 
Brunei followed the principle applied in the drift, of 
underground working through the river-bed, securing 
the sides with brick or other material, and the working- 
end by wood or iron, or other means, allowing small 
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openings through which the earth was removed, which 
could be closed when quicksand or water overpowered 
the workmen. Brunei called this end apparatus a 
movable shield; it was a large complicated structure, 
allowing about thirtj-six men, each in a small compart- 
ment, to work in the end. In 1837, Sir Isambard Brunei 
informed the writer that the plans and papers on the 
driftway left by Trevithick had given him the highest 
opinion of his character and genius. 

In 1869 the Thames subway was constructed by 
Mr. Barlow . between Tooley Street and Tower Hill, 
about half a mile below London Bridge; consisting 
of a cast-iron tube, 7 feet in diameter, put together in 
pieces. 

The general outline of procedure was similar to 
that in the driftway, except that the work was secured 
by cast iron in lieu of wood. Trevithick's drift was of 
wood, Brunei's tunnel of brick, Barlow's of iron. 

The many scientific and practical men brought into 
contact with Trevithick during the progress of the 
driftway helped very much to diffuse the knowledge of 
his high-pressure engines and railway locomotion. 

Among the seventeen gentlemen who reported on 
his work were Eennie, Braithwaite, and Rastrick, all 
afterwards eminent in the engineering world, and others 
equally well known. Lieutenant-Q-eneral Twiss, Lieu- 
tenant^Colonel Mudge, Lieutenant-Colonel Shrapnel 1, 
helped with their particular experience ; and Mr. Wil- 
liam Stobart, of Durham, and Mr. John Buddie; of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, experienced miners, were also present. 
All these persons undoubtedly saw Trevithick's high- 
pressure engines at the Tunnel and elsewhere in London ; 
the dredging machines then at work in the river ; and 
the locomotive and passenger railway at that time 
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carrying passengers at a shilling a ride near Euston 
Square. The Newcastle and Durham coal proprietors 
in particular must have seen the engines, as they knew 
that Trevithick had sent a colliery locomotive to New- 
castle and to Wales, and were especially interested in 
such matters. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

IRON. TANXS. 

TrevUhick and IHckinsorCa Specification, Slst Odcher, 1808. 

^' Instead of the packages, cases, chests, trunks, casks, vessels, or 
other receptacles Iieretofore and commonly used for the purpose of 
containing, enveloping, preserving and securing from damage the 
several articles of merchandise and other goods, whether in the 
solid and consistent or in the liquid form, which are taken and 
stowed on board ships and other vessels to be transported or 
consumed, or otherwise used and applied, we do construct, make, 
use, and apply certain other packages, vessels, or receptacles of 
iron^ made by casting the said metal, or by forging, laminating, 
and riveting together plates or portions of the said metal, with 
covers adapted to and capable of being secured by screws, bolts, 
and other known means, to the said vessels or receptacles, so as to 
render the same (when shut) close, secure, and impenetrable to the 
external air or moisture, or other hurtful matters and things. 
And further, we do make our said packages, vessels, or receptacles 
of such figures or forms that they fit exteriorly to each other 
without that waste of space which takes place in the stowage of 
wooden casks. For this purpose diflTerent forms may be used, 
but we prefer rectangular or hexagonal prism forms to all others. 
Where the same economy of room is not requisite, we employ 
the cylindric form, but whichever form be employed a much 
larger quantity of goods can be stowed by means of our Inven- 
tion than can be stowed in an equal space when the goods are 
put into packages made of wood, the sides and ends of which 
are necessarily of a great thickness compared with those made 
of iron. Nor is saving of room the only advantage which results 
from our aforesaid Invention. Water, oil, and various other 
fluids, as well as provisions of different kinds, will be better 
preserved from waste, putrescency, leakage, depredations from 
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insects and other living creatures, in iron vessels than in vessels 
made of wood. For some purposes we have our said iron pack- 
ages, vessels, and other receptacles tinned on the inside, or coated 
with a varnish suited to the commodities they are destined to 
contain. 

" By our said Invention great advantages as to space and 
comfort will be afforded to those on board ships, without any 
detriment, but rather with advantage, to the proper trim of 
carrying sail, and the safe and expeditious performance of their 
respective voyages. 

"In witness whereof, we, the said Bichard Trevithick and 
Bobert Dickinson, have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
the Twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and nine. 

"Eob'^- Dickinson. (l.s.) 

"KiCHARD Trevithick. (l.s.) 

The dredgers, the Thames Driftway, the London 
locomotive railway and engine, were all in hand about 
this time, but were not sufficient to give full scope and 
occupation to the never-tiring energy and fruitful in- 
vention of Trevithick. The few lines of his patent 
specification, though bearing mainly on tanks of iron 
for holding liquids on board ship, have also reference 
to the general question of conveying small packages 
liable to damage, stowed in cases of iron, tinned or 
varnished, sometimes in the form of a cylinder, to be 
rolled to or from the ship to the storehouse, — even 
the trim and sailing qualities of the ship were to be 
improved by their use; and the agreeability of the 
drinking-water on board ship was to be greatly in- 
creased by being stored in iron instead of in wood 
vessels. This latter idea originated when observing the 
purity of water in an old boiler that had been used 
at the Thames Driftway. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 



IRON TANKS. 287 

"When a little boy, shortly after reaching London from 
Cornwall, about 1808, my father, on coming into the house on a 
Sunday morning, desired me to fetch a wineglass, and taking 
me by the hand, walked to the old yard near the Tunnel works. 
There was an old steam-engine boiler in the yard ; my father 
filled the glass with water from the boiler gauge-cock, and 
asked me to tell him if it was good water. We used to speak 
of this as the origin of the iron tanks."* 

This happened in 1808, when removing certain ma- 
chinery at the Thames Driftway, to make room for one 
of his 30 -horse -power high -pressure engines. The 
water which had found a resting-place on iron was 
very clear and fresh-looking, — an old boiler was full 
of clear water, without unpleasant taste or smell. In 
a moment it was plain to him that an iron water-tank 
was preferable to one made of wood, and that by its use 
a serious evil of the day might be removed, for at that 
time sailors were obliged to drink stinking water, loaded 
with living and dead animalculae, and other impurities, 
and to have even of this a smaller allowance than was 
required for washing and cleanliness. Iron tanks could 
be fitted into the spare corners of vessels in a way that 
wooden casks could not, and both the quality and quan- 
tity of water would be increased. " The greater advan- 
tage as to space and comfort afforded to those on board 
ships, without any detriment, but rather with advantage^ 
to the proper trim for carrying sail ; and the better pre- 
servation of water, oil, and various other fluids from 
putrescency, leakage, and depredations from insects, in 
iron vessels, than in vessels made of wood." 

In February, 1809, the patentee published a pamphlet 
describing the advantages derivable under the patent. 



* Recollections of Mr. Richard UVevithick, residing at Pencliffe, Hayle, 1869. 
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" The wood alone in a provision cask of Mr. Jellish's, con- 
taiDing 41 gallons, occupies a space equal to 19 gallons. A 
water-cask of one tun, or 252 gallons, has a loss from wood and 
space equal to 76 gallons. An iron cask being only -^ths of an 
inch thick, containing the same quantity, occupies the space 
of only 7 gallons, giving an advantage of 69 gallons of room 
saved in every tun of water, or 26 per cent, exclusive of the 
space occupied by the fathom wood, and the difference between 
squares and circles in stowage. 

*^ The improvements now submitted consist in the adaption to 
the holds of vessels of a system of wrought or cast iron eases of 
a square, polygonal, or any other form, hy which they may adapt 
themselves to each other withovi leaving any interstices, or made 
cylindrical where room can he spared. 

" A ship engaged in the whale fishery, belonging to Messrs. 
Bennet and Co., lately returned from a successful voyage, with 
what is called a full ship. This vessel is of the burthen of 208 
tons admeasurement, and yet when her hold was completely 
full of wooden casks, the whole quantity of oil they containerl 
was only 140 tons, being full one-third less than what she might 
have stowed in differently-formed packages. 

"The patentees now propose to furnish this ship with a 
ground-tier of wrought-iron tanks, 4 feet square by 8 feet long ; 
each of these will contain 4 tons. The lower part of the hold 
will then stow 9 of these casks lengthways and 5 breadth- 
ways, being 45 casks, which together will contain 180 tons. 
This quantity of iron stowage will, of course, occupy a depth of 
only 4 feet, at the bottom of the hold, and her full tonnage 
remains to be made up with an additional quantity of oil, 
leaving a space in the hold unoccupied, from the top of the 
tanks to the deck, of 6 feet high, which space would stow 
considerably more than her admeasurement of 208 tons. 

** With respect to the Royal Ifavy, the patentees presume to 
think that the adoption of iron stowage would be advantageous 
in a more than common degree. If ships of war were provided 
with metal tanks for containing their beer, water, provisions, and 
stones, would not tlie necessity for ballast be in part done away ? 

** This alteration would be attended with but little expense, 
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as the iron ballast at present employed might be speedily con- 
verted at the foundries into iron tanks, adapted for the ground- 
tier of the hold. In a ground-tier iron eases might be made of 
a greater thickness for the sake of securing a proper sailing- 
trim when at sea ; they will contain a much larger supply of 
fresh water in the same bulk than wooden casks^ and when it is 
necessary to lighten the vessel in naval manoeuvring, these iron 
tanks may be speedily emptied by means of pomps and hose 
adapted to their orifice, and afterwards filled with sea-water, 
when circumstances require an addition of ballast. 

" As an illustration of the saving in point of expense, it may 
be mentioned that a first-rate man-of-war generally takes on 
board wooden casks for 600 tons of water ; if supplied with iron 
stowage, there will be a saving of 2400Z. To this saving may 
be added the annual expenses of hoops, cooperage, &c., which in 
vessels of these dimensions are never less than 5002. a year ; in 
short, from their present material, a total saving would accrue 
to Grovernment of 500,000/. per annum, by the adoption of 
iron casks alone, exclusively of the preservation of the stores, 
health of the crew, and advantage in stowage, which is incal- 
culable." 

A ship of 208 tons, returning from the whale fishery 
with a full-stowed cargo in wood casks, gave 140 tons 
of oil. The same vessel, fitted with a ground-tier of 
wrought-iron tanks, each of them 4 feet square and 
8 feet long, carried 180 tons of oil, and still had 6 feet 
in height unoccupied between the top of the tanks and 
the deck of the vessel. 

Ships of war should carry liquids in iron tanks 
fitted to the form of the bottom of the hold, either to 
serve as drinking-water or as ballast ; so that in 
" naval manoeuvring " the vessel might be deepened, 
thereby exposing a less amount of vulnerable surface to 
an enemy, and again lightened by the nautical steam 
labourer pumping the water out of the tanks. 

Should the Government object to the cost of wrought- 

voL. r. IT 
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iron tanks, their cast-iron ballast, " Seelj's pigs," should 
be recast into tanks suitable to the form of the hold. 

Trevithick was requested to meet some scientific and 
medical men at a Navy Board that those great advan- 
tages might be explained. Rising from the consulta- 
tion in a huflf, he exclaimed, " I had expected tx) find 
gentlemen who would understand the matter, but you 
seem to me to be a lot of old women." He then put 
on his hat and walked out. 

On another occasion he recommended his iron tanks 
at the Admiralty Office, and was told that water from 
them would poison all the sailors in His Majesty's ser- 
vice. The question was referred to Sir Joseph Banks, 
who reported that "water kept in iron tanks looked very 
well, smelt very well, tasted very well, and produced no 
injurious effects on those who had drunk it." Trevi- 
thick's two eldest children^ spoke of having fastened 
together pieces of cardboard to represent the forms for 
iron tanks and buoys, and were promised a pretty model 
of a ship, about 2 feet long, having little blocks of wood, 
representing iron tanks, fitted to the hold of the vessel, 
and kept in their places by wooden pins. All the deck 
part could be lifted off, that the tanks in the hold might 
be more easily seen. 

This model was sent to the Admiralty, and neither 
Trevithick nor his family ever saw it again. 

" Capt. Aldridge,^ commanding a Government vessel, solicited 
permission from the Navy Board to have some Iron tanks placed 
in his vessel : it was refused. He procured a small one at his 
own expense." 

^* Capt. Alder knew the admiral had some iron tanks sent on 
board, in opposition to the orders of the Victualling Department 
at Deptford." 

* Regiding at Hayle in 1869. * Lately residing at Ilfracombo. 
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" Mr. Coekburn sailed on board the ' Amphion/ 32-gun ship, 
in 1813. Iron water-tanks were fitted in the hold ; a pump at 
the main hatchway filled the deck water-tank and the cook's 
coppers ; by this means the ship's company were saved a great 
deal of labour. Before the iron tanks were used, the watch was 
employed the greater part of the afternoon in hoisting up and 
lowering down water-casks for the supply of the ship's company." 

Colliers having iron taaks in the bottom of the hold 
would by their use avoid the expense and delay of 
ballasting, and consequently perform a greater number 
of voyages. This wise plan, so fully made public sixty 
years ago, both by practice and precept, has now come 
into general use. 

BaUas^mff of Ships. 

"This is effected in a cheap, efficacious, and convenient 
manner, by employing tanks filled with water. The tanks used 
for this pmpose are made of iron, and of shapes and fonns 
adapted to the vessels or trade in which they are to be em- 
ployed, actually occupying no more space when not employed 
for the purpose of ballasting than the bulk of the iron itseK — 
of which they are made — namely, in a collier, about the space 
of half a chaldron of coals, for they are filled with coals when 
not used for ballasting. By this contrivance the expense and 
delay occasioned by taking ballast on board, and discharging it 
from time to time, are entirely done away, and a collier will be 
enabled to perform an extra voyage, or probably two extra 
voyages every year. 

'* Greenlanders go out in ballast, and are exposed to con- 
siderable risks from its shifting in stormy weather. By 
adopting iron ballast tanks, the expense and danger of common 
ballast will not only be avoided, but the expense of wooden 
casks for the home cargo will be lessened by filling the tanks 
with oil, while the ship will also be enabled to bring home a 
much larger cargo, and with less waste, the iron occupying much 
less space than wood, and absorbing none of the contents." 

The Admiralty were moved to use the water-tanks, 

u 2 
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and Trevithick asking for an acknowledgment of their 
usefulness was answered bj the following letter, written 
on the 9th April, 1811 : — " I am commanded by my 
LorAs Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you 
that no report has been yet received relative to the 
iron tanks invented by you for stowing water." 

During 1808, while Trevithick hoped for continued 
occupation on the Thames Tunnel, and profit from his 
patent inventions, he strongly advised his wife to leave 
Cornwall, and with her four little children, to join him 
in London. This troublesome journey was undertaken 
in the autumn of that year. A house had been selected 
at Rotherhithe, in a dingy situation, near the mouth of 
the driftway. There had been much correspondence 
about the wisdom of this move. Mrs. Trevithick's 
brother, Mr. Henry Harvey, advised her not to leave 
her home and friends, until things were more settled 
and more certain in London. Trevithick's notes to 
his wife, however, made everything easy and agreeable. 
More than 300 miles had to be travelled in a post- 
chaise, occupied by herself and her four little ones, 
the youngest of them a baby. The contrast between 
her clean and fresh Cornish home, and the habitation 
at Rotherhithe, did not help to remove the fatigue of 
the journey, and a further disappointment awaited 
her. In her husband's pocket were two of her last 
letters unopened What reasons could possibly be 
ojBFered for such hard-hearted ingratitude? Trevithick's 
answer to the charge was simply, " You know, Jane, 
that your notes were full of reasons for not coming 
to London, and I had not the heart to read an} 
more of them." 

On the breaking down of the Thames Driftway, they 
removed to No. 72. Fore Street Limehouse In the 
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yard Trevithick set np workshops for constructing 
iron tanks and buoys, and model iron ships; to his 
wife this noisy residence could not have been much 
more agreeable than gloomy Rotherhithe. 

During these trials Mrs. Trevithick had the conso- 
lation of making the acquaintance of a friend in adver- 
sity. Mr. Vigurs, a Cornish acquaintance, had married 
a lady, driven by the French revolution from luxury 
in her native land to comparative poverty in London. 
The two ladies consoled one another over a cup of tea 
and a Cornish pasty at Limehouse ; and on the return 
visit to Bond Street by a sample of French cookery. 

The tank manufactory was under the foremanship of 
John Steel, with the wooden leg, who had been with 
Trevithick in South Wales and Newcastle-on-Tyne on 
the locomotive experiments. Mr. Savage and Thomas 
and Rudge were also making iron buoys under the 
patent, twelve of which had been supplied to Grovem- 
ment. Samuel Hambly, who had worked on the Cam- 
borne locomotive and succeeding schemes, kept Steel 
company, both often having to wait for their wages 
until it was convenient to pay ; this fraternity between 
Trevithick and his men extended through the Hambly 
family to a brother, old James Hambly, who taught 
the writer to use mechanics' tools, because Captain Dick 
was such a wonderful man. 

*' Tl, FoRB Street, Luiehouse, London, 
*< Mr. Trevithick, " ^P^^ 20M, I810. 

« Sir, — ^Above you have a sketch of an end section of a 
vessel I measured this morDing, for a ground-tier of iron tanks 
to go into the South Sea Whale Fishery, belonging to Mr. 
Blyth, sail-maker, Limehouse. 

" The whole length of the tanks will be about 50 feet ; across 
the upper surface, 14 feet 6 indies ; the other two sides forming 
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a triangle (to suit the bottom of the vessel), the perpendicular 
line of which is 5 feet; the whole contwning about 55 tonp. 




The tanks will have to be made in lengths of 7 and 8 feet each, 
so as to stand in between the flooring pieces A and uprights A, 
which are ranged all the way along the keelson of the ship, at 
the distances of 7 and 8 feet. 

" The vessel being so extremely sharp, the tanks must be 
made of a peculiar form to fit it ; of course will not easily fit 
any other ; on that account it will be necessary to form a con- 
tract with Mr. Blyth for the time when to be completed, and the 
price per ton, together with the mode of payment. A contract 
must also be made with the manufacturer as to price and time 
of completion ; otherwise we are running a great risk in having 
them thrown on our hands, the ship being 
in so great a hurry for them. 

** On Thursday last Mr. Savage received 

a letter from Mr. Dickinson recommending 

an improvement in the ends of the buoys, 

for the better purpose of (as he calls it) keel" 

havJinff, by having them made round at the 

ends, and a staple for making the rope fast 

to, one of which they have made, the sttiple of which is made 

fast with four small rivets, scarcely sufficient to bear the weight 

of the buoy itself, exclusive of its buoyancy. 

"After descanting a good deal on the superiority of this 
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improvement, he tells him not to finish or send any more down 
here, but to have the twelve for Government ready for his 
delivery on his arrival home, and then concludes with an in- 
sinuation that these are not his only reasons why he does not wish 
any more to be sent here; and it was with the greatest diflBculty 
and through the greatest persuasion I was enabled last week to 
procure the two promised to Mr. Pickering before you left home. 

''Mr. Savage has made one with rounding ends brazed on, 
and the rings riveted in, the same as in the old method. 

"This I conceive would answer a very good purpose, pro- 
vided they had made the end pieces of stronger iron than the 
buoy; but says Mr. Savage if he pursues this method the 
prices will have to be advanced, and in my opinion they are 
already as much as the buoys will bear. 

" Seven of the largest buoys for Government are finished, the 
other five want a few hours' work. Five more are about three- 
parts finished. And in this situation have things stood all this 
week, in consequence of Mr. D.'s leaving orders on Monday 
morning at Mr. Savage's not to proceed any farther till he saw 
them again ; and the Lord knows when that will be ! as he has 
not been seen there since. 

"Mr. Savage was at Mr. D.'s house on Tuesday, and was 
told he would be in to dinner. 

" I called yesterday, and was told he was gone into the country 
the day before ; but where he was gone to and when he would 
return again I could get no intelligence. 

** I shall go again to-morrow to Somerset House, and shall 
call on Mr. D., and if he does not order to the contrary, I will 
call at Thomas and Kudge s and hear what they have to say 
about the making of tanks already mentioned. 

*' I have to see Mr. Blyth again when he returns from Graves- 
end and Deal, which will probably be on Saturday or Sunday ; 
when I shall very likely write to you again. 

** In the meantime I should like to hear what you have to 
say on the subject. 

" I remain, Sir, 

** Your most obedient servant, 

J. Steel." 
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This was followed by a letter apparently from 
Dickinson. The name and date are torn oflF. 

** Mr. Trevithick, 

'*I have only just received the letter sent you by Cock- 
shott's attorney so long ago as the 6th, and which you had 
detained till the 11th, although it states that the expenses are 
going on, dte. This is most unaccountable. 

" Steel has never yet furnishe 1 me with Thomas and Budge's 
account, made out as I desired a week ago. This is a con- 
duct not to be allowed. 

** I have a letter before me just received from John Steel, 
Horseferry, for 90/. for barge hire. These with the acceptances 
I am under, and the sums I have paid already, make me begin 
to look about me, and for once to express myself dissatisfied 
generally. 

" It is but of little use I know, and for me to attempt to take 
any part in the management were ridiculous ; and even Mrs. 
T. has flatly objected even to my sons being in the house ; so 
that on the wliole, to know anything about it, I must give my- 
self wholly up to it. 

'' I am much dissatisfied with the neglect of Steel as to the 
keeping accounts, as well as other things ; seeing that half his 
time, I shall say nine-tenths, he does little or nothing. It were 
easy for him to have made a temporary set of books for the 
present, and to have entered every transaction, had it been only 
for my satisfaction. 

" The way we are going on I shall tire of, finding sums of 
money, and nothing done, 

" It were better that Penn's engine had never been under- 
taken, than that it should keep back, as I suspect it does, all 
other things. 

" A coal engine, with the caboose, might and should have 
been ready. 

•'The^rrf towing machine should have been got on with im- 
mediately on the others failing ; not an hour ought to have been 
lost in applying to your friend Davies Giddy, as a stepping-stone 
to Lord Melville. 
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'' Since the tanks came home from the imfortunate Margate 
expedition, Steel might have been delivering the printed letters 
to the captains, and trying, at least, to get them on board ; but 
really this man appears to me to be of very little use in getting 
things forward. The buoy scheme might, through him, have 
been forwarder ; in short, he might if he had been active, have 
been doing many things which have stood still. 

*' On the whole things begin " 

Steel had to obey both Dickinson and Trevithick, and 
did not approve of the former's interference in engineer- 
ing matters. Trevithick put the lawyer's letter in his 
pocket, and allowed it to remain there unnoticed. Steel, 
like Trevithick, was a poor hand at furnishing accounts. 
Things were going wrong ; money went out faster than 
it came in. Dickinson wished his sons to look after 
what was going on at the house and workyard, but 
they were refused admission to the house by Mrs. Trevi- 
thick. An account-book in Trevithick's writing shows 
that John Steel, Samuel Hambly, and Samuel Rowe 
were in constant pay in the workshop. Steel was a 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne man: he had been with Trevi- 
thick for seven or eight years ; the first mention of his 
name being in connection with the Welsh tramroad 
locomotive as engine foreman in 1 804. 

Samuel Hambly, a cousin of Mrs. Trevithick's, and 
Samuel Rowe were still older hands, having worked 
upon the first high-pressure experiments and the Cam- 
borne, London, and Welsh locomotives: both Hambly 
and Rowe were Cornishmen ; these men performed an 
important share in bringing those inventions into use, 
and often continued to work when there was not the 
means of paying them their wages. 

The unfortunate Margate expedition is very cliarac- 
teristic of Trevithick's readily applying himself to new 
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requirements ; two vessels and sixteen men left London 
for Margate to raise a sunk ship. After nearly a month's 
labour, an attempt was made to fasten iron tanks to the 
vessel : one man refused to wet his feet, another was 
willing to fasten the tanks, but refused to put the bolts 
into their places for the purpose of fastening; others 
would not go unless they could be brought back to their 
lodgings on shore, without the risk of being obliged to 
sleep on board a gun-boat. It was a case of mutiny. 
The account goes on to show that during forty-two days 
the men only worked on the sunken wreck six hours 
each, at an average cost per man of 23/. 

The late Mrs. Trevithick informed the writer that 
the vessel was really raised, and was being floated into 
shallower water, when a dispute arose about the pay- 
ment. Her husband wished an immediate '*yes" or 
" no " to his bargain. The shipowners wished to defer 
the answer until the ship was safe. In a moment the 
tanks were cast loose, and the vessel was again a 
sunken wreck. 

"Description of the Proceedings at Margate. 

In Trevithick's handwriting : 

^^ January 30^A, 1810. — ^Trevithick and Dickinson engaged 
sixteen men with two vessels and crews to go from London to 
Mai^ate to recover a sunken ship. 

" These men were engaged at 10». 6d. per tide when at work, 
and 7s. Qd, when idle or not able to work. They were provided 
with victuals and drink and lodgings. 

** On the 4th February, it being low water at five o'clock in 
the evening, Mr. Trevithick called on George NichoUs and 
four of his partners to go off to the sunken ship, which lay 
about four miles from the land ; a gun-brig being stationed by 
order of the Admiralty, near the ship, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting those men and the wreck, and assisting us. 
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** About three o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th February, 
the boats belonging to the gun-brig were sent on shore to take 
these men ofif to the wreck : George NichoUs and four of his 
partners refused to go ; one of them said he should not wet his 
feet, another said he did not come down to bore holes, and put 
screws into the ship's sides; that when the work was done, 
ready to put on the tanks, that then he should have no objection 
to go off to the ship and lash on the tanks, but he would be d — 
if he did any more. 

" The other three said they would not go, unless the gun-brig 
boats would bring them back again to their lodging that same 
evening. 

" My answer was that I would request the oflScer in the boat 
to take them back that evening, and I did not doubt but that 
he would ; but if he would not take them back, the tide would 
not permit us to work on the wreck later than seven o'clock 
that evening, and they would then go on board the gun-boat 
and wait until ten o'clock, at which time there would be water 
to float one of our own ships out of Margate Harbour, and then 
they could go to their own hammocks on board our own ships. 
Their answer was, we will be d — before we will go on board 
the gun-brig." 

This application of iron tanks must have been widely 
known, for shortly afterwards he was consulted by 
Lloyd's on the means of raising, under similar circum- 
stances, a sunken ship. 

" Cornwall, Cambobne, 26th March, 1812. 
"Mb. Brackbnbury, 

" Lloyd's Agent, Liverpool, 

" Sir, — I have yours of the 14th, enclosed to me by Mr. 
Giddy, in answer to which, respecting the lifting of sunken 
vessels by wrought-iron tanks, the practice has been tried in 
London, and fully answered the purpose of raising vessel and 
cargo. 

" I can make and send to Liverpool any number or size of 
tanks you wish. The tanks made for London would lift about 
ten tons each, but I should prefer a larger size, about 7 feet 
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diameter and 20 feet long. Eight tanks would lift a 500-ton 
ship, unless she was loaded with iron or some very heavy 
cargo. The expense would be about 200Z. each tank. 

" Four tanks will lift a ship of 300 tons, unless loaded with 
an unusually pondei'ous cargo. 

" If you wish to have a drawing or a model, to show the 
effect in a small way, please to write te me, and I will furnish 
you with every necessary for the purpose. 

** I remain. Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithick." 

The tanks used at Margate lifted each of them 10 tons, 
but larger ones would be preferable, 7 feet in diameter 
and 20 feet long. His mind was running on his con- 
templated Cornish boilers, the first of which on a large 
scale was made in the latter part of that year, and did not 
differ much from the dimensions of the proposed tanks. 
The number and cost of the tanks required to raise the 
sunken vessel, and a drawing of their application, or a 
model of the ship with the tanks attached, was offered, 
making the whole business plain and distinct as though 
the designing it was mere child's play, and the putting 
it into execution the work of an intelligent boy. 

Trevithick made no profit by the valuable invention 
and practical introduction of iron buoys and tanks. 
Mrs. Trevithick said that when at that period her hus- 
band was imprisoned for debt for the money he had 
expended in making known the usefulness of the tanks, 
Mr. Maudslay visited him, and expressing his concern 
that so clever a man should be shut up in prison, asked 
what the debt was, and what he intended doing with 
the patent. Trevithick replied that the patent had done 
him more harm than good, though he was sure it wajs 
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an excellent thing; and on a sum of money being 
tendered in exchange for the patent, he was once more 
a free man. 

Harry Maudslay was then spoken of as an excellent 
smith, and was the foimder of the engineering firm of 
Maudslay, Son, and Field ; his handywork helped some 
of Trevithick's schemes, and he is said to have profited 
by the manufacture of the patent iron tanks, the right 
to which he had bought. 

Penn at the same time, now more than sixty years 
ago, was also employed by Trevithick to construct a 
coal-discharging engine, with steam-cooking apparatus, 
and a steam tug-boat, under the patents of 1808 and 
1809, together with some other marine steam-engine, 
then in hand, probably the adapting to steamboat pro- 
pulsion the locomotive * Catch-me-who-can ' of 1808, 
whose first application had been in the dredging barge 
of 1803, and was now in 1810 to propel a Lord Mayor's 
barge. Trevithick's eldest son still recollects seeing in 
1809 or 1810 in Cockshott's yard an old Lord Mayor's 
barge in which his father was placing his high-pressure 
steam-pufier engine. 

Lord Melville's influence was solicited for the encou- 
ragement of the Government in making useful such 
novel schemes, but the want of support and debts in- 
curred ended in an attack of brain fever and postpone- 
ment of the useful marine steam-engine. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 

SHIPS OF WOOD AND mON, AND IRON TANKa 

TreyUhtck and Dickinson's Specification of 1809. 

" The first of our said inventions or improvements is, a mov- 
able caisson or floating dock, made of wrought-iron plates 
riveted together, or fastened together by screws, or in any 
other secure manner for docking a ship or other vessel of 
considerable size while riding at her moorings in any suitable 
depth of water, by means of which the said ship may be sup- 
ported as in a common dock, and the water pumped out so as 
to leave her keel dry in a few hours, without removing any of 
her stores, masts, or furniture. The said caisson or floating 
dock may be made of any convenient size or dimensions, but 
for the sake of precision in our description thereof, we shall 
mention certain dimensions fit to receive the largest first-rate, 
at the same time that we shall describe its form and structure. 
The internal figure of the said caisson or floating dock resembles 
that of a boat, and it may be made of wrought iron half an 
inch thick, and 220 feet long and 54 feet wide and 30 feet deep, 
with a flanch 6 feet wide extending horizontally outwards from 
the upper edge for tlie workmen to stand upon, and. also to 
strengthen the caisson ; the weight of such a caisson or floating 
dock is nearly 400 tons, and it is surrounded by an air-chamber 
or by air-chambers riveted water-tight to its external surface, 
which renders it so buoyant that it will draw only 9 feet water 
when the said air-chamber or air-chambers is or are empty; 
and the said air-chamber or air-chambers doth or do consist 
of wrought-iron plates riveted together, so as to form a semi- 
cylindrical hollow protuberance extending along the sides of the 
caisson horizontally, and of a figure wliich in any of the vertical 
sections thereof would present a semicircle, or outline nearly 
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approaching to a semicircle, which is the best outline, although 
other outlines may be used; and the said air chamber or 
chambers contribute much to strengthen the caisson or dock, 
and support the principal shores from the ship, and the strength 
of the caisson may be still further augmented, if necessary, by 
edge bars within. The method of using the ^aid caisson consists 
in taking it to the ship intended to be docked, and then the 
water is to be let into the caissons by an opening with a valve 
at the bottom, and the caisson is to be suffered to sink until the 
upper part is even with the surface of the water, the air chamber 
or chambers still keeping it buoyant ; a small quantity of air is 
then to be discharged by opening a plug-hole, or a valve in the 
air chamber or chambers, until a quantity of water has been let 
in just sufficient to sink the caisson, which is then to be drawn 
under the ship's bottom. This being effected, the caisson (of 
which the residual gravity or preponderancy for sinking is very 
little) is to be raised to the surface of the water by ropes made 
fast to the caisson from each quarter of the ship. A pamp placed 
within the caisson is then to be worked by manual labour, or any 
suitable power ; but we prefer for this purpose a steam-engine ; 
one of 12-hor8e power, placed in a barge alongside the caisson, will 
empty it in three hours, and reduce the draught of a first-rate 
ship of war 8 feet, namely, from 26 feet to 18 feet, and then she 
may be carried up into shoal water if required, because the caisson 
will float with the draught of only 18 feet, while the ship she carries 
would have required 26 feet. As the ship is to be supported by 
props or shores as if in a dock, it is manifest that the external 
pressure of the water against the caisson will support the ship, 
and she will ride with all the stores on board, and masts stand- 
ing, nearly as easy as when floating in the water. The advan- 
tages of this invention for inspecting the bottoms of ships in an 
extremely short time, and of docking them in places where that 
process would else have been impracticable, and of caiTying them 
over bars and shoals, are too obvious to require any detail ; and 
if at any time the caisson should, from blowing weather or any 
other cause, be thought inconvenient, it may be cast off and 
suffered to sink to the bottom, and may be afterwards weighed 
with as little inconvenience as raising an anchor. 
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*' The second of our said inventions is, to build in the same 
manner as the floating dock, not small craft fit for canals and' in- 
land navigation, such having been long in use, but ships of war, 
East Indiamen, and other large decked vessels fit to navigate 
the ocean. In such ships we mean to make the decks as well as 
the sides of plates of wrought iron, riveted or joined by screws, 
not only to each other, but to the sides of the ship, and to support 
the decks with wrought-iron beams. Ships so constructed wiU 
possess the following advantages : they can be built at much less 
expense than wooden ships of equal dimensions, the material is 
not only a home production but inexhaustible ; they will be much 
lighter and of greater capacity than a vessel of equal oustide 
dimensions built of wood, and will consequently carry a larger 
cargo, while they will be also much stronger, safe against fire, 
tight in a gale of wind, require neither caulking nor copper 
sheathing, will defy all misclnef from vermin, will never become 
unhealtliy, and will be extremely durable ; they will also have 
this advantage, in a battle there can be no splinters ; a shot will 
carry away no more of the ship's side than the diameter of the 
ball, the hole may be instantly plugged, and the damage can be 
repaired at sea. 

^' The third of our said inventions or improvements doth consist 
in making masts, bowsprits, yards, and booms, of wrought iron, out 
of plates riveted or screwed together in hollow or tubular forms. 
These masts being hollow tubes, the upper mast may be made to 
slide into the lower mast, as the inner tubes slide into the outer 
tube of a pocket telescope, or they may be struck exactly in the 
same manner as tlie wooden masts are at present, but we prefer 
the former method, because by making the masts in a sufiBcient 
number of sliding pieces, the whole may be lowered by means 
of ropes and pulleys successively, till all be as low as the deck ; 
an arrangement which afibrds to a ship in the case of a storm 
that advantage which is endeavoured to be obtained by cutting 
away masts made of wood. When the storm is over, these masts 
may be raised again to their first situation and original utility 
witli great ease. The bowsprits, when so wanted, may also be 
made in sliding pieces like the masts. 

*'The fourth of onr said inventions or improvements doth 
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consist in the preparation of timber, by seasoning the same most 
effectually and in a very short time, and also by giving any re- 
quired curvature during tlie seasoning process which shall after- 
wards continue perfect and invariable. For these purposes we 
place the said timber in iron chambers, disposed over a long 
horizontal flue which communicates between a fire-place or 
furnace and an upright or ascending chimney. The heated air 
and smoke which has passed through the fire, and is incapable 
of producing or maintaining any combustion in the wood, is 
admitted into the said chambers by regulated openings with 
dampers, and so thoroughly heats the said wood that the crude 
sap and pyrolygnic acid become evaporated and driven out, and 
may, if required, be collected for use in manufacturing processes ; 
and by this treatment the wood becomes firm, hard, thoroughly 
dry, and well seasoned throughout its whole substance ; and we 
do construct some of our said chambers with a curved side of 
such a figure as it may be required to give to the wood by bend- 
ing ; and we do, by means of screws, chains, or bearing pieces 
suitable to the figure intended to be produced, the form and 
application of which will be readily appreliended without any 
further instruction by any competent workmen, gradually com- 
press and bend the said wood against the said curved side, during 
the time of the said seasoning heat, until the desired flexure is 
produced therein ; and we do suffer the said wood, so bended and 
seasoned, to remain, until cold, before we proceed to slacken or 
relax the actions of the said chains, screws, or bearing pieces ; 
or otherwise, instead of making a curved side to the chamber, 
we do place or fix within the said chamber such curved pieces 
or pins or reaction pieces as may be suitable to the effect and 
figure required to be produced. 

** The fifth of our said inventions or improvements doth consist 
in a method of framing or putting together the hulls of ships or 
vessels. The said method consists in substituting, in the place 
of those pieces which are disposed between the outer and inner 
planking, and are called ribs or timbers, a double range of 
straight-grained pieces of half the substance, more or less, and 
as long as can be conveniently obtained, the same being bended 
to the proper figure by the means before described, and placed 

VOL. I. X 
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contiguous to each other between the outer and inner planking, 
with the joints, as far as possible, from being opposite each other, 
and the whole is secured by bolts or treenails as usual or other- 
wise. The said pieces may be disposed, not upright or at right 
angles to the keelson, but oblique, the inner range of these 
pieces being inclined forward on the one side and aft on the 
other side of the ship, as they rise from the keel, and the outer 
range of these pieces being inclined in the contrary direction to 
that of the inner range which they cover, by which arrangement 
the said ranges do act with regard to each other as diagonal 
spurs. 

" The sixth of our said inventions or improvements is, buoys 
made of cast-iron or of wrought-iron plates, screwed, brazed, 
soldered or riveted together, so as to form a hollow water-tight 
vessel of any shape or size that may be requisite. The advantage 
of these buoys is, that they cannot be injured by worms or imbibe 
water to make them lose any of their buoyancy, and conse- 
quently that they will at all times float higher and be better 
seen than buoys made of wood. 

'^ The seventh of our said inventions or improvements consists 
in a method of working an arm or lever attached to a steam-engine 
for the purpose of hoisting, pumping, rowing, or other similar 
works in naval affairs. To effect this the piston-rod of a steam- 
engine is racked on one side, and driyes a wheel, or a ))ortion of 
a wheel, which has a horizontal axis, with an arm of considerable 
length attached thereto. The whole of the said apparatus, and 
the steam-engine for working the same, which we usually con- 
struct of about the weight of one ton, may be placed on wheels 
and conveyed to different parts of the ship ; and the said arm, 
which may be varied in its length as well as in the inclination of 
its positions at the ends of its stroke, may be employed in 
hoisting a basket of coals successively out of the hold of a ship, 
and conveying the same by means of a rope of suspension, to the 
gangway ; or goods may in like manner be hoisted and carried 
over the side, and, in cases where the hoist may prove too long 
for the circular motion of an arm to carry the goods sufiBciently 
high or with due perpendicularity, we avail ourselves of a runner 
or rope, one end of which is made fast to the deck, and the other 
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seryes to seize the goods, while the bight or bend of the rope 
passes over a sheave or pulley at the extremity of the arm ; and 
by this contrivance every seaman and mechanic will be aware 
that the hoist is rendered more direct, and the rise and fall 
nearly double ; and further, we do apply the said arm to pump- 
ing ship and other like uses ; and when the said arm is passed 
over the side it may be employed to work a paddle or rowing 
board of the usual construction, or a rowing trunk of the con- 
struction hereinafter described. 

" The eighth of our said inventions or improvements is, a 
rowing trunk, tube, or prismatic cavity. When the stroke of an 
oar or any similar implement is made against water, for the 
purpose of obtaining a reaction as nearly as may be similar to 
that of the resistance of an immovable body, part of the force 
is lost in producing a lateral motion in the water which escapes 
sideways, and the blade of the oar is far from being stationary. 
If the oar were to pass in a channel to which it is fitted, and the 
channel were of such dimensions as to present a great length of 
water before the oar, which could not otherwise move than by 
passing out of the channel, it is demonstrable that the said mass 
of water may be assumed of such a magnitude as to render the 
actual motion of the oar, by a given force and during a given 
time, less than any assignable quantity. We have availed our- 
selves of the foregoing considerations in our rowing trunk or 
tube.- It consists of a tube of considerable length disposed 
horizontally in the water, and the stroke of rovdng is made by 
means of a piece of the nature of a piston with valves, which is 
acted upon by the rowing arm and shuts the valves; but in the 
return of the stroke the valves open, and the said rowing trunk 
or tube being attached to the vessel, and its contents having too 
much inertia or resistance to receive much velocity from the 
piston, the vessel itself and the tube are carried along with much 
more power and effect that by common rowing. If. the tube 
itself be made movable and attached to the rowing arm, and 
there be a stop within of the nature of a valve to shut against 
the stroke, and open with the return, the effect will be the 
same. 

" And lastly, the ninth of our said inventions or improvements 

X 2 
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consists in the adaptation of various particulars or additional 
parts made of iron, and conducing to the comfort and better 
subsistence of mariners and others, unto the boiler of the steam- 
engine that may be used for the forementioned purposes, that is 
to say, in the upper part of the said boiler we insert or fix a 
vessel, either single or divided into compartments, for boiling 
provisions in water, or cooking the same in steam ; and in the 
part of the said boiler opposite the fire-place we insert or fix an 
oven surrounded by a space communicating with the chimney, so 
that the walls of the said oven shall be surrounded by heated air, 
and not in contact with the water ; and further, we do adapt and 
apply to the boiler, or to the place of escape at the steam-cock, 
any of the apparatus heretofore in common use for condensing 
steam, in order to procure fresh water ; and we do apply and 
use the said last-mentioned addition to the boiler either sepa- 
rately or together as may be required, 

' **In witness whereof, we, the said Richard' Trevithick and 
Bobert Dickinson, have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
twenty-eighth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
this one thousand eight hundred and nine." 

A movable caisson or floating dock, made of wrought 
iron, of such capacity that tlie largest first-rate of that 
day, in fighting trim, might in a few hours be dry- 
docked, was an undertaking worthy of Trevithick. 

The internal figure of the floating dock resembles 
that of a square-sided boat, made of wrought iron, half 
an inch thick, 220 feet long, 54 feet wide, and 30 feet 
deep, with a flange 6 feet wide, extending outwards 
from the upper edge, giving strength and a convenient 
platform for workmen to stand on. Large semicircular 
air-chambers, extending the whole length of the ex- 
ternal sides, sufficed to float it when full of water, and 
gave strength to its sides. It would weigh about 400 
tons, and when floated to the ship, valves allowed the 
dock portion to fill with water, which brought it down 
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to about the top line of air-chambers ; the bottom line 
of air-chambers was then filled until the dock was almost 
betwixt sinking and floating, when by the use of chains 
it was hauled under the bottom of the floating vessel, 
and again raised as high as convenient, the vessel being 




Plas A]n> S£CTiov or TssriTHicKli Imw Fjloatixo Doge, 1809. 

inside; the water was then pumped out of the air- 
chambers, causing the top of the dock to rise above the 
water-line, after which the dock and vessel might be 
floated to shallower water. A steam-engine pumped the 
water out of the dock in three hours, raising its top 
about 8 feet above the floating water-line of the vessel. 
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One end of the dock might be removed, thus allowing 
the vessel to be more easily floated into it. 

Iron had before been used in constructing small craft 
for canals and inland navigation ; but not for ships of 
war, East Indiamen, or other large vessels fit to navi- 
gate the ocean. The reasons why iron should be used in 
preference to wood were seen clearly by Trevithick at 
first, as they are now known with sixty years of expe- 
rience. His last reason of the many good ones was, 
perhaps, better understood by him then than it is now, 
and the day may still come when, instead of trying to 
keep out an enemy's shot, it will be allowed to go 
through with the least amount of damage, soft tough 
iron being used in the construction of fighting ships. 

The invention of hollow wrought-iron masts and yards 
and the method of sliding one into another, like a pocket 
telescope, bringing all down to the deck level, has not 
been. made practical during the sixty years since Trevi- 
tliickVecommended their use; but his working model 
and detail description show that he believed it prac- 
ticable. 

The bending of timbers or planks for ship-building 
was to be performed in an iron chamber, having screws 
so placed that from the outside they might be worked 
to force the timber into the required curve. Hot air 
and coal smoke or gas, passing through the iron 
chamber, heated the wood, causing it to bend freely, 
and at the same time the sap to evaporate. 

The doing away with the ribs or bent framing of 
ships, substituting a double layer of planks, placed dia- 
gonally, was a method of ship-building since known as 
"diagonal planking," and much used in the present 
day. 

The sixth invention, that of wrought-iron buoys. 
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has since come into general use, especially where, as 
Trevithick points out, buoyancy is required ; and non- 
liability to injury from worms. 

The seventh invention was an improvement on the 
nautical labourer of the year before, and might be 
called the ** steam-arm."^ The engine and boiler com- 
plete, weighing a ton, was moved about the deck on 
wheels. That part of the piston-rod extending beyond 
the cylinder was a rack, and worked a toothed wheel, 
on the axis of which an iron arm or lever was fixed, 
which could be lengthened or shortened at pleasure, 
probably by sliding on the axle with tightening screws, 
making a sort of steam-crane. Suppose coal was 
being discharged in the ordinary baskets, the basket 
in the hold would be hooked on to the rope attached to 
the end of the steain-arm, then about horizontal ; turning 
on the steam caused the toothed wheel to make a portion 
of a revolution, causing the arm to rise to the required 
height with the attached load. Should the height to be 
lifted be greater than the length of the arm, the bight 
of the whip-rope worked on a pulley in the end of the 
arm, so that the space moved through by the basket 
was twice as much as that moved through by the end 
of the arm. The toothed wheel on the same axis as the 
arm could also be changed in size, to suit the speed and 
power required. If the pumps had to be worked, the 
steam-arm was shortened to suit the stroke of the pump. 
If the windlass had to be worked for lifting the anchor, 
warping the vessel, or other purposes, the steam-arm 
was attached to the i-atchet-lever on the windlass ; if the 
vessel had to be rowed, the steam-arm moved a paddle 
or rowing board of other construction. 



* See patent, 1808, Propelling Vessels. 
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The eighth invention was devoted to the method of 
making this rowing arm effective by preventing the 
slip or escape of the water from the face of the oar or 
float-board, by causing it to work like a piston in a 
pipe, the sides of the pipe preventing the slip or dis- 
persion of the water, except in the direction most suit- 
able for propelling the vessel. The pipe was attached 
to the side of the vessel below the water-line, the steam- 
arm moving the piston backwards and forwards; the 
piston was a kind of thin hoop with a large valve, 
like a pump-bucket, except that the valve was larger. 
When the piston moved toward the bow of the vessel, 
the large valve opened, allowing the piston to move on 
its forward stroke without resistance ; on the return or 
back stroke the valve in the piston closed; then the 
solid piston being forced against the water in the pipe, 
caused the vessel to advance. 

The real object and value of these two last inventions 
was to make his high-pressure portable engine so simple 
and manageable, that it should do almost any of the 
ship's work more effectually and at a much less cost 
than manual labour. Sixty years have sufficed to bring 
into partial use the present donkey-engines, which are 
the growing representatives of the original nautical 
labourer and steam-arm, but they have not yet per- 
formed one-half of what Trevithick intended they 
should do. 

The ninth invention in this remarkable patent proves 
the constant tendency of Trevithick's genius to elevate 
man, by making matter subservient to his wants. 

The boiler of the steam-arm is to " conduce to the 
comfort and better subsistence of mariners," by inserting 
in its top an iron vessel having one or more compart- 
ments in which provisions are boiled in water, cooked 
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in steam, or roasted in an oven, and the ship's company 
supplied with fresh water, hot, if required, from the 
steam given ojff by the salt water in the boiler. 

A pamphlet was published, from which the following 
is extracted : — 

*^ Prospectus addressed to the consideration of His Majesty s 
Ministers^ the RigU Hon. the Lords of the Admiralty, and 
others. February 10th, 1809. 

"A Brief Description of a Wrought-iron Movable Caisson with a 
Rudder, fob Docking a Ship while Riding at her Moorings. 

" This plan may be practised in all countries, and must be 
particularly advantageous where there are no dry docks or flow- 
ing of tide. Ships on many foreign stations when requiring to 
be docked are now obliged to be sent home, at a great expense 
of money and waste of time, others being sent to replace them. 
This may be avoided in future. Docks made in England may 
be sent out in pieces of five or six tons, with the necessary rivets 
and bolts, ready to be put together where they may be wanted. 
Such a dock would last for twenty years without repair. When 
worn out it may be broken up, and will sell for one-third of 
its original cost. 

'' By constructing this caisson, adapted to local circumstances, 
ships of war and merchant ships, with all their stores and 
cargoes on board, can be carried to wharfs and storehouses up 
rivers, where the depth of water is not above one-half the ship's 
draught. For example, in the river Clyde the ships may be 
carried to Glasgow, instead of being obliged to unload at Port 
Glasgow, some miles lower down the river. 

**For a long period the only means employed to eflect the 
bending of ships' planks was by exposing them to the heat of 
open fires, and in most parts of Europe this is still the practice. 
As hitherto conducted, it has been found to be a tedious, 
fcjlovenly process, attended with a great expense of fuel, and 
unequal in its effects, some parts being only partially heated, 
while others are burnt. Another system was therefore resorted 
to, that of employing steam ; and it must be allowed that this 
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mode of bending has been found to answer, so far as the interest 
of the ship-builder is concerned. But ship-owners have suffered 
from its effects. It is possible by means of steam to give the 
required degree of flexibility to planks ; but steam of a degree 
of temperature high enough to destroy the vegetable sap can- 
not be confined in vessels of any reasonable strength. Wood 
so treated has been found liable to a sudden decay. The dura- 
bility of charred wood is confirmed, by being found in burnt 
ruins free from decay after several hundred years. 

" The process now recommended is for heating both planks 
and timbers without steam, and in such a manner that they 
may be enveloped and equally surrounded on all sides with hot 
air and smoke, the coal-tar contained in the latter entering at 
the same time the pores of the wood, and acting as a feeder. 

" This process is so conducted as to prevent the wood from 
being burnt by it ; all the air that reaches the timbers while 
under process being previously obliged to pass through the fire, 
and being by that means deprived of its oxygen, on that prin- 
ciple which maintains combustion. 

"The means employed to effect this are horizontal curvi- 
linear flues, made of cast iron, adapted to the forms intended 
to be given to the wood, and furnished with a powerful but 
simple apparatus for applying the force requisite to bend the 
timbers into the required form. The heat can be so managed 
as to give at the same time the degree of charring requisite for 
the preservation of the timber against wet and dry. rot." * 

Mrs. Trevithick spoke of a very pretty model at 
a scale of 1 inch to 8 feet, showing a first-rate ship, 
fully rigged, enclosed and floated in a dock of thin 
iron. It was sent to various places to make the plan 
known, and so was lost. A rudder was fixed to the 
dock for steering it, or it might be made in pieces, 
for a foreign country, and be there riveted together. 
During 1869 a floating dock, with a rudder, was towed 
to Bermuda; and a steamer of 150 tons burthe i was 

* Pamphlet, lOth February, 1809. 
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constructed in England, in separate pieces, or plates, 
to b^ sent to the White Nile, there to be riveted 
together. 

The particular advantages of floating docks in coun- 
tries not having the rising and falling of tides, arose 
from vessels in such situations having to be sent great 
distances in search of a drj dock. 

Timber had been bent before the date of Trevithick's 
patent by exposing it to the heat of an open fire and 
to steam, the latter plan not destroying the sap, while 
the open fire waa unmanageable in the uniform heating 
of the wood and in the difficulty of bending, both of 
which were given in the iron flue; while the coal-tar 
contained in the smoke entered the pores of the wood, 
preserving it, and may be called the origin of the 
modern most approved method of creosoting wood by 
heated coal-tar. 

In addition to the pamphlet a long statement of the 
advantages to flow from the patent was sent to " The 
Honourable the Commissioners of His Majesty's Navy." 

" We presume that our plan goes to obviate most of the evils 
complained of in Lord Melville's letter to Mr. Perceval. 

** By our process we give a greater degree of curvature than 
is required for ships' ribs to a piece of oak fourteen inches 
square and fourteen feet long. 

" Ships' ribs standing perpendicularly, as they now do, instead 
of holding by each other, require, ahsolittely require, to be held 
together by other and collateral means, namely, the planks 
and lining. Hence the longitudinal strength of a ship depends 
on these same planks and lining, and not at all on the ribs, 
whose disposition of themselves is to diverge and tumble to 
pieces, instead of leaning against and bracing each other, inch 
by inch, throughout the whole ship. Ships' ribs, as we purpose 
to place them, are to be split, and cross each other at all points, 
the one sett stretching diagonally towards the head, and the 
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other towards the stem, each forming a diagonal stay, not at 
right angles, but forming the lozenge, diamond, or lattice, or 
close, if preferred, in which case the starting of a plank would 
be of no consequence. We have a model and drawings exem- 
plifying these facts, which we desire to be permitted to exhibit." 

The winner in the race of homeward-bound clipper 
tea-ships in 1869 was built on the diagonal principle. 
The experience therefore of sixty years has proved the 
correctness of Trevithick's plans. 

In 1835 the writer was employed in putting engines 
on board the 'Diamond,' a new steamboat on the Thames, 
competing for the traflBc below London Bridge, and spe- 
cially built to excel the others. The outer planking 
was horizontal, backed by two thicknesses of diagonal 
planking ; thus the whole thickness of the ship's side 
was but 3 J inches, while a few iron knees tied the deck 
timbers to the ship's sides. The vessel was 145 feet 
long. Engines of 40 -horse power gave her a speed of 
12^ miles an hour, the greatest that had then been 
attained on the Thames. 

Diagonal planking is now generally adopted in build- 
ing life-boats ; its usefulness is still extending, and the 
writer believes one of Her Majesty's favourite yachts 
was so constructed. 

A memorandum in Trevithick's writing, without 
date, but evidently of about the period of the patent 
of 1809, gives his views of the detail of an iron sailing 
ship. The necessary calculations for the parts are 
jumbled up with the writing, as he proceeds with the 
description. Unfortunately the drawing he refers to 
has disappeared. The vessel was for a trader, carrying 
300 tons, drawing 8 feet 3 inches. The length 70 feet, 
width 35 feet, depth of hold 10 feet. The keel 1 inch 
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thick, the vesseFs bottom | of an inch thick, the sides 
^ an inch, the deck |ths of an inch, and the gunwale 
I of an inch thick, the whole riveted together and 
strengthened with iron ribs in the hull. Three iron 
keels of 2 feet in depth and 2 feet apart gave strength 
to the bottom and helped sailing qualities on the wind, 
while the great breadth enabled her to carry canvas 
without taking ballast. The weight of the vessel was 
70 tons. The masts and yards were wrought-iron tubes, 
the shrouds and stays were iron chains; each of the 
two masts was supplied with a square sail 50 feet high 
by 44 feet wide, its larger half being aft of the mast, 
as a lug sail. This aft or long end of the fore-yard 
wds connected by a chain with the fore or short end of 
the yard on the main-mast, thus making the two sails 
balance one another to save labour in trimming them. 

The yards were centred on the masts, and could be 
lowered down, while the sails fixed to the yards reefed 
themselves by rolling on the yards as a roller-blind. 
Studding sails had two-thirds the spread of the square 
sails, the yards for which slid into the hollow main- 
yards when not wanted. Such an iron vessel would 
not disgrace a builder of the present day. The pecu- 
liarity of reefing by rolling on the yard has since been 
tried with some success. 

The pamphlet of 1809 thus speaks of the tubular 
iron mast, and establishes the date of the drawing and 
memorandum referred to : — 

" Sliding tubular masts, made of irou, and so constructed that 
the upper ones slide into the lower in a manner somewhat like 
a pocket telescope. 

** A model of one for a first-rate ship, on a scale of one-eighth 
of an inch to a foot, is now ready for inspection. 
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" This tubular mast, being half an inch thick, and the same 
height and diameter as a wood mast, will be lighter, consider- 
ably stronger, much more durable, and less liable to be injured 
by shot, and will cost less money. 

This mast is made to strike nearly as low as the deck, to 
ease the ship in a heavy sea. Yards and bowsprits may also 
be made of vrrought iron, and chain shrouds and chains will not 
cost half the expense of rope." * 

The description in Trevithick's handwriting gives 
such close detail, that a practical intention of construct- 
ing such a ship of iron, with tubular masts and yards, 
aiid self-reefing sails, was certainly made public, if not 
really acted on in 1809, as is evidenced by the workman- 
like grasp of the whole design, expressed in few words, 
interspersed with calculations establishing his practical 
deductions, resulting in the greater speed, carrying 
power, and economy of management of iron sailing 
ships as compared with wooden sailing ships. 

The figures in his detail description are omitted, as 
the calculations were frequently broken oif, when he 
mentally saw the approximate result. 

** A plan, side and cross section of a wrought-iron trading 
ship. Scale one-sixth of an inch to a foot. 

" Vessel to be 70 feet long, and 35 feet wide on the deck, 
and 10 feet deep in the hold, with three iron keels of 2 feet 
wide, with iron rods for strengthening the hull, the whole riveted 
together the same as a steam-engine boiler, the keel to be 
1 inch thick, the bottom three-quarters thick, the sides half an 
inch thick, the deck three-eighths thick, and the gunwale one 
quarter of an inch thick. The mast and yards wrought-iron 
tubes, and the shrouds and stays iron chains. 

'' Weight of the ship 70 tons,"" width of the sails 44 feet by 
50 feet high, two-fifths before the mast, and three-fifths aft the 
mast. 

» Pamplilet, February lOth, 1809. 
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"Studding sails two-thirds of the width of the large sail. 
Deep water-line with 300 tons, 8 feet 3 inches, including the 
keels of 2 feet in depth. 

''The yards fall down near the deck, and the sails reef them- 
selves without going aloft, and are always drawn tight in a 
chain frame, that holds the sails close to the wind, and pre- 
vents their flopping. 

" The yards being centred on the masts, and the after-end of 
the fore-yard chained to the fore-end of the after-yard, balances 
the sails, that they go about easily. 

"The iron keels act as ballast; and, together with the 
extreme width of beam, enable the required canvas to be 
carried without taking in additional ballast. This vessel would 
be lighter, sail faster, stow more cargo, be more durable, and 
worked with a less number of hands than a wood vessel." 

The news of the day describes a race between the 
English yacht 'Livonia' and the winning American 
yacht ' Columbia,' a large centre board schooner, built 
in 1871, 98 feet long, 26 feet beam, 8i feet hold. 
Trevithick's iron trader of 1809 was 70 feet long, 
35 feet beam, 10 feet hold, to which add the sliding 
keels, described in the following chapter ; and the two 
schooners, allowing for the different requirements of 
racer and trader, exhibit similar general principles, 
though the vessel of sixty years ago had spars and hull 
of iron. 

From the time of his work on the Dredger in 1803 
to his leaving London in 1810 his occupations caused 
him to be almost daily within sight of the ships and 
mercantile operations on the Thames — ^iron buoys, iron 
tanks, iron docks, iron steamboats, iron sailing vessels, 
iron fighting ships, designed, ' patented, and more or 
lees brought into commercial use, were results of those 
seven years of labour. 

Our small and imperfect knowledge of Richard 
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Trevithick has caused him to be regarded merely as 
the inventor of the high-pressure steam-engine, while 
in truth that one machine, among his numerous useful 
discoveries, was but as a foot or hand to a perfect man ; 
just as it took its place of relative usefulness in the 
improved sailing ship made of plates of iron, giving 
greater safety and comfort to the sailor, reducing his 
labour by the use of sliding keel, water ballast, and self- 
reefing sails ; the steam-engine giving auxiliary propel- 
ling power, discharging cargo, and weighing the anchor, 
while the steam-boirer gave facilities for cooking food, 
and the iron tanks a larger supply of more wholesome 
water. 

Many men scheme, take patents, and are no more 
heard of. Trevithick's working models, made known 
by his written description, show on what a difierent 
basis his schemes were built. Every detail is practically 
described, as though it was a history of a thing of the 
.past rather than of a thing to come. 

After a lapse of sixty years the greater portion of 
those schemes have become valuable realities; a paper 
of the day,^ on the great increase of iron steamships, 
states that "about 11,000,000/. worth of shipping is 
now in course of building ; " and this marked branch 
of national prosperity took its rise from the designs 
that we have traced in their original working form in 
1809 ; the sliding tubular masts and yards remain to 
be made practicable. 

* * The Western Morning News/ October 26th, 1871. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

PROPELLma VESSELS BY STEAM. 

A LETTER, in 1803/ speaking of his high-pressure en- 
gine, with 45 lbs. of steam to the inch, says, " I was 
sent for to explain the engine at the Admiralty Office. 
They sent to inspect, and say they are about to erect 
several for their purposes, and that no other shall be 
used in the Government service." Again, in 1804,* 
"An engine is ordered for the West India Docks, to 
travel itself from ship to ship." "An engineer from 
Woolwich was ordered down, and one from the Ad- 
miralty Office, to inspect." 

With this intimate knowledge of Trevithick's schemes, 
and the use of his engines by the Admiralty, it is the' 
more strange that such events are ignored, or but 
slightly referred to in the history of early steamboats, 
for in the latter part of 1804 several gentlemen had 
consulted him on the feasibility of destroying the French 
fleet by the use of high-pressure steam fire-ships. 

" Mr. Giddy, " C^albbookdale, October hth, 1804. 

" Sir, — Several gentlemen of late have called on me to 
know if these engines would not be good things to go into 
Boulogne to destroy the fleet, &c., in that harbour by fire-ships. 
They told me that a gentleman from Bath was then in London 
trying experiments under Government for that purpose, but 
whether by engine or by what plan I do not know. 



* See Trevithick's letter, May 2nd, 1803, chap. ix. 
' See letter, Feb. 22iid, 1804, chap. ix. 



VOL. I. 
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''A gentleman was sent to speak to me yesterday on the 
business, from a marquis ; the name I am not at liberty to give 
you. I put him off without any encouragement, because I 
would much rather trust to your opinion in bringing this 
business forward than any other man. 

" I have two 10-inch cylinders here completely ready ; they 
are exceedingly well executed. I will not part with them until 
I hear further from you. If you think you could get Govern- 
ment to put it into execution, I would readily go with the 
engines and risk the enterprise. I think it is possible to make 
these engines drive ships into the middle of the fleet, and then 
for them to blow up. 

" However, I shall leave all this business to your judgment, 
but if you give me encouragement respecting the (xissibility of 
carrying it into force, I am ready to send off these two engines 
on speculation. 

" I believe if you do not bring this busine&s forward, some 
other person will, and it would not please me to see another 
person take this scheme out of our hands. 

*' Be silent about it at home, for I should not like my family 
to know that I was engaged in such an undertaking. 

" I would thank you for your sentiments on this business 
soon, as these twd engines will be left unsold until I receive 
your answer. 

" There are orders for several engines since I last wrote to 
vou. 

" I am, Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" BiCHARD TrEVITHICK." 
" Tbentham Hall, near Newcastle, 

"Mr. Giddy, *' October 20th, is(A. 

" Sir, — I received your last letter, and am really much 
obliged to you for your goodness in offering to give me your 
assistance in promoting my schemes. I am ordered by the 
Marquis of Stafford to leave this place for London on Monday 
morning to meet Lord Melville and Mr. Pitt. It is likely they 
may wish to be satisfied respecting the possibility of tji^ plan I 
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shall lay before them. I shall refer them to you for your 
opinion and calculations. I will write to you when I have seen 
these gents, stating every particular. There are many things 
I wish to communicate to you, for I cannot satisfy myself from 
my own figures. I hope you will be called on in tlie House in 
the course of next montL I expect to be in town at that time. 
If I am ordered to proceed with this, plan for Government, 
there will be several things that I shall not be able to get 
through without your assistance. I must beg your pardon for 
so often troubling you for these things, for I am not master of 
myself, but hope you will have the pleasure of seeing these 
plans carried into execution. 

"I am. Sir, 

'* Your very humble servant, 

"KlOHARD TrEVITHICK." 

These traces of proposals to propel vessels by his 
high-pressure steam-engines, in 1804, to destroy the 
French fleet in Boulogne Harbour, show him as the 
pioneer of marine engineers. A messenger from a 
marquis — ** a profound secret " — caused a few minutes* 
cautious reflection, and a wish to consult his friend, 
followed by, — "If you think you could get Govern- 
ment to put it into execution, I would readily go with 
the engines and risk the enterprise." He thought it 
possible with those engines to drive ships into the 
middle of the fleet, and was prepared, without a mo- 
ment's delay, to place two of them in a vessel, and by 
them propel her to France. 

Within a fortnight he was at Trentham Hall, plot- 
ting with the Marquis of Stafford, who sent him to 
London to see Lord Melville and Mr. Pitt. He gave 
more than usual thought to this compound question of 
propelling a vessel by steam, steering it without a 
helmsman, and exploding it at the required moment; 

Y 2 
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for he admite, " I am not master of myself." Probably 

this was the only time in his life that he doubted his 

ability to make his high-pressure steam-engine do 

everything, 

,, _ " SoHO Foundry, Manchester, January 10<A, 1805. 

« Mr. Giddy, 

** Sir, — I have answered Mr. Gundry's letter. Their 

engine will cost about 170Z., and will draw one hundred kibbals 

with about three bushels of coal. 

" I fear that engine at Dolcoath will be a bad one. I never 
knew anything about its being built, until you wrote to me 
about Penlerthy Croft engine, when you mentioned it. 

"I then requested Captain A. Vivian to inform me the 
particulars about it, and I find that it will not be a good job. I 
wish it never was begun. I was sent from the Marquis of 
Staflford to Lord Melville. I was at the Admiralty Office, and 
was ordered to wait a few days, before they could say to me 
what they wanted. I called five or six days following, but 
never received a satisfactory answer, only to still wait longer. 
But I left them without knowing what they wanted of me, for I 
was tired waiting, and was wanted much at Coalbrookdale at the 
time. When they send for me again, they shall say what they 
want before I will again obey the call. There was an engine, a 
lO-inch cylinder, put into a barge to be carried to Macclesfield, 
for a cotton factory, and I tried it to work on board. AVe had 
a fly-wheel on each side of the barge, and a crank-shaft across 
the deck. The wheels had flat boards, 2 feet 2 inches long 
and 14 inches deep, six on each wheel, like an undershot 
water-wheel. The extremity of the wheels went about 15 miles 
per hour. The barge was between 60 and 70 tons burthen. It 
went in still water about 7 miles per hour. This was done to try 
what efiect it would have. As we had all the apparatus of old 
material at the Dale, it cost little or nothing to put it together. 

" I think it would have been driven much faster with sweeps. 

" The engine that was made for the London Docks, for dis- 
charging the West Indiamen, is put to work in a manufactory. 
They would not permit fire within the walls of the dock; 
there is an Act of Parliament to that eflect. 



Digitized by V:rOOQlC 




PROPELLING VESSELS BY STEAM. 325 

** Tlieie is a small engine making in Staffordshire, for the 
London coal-ships to carry with them for unloading. 

** The boiler is 2 feet 6 inches diameter and 5 feet long, with 
the cylinder horizontal on the outside of the boiler. The 
cylinder 4 inches in diameter, 
18-inch stroke. I think it 
will be equal to six men. 

*^The engine will always 
go one way. The man that 
stands at the hatchway will 
have a string to throw out a 
catch, which will let the barrel run back with the empty 
basket. 

" I shall go to Newcastle-on-Tyne in about four weeks, and 
most likely shall return to London. By that time the little 
engine will be sent to London for the coal-ships. A great 
number of my engines are' now working in different parts of the 
kingdom. There are three foundries here making them. 

" They finish them in very good style ; all the wrought iron 
is polished^ and ornamented with brass facings. They are the 
handsomest engines I ever saw. I expect there are some of the 
travelling engines at work at Newcastle. As soon as I get 
there I will write to you. 

** This day I received a letter from Jane [his wife] ; sad 
lamentations on account of my absence. I am obliged to pro- 
mise to return immediately, but shall not be able to fulfil it at 
this moment. I should be wrong to quit this business, as there 
are now seventeen or eighteen foundries going on with those 
engines, and unless I am among them, the business will fall to 
the ground, and after such pains as I have taken, I am sorry to 
quit it, until I get it established. I am sorry to hear that your 
sister is about to go to London to reside, for I fear that you 
will now spend but a small part of your time in Cornwall, and 
I shall be deprived of your good advice in future. 

** I am, Sir, 

" Tour very humble servant, 

*• Richard Trevithiok." 
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This account of a 60 or 70 ton barge, driven by a 
high-pressure steam-puffer engine, having a cylinder 
10 inches in diameter, at a speed about seven miles an 
hour, the float-boards going at fifteen, miles an hour, 
proves that had Lord Melville spared five minutes out 
of that week to keep his appointment with Trevithick, 
the first steam fire-ship would have dated from 1804; 
for within three months from that time he had driven 
a barge at a speed of seven miles an hour by an engine 
that had been constructed for another purpose, and was 
adapted to the steamboat on the spur of the moment by 
a crank-shaft across the deck, having at each end a 
paddle-wheel, with six paddle-boards 14 inches deep by 
2 feet 2 inches long. 

Trevithick's steamboat was an ordinary canal barge, 
into which one of his steam-engines had been placed 
as goods for conveyance to Manchester from Coalbrook- 
dale, as mentioned in his note of the 5th of October, 
1804, and 10th January, 1805. The fact came under 
the notice of the Prime Minister, and the makers of 
the engine were among the best-known manufacturers 
of the day, yet no one has recorded that Trevithick 
constructed this first practical steamboat. 

Napoleon I. is said to have exclaimed, about 1804, 
when reviewing his army and ships at Boulogne, " The 
English do not know what awaits them ; if we are mas- 
ters of the Channel for a few hours, England has lived 
her time.'' Napoleon certainly did not know of Trevi- 
thick's proposed steam fire-ships, or of his courage in 
offering to guide them into the middle of his fleet. 

Lord Dedunstanville had formed a troop of Cornish 
volunteers to drive Napoleon from the shores, and 
among them was Trevithick, who, his wife said, ap- 
peared well pleased with his red coat. One night a 
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beat of drtuns in the Camborne streets startled the 
sleepers; Trevithick awoke his wife, and asked what 
all the noise could be about. " Oh ! I suppose the 
French must be come ; had you not better put on your 
red coat and go out?" "Well, but Jane," suggested 
the volunteer, **you go first and just look out at the 
window, to see what it is ! " 

"Mr. Giddy, " Blackwall, .^uiy 23i^, 1806. 

** Sir, — ^This day I set the engine to work on board the 
'Blazer' gun-brig. 

" It does its work exceedingly well. We are yet in dock, and 
have lifted up mud only. I hope to be down at Barking shaft 
in a few days, at our proposed station, when I will write to 
you again. I think there is no doubt of success. 

" A gentleman lias ordered an engine for driving a ship. It 
is a 12i-inch cylinder. I am at a loss how to construct the 
apparatus for this purpose ; therefore am under the necessity of 
troubling you for your advice on the subject. 

"The plan I have is as under, unless you condemn it, or 
suggest a better plan. I propose to put a horizontal engine 
below the deck, and to put a wheel of 14 feet diameter in the 
hold. This wheel is to work in an iron case, air-tight ; the axle 
to work in a stuffing box, and a pump to force air into this case 
to keep down the water from flooding the wheel, so that only 
the floats on the extremity of the wheel shall be in the water, 
and then only extend about 15 inches below the keel of the ship. 

** The cutter is about 100 tons burthen. 

**'! wish to know the size of the floats on the wheel, and the 
velocity you think they should be driven. 




" I think the power of the engine is equal to 400,000, 1 foot 
high, in a minute, from which you will be able to judge what 
size of floats, and what velocity will be best. The air that is 
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forced into the wrought-iron ca^e will always keep the water 
down in the case to the level of the bottom of the ship. A 
space will be left on each side of the wheel, so that the air will 
never be displaced by the working of the wheel. 
" Tour answer to this will very much oblige 

" Your very humble servant, 

"Richard Trevithiok. 

"Direct to me at the Globe Taveni, Blackwall, near 
London." 

In 1806 he had undertaken the still difficult task of 
placing a high-pressure puffer steam-engine of about 
12-horse power in a gentleman's sailing yacht of 100 
tons. Side wheels and paddle-boxes would destroy her 
appearance and sailing qualities. One centre paddle- 
wheel, enclosed in an iron case, was therefore to be 
fixed in the hold, the float-boards passing through an 
opening in the vessel's bottom. Water was prevented 
from rising in the case by a pressure of air forced into 
it by the engine, sufficient, to depress it to near the level 
of the vessel's bottom, that the wheel might not be 
flooded. The paddle-shaft, where it passed through the 
two sides of the wheel-case, was made air-tight by 
stuffing-boxes. The bottom of the float-boards was 
15 inches below the keel of the ship, attached to a 
wheel 14 feet in diameter. The engine to drive it 
was a 12^-inch cylinder high-pressure puffer direct- 
action engine, of about 12-horse power, with cylin- 
drical tubular boiler ; the general outline of engine and 
boiler being very like the Newcastle locomotive of 1804. 

About that time, while producing changes and im- 
provements in marine propulsion, he became acquainted 
with Mr. Robert Dickinson, who had been a West India 
merchant, and they became partners in the following 
patent : — 
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PBOPEUoiNa Vessels, etc. 
Trevithick and BickinsorCs Specification of 1808. 

" In a ship or vessel properly constructed for the purpose, and 
to which we give the name of a nautical labourer, we place a row- 
ing wheel shaped like an undershot water-wheel furnished with 
floats or pallets, but which we call our propelling boards, and of 
a size proportioned to the vessel ; the said rowing wheel is placed 
vertically in a box or casing fitted to receive it in such a manner 
that its axis shall be at right augles to the length way of the 
ship or vessel, while the edge of the propelling board that is 
lowest shall be even with the keel of the ship or vessel, or 
rather with the keels, for we prefer having two, and placed at 
such a distance from each other as just to allow the propelling 
boards of the rowing wheel to pass freely between them. The 
foresaid box or casing which contains the rowing wheel is made 
air-tight, and is open only at the bottom, where the floats are 
intended to act in propelling the vessel, and the water is pre- 
vented from rising in the said box or casing by an air-pump 
forcing air into it, so as to keep the water always down at the 
level intended. The end or ends of the axle of the rowing 
wheel works or work in a collar or collars of leather or any 
other substance fitted to prevent air from passing out ; and the 
said wheel, as also the fore-mentioned air-pump, is worked by 
means of a crank, a wheel, or any other suitable contrivance at 
one or both ends of the axle, and connected with a steam- 
engine, which is the power we employ to move the rowing 
wheel, or, in other words, to give the required movement to the 
vessel. In the wheel itself there is no novelty. 

" The novelty of this part of our invention consists in work- 
ing the wheel in an air-vessel, and by means of the contained 
air keeping the surface of the water at such a lower level than 
the general surrounding surface as may prevent the water from 
flooding the wheel. When we mean to employ such a vessel 
or ship and apparatus as the above for the purpose of towing 
other vessels, the propelling boards of the rowing wheel and 
also the steam-engine must be larger in proportion to the work 
intended to be performed ; the vessels are then fastened to 
each other by a towing rope or towing ropes, the headmost of 
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them being made fast to the rowing vessel, that being the 
name which we have adopted for the above-described ship or 
vessel and apparatus. When strong tides and currents oppose 
the progress of the rowing vessel encumbered with those she has 
in tow, we facilitate the business of towing in the following 
manner: — To the headmost or to all of the vessels in tow we 
attach a pair of long poles, or what bargemen call setts, for the 
purpose of being dropt into the water from time to time, as is 
now the practice in shoal stream water, to answer the purpose 
of an anchor. The vessels in tow being thus secured from 
going along with the stream, we then propel our rowing vessel 
forward alone, allowing the rope that is made fast to the head- 
most of them to run off from a windlass placed near the stem of 
the rowing vessel, or in any other convenient situation. When 
we have run off all the rope to the end that is made fast to the 
windlass, we then secure the rowing vessel in her place by 
dropping a pair of setts or an anchor; this being done, the 
vessels in tow take up their setts, the machinery of the towing 
vessel is then disengaged from the rowing wheel, and thrown 
into gear to work the foresaid windlass by the power of the 
steam-engine. By this means the rope is wound up on the 
windlass, and the vessels in tow are brought up to the rowing 
vessel, when the same method of proceeding is again repeated 
till the vessels have passed the heavy part of the stream or 
current, and are able to proceed without those interruptions. 
We need hardly add that anchors may be employed in place of 
setts, and that in deep water they must be used ; but where the 
water is not too deep to admit of it, the employing of setts in 
place of anchors is attended with less trouble and delay. What 
we have stated respecting the use of our rowing vessel and 
apparatus in towing vessels against a stream or current applies 
also to the towing ships out of any harbour. If there are float- 
ing buoys outside the harbour we row our rowing vessel to one 
of them, letting off from the windlass in the manner before 
described the towing rope made fast to the ship that is to be 
towed out ; having reached the buoy, or dropt another if there 
is no buoy, we then disengage the machinery from the rowing 
wheel, and put it into gear with the windlass, and work the 
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ship out of harbour by the power of the steam-engine* In 
many harbours this will be of immense advantage to the public, 
and particularly to ship-owners, for it not unfrequently happens 
that the wind is fair for the voyage, but foul for getting out of 
harbour. Here it may be proper to mention once for all, that 
in every case where we drop anchor, when it is to be taken up 
again we weigh it by throwing its windlass into gear to be 
worked with the steam-engine^ The benefit to be derived by 
the public from our contrivance for towing vessels or ships 
would be increased if chains of proper strength moored at each 
end were Icdd in difficult currents and mouths of harbours, to 
be used in the following manner, that is to say, by giving the 
said chain one turn round the end of the windlass connected 
with and worked by the steam-engine the ve&sel could be 
worked in either direction of the chain without making use of 
the rowing wheel, merely by the revolving of the windlass. The 
chain should have a buoy at each end for the purpose of being 
laid hold of. Nor are these all the uses to which we apply our 
contrivance. The apparatus or machinery which we employ to 
propel the vessel or vessels in the manner before described is 
so contrived that we can also employ it in loading or unloading 
not only the rowing vessel, but those she has towed, or any other 
that may want that assistance. Where a few articles only are 
to be taken on board or discharged from the rowing vessel, the 
common blocks and tackle may be worked by a rope attached to 
a windlass, and worked by the steam-engine. When more dis- 
patch is wanted, as in discharging coals oi grain from the row- 
ing vessel or from others, and such like work where economy of 
time and labour is an important consideration, we facilitate the 
business by working a barrel in place of a windlass. This 
barrel, worked by the steam-engine, is kept in constant motion, 
while the business of discharging is constantly going on. On 
this barrel is placed as many endless belts as may be required 
for the business in hand.. These belts pass respectively over a 
pulley of two grooves centred in a lever, the 'lower end of 
which lever is on a hinge. To the upper end of the lever, 
which is the longest from the centre of the pulley, a tope is 
attached, which goes to the vessel then discharging, where it 
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passes through a common block in the rigging, wheace the end 
of it descends to a man standing on the deck at the hatchway of 
the ship discharging. This rope is for the purpose of enabling 
the man, by pulling it, to lighten the endless belt by means of 
the longest end of the lever. From this it is plain that the 
pulley will then receive motion from the revolving barrel, and 
continue in motion so long as the man pulls the rope tight. 
By this motion another rope, which we call the discharging- 
rope, made fast to the other groove of the pulley, that is, to the 
one not occupied by the before-mentioned endless belt, is wound 
up on the said groove. The discharging rope now mentioned 
is the one that brings up the bucket, sack, basket, or other 
article from the hold of the vessel that is dischai-ging, no more 
being necessary for this purpose but to carry the rope first 
through a block in the rigging of the vessel containing the 
working apparatus, and then through another in the rigging of 
the vessel that is discharging, and making that end fast by a 
hook or otherwise to the bucket, sack, basket, or other article 
that is to be raised ; while the man who holds the other rope 
keeps it tight, as before mentioned, the discharging rope keeps 
winding up on the fore-mentioned pulley; when the bucket, 
sack, basket, or other article has been raised to the height 
required, the man who holds the tightening rope slacks his 
hold, and the endless belt is thereby freed from action, so that 
it ceases to be carried round by the barrel before mentioned. 
The bucket, basket, or other article being emptied, is let go to 
descend again into the hold, and the endless belt being now 
slack, the weight of the descending bucket, basket, or other 
article makes the double-grooved pulley revolve the contrary 
way to what it did when winding on, so that the rope is un- 
wound from the pulley, and remains so until the man who holds 
the tightening rope again applies a force sufficient to make the 
barrel give motion again to the double-grooved pulley by means 
of the endless belt, as before described. Instead of the barrel 
and endless belt before described being used for the above pur- 
pose, other common mechanical means may be employed to 
throw the pulley, to which is attached the discharging rope, in 
and out of gear, so as to wind or unwind the discharging rope. 
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** We have before mentioned several endless belts, though in 
our description we have confined ourselves to one ; the other 
belts are for the purpose of working any required number of 
discharging, ropes on board one or more vessels, for several 
vessels properly arranged may all be discharging at the same 
time ; but all these discharging ropes being worked in the same 
manner by the same barrel, and by the same moving power, 
the description already given of one applies to any number, 
each having its own proper double-grooved pulley and lever. 

" We must here add that we do not mean, by the description 
which we have given of the barrel and double-grooved pulley, 
and the method of working them, to claim such contrivances as 
new inventions, or be understood as meaning to confine ourselves 
to the use of these means exclusively, for any of the common 
mechanical means that are now employed to communicate or 
suspend motions at pleasure to apparatus connected with any 
maintaining power may be used to produce the eflfect. The 
novelty of our invention is simply this : employing such a vessel 
as we have described, furnished with a steam-engine as a moving 
power, and with proper apparatus to enable us to employ the 
said vessel ^and its contents as a labourer to assist in towing of 
vessels in the manner before described, and in loading and un- 
loading them, in place of using the methods hitherto in use. 
Where towing of vessels and discharging of vessels may not 
both be wanted, the apparatus may be relieved of part of its 
load, and of part of the expense of construction, that is to say, 
where only towing may be wanted the machinery need not be 
loaded with those parts which apply to the discharging of 
vessels ; and, on the other hand, where towing is not wanted, 
but only discharging and unloading, the parts that apply to 
towing may be dispensed with. 

" In witness whereof, we, the said Richard Trevithick and 
Eobert Dickinson, have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, this Twelfth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and eight. 

" Richard Trevithick. (l.s.) 

"ROBT. DiCKIKSON. (L.8.) " 
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The nautical labourer was to tow vessels up rivers 
or in smooth water. If the current was too strong the 
vessels towed were to be moored or anchored, while it 
steamed ahead a convenient distance, and dropping 
anchor, disconnected the paddle-wheel, connected the 
steam-windlass, and warped the vessels at a slower speed. 
A permanent chain might be laid to avoid the trouble of 
anchoring, passing it around the windlass of the towing 
boat, as is now done in steam-ferries crossing rivers. 
The labourer, when made fast alongside a vessel to be 
discharged, raised the cargo by the steam-windlass. 

" When a few aiiicles only are to le taken on board, or dis- 
charged from the rowing vessel, common blocks and tackle may 
be worked by a rope attached to a windlass, set in motion by 
the steam-engine. When more dispatch is wanted, as in the 
discharging of coal or grain from the rowing "vessel, or from 
ethers^ and such like work, where economy of time and labour is 
an important consideration, we facilitate the business by working 
a barrel in place of a windlass. On this revolving barrel are 
placed as many endless belts as may be required for the 
business in hand. These belts pass respectively over pulleys 
with two grooves, centred in a lever, the lower end of which 
lever is on a hinge." 

The movement of the lever took the slack out of the 
endless belt, causing the pulley to revolve ; a rope from 
the other groove of the pulley went to the vessel's hold 
and raised the load until the endless belt was again 
loosened. 

The engine used was Trevithick's high-pressure port- 
able puffer.^ Several experiments were made in the 
Thames, with every prospect of an immediate and ex- 
tensive use of the nautical labourer, when the Society of 
Coal Whippers protested against the encouragement of 

* See Trevithick's letter, January 10, 1805, chap. xv. 
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such a rival, declined to work with it, and threatened to 
drown its inventor. Trevithick was guarded by police- 
men, two of them keeping watch at his house ; but he 
succeeded in proving that his idea was economical and 
practical, though it was impossible to stem the strong 
current of prejudices of the daily labourer, and the 
nautical labourer retired from the contest. 

A curious old drawing of Trevithick's without date 
or name, probably belonging to the time of the patent 
(1808), or the fire-ship of 1804, judging from the nide 
simplicity of the engine and the oval tube of the boiler, 
similar to the first high-pressure model, shows a vessel, 
even including the decks, of iron, to be propelled 
by sails or steam. Her form Was like a deep saucer, 
with portions of her sides cut away to make room for 
a paddle-wheel on each side. At the deep water-line 
she was 43 feet wide by 58 feet long ; stem and stern 
pieces, each 5 feet long, extended from deep water-line 
to the bottom of the keel, containing sliding keels of 
iron, each about 5 feet wide, and when down reaching 
6 or 7 feet below the bottom of the vessel, acting as lee- 
boards and also as lever ballast when the ship was light. 
She was sea-going, but suitable for trading to shallow 
harbours, drawing 3 feet 3 inches without cargo, and 
6 feet 6 inches when loaded with 150 tons. One strong 
mast indicates a large spread of canvas. The steam- 
boilers were curved to the shape of the hold, the funnel 
aft of the stem, the paddle-wheels 25 feet 6 inches 
in diameter, float-boards 3 feet 6 inches wide; two 
steam-cylinders 3 feet 6 inches in diameter, 8-feet stroke, 
with open tops and guide-wheel pistons, allowing the 
paddle-shaft to be kept very low, and doing away with 
parallel motion or guide-rods ; the cranks were at right 
angles to each other. The whole of the bottom of the 
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vessel for 1 foot in depth was double, or cellular, a means 
now much used to give strength, but by him turned to 
further account as a surface condenser, the detail of this 
portion is not fully shown, judging from three other 
sheets of drawing in pencil, all of them unfinished, 
modifying and improving the whole design. The two 
cylindrical vessels in the plan joined to the steam- 
cylinder by the nozzles, were a supplementary con- 
denser and an air-pump. 

The size and shape of the boilers, and of the cylinders 
with the long stroke, indicate the intention to work high 
steam very expansively, so that at the finish of the 
stroke on passing to the condensers it would be of a 
comparatively low pressure. Immediately after this 
period Trevithick, on his return to Cornwall, constructed 
an expansive steam-engine that worked with 100 or more 
pounds of steam to the inch in the boiler, expanding to 
low pressure and condensing.* 

This stray waif (Plate XI.) of combined steam and 
sails, in an iron hull, unnamed and undated, known to 
be Trevithick's handywork, from his well-known hand- 
writing in numerous explanations on the well-covered 
sheet of large paper, at a working scale of 1 inch to 
4 feet, so full in detail drawing, and with a reference to 
a written list of descriptions of the various parts, warrants 
the belief that the construction of such a vessel was fully 
contemplated, if not really carried out. a, two open- 
topped cylinders; &, crank-axle and paddle-shaft; c, 
pistons, with guide-wheels, thus avoiding parallel 
motion ; d, paddle-wheels ; e^ boilers, with cylindrical 
exterior of cast iron, and interior wrought-iron oval 
fire-tube ; ^, iron chimney at the stem of vessel ; A, sur- 
face condensers, on which he wrote, "space between the 

^ See Wheal Prosper Engine and Herland Engine, cLap. xix. 
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• 
ship's bottom, and the lower deck to cool the water;" 
i, small air-pump and condenser ; y, iron tubular mast ; 
kj sliding iron keels; Z, iron gunwale; m, iron deck; 
n, iron middle deck ; o, iron bottom deck ; p, iron bot- 
tom of vessel; y, rudder; r, light water-line; 5, deep 
wat.er-line; t, supports and shelter for paddle-wheels. 
The design combines the earliest Newcomen steam- 
engine with that of Watt, also of Trevithick's high- 
pressure steam direct - action engine of the present 
day, extending over one hundred and fifty years of 
steam-engine experience. The open-topped cylinders 
have the simplicity of Newcomen's first engine; but 
Newcomen dreamt not of the guide-wheel piston, and 
upward thrust of a rigid piston-rod moved by expan- 
sive steam, propelling a crank; neither was it the 
vacuum engine of Watt, for it used no injection-water, 
the vacuum being produced by surface condensation, as 
in Hall's condenser. The chief power of the engine 
was from high-pressure expansive steam during the up- 
stroke of the pistons: the ideas are traceable in his 
letters of 1812/ " The cold sides of the condenser are 
suflScient to work an engine a great many strokes with- 
out injection-water," *' If this engine is worked with 
steam of 25 lbs, to the inch above the atmosphere, cut- 
ting it off" at one-twentieth part of the ascending stroke 
of the piston, the power will be as three to two of 
Boidton and Watts single engine." "The length of 
the piston, and the small variation that the beam will 
give it, is so trifling that it will not be felt." The 
open-topped cylinder, with a deep piston in lieu of the 
guide-wheel, the expansive steam, and surface conden- 
sation, are evidenced in letters of about that period. 



* Trevi thick's letter, December 7, 1812, chap. xvii. 
VOL. I. Z 
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The iron vessel in form and in detail of construction 
is as remarkable as the engine; its growth may be 
traced from the patents of 1808 and 1809 for iron ships 
with iron mast and yards and self-reefing sails.^ 

The shallow draught of the vessel and its sliding 
keels are principles still relied on by American yachts- 
men ; and making the cellular bottom of the vessel a 
condenser is the original idea in its most simple form of 
modem surface-condensers. 

Certainly this drawing, explained by Trevithick's 
letters, patents, and working engines constructed sixty 
years ago, combine and fully illustrate, under the most 
simple forms, all the leading principles of the magni- 
ficent ships of the present day, with their iron sides, 
iron masts, small but powerful direct-action engines, 
with high-pressure expansive steam and surface con- 
densation. 

Everyone thought highly of his inventions, but no 
one enabled him to bring them into immediate profitable 
use : such being the inevitable result of going too much 
in advance of the time. Ten years of incessant labour 
since his first experiments with high-pressure portable 
steam-engines, to bring them within the range of every- 
day use, had left him a lone man, bereft of liberty and 
broken down in health and strength. 

Steel's letter of the 20th April,^ 1810, was addressed 
to Trevithick in Cornwall, where he had gone to raise 
money by mortgage or sale of mine shares or pro- 
perty, to pay the cost of showing his inventions to the 
public. 

On his return to London, everything belonging to 
him .was seized for debt, and he was obliged to retire 

* Patent of 1809, and description of iron ship, chap. xiv. 

* 8ee chap. xii. 
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to a sponging-house in a street of refuge for debtors, a 
halfway house between freedom and imprisonment. 

All this was too much for the strongest man. Typhus 
and gastric fever during many weeks reduced him to 
a state of physical helplessness, followed by the loss 
of intellect, and brain fever, and the patient, before so 
weak, required the care and streugth of keepers. 

In this emergency Dickinson brought his medical 
man to assist ; Dr. Walford, known to the family, dis- 
agreed with the new comer. A third medical man 
was called in. Anonymous letters were sent to Mrs. 
Trevithick on the probable result of the injurious 
medical treatment. 

In an emergency, when it seemed a question of life 
or death with her husband, Mrs. Trevithick, scarce 
knowing what she did, sought through the streets of 
London for a medical man. A gentleman observing 
her need of help, asked what was the matter, begged 
her to at once return to her house, and promised to seek 
and send a doctor. Misfortune had reached the turn- 
ing point. A kind letter from her brother advised 
Trevithick's return to Cornwall, and in the early part 
of September, 1810, being still too weak to move hand 
or foot, he was carried on board a small trading vessel, 
called the ' Falmouth Packet,' his eldest boy, about ten 
years old, keeping him company. 

It was war time, and the * Falmouth Packet ' with 
other vessels sailed from the Downs, under convoy of a 
gun-brig. After three days they anchored oflF Dover. 
Trevithick went on shore and enjoyed the first short 
walk since the commencement of his illness, four or five 
months before. On getting under way again they were 
chased by a French ship of war. The * Falmouth 
Packet ' knew how to sail and when to hug the shore, 

z 2 
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SO she showed her heels to the enemy ; and in six days 
after leaving London landed him at Falmouth, about 
sixteen miles from his Cornish residence at Penponds. 
Taking his boy by the hand, they walked to his home, 
from whence two months before, vrhen too ill to be 
informed of his loss, his mother had been carried to her 
grave from the liouse of his childhood. 



PenPOKDS, TllEVlTHlCK'8 ReSIDEKCS IN CHILDHOOD. [W. J. Wclch.] 

" My dear Jane, "Hayle Foundry, Ut June, 1810. 

" Our hearing by every other post from Mr. Blewett, of 
Trevithick's rapid recovery, and also by Dr. Eosewarne last 
Saturday, that the fever had quite left him, gave us great satis- 
faction ; but we are much concerned for your situation. 

"In your letter of the 25th ult. you seemed to be much 
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alarmed from Trevithick's weakness, but I think you cannot 
expect otherwise than that he will be very weak for some time, 
after so dreadful an attack. Do not be alarmed, I hope he will 
do very well ; you must not say anything to him about his 
business, that is likely to hurry his mind, until he gets better. 
If Mr. Dickinson receives money, he must be accountable for 
it. I beg that you will not hesitate asking Mr. Blewett for 
what you want. It gives us great happiness to hear that you 
enjoy health in this great trial. If you think it necessary and 
you wish it, I will come to you, but I sincerely hope that your 
next will bring a more favourable account; I know Mr. 
Blewett will be very happy to do anything for you in his 
power, and I wish you would ask his advice in any business 
that you think is not proper for Trevithick to be told of until 
he gets better. 

" I hope you find Mr. Steel honest : in that case it is not in 
Mr. Dickinson's power to cheat you. 

'* Do let me know how Trevithick's affairs stand, and what 
his prospects are. If he is not likely to do well where you are, 
do you think he would consent to return to Cornwall — if not 
to settle, for a little while ? His native air might be a means 
of getting him about. Both my sisters join with me in love to 
you and family. 

" I am, dear Jane, 

" Yours very sincerely, 

"H. Harvey.*' 

An official document of receipt and expenditure for 
the five years prior to his bankruptcy shows a loss of 
more than 4000Z. by his labours ; and that he had sold 
or mortgaged his property and borrowed from his 
friends. 

Mrs. Trevithick, when in London, in 1808 to 
1810, saw an iron steamboat of her husband's at Mr. 
Blewett s yard. People said that an iron boat could 
not float. Trevithick made a trip down the river 
from London Bridge in the iron steamer, and towed 
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after him one of his iron tanks to show that they also 
would float. 

Dickinson's^ letter in the early part of 1810 states 
that Penn had three steamboat engines then in hand ; 
one of them with a caboose, or the nautical arm engine, 
and one of them a towing machine to take the place of 
towing machines that required repair. 

On his return to Cornwall, he devoted his time to 
high-pressure expansive engines, and to preparing for 
South America ; still turning over in his mind the pro- 
pelling ships by steam. Mr. Newton, who rode on the 
first Camborne locomotive, thus writes : — 

" My dear SlE, "Camborne, 28th February, 1870. 

*' In reply to yours of the 25th, I recollect hearing 
Captain Trevithiek, in conversation with the late Captain 
Andrew Vivian, above sixty years ago, say that he could con- 
struct a boat, to be propelled by the application of steam. 

" His idea was a boat having two keels, between which two 
rods might be attached, with propellers to each, similar to 
duck's feet, one moving forwards, whilst the other moved back- 
wards, and so vice versa. Another idea of his was (being then 
war time) the application of thick, iron sides, to our men-of-war 
ships, to repel the shots from the enemy ; these were ideas 
then floating in Trevithick's brain. It was at a mine meeting 
(North Bininer Downs). How plainly do these ideas appear as 
the embryo of what has taken place since ; namely, the steam- 
and the iron-clad war ships. 

" I am, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 

"L. Newton." 

Mr, Newton, who aspired to be a pupil of Trevi- 
thick's nearly seventy years iago on the working of the 
first locomotive, still lives to bear witness of the great 

^ See Dickinson's letter, chap, yiii. 
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engineer's designs for steam navigation, and the keep- 
ing out an enemy's cannon balls by iron-plated ships of 
war. 

"Camborne, 26th March, 1812. 
" Sir Charles Hawkins, Bart., 

** Sir, — ^Enclosed I send you a letter for Sir John Sinclair, 
without a seal, for your inspection, and if you approve of it 
please to put a wafer and forward it; if not, please to leave it 
rest, and send me your remarks, that I may alter it. I have not 
gone so fully into the business as I might have done, in expecta- 
tion of Sir John Sinclair's writing to me again, with particulars, 
the size engine he may want, and for what purpose. If I had 
money I would immediately construct an engine in a ship, at 
my own expense, much rather than be assisted by any person, 
but the misfortune I lately met with, left me without a shilling ; 
therefore I am obliged to attend to other business for a main- 
tenance for my family, instead of attending to purposes of 
twenty tinaes the value. 

" I think you have heard Mr. Giddy give his opinion on the 
value of my new plan for driving ships, and I am really sorry 
to part with it so cheap to strangers ; but not having it in my 
power to carry it into execution, must submit. You see what 
a trifling sum will accomplish the experiment, and the value of 
it I believe is beyond calculation ; besides the great utility to 
the public. I very much wish you would try the experiment, 
and take the advantages andhe merit to yourself, instead of 
its going to strangers. 

" It might be done at Hayle Foundry, on one of their boats ; 
the expense will not exceed lOOZ. If you wish, you can again 
consult Mr. Giddy on the plan, before I engage with any ot^ier. 
As you have land near the mine at Gwythian, I beg to inform 
you that I have begun the erection of a steam-engine in Wheal 
Prosper Mine. I was employed a few days at St. Ives, by the 
subscribers to the breakwater. I would be very much obliged 
to you to say if I must call on Mr. Hulse for payment. 

" Tour obedient servant, 

"ElCHARD TreVITHICK." 
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" Camborne, Cobnwall, 26th March, 1812. 
" To Sir John Sinclair, 

" Sir, — I received from Sir Charles Hawkins a copy of 
Dr. Logan's letter to you, also a note from you to Sir Charles 
Hawkins, both respecting the driving boats by steam. This is a 
subject to which I have given a great deal of thought, as being 
a thing of immense magnitude and value, if it could be made to 
be of general utility. 

*' So far as ideas and the outlines of theory will warrant 
success, I have no doubt of making it fully answer the pur- 
pose on all sorts of vessels, and in the open sea ; but this 
cannot be done by any plan that has yet been practised. 

"I have been very fully informed respecting the plans and 
performance of the American steamboats, by practical men 
and others who have sailed on board them ; therefore I think 
there can be no doubt of their performance in rivers ; and am 
surprised that English engineers have not adopted it long since 
without waiting to be shown the way by Americans. 

" The construction of steam-engines hitherto has made them 
very unfit for ships' purposes, on account ^of their immense 
weight, bulk, and complications, 

" Also the method of applying the power by wheels over the 
ship's sides, would make them very unwieldy in gales of wind. 

"The engine that I have lately invented is not one-tenth 
part of the weight in bulk of other engines of the same power ; 
and 60 simple that they are managed by any common 
labourer. 

" They are working with the cylinder perpendicular, others 
horizontal, and others diagonal, as circumstances require, and 
the fire, with all the apparatus, is enclosed within a wrought- 
iroii boiler, so that no part could be injured from the rolling of 
the ship. Also the apparatus that I would use for propelling 
the ship should be fixed with the engine in her hold, so that no 
paxt of the machine should be exposed to injury from a heavy 
sea. Giving motion to a ship in the way that I propose is 
quite a new idea, and has never as yet been practised for any 
purpose whatever. When first I hit on this idea I communi- 
cated it to Mr. D. Giddy, whose theory on every occasion I have 
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relied on, and found by practice to be correct. His opinion was 
with mine, that it was a thing of vast importance. I am so far 
convinced of its success, that if you wish to make an experiment 
I will lend you an engine for the purpose gratis, and also give 
my own time and invention ; therefore the loss cannot be more 
than on the apparatus for propelling, which I will engage shall 
not exceed lOOZ., which sum will prove it on a scale sufficient 
for the experiment both on my plan and that now in use in 
America. 

"I have often observed horses employed to draw ships 
through the canal across the Isle of Dogs, from Limehouse to 
Blackwall, and found that three horses took two ships in tow, 
of three or four hundred tons burthen each, and drew them 
at two miles per hour. 

** A 30-horse engine on my plan will not exceed 8 tons in 
weight, 16 feet long, 6 feet high, and 6 feet wide ; very little 
more room than six hogsheads of sugar. I think less than half 
this power would be sufficient for driving a ship, pumping, 
loading, discharging, and cooking by steam. 

" The steam from the salt water would be fresh for the 
ship's use, instead of burdening the ship on long voyages with, 
say six months' fresh water, weighing four times the weight of 
the engine and apparatus. One of the American steamboats 
is 160 feet long (a length equal to a 74-gun ship). The 
engine is called a 24-horse power ; the boiler is from 8 to 10 
feet long ; from this I judge the engine c€mnot be above half 
the power stated. 

"The wheels are on each side, similar to those of water- 
mills, and under cover; her accommodation is fifty-two berths, 
besides sofas. 

" There is one other steamboat of 85 feet long. 

" Respecting the engine for thrashing, chaflF cutting, sawing, 
&c., I am now making one of about two-thirds the size of Sir 
Charles Hawkins's, which will be portable on wheels, cmd may 
be removed from farm to farm as easily as a one-horse cart. 
By placing the engine in the farmyard, and passing the rope 
from the fly-wheel through the barn door or window, and 
around the drum on the machine axle, it may be driven. 
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" The steam may be raised, and the engine moved a distance 
of two miles, and the thrashing machine at work within one 
hour. 

" The weight, including engine, carriage, and wheels, will not 
exceed 15 cwt. ; about the weight of an empty one-horse cart. 

" The size is 3 feet diameter, and 6 feet high. If you wish 
to have one of this size sent to the Board of Agriculture as a 
specimen, the price, delivered in London, will be sixty guineas. 
If you require further information, please write to me again, 
and I will furnish you with drawings, or models, or steam- 
engines of any size or for any purpose. 

"N.B. — I liave a portable engine nearly finished which will 
weigh about 30 cwt. The power is equal to 6 horses, or 24 
horses every 24 hours. Price, delivered in London, 150Z. 

" I remain, Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

" KiCHARD TrEVITHICK." 

In March, 1812, the screw-propeller and plan for 
driving it were settled things in Trevithick's mind. 
He had seen that engines more powerful than the 
np-utical steam-labourer of 1808, and steam-arm of 
1809, were required for sea-going work, and his trials 
with paddle-wheels had shown that something more 
compact, and less in the way of wind and waves, should 
be devised before ocean-going steamers carrying canvas 
would be successful ; for " applying the power by wheels 
over the ship's sides makes* them very unwieldy in 
gales of wind. My apparatus for propelling the ship 
should be fixed with the engine in her hold, so that no 
part should be exposed to injury from a heavy sea* 
Steam-engines hitherto are unfit for ships' purposes, on 
account of their immense weight, bulk, and complica- 
tions. My newly-invented engine is not one-tenth of 
their weight, a 30-horse engine complete being only 
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8 tons." The wisdom of those words is proved hy their 
being still applicable after fifty years of rapid advance- 
ment. 

The screw-propeller was offered by Trevithick to the 
Navy Board iii 1812, with a proposal to test its supe- 
riority to paddle-wheels by trying both of them in the 
same boat, worked by the same engine, the apparatus 
to be fixed, so that no part be exposed to injury from a 
heavy sea : in other words, the screw was to be placed 
near the stem of the vessel, and to be under the surface 
of the water. 

Sir John Sinclair having forwarded the proposal to 
the Navy Board, hoped that they would order a trial of 
the screw, and defray the cost; and on this account 
Trevithick postponed his application to Mr. Praed to 
test it' on his canal boats. After waiting two or three 
months, he wrote to his friend Sir Charles Hawkins;^ — 

" Sir John Sinclair has taken a useless journey by calling on 
the Navy Board ; for nothing experimental will ever be tried or 
carried into effect, except by individuals." 

Acting on these views, he proposed, at his own ex- 
pense, to place a 6-horse-power high-pressure steam- 
puffer engine, weighing 30 cwt., andcosting but 150/., 
in a barge, that the public might see the superiority of 
the screw-propeller and high-pressure engine over the 
paddle-wheel and low-pressure vacuum engine. 

"Dkar Sir, " April ith, 1812. 

"I received yonr letter, enclosing one to Sir John 
Sinclair, which I forwarded. I wrote him that if he recom- 
mended your engines for propelling vessels, and made known 
your steam-engines to agriculturalists, I had no doubt but 



* See letter to Sir Charles Hawkins, 13th June, 1812, chap. xvi. 
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they would be universally adopted. You may write Mr. Praed 
offering your engines on his canal for moving barges — you may 
say you take the liberty to write him through me — and offer 
him your engines for moving barges on canals by the means of 
steam. Give the cost and expense of the engines and barges 
worked by coals instead of horses, and refer yourself to me for 
the advantage of a steam-engine for thrashing corn. There can 
be no harm in your writing Mr. Praed, who is the chief manager 
of the Grand Junction Canal, aud certainly has it in his power 
to adopt your plans. I think myself pledged to carry into 
effect, at least to do everything that can be expected of me, to 
effect the small breakwater at St Ives. It appears to me that 
if the small breakwater was laid down from No. 3^ by the 
inner bamber loose to either No. 8, or about No. 9 . . . . that 
it would effectually secure a great number of shipping afloat 
That even to No. 9 would not cost much above 20,000Z. .... 
within the breakwater the tide would wash out the sand 

If the breakwater was to be laid down as placed in the map 

" 1 
. ■ . • 

It does not appear that Mr. Praed encouraged the 
screw-propeller in canal barges, though Trevithick 
offered to defray the cost of the experiment;^ and the 
idea remained in abeyance until 1 815, when he con- 
structed a rotary engine at Bridgenorth, hoping to 
make it and the screw-propeller a suitable combination 
for marine propulsion. 

"I have drawn the cylinder 9 feet in diameter, in which the 
screw is to work. The screw is 8 feet 10 inches in diameter, and 
has two turns in 4 feet long. Of course it will gain 2 feet 
forward to each turn. The steam-arms revolve the same as the 
screw, being on the same first motion, at a rate of about 350 
feet per second at the end of the arm, will give the screw about 
ten miles forward per hour. I have not worked the engine to 

" Trevithick (in his copy of this end of the letter gave it up as im- 

letter) probably could not decipher possible. 

the writing of Sir Charles Hawkins, i * Trevithick's letter, June 13, 1812, 

marked by omissions, and toward the chap, xviii. 
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any advantage since I wrote you last, because before I worked 
with very high steam I wished to force the boiler with cold 
water, which I did with 300 lbs. to the inch, which it stood 
exceedingly well."^ 

This description of an upright boiler, for the rotary 
engine for driving the screw-propeller, was referred to 
in a letter a week before,^ and was also followed in four 
days by another letter, describing a tubular boiler, in- 
tended also for a steamboat : — " The boilers making for 
this towing engine are all tubes of 3 feet in diameter, 
five-eighths of an inch thick (with circular ends), of 
wrought iron. There are three horizontal tubes, and 
to each of the horizontal tubes three upright tubes are 
suspended."^ 

On the 6th June, 1815, a patent was taken for various 
improvements : — 

" The fifth part consists of a mode of propelling, drawing, or 
causing ships, boats, and other vessels, to pass through the 
water, which purpose I eflTect by constructing a worm or screw, 
or a number of leaves, placed obliquely round an axis. The 
obliquity of the thread of the worm, screw, or leaves, admits of 
considerable variety, according to the degree of velocity given 
to it, and speed required, and according to the power with 
which it is driven. It may be made to revolve in the water at 
the head of the ship, or at the stem, or one or more worms 
may revolve on each side of the vessel, as may most con- 
veniently suit the peculiar navigation on which the ship, boat, 
or vessel is to be employed. 

" In order to make the boiler of a high-pressure steam-engine 
of very light materials, for portable purposes, and at the same 
time strong for resisting the pressure, as well as for exposing 
a large surface to the fire, I do construct the said boiler of a 
number of small perpendicular tubes, each tube closed at the 

^ See letter, 12th May, 1815, chap, xvi., pp. 368, 369. 
■ See letter, 7th May, 1816, chap, xvi., p. 364. 
' See letter, 16th May, 1815, chap, xvi., p. 370. 
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bottom, but all opening at the top into a common reservoir, 
from whence they receive their water, and into which the steam 
of all the tubes is united." ^ 

This tubular boiler, patented with the screw-propeller 
more than fifty years ago, is like a boiler now being 
tried in 1871 as a new thing. " The first of a series of 
official trials of one of the Cochrane boilers and one of 
the common boilers of the * Audacious,* 14, double-screw 
iron ship, was commenced on Wednesday. The Coch- 
rane boiler has the water contained in vertical tubes, 
which the fire surrounds, whereas in the common boiler 
the water surrounds the. tubes through which the fire 
passes.^' 

During twelve years he had at various times shown 
the practicability of steam propulsion; in 1804 with a 
seven-miles-an-hour steamer; in 1806 the single paddle 
steam-yacht. In 1808 the patent for universal steam 
on board ships. In 1812 the proposing to the Admir- 
alty the use of the screw-propeller. In May, 1815, a 
screw 8 feet 10 inches in diameter had been made, 
and in June, 1815, a patent for the screw was applied 
for; and when on the verge of success, he, in 1816, 
sailed away to the mountains of an unknown land. 

" Dear TreVITHICK, " East Boubn, July l^th, 1815. 

" I really do not know what to say respecting the en- 
gines, beyond what we have frequently discussed in conversation 
about it. Tour figures I believe are right You have very much 
surprised me by stating that one of Mr. Woolf s is stopped. K 
the accounts of liis engine at Oaenver are correct, it does the 
most duty of either one now working in Cornwall. But what 
is very curious, his winding engine at Great Wheal Fortune is 
among the very worst of that sort. I hope that your experi- 



* See patent, 6th June, 1815, chap. xvi. 
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ment with the recoil engine for moving boats is in progress. 
Nothing occurs to me respecting them, except that there is not 
any theoretical limit to the most advantageous velocity for the 
propelling screw. If you are disposed to try various sizes of 
these screws, moving with diflFerent velocities, you must recollect 
that the propelling zone, with the new screw, increases as the 
squares of the number of revolutions in a given time ; and that 
supposing the velocities of rotation (that is, the number of revo- 
lutions in a given time) to be the same in different screws, the 
propelling zone will vary as the 4th power, or as the square 
squared, of the diameter ; or thus, suppose D = the diameter 
and N = the nuniber of revolutions in a minute of one screw, 
T) = the diameter, and N = the number of revolutions in a 
minute of the other screws. Then will their propelling power 
be to each other in the proportion D* x N^ to d^ x n\ The 
reason why no limit can theoretically be put to the velocity 
most advantageous for the propelling screw is this, that the 
faster it goes, the less will the loss be, occasioned by the motion 
of the vessel through the water. The centre of propulsion (as it 
may be termed) is distant from the centre of the screw (sup- 
posing the radius one) -— ; that is, if a square piece, equal in 

size to the triangular vane ^^ri^^^^ 5 were to move with 
the same inclination and the velocity which the vane has, or 

— (or about c), their effect would be equal. Suppose now, two 

vessels moving at the same rate through the water, each pro- 
pelled by screws, one large, and moving so that the centre of 
propulsion has a velocity double to that of the vessel ; the other 
smaller, but moving with a velocity ten times that of the 
vessel. In the first one, three parts out of four of the power 
will be lost ; in the second, only nineteen out of a hundred, not 
one-fifth. 

" I shall remain here for at least a fortnight. 
" I am, dear Sir, 

" Yours most respectfully, 

"Davibs Giddy." 
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** Gentlemen, " Pbnzancb, Cobnwall, Nov. soth, 1815. 

" Enclosed you have a drawing for the towing engine 
for London, which you will execute as soon as possible. The 
payment you will receive from Mr. John Mills, both he and 
myself being equally interested in this machine; therefore, 
you may call for payment on either, or both, which you 
please. 

" On receipt of this drawing I wish you to inform me when 
you can execute it, and also whether you can understand the 
drawing. 

** I expect that the screw will be too large for the barges to 
take to London. If so, leave it in two parts, and we will rivet 
them together in London. 

" I wish you to send to me Herland invoice, and I will send 
you the balance. Let me know how you are getting on with 
Beeralstone engine. I hope you will forward it this next 
spring-tide down to Bristol, and ship it by the Plymouth 
trader. The adventurers are extremely uneasy on account of 
your delay. I was at Bristol the 22nd inst, and chartered a 
vessel of 90 tons burthen to take down Herland engine, 
which is only 11 tons, for which I am to pay I'SOL, instead 
of 20«. per ton, which is tlie usual freight from Bristol to 
Cornwall. 

** Therefore, I have made a sacrifice of 119Z. entirely on 
account of your own neglect. Unless the Beeralstone engine 
is sent down this next spring (which is now nearly at hand), I 
shall get into further trouble and expense on that account also. 
Write to me by return of post to Penzance, and not to Cam- 
borne, as usual. 

" I remain, your humble servant, 

"Richard Trevithick. 
" To Hazeldinb, Rastriok, and Co., 
" Bridgenorthy Shropshire" 

Drawings had been sent for a steamboat on the new 
plan, and the screw or screws were actually on their 
way to London before the patent right had been 
sealed. 
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"Mr. John Mills, " Penzance, Ftlyruary 28, 1816. 

"Sir, — On the other side you have an account of the 
expenses of boilers, &c. 

"I wish you would say what money I have received from 
you in the whole for Peru shares, as I do not exactly recollect, 
that I may enter it to your account all together. 

"The castings I expect you have long since received from 
Bridgenorth. The performance of the great engine astonishes 
every person here; she will do the full work of a 40-hor8e 
engine, with one bushel per hour. The boiler I have sent you 
will do more than a 200-hor8e engine. 

" Tou may get the boilers and case together in the barge 
immediately. Put the round end of them as near the stem of 
the barge as you conveniently can, because that will give more 
room for the machinery. 

" As soon as you write me that all the engine is on board the 
barge, I will come up to town. 

" Tlie price I agreed for the freight was lOZ. for each tube, 
and 25». per ton for the other iron, which you will find about 
9 tons. 

"I have received news from Lima, dated 8th July last,- and 
am informed by the Englishmen that went out, that they are 
getting on exceedingly well. They have been offered^^and 
refused, at the rate of 8000 dollars for the same share as you 
hold. I would thank you to write and let me know whether 
you have received the boilers, and how you get on. Mr. Smith 
is returned to Greenwich ; if you call that way, he can tell you 
the particulars of the engine, as he saw it at work several times. 
" I remain, 

" Your humble servant, 

"Richard Trevithick." 

The adaptation of the screw was a great difficulty, 
and the addition of a newly-designed tubular boiler for 
driving it was a complication of difficulties that Tre- 
vithick might have found his way out of; but it was 
too much for Mr. Mills, or for Mr. Smith, Trevithick's 

VOL. I. 2 a 
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London agent, and engine manufacturer, who had been 
to Cornwall to see what was being done by the great 
high-pressure steam engineer. 

" Dear Sir, " Greenwich, February 29eA, 1816. 

*^ I have had some conversation with Mr. Marshall about 
the small engines for Manchester ; he says that the power of 
two men will be quite sufScient They expect to have them 
small enough to go in at a common door, to work them in the 
room where the machines are fixed. I will thank you to inform 
me what size boiler and cylinder you consider right for such an 
engine ; you need not trouble yourself to make a drawing. I 
should like to know how the thrashing machine works, soon as 
you have got it finished. Peun called on me a day or two ago, 
and said he was going to assist Mr. Mills in fitting up the towing 
barge, and inquired very particularly about the Herland engine. 

" He said Hawkins told him that your engines would do away 
with all the piston engines. Let me know how you are going 
on at Herland. I tried the engine which you sent me from 
Cornwall, yesterday, which works very well, except the large 
cock, which Field is grinding in this morning. I rather think 
it got damaged in the carriage. I have painted the fly-wheel, 
and all the parts, and it looks very well. 

" I have been thinking of selling it for you (which I have no 
doubt may be soon done), and fit up one on the new principle 
for working XhQ press. 1 hope to receive your drawing soon for 
the engine for the sugar-mill.- I have answered Hr. Melvill's 
letter to you, and Mr. Quin's also, and from what Gordon and 
Merpey said, expect some orders from them. 

" You have the enclosed in a parcel to Mr. Page. Have you any 
letters from Lima ? Mr. Marshall says the engines are at work. 

"Hoping to hear from you soon as convenient, I remain, 
with best wishes for your health, and that of Mrs. Trevithick 
and family, 

" Yours sincerely, 

"James Smith. 

" P.S. — 1 have just got a letter from Carpenter and Smith's 
Wharf, saying the * Jane,' of Penzance, is arrived." 
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Mr. John Penny who assisted Mr. Mills in putting 
together Trevithick's screw-propeller and improved 
steam-engine, was a millwright, and probably the 
founder of the present eminent marine engine-building 
firm, Penn and Sons. 

Field, who also helped, has probably since been 
known as a partner in the firm of Maudslay, Son, 
and Field, equally eminent with Penn and Sons. 
Harry Maudslay, also one of the firm, was then known 
as a clever smith employed by Trevithick. 

James Nasmyth, then a boy, working for Maudslay, 
has since been the maker and patentee of Nasmyth's 
upright or chimney boiler, for which the writer, who 
had the pleasure of his personal acquaintance^ paid him 
patent right, though it was almost an exact copy of 
Trevithick's boiler made and used in 1815,' and formed 
part of the engine that Field, and Penn, . and others, 
probably Maudslay and Nasmyth, saw and worked on. 

In 1833, the writer, seeking his fortune in London, 
and knowing that Maudslay, then a leading marine- 
engine builder, had benefited by Trevithick's patent 
tanks, and steamboat discoveries, and hoping a return 
for benefits received,, sent in his name as the son of 
Trevithick, the engineer, and ask permission to go 
through the works. The answer was, " We are very 
sorry, but it is against our rule ; " but he gained admit- 
tance by one of the leading mechanics, his relative, 
schoolfellow, and early shop companion, now the lead- 
ing mechanic in Penn's factory, and the grandson or 
grandnephew of old Sam Hambly, who, as Trevithick's 
helper, had worked side by side with Penn and Maud- 
slay in putting together the tanks, nautical labourer, 
and screw-propeller, during 1808 to 1815. 

* See Trevithick's letter, 7th May, 1815, chap. xvi. 

2 A 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



356 PROPELLING VESSELS BY STEAM. 

" DeaK Sib, " Gbee^wich, July 2eth, 1816. 

" I have just seen Mr. Mills. He wishes me to inform 
you that there will be a great many engines wanted in Holland 
for the boats. He has seen the small engine which I have 
nearly finished, and wishes to try it on the water with your 
screw. I shall, therefore, be obliged to you to say by return of 
post what you think should be the diameter of the screw for 
this size engine, and in what way it would be best to work it : 
perhaps with a universal joint, if the engine will go fast enough 
this way ; but let me have your opinion on this particular. I 
expect to have it finished in a week, when Mr. Mills will be 
ready with a proper boat for the purpose. He seems to have 
some doubts of the screw, but says that if this should not 
answer, the old way with the wheels will do very well. I have 
not seen any of the sugar people, but told Mr. Penn to make 
out his bill for them. Mr. Strattan, Gutter Lane, called on me 
the other day, and I promised him a sight of the engine at 
work very soon. Don't make any arrangement with him about 
engines till you hear from me again. Mr. Penn told me some- 
thing about him which I will explain in my next. We had a 
letter from Mr. Page this day ; shall write him in a day or two. 
I have not time for more now, as it is four o'clock. You shall 
hear from me again the beginning of the week, but expect to 
hear from you by next post. 

" Yours, &c., 

" J. Smith. 

"P.S. — I will give you the size of the oven in next." 

Mills liked the look of Trevithick s new engine in 
Smith's shop, and wishing to have a screw-steamer, 
offered his boat that the engine might be placed in it. 
Smith engaging to discover from the great necromancer, 
then in Cornwall, how the screw should be made, how 
it should be fixed, and how it should be worked, to 
which an answer was sent by return . of post. Mr. 
Smith had married a sister of Mr. Page, who, with his 
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partner Day, were solicitors for the South American 
mining scheme. 

** Dear Sir, " Grbbnwioh, August 1st, 1816. 

** I have just received your letter dated July 29, and 
shall proceed with the screw, according to your direction, but 
am much afraid that I shall not have the engine finished before 
you come. I wish you would stop another weeky that I may get 
it done before you see it. 

" Mr. Mills says that engines of 30 and 40 horse-power will 
be wanted, and a great many, of them, and is very anxious to 
see the small one tried. 

" I am very forward with it now ; but, being a new thing to 
me, have had many tools to make, and Mr. Penn has been 
rather unfortunate in the casting the fly-wheel, which you saw 
on his premises was broke in the turning, and the first cylinder 
was good for nothing, and we had to cast another, which is 
pretty good. Horton charges 46Z. for the boiler, which appears 
to be well made. I have got it on the wheels, and have 
finished the box at the bottom for the chimney, and have 
ordered the pipe for the chimney in town. The stuffing box for 
the valves is screwed on the top of the boiler, and the double 
cylinder is screwed to the sida The standards for the shaft of 
the fly-wheel are also fixed, and Penn is turning the shaft from 
a wood pattern, which I have given him. I am going to town 
this afternpon about the copper tubes or pipes for steam and dis- 
charging. The fire-door is finished, and the bars are in place. 
All this is done, and yet 1 think it will take another week to 
complete it, and I very much wish to finish it before you see it. 

" The sugar-bakers have not got Mr. Penn's bill yet, but this 
I suppose does not much signify. 

" I have asked the plumber to give his charge for what little 
he did in this business, but- have not got it yet. We received 
the fish, hams, &c., yesterday evening, which are not in the 
least injured. We are much obliged to you for them. I shall 
not trouble you about the oven yet, as I cannot ascertain the 
size exactly, and am too much engaged at present to think 
about it. We are very glad that you are all well, and shall 
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be happy to see you at Greenwich, and perhaps Mrs. Trevithick 
or Miss Trevithick will take a trip with you. I need not add 
that we shall be happy to see them. 
**I am, dear Sir, 

" Yours sincerely, 

** James Smith." 

Trevithick's leaving for Lima in two months from 
the date of those experiments prevented his perfecting 
the screw-propeller. 

** A Select Committee of the House of Commons commenced 
its sittings May 8th, 1817, to inquire into the use and safety of 
Trevithick's high-pressure marine engines. 

"Mr. Bryan Donkin examined: — Witness went down to Nor- 
wich as a volunteer, to inquire into the cause of the explosion 
of a steamboat ; was accompanied by Mr. Timothy Bramah and 
Mr. Collinge. Was of opinion that the immediate cause of the 
explosion had been the use of steam of a very high expansive 
force. The approximate cause was a deficiency in the strength 
in the end of the boiler. It was cylindrical. One end was 
wrought iron, the other end cast iron. It appeared to have 
been previously of wrought iron, and had been cut out, and cast 
iron substituted in its place. Would not choose to use a high- 
pressure engine, from the danger which arose from their use. 
Scarcely ever saw the low-pressure engine beyond 6 lbs. to 
the inch. Thought it just to state to the Committee that 
there was «m advantage to be derived from the use of high- 
pressure engines on board of boats. Had likewise been told, 
though without having seen one, that Trevithick had invented 
a method of making boilers by increasing the length, and 
decreasing their diameter, so as to render them capable of main- 
taining pressure to a much greater degree than heretofore. 
Had no doubt but Cornwall had derived incalculable advantages 
from the use of high-pressure engines. 

** Eeport of the Select Committee of the House. — Your Com- 
mittee find it to be the universal opinion of all persons con- 
versant in such subjects, that steam-engines of some construction 
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jnay be applied with perfect security, even to passenger vessels ; 
and they generally agree, though with some exceptions, that 
those called high-pressure engines may be safely used, with the 
precaution of weU-constructed boilers and properly-adapted 
safety-vaWes ; and further, a great majority of opinions lean to 
boilers of wrought iron or metal in preference to cast iron."^ 

At the time of the inquiry by the House of Commons 
into the propriety of allowing the use of the high- 
pressure steam-engine in England, Trevithick was 
successfully working it on the top of the Cordilleras. 
The new boiler referred to by Mr. Donkin was the 
multitubular boiler, constructed for the screw-propeller 
engines. . 

On Trevithick's return from America ten or twelve 
years afterwards, he wrote :— " The boilers in use 
prior to your petitioner's invention could never, with 
any degree of safety or convenience, be used for steam 
navigation, because they required brick and mason 
work around them to confine the fire." 

This statement, made fifteen or twenty years after 
his numerous applications of steam on board vessels, 
beginning in 1803 with the dredger -boat in the 
Thames, and then the steam-barge in 1804, prior to 
which no boiler, except his own, had been erected 
without a casing of brickwork flues, proves him to 
have been the first practical applier of the marine steam 
boiler and engine. 

In 1788 Patrick Miller, Taylor, and William Sym- 
ington, tried to propel a boat by a 1-horse-power 
steam-engine,* and after thirteen years of consider- 
ation, Symington, hoping he had made the idea prac- 
tical, took a patent in 1801 for " the application of such 



* Abstract of evidence before a Select Committee of the House of Commons 
on Steam. " * Distinguished Men of Science,' by H. Walker. 
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an engine, to propel a vessel by paddles;" and in 
1803 the ^Charlotte Dundas' was propelled by steam 
in the Firth of Clyde, but after a short time was laid 
aside. " In 1807, Pulton, of New York, launched the 
* Claremont,' said to be the first steamboat that success- 
fully carried passengers for hire. In 1812 the * Comet ' 
steamboat, by H. Bell, plied between Grlasgow and 
Helmsburgh, and in 1813 the * Elizabeth' steamboat, 
on the Clyde, was probably the first remunerating 
steam- vessel in the world ; " * so that twenty-four years 
elapsed between the idea of Miller and Symington, and 
its first practical use. 

The first attempt, on any scale worthy of notice, at 
navigation by steam in Britain was made about this 
period on the river Clyde. A boat of about 40 feet 
keel and 10^ feet beam, having a steam-engine of 
3-horse power, began to ply on the Clyde as a passage- 
l^oat between the city of Grlasgow and Greenock in 
1812; but owing to the novelty and apparent danger 
of the conveyance, the number of passengers was so 
very small that the projectors for some time hardly 
cleared their expenses.^ 

It is curious that while this experiment was going on 
in Scotland, Trevithick was corresponding with Sir John 
Sinclair on the subject, and on the 26th March, 1812, 
stated : " I have found that three horses towed two ships, 
of 300 or 400 tons burthen, at two miles an hour," thus 
intimating the probable power of their 3-horse * Comet' ; 
and added, "a 30-horse steamboat-engine on my plan will 
not exceed 8 tons in weight." But Trevithick was far 
in advance of such small work ; he had then the screw- 
propeller in hand. " The construction of steam-engines 



* Woodcroft * On Marine Propulsion.' 

^ * History of the Steam-Engine/ by Stiiart. 
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hitherto has made them very unfit for ship purposes, on 
account of their immense weight, bulk, and complica- 
tions ; also the method of applying the power by wheels 
over the ship's sides would make them very unwieldy 
in gales of wind ; the engine that I have lately invented 
is not one-tenth part of the weight or bulk of other 
engines of the same power ; the fire, with all the appa- 
ratus, is enclosed within a wrought-iron boiler, so that 
no part could be injured from the rolling of the ship."* 
This boiler, patented by Trevi thick in 1802, and used 
in his steamboat of 1804, was precisely the one which 
enabled this Clyde boat of 1812 to work, and is thus 
described : " The boiler in which the steam is produced 
is made of strong wrought-iron plates, and the fire- 
place is an iron tube contained withinside ; the smoke, 
after passing through two or three turns of the tube 
in the boiler, passes off through the chimney, which is 
an iron tube. The boat was about 80 tons burthen; 
she went about six miles per hour in smooth water; 
the circumference of the paddle-wheels went at a speed 
of thirteen miles per hour."^ Not only was the Clyde 
boat of 1812 a close copy of Trevithick's boat of 1804 
in size of boat, speed of wheels and of boat, and kind 
of boiler, but the words used by Rees in its descrip- 
tion read almost as extracts from Trevithick's letters 
of 10th January, 1805, and 26th March, 1812, thus 
making good his statement that ^* the boilers in use 
prior to your petitioner's invention could never, with 
any degree of safety or convenience, be used for steam 
navigation, because they required a protection of brick 
and mason work around them."^ 



1 See Trevithick's letter, 26tli March, 1812, p. 344. 

« See Rees' * Cyclopaedia,' " Steam-Engine,'* published 1811>. 

* See Petition to rarliament, chap. xxv. 
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According to Rees, the American first steamboat 
experiments had the same origin, from Trevithick 
through Symington, though he says that the high-pres- 
sure engines ought not to be allowed in steamboats, 
and fails to mention the name of Trevithick. 

The Scotchmen feared to go by the Clyde boat of 
1812, because it was worked by Trevithick's high-pres- 
sure boiler ; and if, as has been said, articles in Rees' 
^Cyclopaedia' were written by Dr. Robison, we can 
understand why, as the supporter of Watt, he did not 
trouble to trace the particulars of Trevithick's steam- 
barge of 1804, which worked with steam of from 50 to 
100 lbs. on the inch, being just the pressure now much 
approved of in steamboats. 

"The 'Egypt,' which is, we believe, except the 
* Great Eastern,' the largest steamship afloat, is fitted 
with engines constructed on the compound principle, 
with boilers giving steam of 75 lbs. to the square inch. 
The ship has five steam-winches, and a steam capstan 
and windlass of Napier's patent. The steam-winches 
supersede a vast amount of manual labour ; they work 
the pumps, hoist the sails, and discharge and load the 
cargo. The 'Egypt' has four masts; all the lower 
masts are of iron, while the lower yards and lower top- 
sail yards are made of steel." * 

The principles illustrated in this modern iron steam 
and sail ship, built one hundred years after the birth 
of Trevithick, may be traced in his own description of 
his inventions sixty years ago. It is not meant to com- 
pare the * Egypt ' of to-day with the iron ship of 1809, 
or the Thames experiments and screw-propeller and 
multitubular boiler of 1816 ; but it may be said of each 



* *The Illustrated Loudon News/ November 18, 1871. 
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of them that they were iron sailing ships, with iron 
masts and yards, propelled by a screw, driven by direct- 
action expansive engines, with surface condensers, and 
tubular boilers giving steam of about 75 lbs. on the 
square inch, and that in each of them the cargo, the 
sails, and the anchor were to be lifted by the steam- 
engine. The acts of Trevithick in the steam-dredger 
engine of 1803, the steamboat of 1804, the cargo and 
anchor lifting engine of 1808, the iron steamship with 
iron masts, direct-action expansive steam-engines, and 
surface condensers of 1809, and the screw-propeller 
and multitubular boiler of 1812 to 1816, added to the 
modern improved detail of construction, constitute the 
iron steam fleets of the present day. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



RECOIL ENGINE AND TUBULAR BOILER. 

" Mr. Giddy, " Bridgeuorth, ith May, I815. 

" Sir, — Yesterday I fixed the pumps to the new engine 
which goes exceedingly well. 

" The bucket is 24^ inches dia- 
meter, 18^ feet high, stroke 3 feet, 
works fifteen strokes per minute, 
with about 28 lbs. of coal per hour. 
The arms are 15 feet from point to 
point, but only one of them gives steam. 
They run twenty rounds for one stroke 
[ of the engine, which is worked by a 
i strap, like a common lathe. The steam 
was about 100 lbs. to the inch. The 
opening in the arm was about half an 
inch long, by a quarter of an inch wide. 
I intend to work the steam much higher. 
The fire-place is one tube in another. 
The fire-tube is 17^ inches diameter, 
the outer tube 24 inches, 9 feet high. 
It stands perpendicular. I shall con- 
' tinue to make several experiments, and 
will give you the results, but as yet 
t cannot say much about it, as it was 
' late yesterday before I finished it 
I " I am convinced that it has by far 

<i the greatest power for the consumption 
of coal that was ever made. When I 
consider the friction in this small 
machine and the small fire-place, where 
there is not above three gallons of coal, 
with the work it performs, I can scarcely believe my own eyes. 
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I have written by this post to Cornwall to desire the Foxes 
to send up their engineer to inspect it. The large engine is 
begun, according to the drawings. 

"It will be about thirty-five times the fire sides and fire- 
place of this small engine. I think it will do fifty times the 
work, because the friction will be much less in a large than in a 
small machine. The expense will be about 800Z., and the power 
will be equal to a 70-inch cylinder double power. I shall be 
able to carry every part of this powerful engine on my back 
(boiler excepted). I would be much obliged to you to inform 
me what speed you think would be the best for the ends of 
the arms to travel. 

" I remain, Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

**ElCHARD TrEVITHICK." 

This overcrowding of invention on invention was 
beneficial to the country, prompting others to complete 
and make useful the ideas so freely scattered, but 
it had the effect of retarding the perfection of any one 
in particular. 

The screw-propeller, in itself complete, was tied to 
the incomplete recoil- engine, which in its turn was 
hampered with the new multitubular boilers, of novel 
construction, and giving steam of greatly -increased 
pressure. The main object of the recoil engine was to 
avoid complexity of machinery, and consequent weight 
in marine steam propulsion. 

The recoil engine consisted of two arms, in form 
like the scabbard of a cavalry sword, each arm 7 feet 
6 inches long, projecting from an axis. Steam passed 
through those hollow arms, and escaping through 
a small hole near the end, its impact on the sur- 
rounding air caused the arms to be forced into cir- 
cular movement. The propelling screw in the steam- 
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vessel was to be attached to the same axle. A belt- 
wheel fixed on the shaft drove a pump for the purpose 
of practically testing the economical power of the 
engine^ The boiler, of novel construction, though 
its simplicity almost leads to its being called not at 
all new, was his comparatively old tubular boiler shifted 
from the horizontal position to the vertical. Yet the 
two boilers in operation were totally distinct things, 
the new one being suitable and convenient for the 
hold, taking up little room, and not liable to have 
portions injuriously exposed to the fire from the roll 
of the vessel. That portion of the fire-tube above the 
water-line was an effective substitute for what has since 
been patented as the superheating steam apparatus, and 
at the same time served as a portion of the chimney. 
The working steam-pressure was 100 lbs. to the inch. 
Several experiments were tried by altering the size of 
the escape-hole in the end of the revolving arm from 
a quarter of an inch long, by one thirty-second of an inch 
wide, through various widths up to half an inch wide. 
The speed of the arm was from 10,000 to 15,000 feet 
a minute. Richard Preen, who saw it work, gave the 
following recollections : — 

'* I am now seventy years old, and was working in 1809 in 
John Hazeldine's engine foundry at Bridgenorth, and have been 
there most of my time. About that time Mr. Trevithick came 
very often to the foundry. The engines Hazeldine was building 
were called Trevithick's engines. The outer boiler was a east- 
iron cylinder like a barrel, about tj feet in diameter. The fire 
was inside in a wrought-iron tube. The cylinder was let into 
the boiler, the four-way cock had a handle that was knocked 
up and down. The piston-rod had a cross-head, and two side 
rods went down, one to the pin in the fly-wheel, the other to a 
pin in the cog-wheel ; some of them had a crank on one end of 
the shaft instead of the cog-wheel. 
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"Mr. Trevithick made another kind of engine, called the 
Model, some people called it the Windmill, and said it was 
intended to throw balls against the French. There were two 
great arms, each of them 10 or 12 feet long, placed opposite 
one another on a hollow shaft or axle, which had a nozzle in it 
When steam was turned on it puffed out at the ends of the 
arms, and they went around like lightning, with a noise like 
shush ! shush ! so then it was called by that name. 

** This engine was made just before Mr. Trevithick went to 
South America. He did not know what to do with it, and so 
gave it a present to Jones, the foreman in the works. 

" Master and Jones had a pretty quarrel about who should 
have it afterwards. 

" Mr. Bastrick was considered the engineer. He quarrelled 
with Hazeldine about putting up the Chepstow Bridge, and set 
up for himself at West Bromwich, to construct portable engines, 
the same as they made for Mr. Trevithick. 

" He sent word to me to come to work for him. I was then 
working one of Mr. Trevithick's engines in Mr. Sing's tan-yard! 
They said they would put me in prison if I left them. That 
was about 1818. 

"Mr. Hazeldine's brother (William Hazeldine) lived at 
Shrewsbury. He built Bangor Bridge. 

" A Spaniard came once or twice with Mr. Trevithick. I was 
getting the core out of one of the cast-iron boilers before it was 
cold, for fear of straining the iron. The Spaniard sent for 
quarter of a cask of beer because we worked hard. Several 
engines and plunger-pumps were made, no piece to be larger 
than a mule could carry." ^ 

" Hazeldine'b Foundry, Bridgenorth, 
^'Davies Giddy, Esq., M.R, " itf«y 12M, 1816. 

"Sir, — I have received both your favours, which I 
cannot clearly understand. You say that the point of the arm 
ought to go five-sixths of the speed of the fluid, which under 
one atmosphere would be 1070 feet per second, and to increase 
as the pressure and speed of the fluid increases. Suppose one 



Richard Preen's recollections, taken at Bridgenorth, 1869. 
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atmosphere, or 15 lbs. to the inch, to be 1070 feet per second 
for the point of the arm to go, four atmospheres, or 60 lbs. to 
the inch, would be 2070 feet per second for the point of the arm 
to go ; 16 atmospheres, or 240 lbs. to the inch, would be 4140 
feet per second; this would be a speed more than double a 
cannon-ball, and such as can never be obtained in practice and 
while working in fluid instead of vacnnm. 

" The speed of the fluid does not increase after the pressure 
of one atmosphere. 

*' I cannot make out why the speed of the arm shonld ever 
increase beyond 1070 feet per second ; but as you have given 
it so much thought, I doubt not your calculations are right, 
and I only wish to understand you, whether the speed of the 
arm should never exceed 1070 feet per second, under all pres- 
sures, or whether it is to increase as I have stated above. K so, 
it will go so far beyond practice that I must lose a part of the 
power for a less speed, so as to accommodate it to general use. 
What do you suppose the loss was in working 225 feet per 
second, which was about the rate in the data that I gave you in 
my first letter ? 

" Suppose I make the large engine for which I am now 
making the drawings to go with a speed of 350 feet per second, 
what part of the whole power should I get in that case, or what 
deficiency would there be to deduct from the f ths which you call 
the best data? As I have not yet begun that part of the 
machine, I can alter it to any speed you think proper, and I 
will do so ; but that is a speed that is suitable to the screw on 
the first motion, and a speed that the centres will stand well. I 
am doubtful whether the speed is so great on steam as the 
theory of air gives, because I find that the arm that contains 
the steam holds about 80 feet long of 1 inch square of steam, 
and when the discharge-hole at the end of it has an opening of 
^ inch by Aths, which is about xVth of a squEire inch, when the 
throttle-cock is suddenly shut, the steam continues to discharge 
for four seconds, first strong, and gradually falling down from 
100 lbs. to the inch to atmosphere strong. I have not worked 
the engine to any advantage since 1 wrote to you last, because 
before working with very high steam I wished to force the 
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boiler with cold water, which I did with 300 lbs. to the inch. It 
stood exceedingly well ; only in a few critical places, in angles 
where the smiths could not come to close the rivets well, the 
cement has been forced from between the plates, but no altera- 
tion in the shape, nor has any part given way. 999 parts of 
the boiler out of the 1000 did not leak a single drop. I am now 
getting out the few leaking rivets, and shall then try it again. I 
find a great deal of difficulty in keeping the water in the boiler 
from getting away with the steam ; the one tube being 18 inches 
diameter, and the other only 2 feet diameter, leaves but 3 inches 
space on each side, or but 2 superficial feet of surface of water 
to give out the steam, which comes with such violence that it 
brings the water with it, unless it is 5 feet below the boiler-top, 
obliging me to lose near one-half of my fire sides in the inner 
tube. 

** About a foot and half down from the top I put a quantity 
of hemp, and loaded it with small pieces of iron like a packing, 
to serve as a sift for the water, but though it mends it, yet it is 
not a cure. I have taken a patent, and shall put in my speci- 
fication as soon as I return to London, which I expect will be 
in the course of ten or twelve days. 

" I remain, Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Richard Tbevithick. 

" P.S. — I have drawn the cylinder 9 feet diameter, in which 
the screw is to work, which will be 8 feet 10 inches in diameter; 
having two turns in 4 feet long, of course it will gain 2 feet 
forward to each turn and to each round of the steam-arms, the 
same as the screw, being on the first motion. At a rate of 
about 350 feet per second on the end of the arm, will give the 
screw about ten miles forward per hour." 

The recoil engine was not quite satisfactory, for the 
steam issued from the aperture for four seconds after 
the supply had been shut oflF, showing a loss of power 
during its passage through the arm : one hoped-for 
means of obviating it was to get stronger steam. The 
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gossip that the new engine was to throw balls against 
the French, and Trevithick's calculation coupling the 
speed of the arms with that of a cannon-ball, are as 
floating straws indicating that the current of conversation 
still ran on the possibility of attacking the French by 
steam, though the method was shifted from the steam 
fire-ship to the centrifugal steam-catapult. 

" Davies Giddy, Esq., M.P., " Bbidgenobth, May lUh, 1815. 

** Sir, — The boilers making for this towing engine are all 
tubes, of 3 feet diameter, |ths of an inch thick, with circular 
ends, of wrought iron. 

" There are three horizontal tubes, to each of which three 
other tubes ara suspended, which will all be fixed or hung up 
in a large chimney, thus : — 




{ 



^-.-^/o A"<^- 



" Though I have called it stone-work, it will have for portable 
purposes an outside case of iron luted with fire-clay, but for fix- 
tures, stone-work. I am satisfied that for rotary engines it will 
do w^ell, but for engines lifting water the speed must be so 
reduced that it will be more expensive for that purpose than 
other machinery. I have been thinking of a method to use high 
steam in another way for that purpose, of which I sent a sketch 
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for your inspection. Suppose I work with 200 lbs. to the 
inch pressure, which, in theory, the tubes on the other side will 
stand, according to the experience in proving wrought-iron 
cables, which stand 50,000 lbs. to the square inch of iron, 
above 2000 lbs. to the inch on the tubes; therefore the pres- 
sure I intend to work with will be only 10 per cent, of the 
real strength. Suppose a common plunger piece and pole to be 
placed over the shaft, or a little below the surface, to stand on 
a beam of wood across the pit, on each side the iron plunger- 
pole side rods connect to the shaft rods below. From the 



bottom of the plunger-piece a small pipe conveys water forward 
and backward to a steam-vessel, which water would pass and 

2 B 2 
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repass every stroke by the steam pressing on the surface of the 
water in the steam-yessel. 

" This would not need an engine-house or beam. The whole 
could be fixed complete (boiler excepted), of the power of the 
Watt 63-inch double, for 250Z. or 300Z., because a 20-inch 
plunger-pole would give that power. 

" By this plan the expansive steam might be used. Would 
the steam on the surface of the water heat it above the boiling 
point, and then imbibe heat and again discharge it, as the pres- 
sure of the steam is thrown on and off, or would it not answer to 
put a float of cork on the water ? 

"By this plan the packing could be kept tight with any 
pressure. 

"The heavy rods would take the advantage of the expan- 
sion of strong steam, and I cannot see but that the engine 
would be manageable with 3-inch valves, which would be easily 
worked. 

"The whole expense of the machine would not exceed 
lOOOZ. for a power equal to a 63-inch double-power engine of 
Watt. 

** I remain. Sir, 

"' Your very humble servant, 

" Richard Trevithick." 

Within a week from the trial of the simple vertical 
wrought-irou boiler with fire in the tube, he had de- 
signed and was putting into execution an entirely new 
boiler, composed of numerous tubes, and giving steani 
of 200 lbs. to the inch. 

To avoid the loss of power by loss of heat which had 
been observed in the recoil arm, he thought of forcing 
water through it in lieu of steam ; but to make it more 
intelligible to his friends, he applied the idea to one of 
his pole-engines. 

The following letters give indications of experiments 
with various forms of tubular boilers : — 
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" Dear TkeVITHICK, " Tbbdbka, December Sis/, 1815. 

"I have really been uneasy on one point since I saw 
your engine at Herland, and that in respect to the raising of 
suflBcient steam. There is without doubt sufficient surface, but 
then a great part of the long tubes will be remote from the fire, 
and consequently, I fear, of but little power for raising steam. 
I should very much have preferred using four 
or five shorter tubes arranged in this manner. 

" It is diflScuIt to give any reason for the 
greater power of fire applied in this manner, 
but there seems to be no reason for doubting 
the fact. 

** No alteration can, however, now be made, and I shall wait 
with much anxiety for an account of the engine's performance. 

" You will not forget the Geological Society. I am not even 
desirous of beautiful or costly specimens. What I request is 
that you will furnish us with samples of the difierent countries 
producing the silver ore, and specimens of the lodes in their 
bulk and in depth. I shall leave Tredrea on some day of the 
second week in January ; but it may be as well to direct to me 
here, as I shall leave directions with the Post OflSce at Mara- 
zion about forwarding my letters. 

'* Yours, ever most faithfully, 

'* Da VIES Giddy." 

Mr. Davies Griddy's sketch is very like the fixing of 
tubes in modern locomotive fire-boxes ; his words do 
not fully explain his views. My friend and railway 
companion in work, the late Mr. Henry Booth, has been 
called the inventor of the tubular boiler, used in Stephen- 
son's trial locomotive, the * Rocket,* in 1829; while 
Trevithick and the President of the Royal Society 
freely corresponded oq the principles of such boilers • 
and their practical construction fifteen years before, 
when they were not only used with higher pressure 
steam than Booth dreamt of, but were also patented. 
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" Mr. Giddy, " Hebland, Srd January, 1816. 

" Sir, — I have your favour of the 30th December. You 
are mistaken in calculating the tubes as not having so much 
fire exposed to them as in the usual way. The fire-place is 
6 feet 9 inches wide, and 8 feet long, and the two tubes have 
nearly two-thirds of their surface, as the flue copes in a great 
way above the centre of the tubes. There will be about 96 feet 
exposed immediately over the fire-place. The suriSace of the 
fire is 54 feet, which is as much as is usually given in the largest 
engines. 

'*A11 the remainder of the heat, in the old way, is given 
through the sides of the boiler, when passing round perpen- 
dicular flues; but in this way the fire, after it has passed the 
fire-place, will descend to the lower end of the tubes, and give 
heat that will ascend instead of going horizontally, as is the 
usual way of perpendicular flues. 

" If you leave home before the engine works, I will write to 
you every particular. If I do not chance to see you again 
before I leave Europe, I shall not forget to furnish you with 
information and specimens from America. I did not recollect 
to inform you when at Herland that the Foxes' engineer was 
here the day before you were, and said that he had worked a 
model about a week before with water, in the same way as I 
first proposed, and that the water did not get so hot as con- 
densing water in four hours' working ; neither did it escape, but 
worked exceedingly well, and far beyond any other engine. 

" I remain. Sir, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" ElCHARD TrEVITHICK." 

The results of these experiments for using water as a 
medium for conveying motion and reducing the amount 
of loss of steam and heat in the ordinary steam-engine, 
are not traceable. 

His use of a screw for causing a draught in the chim- 
ney, in the fourth clause of the patent, where from the 
character of the engine he could not apply his former 
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steam-blast, has been taken by some as a proof that 
Trevithick had used the steam-blast without under- 
standing its value, when in truth it was only an addi- 
tional proof of his inventive resources and power of 
working, not only with the blast but also without it. 

PropeUinff Vessds, dto. 6th June, 1815. 

" Instead of a piston working in the main cylinder of the 
steam-engine I do use a plunger-pole similar to those employed 
in pumps for lifting water, and I do make the said plunger- pole 
nearly of the same diameter as the working cylinder, having 
only space enough between the pole and the cylinder to prevent 
friction, or, in case the steam is admitted near the stuffing box, 
I leave sufficient room for the steam to pass to the bottom of 
the cylinder, and I do make at the upper end of the cylinder, 
for the plunger-pole to pass through, a stuffing box of much 
greater depth than usual, into .which stuffing box I do introduce 
enough of the usual packing to fill it one-third high. Upon 
this packing I place a ring of metal, occupying about another 
third part of the depth of the stuffing box, this ring having a 
circular groove at the inside, and a hole or holes through it 
communicating with the outside, and with a hole through the 
side of the stuffing box ; or, instead of one ring containing a 
groove, I sometimes place two thinner rings, kept asunder by a 
number of pillars to about the distance of one-third of the 
depth of the stuffing box, and I pack the remaining space 
above the ring or rings, and secure the whole down in the usual 
manner. The intention of this arrangement is to produce the 
effect of two stuffing boxes, allowing the space between the two 
stuffings for water to pass freely in from the boiler or forcing 
pump through a pipe and through the hole in the side of the 
stuffing box, so as to surround the plunger-pole and form the 
ring of water for the purpose of preventing the escape of steam 
by keeping up an equilibrium between the water above the 
lower stuffing and the steam in the cylinder. By tliis part of 
my said invention I obviate the necessity of that tight packing 
which is requisite when steam of a high pressure is used, and 
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consequently I avoid a greater proportion of the usual friction, 
because a very moderate degree of tightness in the packing is 
quite sufficient to prevent the passage of any injurious quantity 
of so dense a fluid as water. And I do further declare that I 
use the plunger-pole, working in a cylinder and through a 
double stuffing, either with or without a condenser, according to 
the nature of the work which the steam-engine is to perform. 

**The second part of my said invention consists in causing 
steam of a high temperature to spout out against the atmo- 
sphere, and by its recoiling force to produce motion in a direc- 
tion contrary to the issuing stream, similar to the motion pro- 
duced in a rocket, or to the recoil of a gun. Tlie mode of 
carrying this into eflFect will be readily understood by sup- 
posing a gun-barrel to be bent at about a quarter of its length 
from the muzzle, so that the axes of the two limbs shall be at 
right angles to each other, and the axis of the touch -hole at 
right angles to the axis of the short limb, or the limbs con- 
taining the muzzle ; then in the top of a boiler suitable to the 
raising steam of a high temperature make a hole, and insert the 
muzzle of the gun-barrel into that hole, so that the gun-barrel 
may revolve in the hole steam-tight, and let the short limb of 
the gun-barrel be supported in a vertical position by a collar, 
which will permit the breech of the gun-barrel to describe a 
horizontal circle, the touch-hole being at the side of the barrel. 
If steam of a high pressure be then raised in the boiler, it will 
evidently pass thiough the gun-barrel and spout out from the 
touch-hole against the atmosphere with a force, greater or less, 
according to the strength of the steam ; and as the steam is 
also exerting a contrary force against that part of the breech 
which is opposite to the touch-hole, the barrel will recoil, and 
because the other end is confined to a centre, the breech end will 
go round in a circle with a speed proportionable to the pres- 
sure given, and may readily be made to communicate motion to 
machinery in general. This simple form of my invention is 
given merely to convey to the mind a clear idea of its nature ; 
but in practice I do make the revolving limb, which for the 
sake of distinction I call the arm, much greater in its horizontal 
breadth than in its perpendicular thickness, in oitler that the 
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arm may meet witli but little resistance from the surrounding 
medium during its revolution, and I do introduce between the 
muzzle of the barrel and the boiler a steam-pipe with a cock or 
valve for the purpose of occasionally stopping the passage of the 
steam, and thereby preventing the motion of the arm, without 
wasting or lowering the pressure of the steam in the boiler, as 
well as to regulate the speed of the arm by allowing more or 
less steam to pass through it ; and I do attach another arm of 
equal weight with that first ascribed in an opposite direction 
from the centre of motion to equalize the centrifugal force, and 
also by acting as a balance to avoid the great friction which 
would otherwise take place between the barrel and the sup- 
porting collar. I do also construct this improvement with two 
or more arms, having similar perforations and apertures for the 
steam with 'the arm first above described, and I do, when more 
convenient, jilace tlie axis of revolution horizontal, or even in- 
clined, instead of vertical ; and I do sometimes make the com- 
munication from the steam-pipe into the middle of the sup- 
porting collar, and from thence into the barrel, through a hole in 
that part which turns in the collar, making a groove round the 
inside of the collar opposite to the hole in the barrel, or a groove 
round the barrel opposite to the hole in the collar, in order to 
allow the steam free passage during the whole of the revolution ; 
and I do make the aperture through which the steam is to 
spout capable of being increased or decreased in its dimensions 
by means of a sliding piece, marked with a screw, in order to 
apportion the size of the aperture to the strength of the steam, 
the size of the boiler, and the work to be performed. In cases 
where great speed is required, the revolving arms should be 
made short, and applied immediately on the axis of motion; 
without the usual intervention of multiplying wheels. It is un- 
necessary to mention any more variation . of the mode of 
carrying this second part of my invention into effect, since I 
claim as my invention the various forms of causing steam of a 
high pressure to pass from a boiler through one or more per- 
forated revolving arms, and to spout out against the atmosphere 
from an aperture at the side, near the extremity of the arm or 
arms. 
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'* The third part of my invention consists in causing steam of 
a high temperature to act upon water, and that water to operate 
upon or under a piston, without permitting the steam to come 
in contact with the piston ; by this contriyance, also, I obriate 
the necessity of that tight packing which is required when 
steam of a high temperature acts immediately on a piston. To 
effect this purpose I use two vessels, standing side by side, 
which, for the sake of bearing high pressure, I make of a 
cylindric form, closed at the bottom, but connected at the lower 
part by a tube. One of these cylinders, which I call the steam- 
Teasel, has a dose cover, into which are inflefied a sleam-pipe 
and a discharging pipe, and in e€tch pipe there is a valve or 
cock. The other vessel, which I call the piston-cylinder, is 
furnished with a piston, the rod of which may be attached to a 
pump or other machinery. To put this apparatus into opera- 
tion the piston is to be placed in and near the bottom of the 
piston-cylinder^ and the steam-vessel filled with water; then, 
the discharging valve being shut, and the steam-valve opened, 
the steam will pass on the surface of the water, or upon a piece 
of cork or other substance floating on the surface, and by that 
pressure force the water down to the lower part of the vessel, 
through the tube, into the bottom of the piston-cylinder, and 
drive up the piston, without admitting any steam to pass out of 
the steam-vessel into the piston-cylinder. As soon as the steam 
has arrived near the orifice of the tube the steam-valve is to be 
shut and the dischwging valve opened; the steam will then 
escape through the discharging pipe, and allow the piston to 
descend by its own weight, and drive the water back again into 
the steam-vessel, and by that means make a complete stroke, 
which may be repeated as often and with as much force as the 
size and construction of the boiler will supply the requisite 
quantity of steam. By the alternate passage of the same water 
from one cylinder to the other the water may be kept nearly 
to boiling heat, and consequently there will be no considerable 
condensation of the steam on its coming in contact with the 
water; and, if the little condensation which will take place 
should add to the quantity of water in the vessel, that extra 
quantity may be ejected at every stroke through a pii)e and 
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regulating cock communicating with the piston-cylinder. A 
double engine is to be constructed by using two steam-vessels 
with their valves, to force water alternately on each side of the 
piston, in which case the piston-cylinder must be closed at the 
top, and the piston-rod worked through a stuffing box, in the 
usual way ; or the steam-vessels may be applied to force water 
alternately under two single pistons, working in cylinders open 
at thd top, to produce the effect of a double engine. And I do 
further dedaie that this part of my said invention is not 
capable of being used with a cond^iser, becuHe the miter in 
the steam-vessel would, if exposed to a vacuum, evaporate into 
the condenser, and destroy the vacuum. By lengthem'ng the 
pipe of communication between the steam-vessel and piston- 
cylinder the power of this engine may be conveyed to a 
great distance from the boiler, without intermediate beams 
or connecting shafts. And I do further declare that, although 
I have described this part of my said invention as acting 
with a piston in the piston-cylinder, I sometimes use the 
plunger-pole, working through a double stuffing box instead of 
a piston. 

^^ The fourth part of my said invention consists in interposing 
the steam-vessel of the third part between the boiler and re- 
volving arms described in the second part, so that, instead of the 
steam passing into the revolving arms, it shall pass on the sur- 
fsLce of the water in the steam-vessel, and force the water 
through the arms and out at the apertures near their extremi- 
ties against the atmosphere, and produce the revolution of the 
arms with more or less velocity, according to the strength of 
the steam ; in this case, also, when the steam has forced nearly 
all the water out of the vessel the steam-valve must be shut and 
the discharging valve opened for the steam to escape, and at 
the same time another valve or cock opened for the purpose of 
letting a fresh portion of water from a reservoir into the steam- 
vessel, when the steam is again to be admitted from the boiler, 
in order to force the water through the revolving arm or arms. 
The arms should be enclosed in a case, to prevent the steam or 
water being thrown at a distance, to the annoyance of the by- 
standers, the bottom of which case may become the reservoir 
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for supplying water to the boiler and steam-vessel. The top of 
the steam- vessel should be placed at a lower level than the 
bottom of the reservoir, in order that the water may flow into 
the steam-vessel when the communication from the boiler is cut 
off and the steam discharged. Various modes of opening and 
shutting the cocks or valves are so commonly known to all 
pei'sons conversant with steam-engines, that a description of 
them is quite unnecessary. This fourth part of my said inven- 
tion is in some respects similar to the contrivance described in 
many books or machines by the name of Barker's Mill ; but in 
Barkers Mill no greater power can be obtained than what 
arises from the perpendicular altitude of the reservoir or head 
of water above the place where it spouts out from the revolvini^ 
arms, whereas in my invention the water acted upon and 
driven out by steam of a high pressure, which is well known to 
pass through tubes with very little friction compared with 
water, a much greater power will be obtained from the same 
quantity of water ; and as the water, after it has passed through 
the revolving arms, may be made to flow back again into the 
steam- vessel, to be driven through the revolving arms by a suc- 
ceeding portion of steam, a small quantity of water may be 
made to work the engine a long time. By putting flat plates 
or leaves upon the revolving arms within the case I produce a 
current of air in the manner of a winnowing machine for blow- 
ing the fire, and I do sometimes place in the flue a screw or set 
of vanes, somewhat similar to the vanes of a smoke-jack, which 
screw or vane I do cause to revolve, by connection with the 
steam-engine, for the purpose of creating an artificial draught 
in the chimney, always proportioned to the size of the fire-place 
and situation of the chimney. By either or both of these means 
I obviate the necessity of a tall chimney when the engine is 
used for portable purposes. 

** The fifth part of my said invention, and that which comes 
under the second part of my title, consists of a mode of pro- 
pelling, drawing, or causing, ships, boats, and other vessels to 
pass through the water, which purpose I efiect by constructing 
a worm or screw, or a number of leaves placed obliquely round 
an axis, similar to the vanes of a -smoke-jack, which worm, 
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screw, or vane shall be made to revolve with great speed, 
having the axis in a line with the required motion of the sliip, 
boat, or other vessel, or parallel to the same line of motion ; the 
obliquity of the thread of the worm, screw, or leaves, admits of 
considerable variety, according to the degree of velocity given 
to it and speed required, and according to the power with which 
it is driven, but as a general medium I by preference contrive 
that the thread of the screw at its outer edge shall make with 
its axis an angle of about thirty degrees. This worm is in some 
cases to revolve in a fixed cylinder, in others to revolve to- 
gether with the cylinder, similar to the screw of Archimedes, 
but generally to revolve in the water without any cylinder sur- 
rounding it. This worm or screw may be made to revolve in 
the water at the head of the ship, boat, or other vessel, or at 
the stern, or one or more worms may revolve on each side of 
the vessel, as may most conveniently suit the peculiar naviga- 
tion on which the ship, boat, or vessel is to be employed. In 
some cases when the screw is to work at the head of a ship, it 
is to be made buoyant, and move on a universal joint, at the 
6nd of an axle, turning in the bow of the ship, in order that 
the screw may accommodate itself to the unevenness of the 
waves. And I do further declare that, in order to make the 
boiler of a high-pressure steam-engine of very light materials 
for portable purposes, and at the same time strong for re- 
sisting the pressure^, as well as for exposing a large surface to 
the fire, I do construct the said boiler of a number of small 
perpendicular tubes, each tube closed at the bottom, but all 
opening at the top into a common reservoir, from whence 
they receive their water, and into which the steam of all the 
tubes is united. 

" In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, 
this Twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

"ElCHARD (L.S.) TrEVITHICK.'* 

The variety and extreme range of inventions made 
known in this patent specification cannot be other than 
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superficially spoken of in this chapter, including, as 
they do, multitubular boilers, expansive high-pressure 
steam, the screw-propeller, and the recoil engine. 

The absence of a drawing illustrating his claims is 
to some extent made good by reference to other draw- 
ings. Claim 1 is for an application of the pole, — 
either in a pufier or vacuum engine, shown in Wheal 
Prosper drawing, chapter xix., — to marine purposes, 
modified if necessary by the water medium of com- 
municating power in Claim 3, shown in Trevithick's 
sketch, page 371. Claim 2 is for the recoil or rotary 
engine, sketched by Trevithick, page 364, worked by 
the rush of strong steam against the atmosphere, or 
by the water medium described in Claims 3 and 4. 
Claim 5 is for the famous screw- propeller, described in 
Trevithick's letter, page 348, and includes the no less 
famous multitubular boiler, as sketched by Trevithick, 
page 370 : as the customary puffer-engine blast-pipe 
could not be applied, draught was produced by a screw 
in the chimney. 
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